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     We, the staff and members of Newark United 

Methodist Church, want your wedding to be a 

celebration of your love for each other and God’s 

love for you. As we go through the process of 

preparation for the worship service, we will do all 

that we can to make it a very significant experience. 

Wedding Plans for: 

___________________________ 

                            ___________________________ 

 Contents 



In the United Methodist tradition, the wedding service 

is a full worship service that includes proclamation of 

the word as well as prayer and praise. The service  

usually lasts about 30 minutes, depending on hymns, 

communion, etc. 

     

 

 

 

 

All words and actions will reflect the belief that the 

persons to be married are equal partners in the mar-

riage. Those present are to be an active congregation 

and not simply passive observers. 

The service may or may not include Holy Communion.  

If Communion is celebrated, it will be offered to all 

since the table is open to all.  

A pastor of Newark United Methodist Church will lead 

the worship service.  Other clergy can be invited to 

share in the service at the discretion of the pastors. 

Pre–Service Preparation 

Each couple will be expected to participate in pre-

marital counseling with the pastor that will also       

include a wedding planning session with the pastor. 
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The Wedding Service 



An important part of your wedding service is the 

music. An organist of this church will play for all 

weddings. It is important for you to get in touch with 

the organist as soon as possible to make 

arrangements for your wedding music. The music, 

which  includes the organ prelude and postlude, 

processional, recessional, solos, and congregational 

hymns, should be chosen no later than 2 months 

prior to the date of the wedding. 

 

Organist contact information: 

TBD 

 

All music selections before, during, and after the 

wedding service must be appropriate for a worship 

service and approved by the pastor or organist. 

Songs which do not meet these criteria would be 

more appropriate for the reception. 

 

The music staff of Newark United Methodist Church 

has compiled a list of qualified vocal and 

instrumental soloists for weddings. If you wish to 

retain your own soloist, the wedding organist must 

be informed of your decision. Taped and recorded 

music is not permitted in the wedding service. 
 

SPECIAL NOTES: 

 
________________________________________________________ 

 

 Music 
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If you select a photographer, either professional, 

family member or friend, the following guidelines 

apply: 
 

•Absolutely no flash pictures during the wedding  

  service.     

  (This is only permitted during the Processional.) 

•Pictures may be taken during the service only from 

  the balcony with available light.    

•During the Processional the photographer may be at  

   the front of the pews. 

•Pre-wedding photos are encouraged. 

•Following the service, you will have an opportunity  

   for pictures. 

•Only fresh flowers and/or plants may be used near  

  the altar.     

•Furniture and other appointments in the Sanctuary  

  and chancel area may not be moved. 

•For safety reasons, a runner is not permitted. 

•Pew bows may be attached to hooks on the end of  

  each pew.   

•If candles are carried, they must be protected by a  

  hurricane shade. 

•Altar candles will always be lit. 

•If you are choosing to have a unity candle, please bring it  

  with you to the rehearsal.     

•You may also use the church’s seven branch candelabras. 
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 Photographs 

Flowers & Decorations 



The fees for wedding services at NUMC are as follows: 
 

 Clergy      $300 

 Organist     Determined by Organist 

 Sexton    $75 

            Non-member only 

                Building use fee  $275 

 

 Optional  

 Vocal Soloist   $100 

 Handbells   $200 

 Bulletin    $  75 

The rehearsal is usually the evening before the 

wedding at 5 or 6pm.  The person in charge is the 

pastor who will be officiating at the wedding.  Every 

effort should be made to be on time for the 

rehearsal. 

 

To assist you at the rehearsal and the wedding 

service, the church provides a wedding coordinator.  

Two months prior to the wedding, please call Lisa 

Santare at 302-368-8774. She will designate a 

wedding coordinator who will help make your day as 

smooth and happy as possible. 

 

A letter indicating to whom your checks should be made 
will be sent to you one month before your wedding. 
Non-member weddings are at the pastor’s discretion. 
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Rehearsal 

 Fees 



 Wedding bulletins are available.    

 Please see Lisa Santare, who will 

be happy to discuss this with you 

and show you samples.  If the 

preparation of the bulletin is done 

here, the cost is $75. 
 

Your guest book will be on the ground floor in the North 

Narthex, (Main Street Lobby). 
 

If you wish to be showered with something when leaving 

the church facility, bubbles, bird seed, and butterflies are 

acceptable. You cannot use rice, or any kind of paper 

product.   
 

For your out-of-town guests, we can provide you with 

directions to the church and information regarding 

available parking.  
 

Please bring your marriage license and all payments to the 

church office one week prior to your service. These items 

should be given to Pat MacKenzie, 

Newark UMC bookkeeper. 
 

Please advise your guests that any 

plans to park in the church lot after 

9:00pm should be cleared with the 

business office. This should be done 

several days prior to your wedding.   
 

We do not wish to inconvenience you 

or your guests and encourage you to 

notify the church business office (368-

8774) of any vehicle that will be 

parked after 9:00pm.   
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 Final Preparations 



Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller 
  Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ward Mesick 
  Campus Pastor 

Lisa Santare 
  Communications Administrator 

Office Manager 

Robert Cappiello 
  Business Manager 

Pat MacKenzie 
  Bookkeeper 

Ernie Schofield 
Facility Coordinator 

Piedad Luna 
  Custodian 

69 East Main Street   Newark, Delaware 19711  

phone (302) 368-8774     www.newark-umc.org 


