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Take-5 Fridays 
(Taize-style) 

Start your lunch- or dinnertime off right with 
five minutes of song, prayer and reflection 
using songs from Taize, a quote for the day and 
a question upon which to reflect.  

Make sure you are following us on Facebook at Facebook.com/
NewarkUMC, so you’ll know it’s time to Take 5. 

Ash Wednesday—Ashes to Go 

Who will receive the Golden 
Halo? 

Looking for a fun way to learn a 
little about saints who have gone 
before us in the faith? Check out 
Lent Madness at https://
www.lentmadness.org/ 

Each day, two saints go head-to-

head: read their bios and vote for 

your favorite! Setup is in bracket 

form, and the field is narrowed 

down until one saint remains. 

http://facebook.com/NewarkUMC
http://facebook.com/NewarkUMC
https://www.lentmadness.org/
https://www.lentmadness.org/
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STAFF 

This month I begin a series of short articles that will 
focus on what it means to be a good steward of all that 
God provides. Over the next several months we will 
explore compassion, contentment, generosity, 
gratefulness, love, loyalty, obedience, prayerfulness, 
responsibility, sacrifice, sharing and trustworthiness and 
what it might look like for us to exercise good 
stewardship of them. 

In this article we are focusing on what it means to say 
that a Christian steward is compassionate. We begin by 
considering how one way a Christian steward shows 
compassion is through caring for the earth. Did you know 
that there is more than one creation account in the 
Bible? The second account begins with the formation of 
humanity from the soil of the earth with God’s breath 
filling our lungs. Humankind’s first breath is followed by 
the creation of all that we need to have full lives. This 
includes not only things like food and water, but also a 
sense of purpose through the tilling and tending of the 
earth.  

By taking care of creation, we help to ensure that the 
benefits of this world can be experienced in a life-giving 
way by all of humanity now and into the future. 
Developing a conservation-oriented mindset, reducing 
our carbon footprints by walking or riding bikes for short 
trips, reducing our water usage, shutting off lights when 
we aren’t in a room, and recycling are all ways we can 
take care of and show compassion for the earth. 

Another way we show compassion is to see the needs of 
others and to use what we have to benefit them in some 
way. Jesus models compassion for us. When Jesus 
learned that his cousin John was dead, he took a boat 
ride for a little time to himself. The time was short-lived, 
though: the crowds of people who were following him 
sought him out. When he saw them, we are told “he had 
compassion for them.” He saw their need and reached 
out to help. This included curing people who were sick 
and taking the resources at hand to provide food for 
those who gathered. We show compassion when we visit 
the sick, feed the hungry, provide adequate clothing for 
those in need, and so forth. We also show compassion 
when we work to dismantle unjust systems and work to 
establish equitable distribution of the world’s resources.  

In short, Christian stewards are caretakers and 
caregivers. They concern themselves with the distribution 
of gifts and resources so that all might benefit. How do 
you show compassion through the care of and use of 
your resources? 

Recommended Scriptures: (Genesis 2:4-9; Matthew 
14:13-21, 25:31-46; 1 Corinthians 12:12-28; James 2:14-
17). 

(This series is based upon materials from the Discipleship 
Ministries of the United Methodist Church: umcdiscipleship.org/
equipping-leaders/stewardship) 

From the Pastor’s Desk:  
A Christian Steward Is... 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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 Camp Pecometh 20K Challenge Update 

A check for over $21,570 was presented to Jack 
Shitama, Executive Director of Camp Pecometh, 
for vital support to this "special sanctuary for 
spiritual growth"on Sunday, Feb. 14 by Rob 
Cappiello, NUMC Business Manager, on behalf of 
our loving and caring congregation.  

Jack thanked NUMC for its generosity and 
commented that this check was the largest 
contribution received thus far from any church, 
and that it was a welcome addition to their 
fundraiser.  Joining Jack (center left) and Rob 
(center right) was Susan Sheldon (back left), co-
chair of Outreach, and Tom Dilworth (back right), 
chair of Finance. 

Dear Friends at NUMC, 

Thank you for your gift of $20,570.39 to Pecometh Camp & Retreat Ministries. Your 
contribution comes at an important time in the history of this ministry. In our nearly 75 years of 
ministry I think I can safely say that Pecometh has never had a year like this one. 

Your gift is sustaining us through the most challenging time this ministry has ever faced. 
Because of your support, we are able to continue to offer retreat ministry to those who are willing 
and able. We are also planning for summer camp in 2021. We’re not sure exactly what it will 
look like, but we WILL have summer camp. 

God is providing for this ministry through grants and donations from people like you. One day, 
we will again serve the 10,000+ campers and guests per year that we have served in the past. 
Until then, we will provide as many God-inspired, life-changing experiences as possible. 

Once again thank you for your generous donation. 

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. Jack Shitama, Executive Director 
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Our March teaching series is called Blueprints. 

A blueprint is a kind of plan that helps 
engineers, architects, and drafters know how a 
project should go. Plans are everywhere. Kids 
find plans at school, in their Lego sets, and 
even in their videogames.  

But the best kind of plans are the ones that 
help us grow! Through the life of Jesus, we're 
going to find out that God's plans are perfect, 
love is the foundation of God's plans, that 
Jesus said yes to God's plans, and most of all 
that we are included in God's plans.  

On March 7, we will host our in-person 
Parking Lot Children’s and Families Service. 
On the remaining weeks, we will host our 
lessons through the interactive virtual 
classrooms on the NUMC website. 

Youth Newsletter 
The staff members at Worship, Learn, Love 
have been tirelessly working to keep the 
newsletter thriving. It has become a lot more 
challenging—much like a lot of things 
during this time—but we will continue to 
push forward.  
In order to keep it thriving, we have 
expanded slightly. We have done this by 
designing and publishing our own website 
for the newsletter. It features current and 
past editions, some photos of events we 
have done, and a calendar with upcoming 
youth events, with more to come later on. If 
you are interested in looking at all our hard 
work, visit 
www.wllnewsletters.mailchimpsites.com.  
While we now have email, a website, and a 
growing newsletter, our main priority still 
lies within the newsletters themselves. One 
thing we have done is transitioning back to 
releasing our newsletters on the first Sunday 
of every month.  
If you are interested in learning more about 
us, please contact 
youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com. If you 
are interested in receiving our newsletters as 
hard copies instead of online, please sign up 
accordingly on our website. We hope that 
you continue to enjoy our newsletters; as 
always, please send any feedback using this 
link: https://forms.gle/
bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7 
 Thank you, 

 
 
 
 

 
Trying Christians 

Sundays from Noon-1pm via Zoom 

All this month: Final Words of Jesus: DVD 
study by Adam Hamilton 

March 7: Led by Diane Kelly 

March 14:  Led by Bill Boyd 

March 21:  Led by Becky Evans 

March 28:  Led by Becky Evans 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/89713833737?

pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6
QT09 (Passcode: 541475) 

Education News 

https://newark-umc.org/wp/family-sunday-school-experience/
http://www.wllnewsletters.mailchimpsites.com
mailto:youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7
https://forms.gle/bbCyaLzHt2MTcZ8K7
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZIUG9rdG1iMXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
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Many Thanks... 

NMP received a Certificate of Appreciation 
from Governor Carney, Secretary Susan S. 
Bunting and the DE Department of 
Education in recognition of their 
commitment and dedication to Delaware's 
children and families. NMP was 
commended for its compassion and 
flexibility during this past year, noting that 
the early childhood provider has played an 
essential role by offering a stable and 
consistent routine for its families. NMP 
teachers continue to go above and beyond 
to ensure that their students have a safe and 
fun learning environment each and every 
day. We are grateful to have such dedicated 
and loving staff, and also offer many thanks 
to the NMP families who have trusted us to 
care for and teach their children.   

New Year New Gear 

NMP has teamed up with Apparel Now to 
bring the latest in spiritwear and items 
imprinted with the NMP logo. Purchase 
your new gear online at https://
apparelnow.com/nmp-apparel. All 
proceeds will benefit NMP. 

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754/syerkes@newark-umc.org/
Newark United Methodist Church  69 East Main St. 

2021/2022 Registration 

Open Enrollment is currently underway for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Opportunities 
are available for children ages 2-Pre-K. 
Contact the preschool office for details. 

Coming soon... NMP is hosting an online 
Usborne Book Fair! 

Wesley Foundation  
St. Patrick's Day Sub Sale 

 
Wednesday, March 17 

Capriotti's Newark  
(Newark Shopping Center) 

Visit Capriotti's in the Newark Shopping Center on 
Wednesday, March 17th and mention you're there for 
the Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry fundraisers, 
and they will donate 20% of the sale. (In-shop and phone 
orders only) 

Thank you for supporting Wesley Foundation 
efforts! 

https://apparelnow.com/nmp-apparel
https://apparelnow.com/nmp-apparel
mailto:syerkes@newark-umc.org
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No matter what his rank or position may be, 
the lover of books is the richest and 
happiest of children of men. (John Alfred 
Langford) 

The first time I read an excellent book, it is to 
me just as if I had gained a new friend. 
When I read over a book I have perused 
before, it resembles the meeting with an 
old one. (Oliver Goldsmith) 

Just the knowledge that a good book is 
awaiting one at the end of a long day 
makes that day happier. (Kathleen 
Norris) 

For something different this month, I thought I'd include some pithy quotes from famous 
folks who obviously had a few wise thoughts about books: 

A room without books is like a body without 
a soul. (Cicero) 

Of making many books there is no end; and 
much study is a weariness of the flesh. 
(Eccl.12:12 NRSV) 

It is from books that wise men derive 
consolation in the troubles of life. 
(Victor Hugo) 

Friends, books, a cheerful heart, and 
conscience clear are the most choice 
companions we have here. (William 
Mather)  

Stay safe!   Keep well!   Keep reading! 

Recent Reads Book Group 

Do you love to read? We do, too! And we 
enjoy sharing our thoughts about what 
we have read with others.  

You are invited to join us! If you would 
like to share about a book you have been 
reading, and to hear from other readers 
about the books they are reading, or just 
to find out more about this nice group of 
folks, call Janet in the church office on a 
Monday or Wednesday between 9am and 
noon.  

We would love to hear from you! 
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Lenten Offering for 2021 

The Lenten offering this year will be dedicated to the 
Delaware Food Bank. We know that need has 
continued to increase during this long pandemic time. 
We know from first-hand accounts that there are often 
lines of cars at the Food Bank with folks waiting to 
receive baskets of food. We know that we can help! 
Here's how: 

If sending a check, make it out to NUMC. On the 
memo line, please make sure you note specifically, 
Lenten Offering, and add your envelope number if 
you have one. 

For electronic donations, there is an option to 
contribute to Lent on the church website giving page. 

As always, thank you for your heartfelt generosity! 

THANKS! 

OUTREACH thanks everyone for their Go-Bag and the Mitten Tree donations this 
winter.  Continuing need prompts requests for your continued support of these 
projects! 

Thank you, indeed! 

UMCOR Special Giving Sunday 

March 14 is this year's once-a-year special offering Sunday that 
covers the costs of doing business for UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief). It allows UMCOR the ability to promise that 
100% of all other donations given through the year can go toward 
the donated mission. 

Since 1940, when UMCOR's forerunner was established to meet 
the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of World War II, 
we have continued to respond to needs in the U.S. and 136 
countries around the world. 

Because you give, the United Methodist Church's compassionate 
response to human suffering in places throughout the world can 
continue. When the next mass crisis occurs somewhere in the 
world, UMCOR will be ready to respond, and 100% of your giving 
then will go to serve those affected. 

How to give: You may mail your check to the church, noting 
“UMCOR” on the memo line, with your envelope number, if you 
have one. To give online, go to the NUMC Online Giving webpage, 
and type in UMCOR Sunday under Other Donations. 

Thank you for your support for UMCOR! 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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What’s Ahead? 

In these challenging times, the Congregation in 
Action (CIA) team has come up with some fun 
things to do in the next few months. Watch the 
e-news and church web site to sign up: 

• Details are being worked out for a Virtual 
Game Night that we will host in 
collaboration with the Wesley Foundation.  

• We also hope to move ahead with a COVID-
safe church family picnic, likely on Sunday, 
June 6 or 13. Initial investigation shows that 
the area parks will restrict our gathering to 
40 people, and once we have finalized the 
date, we will also provide the protocols to 
be followed. But won’t it be nice to be 
together?! 

NUMC Business Directory 

Did you ever need a plumber, 
electrician, painter, babysitter, dog-
walker, yard worker, or other help, 
but you just didn’t know where to 
turn? Help is on the way! CIA is 
compiling an electronic business 
directory. If you have a service and 
want folks to know about it, please 
send your “ad” to Pat Hammond 
(pathamm809@comcast.net).  

Congregation in Action! 

Audio/Visual Sanctuary Updates will be Installed in March… 

The new system components will include additional, improved microphones for better 
sound pickup and new audio processing and sanctuary speakers for enhanced sound 
quality, both in-person and streamed. On the video side, three upgraded sanctuary 
cameras will be added and a video monitoring/processing room created in the Robing 
Room to stream the video to other locations in the building and out over the web. 
Installation is scheduled for mid-to-late March. 

…and We Need Your Help! 

We currently are forming an AV Team to assist with Sunday worship. Sarah Jungling 
has single-handedly kept our livestream up and running for the last couple of years, 
bless her! But now that we will have a cohesive, user-friendly, professional system, it’s 
time to build a team to run it. We expect to need 2 volunteers each Sunday and will 
provide all the training necessary. Here’s what we are looking for: 

• High school-age and above 
• Willingness to learn 
• Sunday availability 
• No prior experience necessary 

Please contact Sarah Jungling (sljung@udel.edu) or Lisa Santare (lsantare@newark-
umc.org) with your interest. 

mailto:pathamm809@comcast.net
mailto:sljung@udel.edu
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
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*A brand is the way an organization is 
perceived by those who experience it. More 
than simply a name, term, design or 
symbol, a brand is the recognizable feeling 
that an organization and its actions 
evokes in others. 

Team Vision Forward 

NUMC, like many churches in North 
America, is an aging congregation 
with steadily declining membership. 
Moreover, the COVID pandemic is 
redefining when, how and why we do 
things. In this unique window of 
opportunity, Team Vision Forward 
has been tasked to assess, understand, 
reflect and discern “what is God 
calling NUMC to be and to do going 
forward?” and “what are our 
individual, community and 
congregational needs, and how will 
NUMC meet them?” 

Team Vision Forward will attempt to 
clarify NUMC’s identity (or “brand”*) 
for ourselves and the world around us 
(particularly local churches and the 
community). We are envisioning a 
more relational church as one 
outcome of our work, a church that is 
naturally invitational because of its 
strong sense of identity. Doable action 
items and achievable resources 
(people, facilities, dollars) also will be 
defined in support of and to advance 
Pastor Mary’s vision for NUMC. 

Team Vision Forward is being co-led 
by Kevin Smith, Lloyd Massey and 
Bruce Yost. Additional team members 
are welcome: we are looking for those 
who have passion, energy, and—most 
important--time to have discussions, 
conduct Discovery Interviews, and/or 
facilitate surveys to create 

conversations that identify and clarify 
unmet needs & opportunities. Team 
members hopefully will include not 
only members of the congregation, but 
non-members as well, to help us 
explore a range of perspectives as to 
what NUMC is, isn’t, could be and 
should be! 

Our effort will begin in earnest in 
March and will last one year (or less). 
We envision monthly two-hour (or less) 
team meetings to review progress, 
discuss findings, and plan next steps. 
Some additional time will be required 
for interviews. 

If you are interested in joining Team 
Vision Forward, please contact Kevin 
(302-420-7595), Lloyd (302-270-9170) or 
Bruce (484-508-8327) for more 
information. 

And if you do not “officially” join us as 
part of the Team, we hope that all 
within NUMC and beyond will 
contribute your prayers and thoughtful 
insights, as well as your ideas focusing 
on unmet needs (not solutions), when 
we reach out for your input. 
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Thank You, NUMC!!! 

We are now nearly completing a year of the pandemic. The United 
Methodist Women were fortunate to have completed our fundraisers in 
February 2020, so we were able to support organizations with monetary 

donations in lieu of the collections we have done in the past. 

With the pandemic raging and church being done virtually, we were faced with how we 
would be able to raise money in Fall 2020/Winter 2021. We wanted to be able to support 
the organizations working so hard to help women, youth and children.  

When we decided to do our Pecan Sale online, the response was overwhelming—one 
fundraiser was completed! Then Jane and Roland Dey offered to make the Tuscan 
Vegetable Bean Soup, and Charlotte Hanna offered to do some baking—Yay, we can do 
a second fundraiser online! Once again, the congregation responded. We were able to 
sell 31 quarts of soup and 15 baked goods! 

Thank you for helping us to help organizations working with women, youth, and 
children. 

UMW Faith Talks Podcast: Black History Month 

Darryl W. Stephens was one of the 
guests on the February Faith Talks 
series from United Methodist 
Women. He wrote the book Bearing 
Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into 
the Church's Moral Witness through 
Radical Discipleship. We have a copy 
of this book, which will be used for 
Mission u this summer. Emily Jones, 
the UMW Executive Director for 
Racial Justice, also was a guest. If you 
would like to listen to this podcast, 
visit unitedmethodistwomen.org/

faithtalks. 

There were books and websites 
mentioned in the podcast and chat 
section to explore racial justice 
further, including the following: 

• The Color of Compromise, by 
Jemar Tisby 

• So You Want to Talk About Race, 
by Ijeoma Oluo  

• Me and White Supremacy, by 
Layla F. Saad 

• Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontent, by Isabel Wilkerson 

• The Warmth of Other Suns: The 
Epic Story of America's Great 
Migration, by Isabel Wilkerson 

• How to Be an Antiracist, by 
Ibram X. Kendi 

• Black Man in a White Coat: A 
Doctor's Reflections on Race and 
Medicine, by Damon Tweedy, 
M.D. 

• White Fragility: Why It's So hard 
for White People to Talk about 
Racism, by Robin DiAngelo 

• www.breakdownwhiteness.org 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
http://www.breakdownwhiteness.org/
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining 
Room.  

We appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 4pm on 
March 18 (the Welcome Center is open 
from 1 to 4pm that afternoon).  

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Congregational Care 

Congregational Care is in need of 
your help.  

This past year has taught us how 
important it is to keep in touch with 
our loved ones who are homebound or 
in a healthcare facility.  

Please help us update our records for 
our visitation and card-sending 
ministries by notifying Rich Lapointe 
(rlapointe0539@gmail.com; 302/292-
0539) if you know of a church member 
who would be interested in these 
ministries.   

We also are still looking for someone 
who would like to chair the funeral 

reception team. If you are interested in 
serving our members in this capacity, 
please contact Rich for more 
information. Thanks for your help with 
these needs! 

Rich Lapointe 
Chair, Congregational Care 

UMCOR Texas Disaster Response 

The horrors we have read about and witnessed in the news on television have brought to us 
how fragile life can be. So much of what we have seen has been almost unbelievable to take in. 
UMCOR is, as always, responding to the emergencies due to the terrible, unrelenting weather. 

HOW CAN WE HELP? Make a check to UMCOR, and be sure to write Advance# 901670 on the 
memo line. Your check may be sent to the church (include your envelope number, if you have 
one). All donations received for the disaster will be sent to UMCOR in one lump sum. If you 
prefer to mail your check directly to UMCOR, send to:  

UMCOR   
458 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE  
Atlanta, GA  30308  

Membership Audit Team 

We have an immediate need for more 
volunteers to help us clean up and 
update our database. We currently 
have a couple of dedicated volunteers 
working on this project, but it’s a big 
job, so we are forming a Membership 
Audit Team. 

We will provide training as needed. 
Please contact Pastor Mary Catherine 

mailto:rlapointe0539@gmail.com


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

April Parish Notes deadline: 3/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

An Early Look at Holy Week 
Here's what we’re working on: 

 

[Holy Thursday-TBD] 

Good Friday  

Chancel Choir will present selections from the cantata, Song of the Shadows, by Joseph M. Martin and 
Pamela Martin, featuring narration by Ruth Oatman. The cantata will premiere on YouTube and 
Facebook on Good Friday. Stay tuned for the link and the time as we get closer to the date. 

EASTER SUNDAY 

8:00am:  We are considering a live event in the parking lot, instead of the regular Zoom service. This 
would not be a car/radio event like the Ash Wednesday service. Instead, it would be individual and 
family "pods" dispersed throughout the parking lot, with cars parked off-site in the two neighboring, 
free municipal lots. You would bring your own chairs. We have created a simple survey to determine 
the interest in this type of in-person Easter service. Please fill out this survey. 

9:30am: Livestream, as usual. 

10:00am: Family Easter Scavenger Hunt with music, games, and a scavenger hunt with a twist! 

11:00am: SonSpirit, as usual. 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=f38a34b4ae&e=92560c3cdf

