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Holy Thursday 

7:00pm: Communion Service in-person and 
livestreamed. 
Registration is required to attend in person. To 
register, click here. 

 

Good Friday 

Premiering at noon: Song of the Shadows by 
Joseph M. Martin and Pamela Martin. 
Join us on YouTube or Facebook for the 
Chancel Choir’s presentation of the 
cantata Song of the Shadows, with narration by 
Ruth Oatman.   

 

Easter Sunday 

8:00am: Parking Lot Service. Bring your own 
chairs and park in the municipal lots on either 
side of our parking lot. Registration is required 
to attend in person. To register, click here. 

9:30am: Livestream, as usual. 

10:00 am: Family Easter Scavenger Hunt with 
music, games, and a scavenger hunt with a 
twist! 

11:00am: SonSpirit, as usual. 

https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=627f9ca8f0&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=d7340ee384&e=92560c3cdf


302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 

2 

Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell, Lisa Gensel, Lloyd Massey, 
Natalie Alexander 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller ext. 214 
 
Interim Organist 
Paul Fleckenstein    

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Stephanie Yerkes, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Director 
Brooke Walker   ext.216 

STAFF 

What does it mean to be loyal to someone or something? 
Our sense of what it means to be loyal has been nurtured 
over time. We have learned where our loyalties should 
lie from those we respected as they prioritized one thing 
or person over another. We learned the value of loyalty 
to and in our friends when we were told, “You want 
friends who will stick with you through thick and thin.” 
Our parents’ and family members’ commitment to us 
was reinforced when they said, “No matter what, I will 
love you.” From this, we learned loyalty to family is 
important. In eighth grade I learned about an expectation 
of loyalty to the local public high school through its 
Alma Mater. “Truth, honor, loyalty, may to thee belong” 
we sang. All these observations and experiences have 
taught us that some things and people are worth our 
loyalty and others are not.  

In our daily lives, many people and things seek to garner 
our ultimate loyalty: work, family, friends, sports teams, 
hobbies, clubs, church, God and so forth. This month, as 
we continue to explore the nature of Christian 
stewardship we are reminded, “No one can serve two 
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.” These words can be 
quite challenging, living in the uncertain times that we 
do. Taken alongside Jesus’ command not to store up for 
ourselves treasure on earth, those who have prospered 
during the pandemic are challenged to consider how that 
which has been entrusted to them might be shared to 
demonstrate God’s loyalty to all of humanity. As we, 
both as individuals and as a church, seek to live lives 
worthy of God’s loyalty to us through God’s saving grace 
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the question 
becomes, “Where is the line between what we actually 
need to supply our own needs and what we have that 
could resource the needs of others, helping to lift up 
those for whom the pandemic has been a time of loss of 
jobs, home, health, financial security, and/or loved 
ones?” 

From the Pastor’s Desk:  
A Christian Steward is LOYAL 

Continued on p3 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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As we move through Holy Week to the celebration of 
Easter, we are offered the opportunity to reflect on the 
question, “Where do my/our loyalties lie? What changes 
might I/we need to make to reflect lives that are first and 
foremost loyal to God? 

Have a Blessed Holy Week and Joyful Easter! 

Pastor Mary Catherine 

Recommended Scriptures: Matthew 6:19-21, Luke 14:25-33 

(This series is based upon materials from the Discipleship 
Ministries of the United Methodist Church: umcdiscipleship.org/
equipping-leaders/stewardship) 

From the Pastor’s Desk-Continued from p2 

Part of what we in the United Methodist 
Church promise God and one another 
during baptisms is that we will help grow 
and shape disciples of Jesus Christ, as 
Jesus commissions us to do in Matthew 28: 
19-20. 

Newark United Methodist Church is 
committed to developing disciples of Jesus 
Christ and providing the resources and 
service opportunities necessary for 
believers to grow into mature, dependable 
disciples who can then make disciples of 
others.  

Currently, there are two systemic ways 
through which we do this. 

One is Disciples TREE, which involves a 
monthly one-on-one coaching 
relationship; the other is Covenant 

Discipleship, which involves a weekly 
gathering of between 4 and 7 persons, 
centered on an aspirational covenant that 
each group creates. Both of these are 
modern adaptations of John Wesley’s 
small-group approach to forming mature 
disciples of Jesus Christ under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

If you are interested in seeking a closer 
walk with Christ in community with 
others who are likewise motivated, please 
contact Pastor Mary Catherine at 
NewarkPastor@gmail.com, and she will 
put you in touch with one of our 
Discipleship Leadership team members. 

Discipleship Sunday: April 11 

Services on April 11 will be led by 
members of the Discipleship Leadership 
Team. 

mailto:NewarkPastor@gmail.com


4 

C
H

R
IS

T
IA

N
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
 

Youth Newsletter 
The staff members at Worship, Learn, Love 
have been tirelessly working to keep the 
newsletter thriving. It has become a lot more 
challenging, much like a lot of things during 
this time, but we will continue to push 
forward.  
In order to keep it thriving, we have 
expanded slightly. We have done this by 
designing and publishing our own website 
for the newsletter. We feature current and 
past editions, some photos of events we 
have done, and a calendar with upcoming 
youth events…more to come later on!  
If you are interested in looking at all of our 
hard work, visit 
www.wllnewsletters.mailchimpsites.com. 
While we now have email, a website, and a 
growing newsletter, our main priority still 
lies within the newsletters themselves. One 
of the things we have done is to transition 
back to releasing our newsletters on the first 
Sunday of every month. We also have 
started the process of looking into doing a 
mask fundraiser. More details on this will 
come soon.  
If you are interested in more information 
about us, please contact 
youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com. If you 
are interested in receiving our newsletters as 
hard copies instead of online, please sign up 
accordingly on our website. We hope you 
continue to enjoy our newsletters.As always, 
please send us any feedback using this link: 
https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7 
You can also find all our google forms on 
our website under the “forms for our 
newsletter” page of our website.  
Thank you, 

Education News 

Hi Friends—Happy Spring! 

Warmer weather is upon us, so stay tuned for 
more outdoor Sunday School sessions! 

Our April and Easter series is called Rise 
Up. Grab your hiking boots and pitch a tent. 
It’s time to summit through the story of 
Jesus—who rose from death and gave us 
everything we need for our journey. This 
month, we’re learning about how the miracle 
of Jesus’ resurrection strengthens us and 
changes our relationships in the best way.  

Everyone will have a chance to put these 
ideas in their backpack to carry with them 
always: Jesus overcame death. Jesus connects 
us to each other. Jesus gives encouragement. 
We are stronger with Jesus. 

April 4, Easter Sunday: We will have an 
Easter egg scavenger hunt in the parking lot 
after the main worship service. We hope to 
see you there! 

Sara Shultz 
Director of Spiritual Formation 

http://www.wllnewsletters.mailchimpsites.com
mailto:youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7
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Thank you for supporting the Wesley Foundation St. Patrick's Day Sub Sale!  

A Grateful Heart is a Magnet for Miracles 

We would like to extend our sincere 
appreciation for your ongoing support of our 
fundraisers. While this year has looked a little 
different, we have figured out ways to keep 
our fundraisers alive with virtual events. Due 
to your contributions, the Apparel Now 
spiritwear and Usborne book fair sales were a 
huge success! We hope you were able to get a 
few items—if not, you can still make 
purchases for spiritwear (https://
apparelnow.com/nmp-apparel) or Usborne 
books (tinyurl.com/NMPBookFair2021) by 
visiting these sites. 

100th Day of School 

Happy 100th Day of School! Pre-K is holding 
its 100th Day of School celebration this 
month. The students are working hard to 
decorate their 100th Day t-shirts and plan to 
wear them proudly during their scheduled 
class celebrations. 

Job Openings 

NMP has successfully filled the two open 
Assistant Teacher positions; however, we 
still have a need for substitute teachers. If 
you know of anyone who is interested in an 
opportunity to work with NMP, please have 
them contact the preschool office for details. 

Upgrades--Air Filtration System 

With Covid-19 still present, the preschool 
researched ways to improve ventilation and 
filtration within the classrooms. Air filtration 
systems help to cut down on the number of 
airborne particles that linger when an infected 
person coughs or exhales indoors. In March, 
NMP was able to secure and install air 
filtration systems in all classrooms, helping to 
make NMP a safer place to play and learn.  

2021/2022 Registration 

Opportunities are still available for children 
ages 2-Pre-K for the 2021-2022 school year. 
Private tours for new students can be 
arranged by calling the preschool office. 

Preschool Office:  
(302)368-1754 

syerkes@newark-umc.org 

Trying Christians: Sundays from Noon-1pm via Zoom 

4/11 The 7 Definitive Letters of Paul–Philippians (led by Mark Deshon)  

4/18 The 7 Definitive Letters of Paul–Romans (led by Mark Deshon) 

4/25 Environmental Ethics (led by Roland Roth)  

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09 

(Passcode: 541475) 

https://apparelnow.com/nmp-apparel
https://apparelnow.com/nmp-apparel
http://tinyurl.com/NMPBookFair2021
mailto:syerkes@newark-umc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
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Bunting Library News 

It has been a year since any books or materials 
have been added to Bunting Library. 
Although still closed, we are looking and 
planning ahead. We will be ordering some 
new resource materials and we are planning a 
new area, a section for audiobooks, which we 
believe will interest those who:  

• might be having trouble reading due to 
fading sight 

• might like to listen as they drive or ride 
• might like to just listen as they relax 
• Others we haven’t even thought of yet! 

We are excited about this new direction that 
our library is planning! The audiobooks will 
be varied in interest and subject, as are the 
regular books, in that there will be fiction and 
non-fiction. Initially, we will probably lean 
more toward building in the fiction area, as 
this is the area that first gave us the idea of 
acquiring audiobooks.  

So look ahead with us! We are waiting eagerly 
to open up when that time comes. We hope 
you are eager, too! 

RECENT READS BOOK GROUP 

Our group is expanding, and we 
would love for you to be part of us, 
too! So we are saying again, come 
share some of the books you have been 
enjoying with this group of 
enthusiastic readers. 

We don't Zoom! We can't meet 
together as we did before, but we are 
still reading. Every month, each person 
writes a short report/review about 
their chosen book that month; these are 
then compiled and the whole 
compilation is sent to each of us to 
share.  

It is SO EASY to be a part of our 
reading group, and fun to share about 
good books with each other. We would 
love to have you join in—the more, the 
merrier—and the more good books to 
hear about! 

Call Janet in the church office to find out 
how participate (302/368-8774).  
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Special Giving Sunday, April 18  
Native American Ministries 

Giving on this special Sunday in the United 
Methodist Church allows Native 
Americans to encounter, worship and serve 
Jesus while honoring and celebrating 
Native American culture. Native 
Americans—with many unique languages 
and cultures—honor their heritage, and 
live as followers of Jesus, led by a rotation 
of primarily Native American pastors. 
Donations given toward these ministries 
are dedicated to missions that equip and 
empower Native American pastors, 
seminarians and congregations to do what 
only they can do: authentically worship 
and serve Jesus. This support helps to 
equip those who will honor and celebrate 
Native American culture in their 
ministries, and empowers congregations in 
finding new ways to minister to their 
communities with the love of Christ. 

How to give (2 ways): You may mail a 
check to the church and note Native 
American Ministries on the memo line; 
include your envelope number if you have 
one.  

Or you can go to the NUMC Online Giving 

page, and type in Native American 
Ministries under “Optional”. 

NUMC Business Directory: 
A source of help you can trust! 

Did you ever need a plumber, 
electrician, painter, babysitter, dog-
walker, yard worker, or other help, but 
you just didn’t know where to 
turn?  Help is on the way!   

CIA is compiling an electronic business 
directory that will be accessible from the 
church website.  If you have a service 
and want folks to know about it, please 
send your “ad” or business card to Pat 
Hammond 
(pathamm809@comcast.net).   

Mark Your Calendar: 
CHURCH PICNIC on JUNE 13! 

We have reserved the Norma B. 
Handloff Park Pavilion at Barksdale 
Park in Newark on June 13 from 10am–
4pm for the annual church picnic.  

At this point, we are restricted to a 
maximum of 50 people in the pavilion.  

Congregation in Action will provide 
more details for all who register to 
attend.  

WATCH FOR ONLINE 
REGISTRATION to be released in May!   

Outreach Congregation in Action 

Lenten Offering 

Needs at the Delaware Food Bank, this 
year’s dedicated Outreach Lenten effort, 
continue to be crucial.  It isn’t too late to 
send an offering this month!   

To send a check, make it out to NUMC.   
On the memo line, please note specifically, 
Lenten Offering, and add your envelope 
number if you have one. 

For electronic donations, you may go to 
Lent on NUMC’s online giving page. 

On behalf of the Delaware Food Bank, the 
Outreach Team thanks you for your 
generous help! 

https://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
https://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
mailto:pathamm809@comcast.net
https://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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*A brand is the way an organization is perceived by those who experience it. More than simply a 
name, term, design or symbol, a brand is the recognizable feeling that an organization and its actions 
evokes in others. 

Team Vision Forward 

NUMC, like many churches in North 
America, is an aging congregation with 
steadily declining membership. 
Moreover, the COVID pandemic is 
redefining when, how and why we do 
things. In this unique window of 
opportunity, Team Vision Forward has 
been tasked to assess, understand, reflect 
and discern “what is God calling NUMC 
to be and to do going forward?” and 
“what are our individual, community and 
congregational needs, and how will 
NUMC meet them?” 

Team Vision Forward will attempt to 
clarify NUMC’s identity (or “brand”*) for 
ourselves and the world around us 
(particularly local churches and the 
community). We are envisioning a more 
relational church as one outcome of our 
work, a church that is naturally 
invitational because of its strong sense of 
identity. Doable action items and 
achievable resources (people, facilities, 
dollars) also will be defined in support of 
and to advance Pastor Mary’s vision for 
NUMC. 

Team Vision Forward is being co-led by 
Kevin Smith, Lloyd Massey and Bruce 
Yost. Additional team members are 
welcome: we are looking for those who 
have passion, energy, and—most 
important—time to have discussions, 
conduct Discovery Interviews, and/or 
facilitate surveys to create conversations 
that identify and clarify unmet needs & 

opportunities. Team members hopefully will 
include not only members of the 
congregation, but non-members as well, to 
help us explore a range of perspectives as to 
what NUMC is, isn’t, could be and should 
be! 

Our effort will begin in earnest in March and 
will last one year (or less). We envision 
monthly two-hour (or less) team meetings to 
review progress, discuss findings, and plan 
next steps. Some additional time will be 
required for interviews. 

If you are interested in joining Team Vision 
Forward, please contact Kevin (302/420-
7595), Lloyd (302/270-9170) or Bruce 
(484/508-8327) for more information. 

And if you do not “officially” join us as part 
of the Team, we hope that all within NUMC 
and beyond will contribute your prayers 
and thoughtful insights, as well as your 
ideas focusing on unmet needs (not 
solutions), when we reach out for your 
input. 
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Audio/Visual Sanctuary Updates 

The new system components installed in March include additional, 
improved microphones for better sound pickup and new audio 
processing and sanctuary speakers for enhanced sound quality, both 
in-person and streamed. On the video side, three upgraded 
sanctuary cameras have been added and a video 
monitoring/processing room created in the Robing Room to stream 
the video to other locations in the building and out over the web.  

…and We (Still) Need Your Help! 

We are forming an AV Team to assist with Sunday worship. Sarah 
Jungling has single-handedly kept our livestream up and running 
for the last couple of years, bless her! But now that we will have a 
cohesive, user-friendly, professional system, it’s time to build a team 
to run it. We expect to need 2 volunteers each Sunday and will 
provide all the training necessary. Here’s what we are looking for: 

• High school-age and above 
• Willingness to learn 
• Sunday availability 
• No prior experience necessary 

Please contact Sarah Jungling (sljung@udel.edu) or Lisa Santare 
(lsantare@newark-umc.org) with your interest. 

Flowers for Sunday Worship Service 

The new 2021 sign-up chart for dedicating 
Sunday flowers is in place in the hallway.  

You can’t sign up on that chart right now, of 
course. However, you can dedicate Sunday 
flowers by calling the office to speak with Lisa 
or Janet, or email Lisa at the office 
(lsantare@newark-umc.org). 

Bouquets are still $30 each. If you wish to take 

your flowers after the service, they will be 

available in the Welcome Center on Monday 

between 1-2pm. 

Unclaimed flowers will remain in the Welcome 

Center for the following week before being used 

otherwise (at the discretion of the Altar Guild). 

mailto:sljung@udel.edu
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
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 Update from the Finance Team 

Through the first 8 months of our fiscal year ending 6/30/2021, our total revenue has 
exceeded our budgeted expenses resulting in a surplus. While we are happy that we 
have excess funds at the moment, we have achieved this by not spending all of the 
money that is in the budget, mainly due to the open Music Director position, reduced 
part-time help expense, and the timing of Trustee/building expenses.  

Of concern is a slow but steady decline in our congregational giving, which is down 
4.5% compared to the previous year. Under normal circumstances, this would make a 
balanced budget hard to achieve. While we have benefited from lower than normal 
expenses, we fully expect a return to regular operational costs as we approach the 
summer months. For the church to maintain and grow our ministries to the local 
community, we will need to focus more attention on stewardship going forward. As 
we approach the end of our fiscal year and look forward to our annual stewardship 
campaign, we ask you to prayerfully consider an increased pledge to support God’s 
work at NUMC. Increased funding will enable us to continue livestreaming our 
services via enhanced AV equipment, fully fund all of our educational needs for 
children and youth, and to fully equip our music program as we return to normal in-
person services. And to God will go the glory!! 

PPP Loan Forgiven! 

We have been notified by M&T Bank that our loan in the amount of $102,440 has 
qualified for forgiveness and is now paid in full.  

As you may recall, NUMC was awarded a PPP loan through M&T Bank under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act. The loan was dated April 15, 
2020, administered by the Small Business Administration, and utilized to fund certain 
expenses including payroll during the early stages of the pandemic. We are pleased to 
announce that after a review of the expenses we incurred during the program, NUMC 
has met the requirements for 100% debt forgiveness. Praise the Lord!!  
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining 
Room.  

We appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 4pm on 
April 22 (the Welcome Center is open 
from 1 to 4pm that afternoon).  

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Did you know…? 

Making check-in calls to people you haven’t seen 
for a while can be fun, rewarding, and 
surprising! One of my check-ins was to Grace 
and John Gosnay, long-time NUMC members, 
who seemed pleasantly surprised to hear from 
me. Asking the open-ended question, “What 
have you been doing to keep busy during these 
strange times?” I was rewarded with great 
information: 

Since January 2012, in collaboration with Canine 
Partners for Life (CPL), Grace and John have 
been training “Juniors”–2-year old dogs, many of 
whom have received puppy training from 
prisoners. John calls this a win-win: prisoners 
and dogs reciprocate love, and by the time a dog 
is assigned to folks like the Gosnays, the dogs are 
ready to be trained as service dogs. The Gosnays 
are on their 40th and 41st dogs, Rocky and Bell, 
named by viewers of Philadelphia’s Channel 6 
News. 

If you would like to learn how you can donate or 
become involved with CPL, check them out at 
https://k94life.org, or write to Canine Partners 
for Life, P.O. Box 170, Concordville, PA 19330…
or talk with Grace and John Gosnay!  

Please share (with permission) interesting 
stories you hear as you check in on folks!  

Kathy Werrell 
Congregation in Action/Congregational Care 

Big Thanks! 

I have always known NUMC to be 
a generous, loving family, and am 
so thankful to be a part of it! 

I never anticipated needing help, 
but when I broke my collarbone last 
month, y’all swooped in with gifts of 
food, cards and prayers, and Russell 
and I can’t thank you enough. It has 
made an enormous difference for us! 

Just a little bit longer in a sling, and 
then I hope I can pay it forward to 
others who end up in need...just  
gotta figure out how to cook as well 
as my angels in Tender Loving 
Christians, NUMC’s prayer chain 
and elsewhere. 

Thanks again, and much love to all, 

Lys Murray 

https://k94life.org
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mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

