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The Trustees continue to monitor the 
evolving COVID-19 infection rate in 
Delaware.  

With the contagious Delta variant 
circulating, rising infection rates again in 
Delaware, and changing CDC masking 
recommendations, we will continue to 
err on the side of caution and require 
masking for all and social distancing 
during NUMC in-person worship services 
during August. We will continue to 
monitor the situation, assess the risk 
during the coming weeks, and are 
hopeful to make changes in 
September.    

Trustees announce 
safety restrictions 
update 

Crucifer Angela 
Steinkrauss shows us how 
it’s done! 

Linda Russell photo 
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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

A Christian Steward is OBEDIENT 

I had tremendous freedom as a kid. There were 
times, however, when I was told to do something 
or behave in a certain way that precluded me 
from acting the way I would have preferred to 
act. For example, when I was eight years old I 
was still allowed to run around my 
grandparents’ farm on hot summer days without 
a shirt. However, that summer, when the time 
came for the hay to be baled, one of my uncles 
came to help with the baling. He saw me and 
mentioned to my parents that I was too old to be 
running around without a shirt. From that 
moment on I was required to wear a shirt at all 
times. I grew angry at what I perceived to be an 
unfair limitation upon my sense of freedom and 
didn’t speak to that uncle for quite some time 
afterward. It wasn’t until I got older that I was 
able to understand that what my uncle did was 
an act of care and concern for me, his way of 
keeping me safe with strangers around. 

Through obedience to the will of God, we honor 
God. Our desire to do things our own way, 
though, can become a stumbling block to living 
life in one accord with God’s desire for us. In the 
Old Testament we hear of how God commanded 
the people to set aside a tithe (10%) of the yield of 
their harvest (Deuteronomy 14:22-29). The set-
aside included grain, wine, oil, or the first born of 
their herds and flocks. Worldly benefactors of the 
tithe shifted over time and included at one time 
or another the landholders, the nearest sanctuary 
or the priestly class. The purpose of the set-aside 
was to help people remember that the land 
belonged to God and that they were merely 
stewards of it.  

Continued on p3 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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In the New Testament, Jesus teaches that earthly possessions can become a stumbling 
block for us (Luke 18:18-30). We can end up worshiping, idolizing them, instead of God. 
When this happens, our ability to place our trust in God to provide eternally for us is 
inhibited. Jesus tells the man in the story to sell everything he has, give the proceeds to the 
poor, and to follow him. While we treat the “sell everything” part of the story as 
hyperbolic, the takeaway for us is that obedience to the will of God includes giving to help 
provide for the temporal and spiritual necessities of those in need.   

For these reasons, a Christian steward is obedient to the will of God by exercising our 
freedom of will to set aside a portion of all we are and all we possess to give to meet the 
needs of our neighbors through our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. In doing 
so, we are not only set free the power our earthly possessions might exert over us, but we 
also practice placing our trust in God, of whose creation we are merely stewards. 

Pastor Mary Catherine 

(This series is based upon materials from the Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist 
Church: umcdiscipleship.org/equipping-leaders/stewardship) 

From the Pastor’s Desk/Continued from p2 

Mark Your Calendars! 

September 5: One Service Only, at 9:30am.  

Deacon Candidate Kevin Smith Preaching. 

 

September 12: NUMC 2021 Family Reunion Sunday.  

All services will return to in-person! 

Will Logan Appointed Youth Lay Leader 

If you don’t know Will Logan, make a 
point of doing so. A rising 9th grader at 
Newark Charter, Will was appointed 
Youth Lay Leader for the church year 
2021-22. An intelligent young man 
with a distinctive sense of humor, Will 
has accepted this first-of-its-kind 
position at NUMC.  Having recently 
been confirmed, Will is very involved 
in our Youth Programming as well as 
editing the Youth newsletter. 

Lay Leaders represent the lay folks in 
the congregation, providing feedback 
and perspective to the pastor, staff, 
and other leaders in the church. Lay 

Leaders also are members of the 
administrative committees of the 
church including Church Council, 
Finance, Nominations and Leadership 
Development, and the Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee. 

Please congratulate Will as he 
continues to develop his spiritual 
commitment to God through this new 
post. Will is the son of Julia and Dan 
Logan and brother to Joseph and 
Jackson – all very active in the life of 
NUMC. 

umcdiscipleship.org/equipping-leaders/stewardship
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Social Justice Team 

Save the Date!!  
Social Justice Guest Preacher’s Series: August 22 

Dr. Bonnie G. Hall, Committee on Native American Ministry (CONAM), 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference 

As promised in the last edition of the Parish Notes, the NUMC Social Justice Team, 
along with the Worship Team, will be sponsoring a series of guest speakers over the 
coming year. These visitors will be talking with us at our 9:30am services about how 
their faith journeys have shaped and motivated their own social justice activities. We 
hope that this series will be both informative and inspiring for all of our 
congregation, helping us to bring about new action toward equity and righteousness 
in our world. 

Our first guest will be Dr. Bonnie G. Hall, who has been a member of the 
Committee on Native American Ministry (CONAM) within the Peninsula-Delaware 
Conference for the past four years. Bonnie is a proud member of the Nanticoke 
Indian Tribe, and she chairs the Scholarship and Commemoration Committee for the 
Nanticoke Indian Association, Inc. Bonnie loves her community and makes every 
effort to ensure that it has a voice. Professionally, she dedicated her career to serving 
the voiceless and underrepresented, working at Delaware Technical Community 
College (Jack F. Owens Campus) in Georgetown, DE for 29+ years, until her 
retirement in 2010. She is a graduate of Delaware Tech, earned her BS/MBA degrees 
at Delaware State College and her Ph.D. in Educational Leadership from the 
University of Delaware. 

We hope that many of you can join us in person or virtually to welcome Dr. Hall and 
hear her story, as well as learn about Native American Ministry activities in our 
conference. To further explore the connection of the United Methodist Church with 
Native American and Indigenous peoples, check out the following link: Native 
Peoples of the UMC. 

Sarah Jungling in the nerve center for 
NUMC”s streaming ministry. 

Linda Russell photo 

Linda Russell photo 

Dan Logan & Bill Clark running the 
board. 

https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/umc-topics/our-people/native-people
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/umc-topics/our-people/native-people
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The Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry at the University of Delaware looks 
forward to welcoming students back to campus this fall! Stay tuned for more updates 
on events and ways to connect with the university students. 

Do you know students at UD? Please consider referring them to the 
Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry: http://www.udelwesley.org. 

 
Water Brigade 

The Wesley Foundation Water Brigade is back! After taking 2020 off, we are excited to 
be handing out water during UD’s Move-In Weekend once again.  

Please contact Brooke (brooke@udelwesley.org) or Ward (wardmesick@gmail.com) if 
you would like to make a monetary donation. If you would like to donate cases of 
water, you may leave them in the hall outside the Wesley Lounge beginning August 1. 

Over 50 individuals and organizations have been interviewed… 
But we need more: LOTS more! 

Organizations 
Using NUMC

Community Organizations 
(ex-UD)

UD Faculty/Staff

Clergy & NUMC 
Council/Staff

NUMC Non-Council 
Members

Community 
Members

Discovery Interview Counts

Organizations Using NUMC Community Organizations (ex-UD)

UD Faculty/Staff Clergy & NUMC Council/Staff

NUMC Non-Council Members Community Members

TeamVision Forward has interviewed 
NUMC members, community 
members, UD faculty/staff, and 
various churches and organizations in 
the community to get input on two 
questions: 

1. What is God Calling NUMC to be 
and to do going forward? 

2. What are our individual, 
community and congregational 
needs, and how will NUMC meet 
them? 

This pie chart shows the current distribution of interview counts. We are working toward our 
target of 200 interviewees, with a 50/50 mix of NUMC members and non-NUMC members/
organizations. We need (and value) more input! 

Will you be one of the voices? Do you have any suggestions for persons or organizations we 
should talk with? Please contact Bruce Yost (484/508-8327; bbryost3@gmail.com) to discuss any 
questions/concerns/input you may have, and to determine how YOU can be heard and counted! 
And if you’ve been contacted but haven’t yet responded, please take a moment to let us know if 
you are willing to participate. 

http://www.udelwesley.org/
mailto:brooke@udelwesley.org
mailto:wardmesick@gmail.com
mailto:bbryost3@gmail.com
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Youth Newsletter 
As we transition back to some normalcy, the staff members at Worship, Learn, Love have been 
working to keep the newsletter growing and returning it to normal by: 
• Designing and publishing our own website 
• Transitioning back to releasing the newsletters on the first Sunday of every month 
• Creating an email address to attract viewers to what we do 
• Creating an email address to receive pictures and questions 

(youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com) 

We hope that you continue to enjoy our newsletters. As always, please send us any ideas or 
feedback using this link: https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7. If you would like to sign up 
for our new updates and newsletters, please visit our website.  

Thank you,                    

In-person Sunday School 
officially starts on September 12! 

The time has come for Sunday School registration for children 
and youth (babies to high school): the link to register is now live on 
the NUMC website on the Kids Ministry page.  

We are looking forward to providing a safe and fun environment for 
children and youth to experience God's love. Some additions you can 
expect: 

• New electronic check-in system for easier check-in and -out 
process 

• Masking and social distancing  
• Fun decor  
• Inclusive and diverse books, Bibles and educational curriculum  

We also are in need of classroom facilitators for all age groups. Please 
email Sara (sshultz@newark-umc.org) with your availability and age 
group of interest. Additional questions? Sara will be happy to answer 
them for you. 

mailto:youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7
https://newark-umc.org/wp/kidsministry/
mailto:sshultz@newark-umc.org
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Register at bit.ly/umm/21. Topics 
are Combating & Healing the 
Trauma of Racism and Evangelism 
& Discipleship. 

• The Pen-Del Conference is having 
its 63rd annual gathering at Camp 
Pecometh on Saturday, September 
11 from 8am-4pm. The theme is 
Jesus is Calling the Men to Lead 
Like Him. 

Additional information on both events 
can be found at www.pen-del.org under 
Ministries> Board of Ministries. If you 
do not have access to a computer, please 
contact Allan Loomis (443/350-5296; 
aloomis@zoominternet.net). 

Your brother in Christ, 

Allan 

 

As men of the Newark United 
Methodist Church, you all are members 
of our United Methodist Men (UMM) 
group: no registration or dues are 
required. Although we have not been 
active lately, we used to have a very 
large, diverse group of men. And we 
need to get back together! We as 
brothers need to show support for one 
another on our walk with Christ.  

Find out what’s going on with the 
UMM: 

• National (www.gcumm.org): The 
2021 National Men’s Gathering will 
be virtual. These gatherings are only 
held every 4 years in Nashville—to 
be able to attend virtually this year 
is a great opportunity for us all! It 
will take place on Saturday, Aug. 28 
from 11am-5pm.  

Our 2021-2022 school year is quickly approaching and there 
is space available in our Two-year-old programs as well as 
our 2-Day Three-year-old program. If you know anyone 
looking for a great preschool, please send them our way! 

Now Hiring! 

NMP is looking for qualified Assistant and Substitute 
teachers. Positions are September-May (Summers off!) part-
time day hours. Send completed applications and resumes 
to SYerkes@newark-umc.org. 

Visit https://www.newarkmethodistpreschool.com/ for 
more information on any of NMP's opportunities, or contact 

the preschool office: 302/368-1754. 

The 2021-2022 school year will begin September 13. 

Attention All Men!! 

file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/bit.ly/umm/21
http://www.pen-del.org
mailto:aloomis@zoominternet.net
http://www.gcumm.org
mailto:SYerkes@newark-umc.org
https://www.newarkmethodistpreschool.com/
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Congregation in Action: 

Service with a Smile! 

Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come into his presence with singing!  

-Psalm 100; v2 

Prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness: 
our membership vows. While we should 
conscientiously uphold those vows on a daily 
basis, there’s no better time than the present to 
put a special focus on joyful service. Many 
folks have been stepping up to teach Sunday 
School or Music Factory, hosting Fellowship 
Time on Sundays or volunteering to serve as 
receptionists at the Welcome Center desk, 
while still others serve the homeless through 
the Empowerment Center or work in various 
capacities around the church. Thank you for 
helping to make NUMC truly welcoming to 
all!! 

Here are more opportunities to use your God-
given talents to serve while radiating God’s 
love: 

• UD Welcome: Saturday, 8/28, 10am-? 
Package some homemade (or really good 
store-bought) cookies or brownies in zip-
lock sandwich bags. Bring them to church 
(or you can leave them in the church office 
during the week) to be handed out to 
students and their families coming to Main 
St. to truly begin their college experience! 
It’s a lot of fun interacting with these folks, 
so expand your service by helping to hand 
out the goodies! 

• Newark Community Day: Sunday, 9/19, 
11am-4pm. NUMC will have a table with 
crafts and a guessing game, plus church 
information. Please be there, attracting 
attention to the NUMC table as you help 
with the activities and share NUMC stories! 

• Mission Trips: Bruce Yost (possibly 
together with the Wesley Foundation) is 
organizing a series of local mission trips—a 
great opportunity for service with a smile! 

Are YOU looking for ways to provide service 
with a smile? Contact Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com; 302/540-8866) or the 
church office (302/368-8774) to let us know 
how you want to help! 

Outreach 

The Outreach Team has taken a midsummer 
rest from meetings, but we are still alert to 
opportunities! We were approached about 
assisting with expenses for NUMC’s local 
mission trip at Camp Pecometh scheduled for 
September 23-25 (see article on p11). 
Participants will help with cleaning, 
repairing, and generally winterizing the camp 
for next year. The Outreach team will meet to 
finalize how we will help. Of course, we will 
also be gearing up for a busy year to come! 

In the meantime, Outreach is holding a men’s 
clothing drive—all sizes, all seasons. . 
Clothing must be clean and ready to wear, 
with no stains, tears or holes. We are looking 
for shirts, slacks, underwear, socks, etc. 
Everything must be in plastic bags (no 
hangers, no boxes). Shoes in good condition 
will be accepted; fasten the pair together 
(rubber bands, etc.), and if possible label the 
size with masking tape. You will find boxes 
marked Men’s Clothing Drive in the 
Welcome Center, and on Sundays there also 
will be boxes at the Main Street and accessible 
entrances for donations.  

Any questions? Please call Janet in the Main 
Office (302/368-8774). 

 

Go-Bags 

Outreach is requesting donations of items to 
fill Go-Bags needed by the Newark 
Empowerment Center, which recently has 
been experiencing an increasing number of 
clients.   

Needed items include: 
• protein meals with flip lids (such as Chef 

Boy-ar-Dee) 
• juice boxes (real juice) 
• fruit cups 
• breakfast bars 
• peanut butter/cheese crackers  
• desserts (pudding cups, cookies) 

Items may be brought to the Welcome Center 
Monday-Thursday, 10am-2pm. Please clearly 
label your donations for Outreach. Call the 
office (302/368-8774) with any questions. 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Our audiobook collection is growing! We began with the purchase of a number of mysteries. The 
following are already catalogued and ready to be borrowed. Because the library is not yet open, you 
can arrange to borrow your selection by calling the church office, Monday-Thursday mornings 
(9am-noon), and speak to Janet. 

• Fated for Felony, by Victoria Laurie. This novel is from the author’s Psychic Eye Mystery series. 
Abby Cooper is a psychic consultant for the Austin FBI Cold Case Bureau. Of course, some of the 
other agents she works with are skeptical of her abilities. She has to work to find a serial killer 
who seems simply “fated for felonies”. 

• Constable on the Hill, by Nicholas Rhea. This is a feel-good read from one of Britain’s best-loved 
authors. It is Book 1 of the series, which became a long-running TV series in Britain. It features 
Constable Nick, whose beat is a village in North Yorkshire—original and funny.  

• The Moving Finger, by Agatha Christie. Beloved character Miss Jane Marple is led to Lymstock, a 
small town with shameful, scandalous secrets. A sudden outbreak of anonymous hate mail has 
occurred. The book takes its name from v. 51 of E. Fitzgeralds’s Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, a 
poem that Christie greatly admired. 

• The Fatal Flying Affair, by T. E. Kinsey. This book is also one of a delightful and entertaining 
series, and features Lady Emily Hardcastle and her lady’s maid, Florence Armstrong (Flo). On the 
surface, they live quietly in the country. But one day Lady H’s brother Harry turns up out of the 
blue with a mystery for them to solve. 

• Bookshop by the Sea, by Denise Hunter. This is not a mystery, but rather a heart-warming story 
with enchanting characters, a charming town, a bookstore—an entertaining, feel-good story. 

More audiobooks (both fiction and non-fiction) are on order as of this writing. Stay tuned to learn 
the new titles in the next Parish Notes! 

Our dauntless group of avid 
readers continue to share our 
views about the books we are 
reading! We send in our reports, 
which are compiled and mailed to 
each member. One of our members 
sends copies to some of our 
homebound folks and has received 
notes of thanks and appreciation 
for this thoughtful effort.  

You might like to share a book you 
have read and hear from other 
enthusiastic readers about what 
they are reading. Call Janet in the 
church office (9am-noon, Monday 
through Thursday), to see how 
easy it is to participate! 

Recent Reads 
Book Group Old Ink and Toner Cartridges 

The Business Office is collecting your empty/used ink 
and toner cartridges for recycling! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By returning used cartridges to our local office supplies 
retailer, the church receives great discounts. 

And our Business Office LOVES saving the church 
money! 

Please drop them off at the Welcome Center desk.  
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UMW School Supplies Collection  
(Until August 22) 

Please bring your contributions to one of our boxes in the Welcome Center or the 
stairwell by Bunting Library. The following items are needed: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You!!! 

United Methodist Women Calls All Women  
of the Church AND Your Friends! 

Learn more about UMW-- 
Come join us in September at our Circles (small group gatherings) 

Tuesday, September 7, 12:30pm 
Daytime Circle (Lydia/Miriam): Meets at Friendly’s  
Circle Leader: Shirley Kirk (gkirkfarm@comcast.net; 610/291-5741)* 

Tuesday, September 14, 7:00pm 
Nighttime Circle (Faith/Rebekah): Meets at church (Rm109) and/or 
Zoom 
Circle Leader: Charlotte Hanna (charhanna@msn.com; 302/994-9306)* 

*Please contact the Circle Leader to let her know you 
would like to join her group and get Zoom link if 
needed (also look for info in e-news closer to the 
meeting date). 

• #2 pencils                • Colored pencils 

• Large pink erasers    • Pencil sharpeners 

• Thin markers              • Thick markers 

• Dry-erase markers • Highlighters                

• Crayons (24 count) • Loose-leaf paper 

• Spiral notebooks  • Binders-1- 2" 

• Composition notebooks 
(Black. Colors) 

• Durable 2-pocket folders (w & w/o 
holes) 

• Backpacks   

Shirley Kirk photo 

mailto:gkirkfarm@comcast.net
mailto:charhanna@msn.com
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room.  

We appreciate your help in 
bringing these to the church 
office by 4pm on August 19 (the 
Welcome Center is open from 1 
to 4pm).  

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Looking for a Local Mission Trip? 
CAMP PECOMETH NEEDS US!!! 

After what will be a busy and active summer camping season, Camp Pecometh will need 
help with some "ups":  cleaning-up, fixing-up, putting-up, and in general "sprucing-up" to 
winterize the Camp for next year!! This need provides a great opportunity for a local mission 
trip, since Camp Pecometh is only about an hour’s drive from Newark. 

The trip will be Thursday through Saturday, 

September 23-25. There are numerous options 
to participate:  come for one day, for two or for 
all three! You can commute each day, or stay 1 
or 2 nights for added fun and fellowship. We 
will be housed in Faith House (with all the 
amenities of home). 

Meals will be provided at no cost, as will 
housing.  

Interested?  By Monday, September 6, please 
contact trip organizer Bruce Yost in any of the 
ways listed below with your questions, or to 
register.  We'll have an organizational meeting 
in early September. 

Please extend this invitation to family and 
friends. The more the merrier! 

Bruce Yost 
 
E-mail:  bbryost3@gmail.com 
Home:  484/508-8327 (preferred) 
Cell:    302/528-7775 

mailto:bbryost3@gmail.com


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

September Parish Notes deadline: 8/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Don’t You Love to Sing? Join Us This Summer!!! 

Summer Choir is BACK!  Masked, but BACK!!! 

Join us for one or both of our last singing summer 
Sundays, August 1 and September 5 at the 9:30am 
service. We’ll gather at 8:45am in the choir room to warm 
up and learn the anthem.  

Come be a part of our long-awaited return to the choir loft, 
and bring friends. We’ll let the masks be a fashion 
statement. We’ll be making a very, very joyful noise, and 
we want you to be a part of it! 

Questions? Contact Lys (lysbetj@gmail.com) or Sara 
(osumusicat@comcast.net). 

Linda Russell photo 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

