
 
  



  

 WELCOME  STATEMENT 

Newark United Methodist Church is a congregation with 
open hearts, open minds, and open arms. 

We welcome and affirm you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

regardless of your race, ethnicity, age, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, social or economic status, 

physical and mental ability, or religious affiliation. 
We are all God’s beloved children. 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us via livestream. 
If you are new to our online worship service, we encourage you 
to learn more about us and to reach out to us at https://newark-
umc.org/wp/guests/welcome/ 
 

 SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS 

The parts of today’s worship service to be spoken by the entire 
congregation are printed in bold. You are invited to use the 

prelude and postlude time for prayer and reflection. 
 

 THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY! 



 
  

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 PRELUDE 

Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem                             Stanley E. Saxton 
 
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone 
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” 
  

    All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  
    to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  

    Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son,  
    who in the Lord's name comest, the King and Blessed One.  
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  4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in 

the street. As they were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said 
to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it.  
 

    All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  
    to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
    The company of angels are praising thee on high,  
    and we with all creation in chorus make reply.  
 

7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 
it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fields.  
 

    All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  
    to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
    The people of the Hebrews  with psalms before thee went;  
    our prayer and praise and anthems before thee we present.  
 

9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed were  
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord! 
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

    All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  
    to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
    To thee, before thy passion,they sang their hymns of praise;  
    to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  
 

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and 
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, 
he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 

    All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King,  
    to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.  
    Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,  
    who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.  
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 CALL TO WORSHIP 

Give thanks! 
God’s love is constant and devoted to us. 
 

Let us say over and over: 
God’s hope is unfailing in caring for us, 
   through health care workers and researchers, 
   through teachers reopening classrooms, 
   and therapists available around the clock. 
 

Give thanks, O give thanks! 
Justice is the gate God opens to all. 
 

Let us say over and over: 
God hears the cries of those who are forgotten: 
   those who sleep rough in forgotten streets, 
   those who are most vulnerable around us, 
   those who have no family to care for them.  
 

Give thanks, O give thanks, people of God! 
God comes to bring us new life. 
 

Let us say this over and over: 
God takes the stone tossed aside by us 
   to build the foundation of salvation, 
   a foundation made out of grace’s gravel, 
   the sand of hope shaken out of Jesus’ shoes, 
   and mixed with the waters of life. 
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   OPENING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 
 

Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest heavens!   
We shout our loud hosannas, God who is good,  
  whose steadfast love endures forever.   
When we cry out you answer us.  
Wondrous are your works of mercy and of love.   
You have opened the gates of righteousness to us  
   that we may enter through them  
   singing songs of praise and thanksgiving.   
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heavens!   
Hosanna, to our God!  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 CHILDREN’S TIME  

The month of March has been a busy time for our young 
people.  They have learned that God's plans are perfect, 
love is the foundation of God's plans, that Jesus said yes 
to God's plans, and most of all that we are included in 
God's plans. 
 

Children are invited to join Sunday School by exploring 
our interactive virtual classrooms via the NUMC website.  
To sign up to participate in next week’s parking lot 
Sunday School please reach out to sshultz@newark-
umc.org.  
 

Today’s discussion question comes from the Gospel of 
Mark.  Jesus trusted his disciples to do what he asked.  
The person from whom Jesus borrowed the colt he rode 
into Jerusalem trusted that Jesus would return it.  Who 
do you trust with the things that are valuable to you?  
Why? 
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Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the scribes were 
looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him;  
2 for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a riot 
among the people.” 
3 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as 
he sat at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and 
poured the ointment on his head.  
4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why 
was the ointment wasted in this way? 

 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three 
hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they 
scolded her.  
6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She 
has performed a good service for me.  
7 For you always have the poor with you, and you can show 
kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always 
have me.  
8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body 
beforehand for its burial. 

 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the 
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance 
of her.” 

 

The Spirit of God has been present  
   in the reading and hearing of these words.   
Thanks be to God! 
 

 
 



 
  
  

 MESSAGE  

STUMBLING BLOCKS TO A 5-G FAITHLIFE:  
THE CROWD 
Pastor Mary Catherine Miller 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

After a year of weariness, 
we struggle to put one foot 
in front of the other, if  
we manage to pull ourselves 
out of bed each morning.  
But you take us by the hand, 
Steadfast Love, 
as we walk through 
the streets of your community 
of grace and wonder, 
listening to the songbirds. 
  

After a year of endless stories 
of those who refuse to be cautious, 
who could care less about others, 
we try to keep our ears 
from being stuffed with cotton, 
Word of hope for all, 
so we might learn how to listen, 
to the hearts which are ignored 
by everyone, everywhere. 
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

After a year of staying in place, 
it is no wonder we want to run away 
for the days of exhaustion, 
the overwhelming worries, 
the fears that are velcroed to us, 
so model for us, 
Peace of the weary, 
how to dare to bear the injustices 
of all those blamed by far too many 
for these days in which we find ourselves. 
  

Steadfast Love, Word of Hope, Spirit of Peace, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear us as we lift our prayer to you, 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY & THE LORD’S PRAYER  (cont.)  



  
 INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

As we transition to our time of offering, a time in which we 
make our gratitude to God visible through the giving of our 
tithes and offerings, you are invited to make your offering 
using the online giving link found at newark-umc.org.  A direct 
link can be found below. You may also mail your offering to the 
church office.   
 

https://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/ 
 

Remember to offer love to others this week through a call, 
email, text or card.  Write down the name of persons God 
places upon your heart now. 
 

Let us give with cheerful hearts as we receive our musical 
offering. 

 MUSICAL OFFERING 

    

Were You There                                              Isaiah Gaines, soloist           

 UM HYMNAL   

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Let us pray, 
 

We have discovered, in this year of pandemic,  
   that we have more than we ever imagined,  
   and discover we are given opportunities  
   we never saw before  
   to be your grace, your hope, your love  
   in the lives of those around us,  
   as we care for all your children in these days.   
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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 POSTLUDE 

O Welt, ich muss dich lassen                            Johannes Brahms 

(O world, I must leave thee) 

 BLESSING & GOING FORTH 

Now we will set aside our palm branches, 
   to go and serve at God’s side 
   in a broken and fearful world. 
Now we will pick up our cloaks 
   and follow Jesus wherever he leads, 
   to learn from those the world ignores, 
   to be touched by the grace within them. 
Now we will sing songs of wonder, 
   as we work alongside the Spirit, 
   sustaining the weary with peace and hope. 
Amen. 
 



 
 
 
 
  

 
                           FL0WER DEDICATIONS 

 TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
 

 LICENSING 

Copyright License  C 2033079 Size C 
Streaming Plus 21006565 
+ Streaming License  C CSPL 136595 
Song Select Premium 
One License  A-716945 
 

 SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Pastor    Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller 
Liturgist     John Sullivan 
Organ    Paul Fleckenstein 
Piano   Brett Izsa 
Guitar   John Clem 
Cantor   Sara Gaines 
Soloist   Isaiah Gaines 
Livestream   Sarah Jungling 

 ATTRIBUTIONS 

The liturgy entitled “Liturgy of the palms for a season of pandemic” 
posted on Lectionary Liturgies for March 28, 2021, was written by 
Thom Shuman. The opening prayer was written by Rev. Dr. Mary 
Catherine Miller and based upon the Lectionary texts for March 28, 
2021 (NRSV). 
 

In celebration or our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on April 7,  
from Diane & Nick Brahy. 
 



 
  
April 1 - Holy Thursday 
7:00 pm – Communion Service In-person 
Registration will be required. We released the sign-up for 
this service on March 27.   
We will have palm crosses available to take home. 
If you are unable to attend the service, you can stop by the 
church on Thursday between 10 and 2 pm to pick them up. 
 
April 2 - Good Friday   
Song of the Shadows  
by Joseph M. Martin and Pamela Martin 
Chancel Choir will present the cantata,  
Song of the Shadows, with narration by Ruth Oatman.  
The cantata will premiere at noon on YouTube and 
Facebook on Good Friday.    
 

Easter Sunday 

8:00 am – Parking Lot Service – Bring your own chairs and 
park in the municipal lots on either side of our parking 
lot.  Registration will be required.  Print your bulletin at 
home or bring your mobile device.   
We will be releasing the sign-up for this service on  
March 29. 
9:30 am – Livestream as usual 
10:00 am – Family Easter Scavenger Hunt with music, 
games, and a scavenger hunt with a twist! 
11:00 am – SonSpirit as usual 
 



 
 
 

Lay Leaders 
Mark Werrell, Lisa Gensel, Lloyd Massey, Natalie 
Alexander 
Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller, Senior Pastor 
Paul Fleckenstein, Interim Organist 
Sara Shultz, Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Lisa Santare, Office Manager 
Robert Cappiello, Business Manager 
Pat MacKenzie, Bookkeeper 
Stephanie Yerkes, Preschool Director 
Debbie Knight, Preschool Administrative Assistant 
Ernie Schofield, Facility Coordinator 
Piedad Luna, Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo, Asst. Custodian 
 

Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry 
at the University of Delaware 
Rev. Ward Mesick, Campus Pastor 
Brooke Walker, Director 
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