
 

  



  

Thank you for worshiping with us via livestream. 
If you are new to our online worship service, we 
encourage you to learn more about us and to reach out 
to us at https://newark-umc.org/wp/guests/welcome/ 
 

 
SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS 

The parts of today’s worship service to be spoken by 
the entire congregation are printed in bold. You are 
invited to use the prelude and postlude time for 
prayer and reflection. 
 

 THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY! 



 

  
 

WELCOME  STATEMENT 

Newark United Methodist Church is a congregation with 
open hearts, open minds, and open arms. 

We welcome and affirm you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

regardless of your race, ethnicity, age, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, social or economic status, 

physical and mental ability, or religious affiliation. 
We are all God’s beloved children. 

 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 PRELUDE 

SUITE DU PREMIER TON                      Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 

I. Grand plein Jeu 

 



 

 

  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Sometimes what’s best for us isn’t what we already have. 
Life’s crazy enough without messing with something  
   that is working well enough. 
Peter felt the same way when he heard Jesus say  
   that the Son of Man was to suffer, die and rise again. 
Who can blame him for wanting to stick  
   with what they already were experiencing with Jesus?  
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush, right? 
Yet Jesus exhorts us, “Deny yourself  
   and take up your cross and follow me.” 
By doing so we will experience a future  
   beyond our wildest dreams  
   in the loving embrace of God. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

Gracious God, we praise you.   
Although, we do have to admit  
   that the mysterious way you work  
   and your timeline for fulfilling your promises  
   doesn’t always make sense to us  
   and, in fact, at times seem absurd.    
Yet, we trust that you have the power  
   to transform our lives as you did the lives  
   of Abraham, Sarah and their descendants  
   and the lives of those who follow Jesus  
   and embrace discipleship on his terms.   
We bow before you in awe and place our lives  
   and our futures in your hands.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
    



 

  

 WHERE HE LEADS ME 

NO. 338       UM HYMNAL 



 

  

 
LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY 

Today is the second Sunday in Lent.  Stumbling blocks to a 5-G 

Faithlife continue to appear.  Darkness pursues us.  Fear says, 

“Settle for less. Hang tight to things as they are so that way, at the 

very least, the not perfect, but still okay enough status quo won’t 

be disrupted.”  Grace, though, says, “Let go. Trust in God and you 

will gain a life of provision and purpose well beyond your limited 

expectations.” 

(Silent time) 

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the damage we do to 

creation by continuing to engage in practices that pollute the air, 

soil and water and destroy the earth’s ecosystems.  

(A candle is extinguished) 

 

 
 

SUNG RESPONSE 



 

  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  

This month, Christian Ed continues its series called Challenge 

Accepted, where we discover the various challenges that 

Jesus accepted in his ministry and how we can rely on him as 

we walk through life. Join us by exploring our interactive 

virtual classrooms via the NUMC website and in the parking 

lot on the first Sunday of the month.  

Today’s discussion question comes from the Bible book called 

Genesis.  God tells Abraham that things in his life aren’t going 

to go the way that Abraham had hoped, but they would go in 

a way that would give Abraham and his descendants what 

they needed to have a secure future with God.   

Question: Has there been a time when things didn’t go quite 

like you planned, but something really good came from it 

anyway?   

 

 

 

 
GOSPEL  READING 

    

NO. 451  UM HYMNAL UMH No. 723   

MARK           8:31-38 

NO. 451  UM HYMNAL UMH No. 723   31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.  

32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him.  

33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 



  

  

 
MESSAGE  

STUMBLING BLOCKS TO A 5-G FAITHLIFE: SETTLING FOR LESS  
Pastor Mary Catherine Miller 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, 
“If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  

35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it.  

36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life?  

37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  

38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” 
 

The Spirit of God has been present  
   in the reading and hearing of these words.   
Thanks be to God! 



 

  

 
MORNING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

As we transition to our time of offering, we make our love 
visible through the giving of our tithes and offerings. To 
support our ministries, please either mail your contribution 
to the church or use our convenient online giving option: 
 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/ 
 
Remember to offer love to others this week through a call, 

email, text or card.  Write down the name of persons God 

places upon your heart this week.  

Let us give with cheerful hearts as we sing Blessed Be Your 

Name 

 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/


 

  
 OFFERTORY/PRAISE SONG 

BLESSED BE YOUR NAME 

Blessed be Your name 
In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams  
   of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
  
 

Bridge 
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 
Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in Lord 
Still I will say 
  
 

Chorus 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
  
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun's shining  
   down on me 
When the world's all 
    as it should be 
Blessed be Your name 
  
  

Bridge 
  

Chorus 
 

You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord blessed be Your name 
(2x) 

Blessed be Your name 
When I'm found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the  
   wilderness    
Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with   
   suffering 
Though there's pain in the     
   offering 
Blessed be Your name 
 



 

  

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Generous God, our gifts now having been offered,  

   free us from any desire to attach strings to them.   

We trust that in your hands and with your guidance  

   our lives and the lives of those they touch  

   will be transformed through love.   

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 
TAKE UP THY CROSS   

NO. 415       UM HYMNAL 



 

 

  

 
BLESSING & SENDING FORTH  

May our unpredictable God, 
   whose mysterious ways 
   often cause us to scratch our heads, 
   whose face is turned toward us, 
   who knows the deepest longings of our hearts, 
   surprise you always with unexpected moments  
   of healing, hope and joy.  
Amen. 

  POSTLUDE 

SUITE DU PREMIER TON                                           Clérambault 

VII.  Dialogue sur les grands Jeux  
  

 FL0WER DEDICATIONS 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

 

In celebration of Barbara Farr's 80th birthday from her 

children, Barb Strunk, Sharon Trimble, and Joe Farr. 

 
ATTRIBUTIONS 

The Worship prayers were written by Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller 

and based upon the Lectionary texts for February 28, 2021 (NRSV). 
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Copyright License: C 2033079 
Streaming License: C CSPL 136595 
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