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[Not to worry, we will continue to livestream the service as well!]

If you would like to join us for in-person worship,
here's what you need to know:
• Because of continuing COVID precautions,
attendance will be limited to 40 spots with up to 4
people per spot.
• We will be releasing a service registration form each
week on Sunday on our Facebook page, the church
website and in the Monday e-news. (Do you know
someone who doesn't have access to technology?
Please assist them with registration or have them
call the church office at 302/368-8774).
• We will be using our entrances on the Main Street
end of the building. There will be an option to select
the handicap entrance on the registration form.
• We will be using both the main level of the
sanctuary and the balcony. We will fill downstairs
first, then the balcony if attendance numbers
require.
• Seating will be in groups of 4. If there are more than
four in your group, please register for a second spot.
Please allow the ushers to direct you.
• Masks are required.
That's a lot, I know! If you have questions or need help,
contact Lisa Santare (lsantare@newark-umc.org).

From the Pastor’s Desk:

A Christian Steward is RESPONSIBLE
There is a story of unknown origin that tells
of how a young future Queen Victoria was
intentionally not told that she was in line for
the throne of England. As the story goes, the future queen
was very unmotivated when it came to her studies. Her
tutors and instructors were frequently frustrated by her
lack of interest. They tried numerous approaches to
encourage her to greater focus on her coursework, but none
of them worked. Then as a last resort her teachers decided
to tell her that one day she would be the queen of England.
She responded quietly to the astounding news by saying,
“Then I will be good.” She became more attentive to her
studies from that point on. It appears that the realization
there was a higher calling on her life gave way to a sense of
responsibility which she carried with her from then on.
We too, as children of God who are disciples of Jesus, have
inherited a high calling. We have been entrusted with the
care of creation, the care of one another and the care of the
story of God’s redeeming love for us in Jesus. Our creation
myths remind us that we are heirs and have been charged
with tending something “very good.” Questions that come
to mind at this point include: How good a job are we doing
in caring for the earth and all the creatures on it? Are we
motivated to act as good stewards of creation so that future
generations may enjoy creation’s bounty, or are we
apathetic toward our calling and take from nature’s bounty
in a way that exceeds our needs with little regard for
tending to creation’s well-being? Are we telling the story of
God’s abiding love in Christ in a way that invites others
into a life of love in Christ? How confident are we that God
looks upon our stewardship and care and calls it “very
good?”
The high calling we’ve inherited is grounded in an
understanding of ourselves as children of God who are
disciples of Jesus. As such, we are heirs of the responsibility
to be good stewards of all creation and the story of God’s
love for us. May our sense of responsibility and conduct
toward creation and one another be profoundly influenced
by this realization of who and whose we are as children of
God and disciples of Jesus. May we be motivated
caretakers so that God will look upon our creation care and
our story sharing and call them “very good.”
Pastor Mary Catherine
Recommended Scriptures: Genesis 1:26-31, Matthew 28:16-20
(This series is based upon materials from the Discipleship
Ministries of the United Methodist Church: umcdiscipleship.org/
equipping-leaders/stewardship).
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WORSHIP AT NUMC

...And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting...All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability. –Acts 2:2,4

Confirmation is a wonderful step in the
faith journey of our youth. It is a time
when our youth affirm their faith before
the congregation and enter into full
membership within Newark United
Methodist Church.
Join us as we celebrate the faith of this
year’s confirmands and pledge our
ongoing support for them in their faith
journey!
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Outreach

CHRISTIANS IN ACTION/OUTREACH

Special Giving Sunday, May 30:
Peace with Justice Sunday

Congregation in Action
Remembering…
On April 18 and 25, NUMC welcomed
new members to our church family.
Whenever that happens, we are reminded
of our own membership vows to support
the church through our prayers, presence,
gifts, service and witness. The
Congregation in Action (CIA) Team is here
to support you in living up to those vows
and becoming a true disciple of Jesus
Christ!

In writing this article, I was trying to
prioritize the five parts of our vows:
impossible! Each part is essential in our
discipleship. So, each month I’ll encourage
you to focus on one part (of course, never
neglecting the other parts).
For this month, I encourage you to focus
on prayers for guidance on how you will give
back in response to all God has given to you,
and then to respond with a 2021-22 fiscal
year pledge on or before May 16. You
have received (or soon will receive) a
letter asking you to prayerfully consider
that pledge to the missions and ministries
of NUMC, supporting things that make
our church alive, while creating
wonderful memories to cherish and share!
Thank you!
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This Special Sunday recognizes our mission to
spread God’s love while having a voice in
advocating for peace and justice. This is done
through a broad spectrum of national and
global programs. Our giving is vital for the
United Methodist Church to continue its local
and global ministries of reconciliation. We are
able to make a difference by sowing seeds of
peace and yielding fruit!
For example:
• Methodists spearhead a peace ministry

uniting Arizona border communities.
• United Methodists in Liberia are being

equipped to implement principles to address
social-justice issues.
• Pennsylvania students are educating their

community about sex-trafficking at home
and abroad.
• Our giving makes possible the proclamation
of Christ’s Peace here and around the world.
Choose one of these ways to give:
• Mail a check to the church and note Peace

with Justice on the memo line (include
your envelope number, if you have one).
• Go to the NUMC Online Giving page and

type in Peace with Justice under Optional.

The Work of Outreach
The NUMC Outreach Team works to reach out
to our community, our country and the world.
We conscientiously determine where and how
this will happen. We recently met and set our
budget, carefully considering how to make the
best use of the resources provided by this
caring congregation to help here and around
America and the world. We thank you, the
church, for generously providing the means for
us to be the hands of Christ in the work God
sets before us.

Bunting Library News

BUNTING LIBRARY

Waiting…waiting…waiting…we are all waiting!
And while everyone waits, Bunting Library is busy
looking ahead. We have already announced the
plan to organize a new area of materials to offer the
congregation; that is, a section of audiobooks for
folks who may find this kind of book more
convenient or desirable. People whose sight is
fading—this was the inspiration for the formation
of this category. But people who might like to listen
as they are driving or riding, or just relaxing—there
are multiple opportunities for the use of this
alternative kind of book.
We are in the process of ordering interesting audio
books, but believe we should find out users’
thoughts and preferences in order to build up this
new section in the library. These may include
fiction, non-fiction, resource materials, and we’re
looking for materials for all ages. Please contact the
church office if you have a particular book you
would like to see (hear!) made available in your
church library. Call the office (302-368-8774) and
speak to Janet, or leave a message.

RECENT READS Book Group
Our group of enthusiastic readers loves to share
about books we have enjoyed reading. We have
been able to continue doing this through the
pandemic, even without meeting together in
person or by Zoom, since not all of the members
are able to do Zoom.
Each month, everyone reads a different book of
their choice, then sends their thoughts about what
they’ve been reading (either email or snail mail).
These are compiled into one ‘report’ and each
member is sent a copy of everyone’s views/
reviews. This way we share about books we have
each enjoyed (or not), and why we think others
might enjoy the book we have liked. Sometimes we
haven’t really liked the book we have read; we
report that, too, and say why!
Why not share what you have been reading and
learn from other folks about books they have
recently enjoyed?
It’s easy to get started: learn more from Janet in the
church office (302/368-8874).
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Education News
Youth Newsletter
The staff members at Worship, Learn, Love have been tirelessly working to keep the newsletter
thriving. It has become a lot more challenging, much like a lot of things during this time, but we
will continue to push forward. In order to keep it thriving, we have expanded slightly, designing
and publishing our own website for the newsletter. We feature current and past editions, photos
of past events, and a calendar with upcoming youth events. More to come later on! If you are
interested in looking at all of our hard work, visit www.wllnewsletters.mailchimpsites.com.
While we now have email, a website, and a growing newsletter, our main priority still lies within
the newsletters themselves. We have returned to releasing our newsletters on the first Sunday of
every month. If you are interested in learning more about us, please contact
youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com. If you are interested in receiving our newsletters as hard
copies instead of online, please sign up accordingly on our website.
We hope you continue to enjoy our newsletters and, as always, please send us any feedback
using this link: https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7
You can also find all of our Google forms on our website on the “forms for our newsletter” page
of our website.
Thank you!

Hi Friends!
The school year is coming to a close and
children and youth ministries will be shifting a
bit to adjust for fall planning and the summer.
We will be coming in live during the 9:30am
livestream to do children's messages again. In
May, we'll be sticking to a
monthly teaching theme called Take the Lead,
where we will discover men and women in the
Bible who were called to lead. During this
time, those of you at home will be
provided with videos and discussion
questions if you want to expand on the
messages further.
Youth group is back to meet in person
outside and will continue through the
summer!
We look forward to seeing some of you safely!

-Sara Schultz
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Trying Christians: Sundays from Noon-1pm via Zoom
Cain and Abel (led by Jerry Swalley)
The Reduction of Church Membership Nationwide
(led by Jerry Swalley)
May 16: The Reduction of Church Membership Nationwide
(led by Jerry Swalley)
May 23: Curriculum Planning for 2021-22 (led by Mark
Deshon)
May 30: No class scheduled

OUR CHRISTIAN JOURNEY

May 1:
May 9:

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rd
G1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09 (Passcode: 541475)

Wesley continues to be virtual for the remainder of the semester. We look
forward to welcoming UD students back in-person in the fall!

Spring has sprung at NMP! In April, we
celebrated the Week of the Young Child,
dedicated to showcasing how children
learn and grow through various methods
of exploration. We also celebrated the 100th
Day of School with a variety of activities.
As the end of the 2020/2021 school year is
approaching, we are looking to fill our
classrooms with students for the 2021/22
school year.
The Week of the Young Child began on
April 12 with Music Monday, followed by
Tasty Tuesday, Work Together
Wednesday, & Artsy Thursday. We
rounded out the end of the week with
Family Friday, celebrating and thanking
our amazing families (virtually) for all they
do. After all, a parent is a child's first and
most important teacher.

100th Day of School Celebration
Students had so much fun celebrating the
100th Day of School! A day filled with
building with 100 wooden blocks, building
with 100 LEGOs, stacking 100 cups, and
sorting trail mix snack into 10 groups of 10!
2021-2022 School Year:
Space Available
All of our preschool programs have spaces
available for the 2021/2022 school year. Do
you know of a family interested in sending
their child to preschool? Then feel free to
pass our information along to anyone who
may be interested in any of the programs
that Newark Methodist Preschool has to
offer! Contact the preschool office for
details.
Note: Last day of classes for the 2021 school
year is May 26/27 -- Have a safe and happy
summer!

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754; syerkes@newark-umc.org
Newark United Methodist Church 69 East Main Street
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Mission Dollars at Work:
Regional Missionaries
The Regional Missionary Initiative was
created in response to requests for
leadership and organizational
development from Methodist and
United Methodist women around the
world. These dedicated women work in
local areas to assist women, children
and youth to work in solidarity with
each other on issues they determine
and prioritize.
Regional Missionaries build
relationships with Methodist, United
Methodist, ecumenical and grassroots
programs that focus on impacting
poverty through enhancing the
capacities of local women leaders and
supporting economic development
programs to provide women with the
tools required to make positive,
measurable change in their
communities. All programs and
network connections carried out by
Regional Missionaries reflect the needs
and priorities of their own region,
including: Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia,
Latin America and the Caribbean.

Women in the region shape Regional
Missionaries’ work. Currently, there
are seven United Methodist Women’s
Regional Missionaries. Each missionary
assists the women and youth they work
with in developing projects and
programs that meet their expressed
needs and priority issues. Regional
Missionaries implement their work
with women, children and youth
primarily through:
• Community and organizational
•
•
•
•

needs assessments
Training programs
Workshops
Strategic planning
Network development

Regional Missionaries are a part of
United Methodist Women's
International Ministries’ focus on
women, children and youth. Continual
outreach to work with ecumenical
partners, especially in the development
of resources and networks, is a vital
part of their work plans.

This information is from the United Methodist Women website. To find out more about
Regional Missionaries and articles on individual missionaries and their work go
to unitedmethodistwomen.org/missionaries.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Welcoming our New Members!
On April 18 and 25, NUMC welcomed the following new
members at our 8am and 9:30am services. We are
grateful to have you join us, all, and we look forward to
getting to know you better.
Alicea Cottom
Shawn Dassel
Thom Fickenscher
Nicola L. Hartland
Paul Sheldon
Addie Spicer
Amy Carol Whitney

We give thanks for all that God has already given
you and we welcome you in Christian love. As
members together with you in the body of Christ
and in this congregation of The United Methodist
Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to
participate in the ministries of the Church by our
prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our
witness, that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.
-United Methodist Hymnal, p.38
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IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Spring has Sprung!
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Students at Newark Methodist
Preschool’s 100th Day celebration.

Children/Youth Ministries enjoying some outdoor time
together!

Easter Sunday—8am Service

Thank you, thank you for all your prayers,
cards and delicious meals that you provided
during my hospitalization in November and
December and my initial treatments. Lynn
and I couldn’t have done it without your help
and concern. You surely radiated God’s love
toward us in a big way!

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

I’m on the road to recovery and I’m doing well
with the chemo.
Love from Ruth and Lynn Oatman

Emmanuel Dining Room:

Cookies Needed
We are asking for pre-packaged storebought cookies to fulfill our monthly
commitment to Emmanuel Dining
Room.

We appreciate your help in bringing
these to the church office by 4pm on
May 20 (the Welcome Center is open
from 1 to 4pm that afternoon).
Questions? Call 302/368-8774.
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Return Service Requested

First State Ringers Concert
May 16, 3pm on YouTube
Please join First State Ringers on Youtube for
our spring hymnody concert called Old Time
Religion: a collection of very well-known
Methodist hymns that will be familiar to you.
We are featuring Gabriela Salvador-Riera on
violin, too.
The concert will be released on NUMC's
YouTube Channel on Sunday, May 16 at
3pm. Watch for the link a few days before the
concert in NUMC’s email blast and on the
First State Ringers webpage!

June/July Parish Notes deadline: 5/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org

