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 Christmas Eve Services 
-This year, all services will be virtual- 

4pm: Family service  

 Facebook & YouTube 

Do Not Be Afraid— 

A Virtual Christmas Pageant 

7pm*: SonSpirit  

 Facebook & YouTube 

Singing Praises to the Newborn King 

Come celebrate the birth of Jesus through 
familiar Christmas songs and story-telling.  

*This service will be released for viewing at 7pm, but feel free to watch it at your 
convenience. 

Please have a candle ready to light when offered the light of Christ prior to singing 
Silent Night. 

7pm: Passing Light from Home to Home  

 Live on Zoom/Facebook/YouTube 

You will need a candle to light as we worship 
together from our homes.  If you would like to 
help lead this service by doing a prayer, a reading 
or a song please reach out to Pastor Mary 
Catherine by 12/13  (newarkpastor@gmail.com).  

To join Zoom worship:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81814757333?
pwd=Z0NzQTRWZDB6VC9yd0pJRTExcTNrZz09 

To call in: 

+1 929 205 6099 
Meeting ID: 818 1475 7333 
Passcode: 699583  

9pm*: Come Let Us Adore Him (traditional service) 

 Facebook & YouTube 

Singing Praises to the Newborn King 

*This service will be released for viewing at 9pm, but feel free to watch it at your 
convenience. 

Please have a candle ready to light when offered the light of Christ prior to singing 
Silent Night. 

mailto:newarkpastor@gmail.com
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Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell, Lisa Gensel, Lloyd Massey, 
Natalie Alexander 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller ext. 214 
 
Interim Organist 
Paul Fleckenstein    

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Stephanie Yerkes, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Director 
Brooke Walker   ext.216 

STAFF December 1: Pasta 

December 2: Cereal 

December 3: Stuffing 

December 4: Canned Meat 

December 5: Peanut Butter 

December 6: Jelly 

December 7: Mayonnaise 

December 8: Cereal bars 

December 9: Granola bars 

December 10: Oats 

December 11: Pancake Mix 

December 12: Syrup 

December 14: Cranberry Sauce 

December 15: Canned Vegetables 

December 16: Canned Beans  

December 17: Canned Fruit 

December 18: Ketchup 

December 19: Mustard 

December 20: Macaroni & Cheese 

December 21: Rice 

December 22: Canned Sweet Potatoes 

December 23: Applesauce 

December 24: Tomato Sauce 

Thank you for making a difference 

this Christmas season! 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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This year we will be Zooming in on 
Christmas as we prepare during December 
for the celebration of our Lord’s nativity at 
Christmas.  

Each week in worship, we will focus on a 
different character in the nativity stories 
found in Luke 2 and Matthew 1-2. I invite 
you personally to engage with these stories, 
which are more than just words on a page. 
Read the stories multiple times. Take your 
time. Allow the story to draw you fully in. 
Let loose your creative imagination. Permit 
the images of the places, the events and the 
voices of the people to wash over you. Trust 
the Holy Spirit to reveal to you both the 
deepest longings of your heart and the 
powerful grace that comes to us through the 
One who is Emmanuel, God with us. 

It just may happen that the setting of the 
story will strike you. As you read of Jesus’ 
birth in humble surroundings, with the 
words of Silent Night, Holy Night echoing 
through your mind, you may sense your own 
heart’s deep longing for the peace and the 
light of hope that cuts through the darkest 
times.  

It may be that Mary’s call and willingness to 
serve God as asked will speak to you and 
draw out your own desire for a deep sense of 
purpose in your life, a purpose that serves 
not self, but instead glorifies God.  

Maybe as you read Joseph’s part, you will 
find in his story echoes of your own story 
when God has called you to trust that you 
were a part of something wondrous, even 

though the unexpected was happening and 
you didn’t quite understand what was 
going on.  

The shepherds may remind you that 
regardless of your standing in society, God 
loves you, and to you, and for you a savior 
has come into the world.  

Maybe you will find yourself singing 
unabashedly with the heavenly hosts 
proclaiming the birth of Jesus as your heart 
overflows with joy and your lips burst into 
spontaneous songs of praise.  

Or, just maybe, as you read, it will be the 
seekers from the East who will resonate 
most strongly with you. Having seen the 
star, they and you come, open-hearted to 
praise and adore the newborn king of kings 
and lord of lords.  

There is a beautiful hymn that we sing 
around Epiphany called Star-Child. It 
contains this stanza and refrain: 

Star-Child, earth-child, go-between of God, 
love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod, 

This year, this year, let the day arrive 
when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone 

alive! (TFWS No. 2095) 

May God’s renewing grace fill you with 
hope, peace, love and joy this Advent and 
Christmas. 

Your Sibling in Christ, 

Pastor Mary Catherine 

 

Greetings in the name of the Incarnate One who is the Light of the World! 

Sundays in Advent: 

11/29 Mary says, “May it Be.” 

12/6 Joseph Dreams Big 

12/13 Angels Call Out, “Come One and All” 

12/20 Shepherds Share the Wonder 
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Let Christ’s Light Shine 

Each year, our church is beautifully transformed 
with poinsettias and evergreens to celebrate the 
coming and then birth of Jesus Christ. Once again, 
our Worship Team and others will be decorating the 
various areas of the building. Congregation in Action 
(CIA) is sponsoring two new features to help our 
church be the spiritual and physical light of Christ on 
Main Street: pillar LED candles in every window 
plus a nativity scene on the patch of lawn near Main 
Street. 

Please consider contributing to the Christmas Fund 
in honor or in memory of loved ones, completing the 
online form by December 16. Make your check 
payable to NUMC with Christmas Fund on the memo 
line, or you can make your donation online by 
visiting the NUMC website (http://newark-
umc.org/wp/online-giving/). Dedications will be 
printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  

Congregation in Action 

When did we see you hungry?  

Matthew 25: 37,40 

Maybe Matthew’s gospel was foremost in your mind…we 
just thank everyone who has contributed to the special 
account we have been using to feed Newark’s homeless 
through the Newark Empowerment Center (NEC)-- $7,188 
since April! When COVID restrictions began in April, we 
were providing as many as 65 meals 3-4 days/week while 
NEC clients were being housed at a local motel. We 
purchased some meals, while others were donated 
casseroles. 

This fall, the number of required meals dropped to 25 meals 
x 2 days/week. Charlotte and Wayne Hanna have 
continued delivering casseroles on Mondays, while we have 
been purchasing discounted meals from Grain on Fridays, 
and occasionally subs from Country Maid Deli when one of 
the other organizations couldn’t fulfill the need.   

We anticipate continuing to help the NEC, so we are 
seeking additional contributions. If you pay by check, 
please indicate CIA/NEC Meals in the memo line, or you 
can pay online through the NUMC website. THANK YOU 
ALL! 

P.S. The manager at Grain has donated boxes of clothing for the 
NEC as well!! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxmnnBoTdJtXTg94F0ZoPbyF4m1gS8iZYFBftY_bBdy-fdag/viewform
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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January 17: Special Giving Sunday  
Human Relations Day 

Donations for this special cause strengthen 
United Methodist outreach to those on the 
margins of society, struggling to survive. Our 
giving combines with donations from 
Methodists everywhere to continue Methodist 
community outreach by nurturing at-risk youth, 
supporting community self- improvement 
efforts and advocating for the oppressed. 
Remember that 100% of your donation will go 
directly to Human Relations projects. 

To give to Human Relations Day online, please 
go to the NUMC Online Giving webpage and 
enter Human Relations Day under Optional. If you 
prefer to mail a check to the church, write 
Human Relations Sunday and your envelope 
number (if you have one) on the memo line. 

NOTE: The Special Giving envelopes we would 
normally distribute in the Parish Notes and 
Sunday bulletins are not available at this time. 

Thank you for your giving! 

Winter Outreach:  
Warm Hats, Scarves, Gloves, Socks 

Collection of new, warm hats, scarves, 
gloves and socks is taking place for 
Newark Empowerment Center clients. 
Particularly needed are those items for 
men (large), but we also need items for 
women and children (all sizes). Items 
may be brought to the Welcome Center 
on Mondays through Fridays between 1 
and 2pm. Since there will not be a real, 
live Mitten Tree this year, items may be 
deposited in the box with a tree poster 
on it!  

In the past, our Mitten Tree has 
overflowed with donated items. This 
year, if you find it easier or safer to 
donate money for needed items, we 
have volunteers who will shop for the 
items. You may send a check to the 
church: make it out to NUMC, 
designate it for Mitten Tree on the 
memo line, and don't forget your 
envelope number, if you have one!  

Thank you, NUMC congregation, as 
always, for your response to this need! 

Outreach 

Go-Bags: Special Thanks 

The OUTREACH Team wishes to thank NUMC for the 
ongoing donations of food items for Go-Bags. This remains a 
need for the Empowerment Center. The continuing support 
of this congregation is, and has been, a blessing and 
inspiration for the clients, and for the volunteers and workers 
at the NEC.  

God has indeed blessed us to be a blessing! 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Education News 

Hello Friends! 

Advent Season is here! I'm excited for what we have going on 
this month. Christmas will look a little different, but you know 
what? We can still celebrate! If you want to join me in spreading 
some holiday cheer then make sure you join me in all the fun this 
month. 

First, we are bringing you a family Advent activity with a yummy twist. Dough Holy Night is a 
week-long celebration where we will convene virtually and listen to the Christmas story while 
baking some delicious cookies. Because what's Christmas without cookies?! 

Check the church website in the Children and Youth Sunday School Resources tab for more info. 

Next up, we have our new education series called Wait For It, a board game-themed Advent 
series. In Wait For It, kids will learn how to watch for and put their hope in Jesus. Everyone will 
meet John, Mary, Simeon and Anna: people who waited for a Savior to change their lives. Kids 
will learn that everyone needs a Savior, that the Savior will change everything, that God will 

do impossible things, and that Jesus is the one they’ve been waiting for! 

Last but certainly not least, we have a special production we will be showing at 4pm on 
Christmas Eve via Facebook and YouTube. This Virtual Christmas Pageant will be a churchwide 
intergenerational production, and we need your help! If you like acting or recording your own 
funny videos, please consider signing up to create a 1-3 minute video. All instructions and scripts 
will be available. It's a fun way to pass the time as we are all still at home being safe. The end 
result when all the videos come together will be amazing and special. Visit the NUMC website 
under the Sunday School tab or email me (sshultz@newark-umc.org). 

Peace and Love, 

Sara Youth Newsletter 
The staff members at Worship, Learn, Love have been tirelessly 
working to keep the newsletter thriving. It has become a lot more 
challenging, much like a lot of things during this time, but we will 
continue to push forward, whether that means writing emails for 
publicity, changing the format for the good of our audience, or 
even changing the image to keep a fresh look within the 
newsletter.  
Our newsletters include a variety of things like photos of Sunday 
School or church-related activities, and, sometimes, fun little 
voting “contests”, and we do this all to help keep the newsletters 
going strong. We strive to keep them coming out on the last Friday 
of every month or the first Friday of the next month, but trust us: 
when things go back to normal, so will our release dates.  
Until then, keep an eye out for the newsletters. You can find them 
on the NUMC website, have them emailed to you, or find them via 
our interactive board (releasing December 2020). If you would like 
to be added to our mailing list, please contact 
youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com. Once your email is received, 
you will be sent a Google form link to set your preferences. 
Thank you, 
Will Logan, Newsletter Editor 

mailto:sshultz@newark-umc.org
http://newark-umc.org/wp/youth-newsletters/
mailto:youthnewsletterpics.wll@gmail.com
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This holiday season may be slightly different from usual 
due to COVID-19, but the children and families of 
Newark Methodist Preschool still had much to offer the 
community. With generous hearts and hands, they were 
able to make this holiday season more enjoyable for those less fortunate. Money was collected to 
purchase gifts for boys and girls through the Angel Tree. Handcrafted holiday cards were 
created by the students to accompany gift cards being offered by the Newark Area Welfare 
Committee (NAWC) to families in need. No matter the uncertainty of the times, coming together 
to spread cheer (even in the smallest of ways) is what this season of giving is about. We at NMP 
want to wish you a happy holiday filled with peace and goodwill. 

We’re Hiring 
NMP is still in need of substitute teachers for the 2020/21 school year. Interested parties can 
locate the application on NMP’s or NUMC’s website, or by contacting the preschool office for 
details.  

Space Available 
Opportunities are currently available for children ages 2-Pre-K for the 2020/21 school year. 
Please contact the preschool office for details. 

Coming Soon 

• Open Enrollment: Stay tuned for more information about our Open Enrollment for the 
2021/22 school year. 

• Upcoming Fundraiser: New Year, New Gear! NMP will have spirit wear available for 
purchase in January. 

Contact NMP at 302-368-1754 or syerkes@newark-umc.org 

Join us in our upcoming Zoom sessions: 

12/6:  The 7 Definitive Letters of Paul: Philemon (led by Mark Deshon)  
12/13: Another View on the Israel-Palestine Conflict (led by Lew 

Buckminster)  
12/20:  Christmas Stories in Matthew and Luke, a Marcus Borg video 

(led by Roland Roth)  
 
1/3: Read and React (topic TBD) (led by Lora Lee Harget  
1/10: FaithLink (led by Bill Boyd)  
1/17: Meditations with Richard Rohr (led by Roland Roth)  
1/24: Meditations with Richard Rohr (led by Roland Roth)  
1/31: Meditations with Richard Rohr (led by Roland Roth) 

Trying Christians 

Sundays at 12pm 

 

 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?
pwd=WkZiUG9rdG1imXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09 
Passcode: 541475 

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZiUG9rdG1imXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZiUG9rdG1imXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
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This year Bunting Library misses the joy of going through our large collection of books for 
all ages in the upcoming seasons: Advent, Christmas, and winter (we missed 
Thanksgiving, too)!  

We love going through and arranging the books in displays for the enjoyment of children 
and the whole family. We sincerely hope you may have treasured books in your home for 
the season. I know in my family we have books we kept from our own childhood, and 
even one or two passed down from our parents, which they had kept!  

At any rate, be sure to make reading a part of your enjoyment at this special time of the 
year—read with your children, read for yourself, share beloved books and the love of 
reading—and have a blessed Christmas and New Year! 

Recent Reads Book Group 

This group of avid readers continues monthly to 
share reviews of books we have enjoyed 
reading.  Each member is mailed a copy of the 
combined reports (the reports are not 
detailed, and can include whether the reader 
liked the book, or not).  

We would love to have more reviews from 
other readers—we know that many more of 
our congregation enjoy reading, also. Link up 
with other folks who enjoy reading, and 
consider sharing your thoughts about what 
you have read with the Recent Reads Group!   

To learn more about how to do that, call Janet in 
the church office on Monday or Wednesday 
mornings, 9am-noon (302-368-8774).  

We have had a lot of fun collecting singers/instrumentalists to lead us in song every 

A room without books is like a body without a soul. 
~ Cicero ~ 
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A Special Milestone 

As many of you know, Kevin Smith, NUMC 
member and Deacon Candidate, is the CEO of 
New Castle County’s office of Habitat for 
Humanity. We are excited to learn that he will 
be celebrating 25 years of service in January! 
We are very proud to claim Kevin as our own. 
From Habitat’s announcement: 
 

After dedicating more than 255 Habitat 
homes, and impacting more than 600 New 
Castle County families, Kevin continues to 
serve the New Castle County community. 
Celebrate by doubling your impact! In 
celebration of Kevin’s service, the staff and 
board of Habitat NCC will offer a dollar for 
dollar match for new gifts, up to a total of 
$50,000. 
Learn more at https://
www.habitatncc.org/ 

First State Ringers is happy to 
announce that we will be recording 
a Christmas concert on December 8 
at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. It will be released on 
Sunday, December 13 at 3pm. A link 
will be sent from NUMC so you can 
enjoy a "live" handbell concert.  

We have nine songs to get you in the 
holiday spirit.  Join us!  

Thanks to all who are adding their voices 
to our first-ever virtual singalong, 20 

Days of Christmas! 

It has been a real pleasure hearing from 
so many of you: it is such a gift to our 
NUMC family. 

A new contribution is being posted every 
weekday in Advent—don’t miss a day! 

Have a very merry, musical Christmas! 
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Where there is a will, there is a way! No pandemic could stop United Methodist Women 
from raising money to help women, children and youth programs! Pictured are Sally 
Cavanagh with her grandson Logan, Pat Trueworthy and her daughter, Jill Margherita. 
Not pictured are Shirley Kirk, Eileen Sexton, Charlotte Hanna, Linda Russell, and Jane and 
Roland Dey. Working together and with the support of our caring congregation, we were 
able to deliver 48 orders of pecans! The money raised will enable us to help programs we 
have supported in the past. Go United Methodist Women and NUMC! 

unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 

This is the simpler way to access podcasts on the website to listen to a variety of topics 
United Methodist Women discuss during their Faith Talks (one or two Thursdays each 
month). The talk on November 19 was International Women and Mission. Visit one or 
more of the upcoming podcasts: 

• Thursday, 12/3 at 2pm: Faith Talks: Advent  
• Thursday, 12/17 at 2pm: Faith Talks: Giving 
• Thursday, 1/7 at 2pm: Faith Talks: Creating a Sustainable Lifestyle with Emily Jones 
• Thursday, 2/11 at 2pm: Faith Talks: Sustaining Faith with Emily Jones  

 If you would like to listen to these podcasts as they happen, you will find a link to register 
on the website following the information for each. 

If you prefer to listen at a more convenient time, the podcasts are put on the website one 
week after the event. It is worth your time, and you will see what United Methodist 
Women does all around the world! 

United Methodist Women in Action! 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-bought cookies to 
fulfill our monthly commitment to Emmanuel Dining 
Room. We appreciate your help in bringing these to the 
church office by 4pm on December 24 and 
January 21 (the Welcome Center is open from 
1 to 4pm that afternoon). Questions? Call 
302/368-8774. 

To everyone who joined us for Wesley Sunday 
on November 15, and 

To everyone who supported the Wesley 
Foundation Bake Sale, 

We are thankful for YOU! 

Looking for a way  
to make a difference? 

TLC (Tender Loving Christians) invites 
you to be a part of our little group, which 
was founded by Sue Symes more than 20 
years ago. Our focus has shifted over the 
years: we now are limiting our outreach 
to providing meals for those in need and 
"adopting" a family or project at 
Christmas.  

We are a branch of Congregational Care 
and do not have meetings. If you are 
interested in joining, or have questions, 
please contact Carol Thompson 
(carol.thompson4comcast.net). 

Many thanks, NUMC family! 

Two very grateful hearts would like to express our 

thanks to Pastor Mary Catherine and the NUMC 

congregation for the prayers, phone calls and cards 

during Ernie's illness and subsequent liver 

transplant. It meant so very much.  

A special thanks to all the volunteer drivers to and 

from Einstein. Ernie is doing well, he's back to 

work and he's down to monthly appts at Einstein.  

A special thanks to my boo hoo friends for 

listening,  Carol Thompson, Kathy Werrell and 

Portia Loomis. Also, a special thanks to Rob C for 

keeping a check on him. We will  be eternally 

grateful. Praise God!  

Ernie and Lynn  

Due to an editing error, this 
thank-you did not appear in 
our November issue. 

Our apologies for the delay. 

http://carol.thompson4comcast.net/
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