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 Help Us Celebrate 20 Days of Christmas! 
Sharing Christmas Joy Throughout Advent 

We are excited to invite you—yes, YOU—to make a joyful noise as part of 
NUMC’s first-ever virtual caroling adventure. 

First Saturday Coffee with the Pastor 
First Saturday of each month @ 8am via Zoom 

Would you like to learn more about the mission 
and ministry of Newark United Methodist 
Church? Do you have questions about how to get 
involved with the ministries of the church or how 
to become a member?  Grab your favorite morning 
beverage and join Pastor Mary Catherine for a 
time of Q&A. 

ALL members of the NUMC 
family are welcomed to join our 
project: beginning November 30 

and continuing each weekday 
until Christmas Day, we will 
share a recording of a different 
Christmas song—sacred or 
secular—from persons/groups 
who call NUMC home. 

We hope to have a variety of 
folks of all ages record a festive 
sing-along song. This isn’t about 
showcasing our finest singers 
(though I’m confident we’ll have 
beautiful voices in the mix), but 
about making a joyful noise and 
making it easy for others to join in 
(in the comfort of their own 
homes). Every voice is welcome! 

We’re hoping to hear from brave 
soloists, families who’ll sing 
together, and any grouping in 
between.  

You have an instrumentalist in the 
house? That works, too, whether 

as the featured musician or as an 
accompaniment. Want to record 
yourself singing/playing with a 
YouTube karaoke video? Sure! Or 
perhaps you need an accompanist: 
we’ll work on providing one for 
you. We just want to include you 
in the fun. 

Help us make this a caroling 
season to remember. Email Lys 
Murray (lysbetj@gmail.com), and 
she’ll share the song list Pastor 
Mary Catherine has developed 
(you can make your own 
suggestions as well) and the 
guidelines for submission.  

We’ll need to receive your 
completed recording at least two 
weeks before it is posted, so don’t 
delay. Start your adventure now.  

We can’t wait to hear from you! 

-Your Music Ministry Team 

mailto:lysbetj@gmail.com
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Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell, Lisa Gensel, Lloyd Massey, 
Natalie Alexander 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller ext. 214 
 
Interim Organist 
Paul Fleckenstein    

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Stephanie Yerkes, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Director 
Brooke Walker   ext.216 

STAFF 

Fall is coming to Pecometh Camp 
and Retreat Center. As I write this, 
the sun is shining brightly, its 
warmth welcome upon my face. 
Trees have begun the shift from 
green to yellow and red. A gentle 
breeze is wafting through the trees, 
causing an occasional yellow leaf 

to drift to the ground below. Birds call to one another. 
Crickets chirp. These are joined by the sound of an 
occasional plane flying overhead. It strikes me as strange 
that there are no other folk around. I am here for a time of 
personal retreat to plan for the upcoming seasons of 
Advent and Christmas. While I have attended meetings at 
Pecometh and worked on one of the cabins, this is my first 
retreat. Some of you have your own meaningful and joy-
filled memories of times spent at Pecometh or of times 
when you sent your children or grandchildren to summer 
camp at Pecometh and they came home overflowing with 
stories of the exciting and meaningful experiences they 
had while there.   

For those who don’t know, Pecometh is a part of the 
Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference. Its mission is to 
“provide sanctuary for Christian hospitality and 
programming that inspire God-inspired, life-changing 
experiences through camp and retreat ministries.” As you 
can imagine, 2020 has been a challenging year. Although 
the retreat part of Pecometh’s ministry is back up and 
running, the 2020 summer camps were not able happen 
because of Covid-19. Undaunted, the camp staff have 
found ways to stay connected virtually with the camping 
community and their families. You may have noticed the 
announcement in Newark UMC’s weekly e-news for 
Pecometh’s “Parenting through Pandemic” program 
offered in September and October. 

The Church Council has identified Pecometh as a ministry 
focus as we close out 2020. The Council has set a goal of 
$20,000. Thanks to your faithful prior giving in support of 
the ministries and mission of Newark UMC, $10,000 has 
been already been designated toward this goal.  

Newark UMC’s Church Council challenges the 
congregation to match or exceed the $10,000 already 
designated through additional giving beginning 
November 1 and ending December 1. 

If you would like to help support this amazing “God-

inspired, life-changing ministry,” go to Newark-umc.org-

>Donate (menu bar)->Donate Now. Choose Camp 
Pecometh on the giving page. 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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I know it’s a lame way to start an article, but, 
“Wow! Can you believe it’s November 
already?” I think very few, if any of us at all, 
would have thought last March that we 
would in November still be living lives apart, 
but together, connecting and radiating God’s 
love as a church not in-person, but virtually 
through livestream worship, Facebook, 
YouTube, Zoom, postcards, daily program e-
mails, phone calls, letters, and Google Pages 
for Children’s Sunday School. Yet, here we 
are. That said, yes, our worship, fellowship, 
study and leadership interactions are still 
primarily virtual, but not all that we do to 
reach out to others has been or is virtual. And 
for this I say, “Praise God!”  

I give thanks to God for you, the people who 
call Newark United Methodist Church home. 
I stand in awe of your resilience born of your 
faith. Although the situation is far from ideal, 
you have adapted to the reality of today in 
your own lives and in what it means to be the 
living body of Christ in a season of pandemic. 
You’ve borne and bear the stress of caring for 
the sick. You’ve grieved and continue to 
grieve the loss of loved ones: parents, 
children, siblings, coworkers, classmates and 
friends. No, it’s not been easy, but in spite of 
your own struggles, you have continued to 
pray, to worship, to reach out to one another 
and to others in need so that all might know 
they are loved, cared about and not alone.  

Who knew seven months ago that card-
writing and phone calls would come back 
into vogue.  You’ve found safe ways to meet 

in person, masked and socially-distanced on 
porches, in side yards and parking lots. 
You’ve sought to grow in your 
understanding of racial injustice and to take 
actions that are intentionally anti-racist. One 
need only look at the weekly e-news to see 
how the fruit of God’s Spirit pours forth in 
your works of piety and mercy. Newark 
UMC is indeed more than just a building. I 
encourage us to continue to seek out new 
ways of connecting with folk who do not 
have easy access to technology.  

Personally, I say “thank you” for the many 
ways you have reached out to me with your 
cards, emails and written notes. They have 
encouraged me along the way as I have 
sought to encourage you. I remind us that 
this is but a season and that we, Newark 
United Methodist Church, “can do all things 
through [Christ] who strengthens [us].” 

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.” Phil 4:6 

Your Sibling in Christ, 

Pastor Mary Catherine 

Beginning November 4: 
What My Queer Ears Hear: 

A Faith Discussion Group for LGBTQIA Persons 
Wednesdays @ 7pm via ZOOM 

Led by Pastor Mary Catherine Miller 

We will take time each week to discuss matters of faith specifically from the LGBTQIA 
perspective for the nurturing of LGBTQIA souls.  

This group is open only to persons who identify as LGBTQIA. Church membership is not 
required to participate.  If you are interested in joining in or have questions, please email 
newarkpastor@gmail.com.  

Not LGBTQIA?  
Check out NUMC’s other study and discussion opportunities at newark-umc.org. 

mailto:newarkpastor@gmail.com
file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/newark-umc.org
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Education News 

We are starting a new series that we will be 
delivering via our virtual classrooms and 
our in-person children's/family service on 
November 1. 

Our new Series is called Breaking News. 
Kids may not be absorbing the news cycle 
like adults are, but they are experiencing 
the news cycle through others around 
them. It’s tough to know what news is 
helpful and what news is true. This month, 
kids will have a chance to journey with a 
few prophets—Micah, Amos, Zephaniah, 
Ezekiel, and Isaiah—to discover news they 
can count on. Breaking News will help 
them develop a strong identity in an ever-
changing world. Kids will learn that when 
things go wrong, they can choose what’s 
right; when they worship God, they can 

be sincere; when times are tough, they can 

count on God; when they are lost, God 

will guide them, and that they can be 

faithful just like God is faithful. 

In the month of November, youth will be 
meeting via Zoom on the 8th and 22nd, and 
completing service projects on the 15th 
and 29th. Additionally, the youth will be 
working on our Christmas production for 
the Family Christmas Eve Service. Stay 
tuned! 

Keep an eye out for the next issue of our Youth-
produced monthly newsletter! 

Joe Corbi’s Fundraising 

You helped make the 
preschool’s Joe Corbi’s 
fundraiser in October a big 
success--to those who spread 
the word and placed orders, we 
offer our many thanks! A great 
deal was raised to help offset 
the cost of preschool supplies. 
Distribution of your orders will 
take place at NUMC on 11/12. 
We’ll contact you via email 
and/or social media near the 
delivery date about the pickup 
process. 

Make A Difference 

We celebrated Make a 
Difference Day by holding a 
collection drive to fill Go-
Bags for the Newark 
Empowerment Center. Our 
preschool families collected 
several items to support 
families and individuals in 
our community who are 
experiencing hardship. 
We’d like to recognize our 
preschool families and staff 
for their efforts to improve 
our community. 

We’re Hiring 

NMP is still looking for 

Substitute teachers for the 
2020/21 school year. 
Interested parties can locate 
the application on NMP’s or 
NUMC’s website or by 
contacting the preschool 
office for details.  

Space Available 

Opportunities are still 
available for children ages 2
-Pre-K to register for the 
2020/21 school year. 
Contact the preschool office 
for details (302-368-1754; 
syerkes@newark-umc.org). 

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Trying Christians 

Sundays at Noon 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?
pwd=WkZiUG9rdG1imXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09 

Passcode: 541475 
(subject to updates) 
11/1  Climate Change: What You Likely Haven’t Heard (led by Lew 

Buckminster)  
11/8  The 7 Definitive Letters of Paul: I Corinthians (led by Mark Deshon)  
11/15  Congregational Care (with guests Rich Lapointe and Rev. Metty 

Mesick) 
11/22  Read and React: Readings on Thanksgiving (led by Roland Roth)  
11/29  The 7 Definitive Letters of Paul: II Corinthians (led by Mark Deshon)  

 

 

Advent Study: Love Is The Way, Holding on to Hope 

December 1,8, 15, 22, 7-8pm 

Led by Rev. Ann Truitt (via Zoom) 

Please join us for a book study during Advent on Love Is The Way, Holding on 

to Hope in Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop of 

the Episcopal Church. His book discusses how agape love, which he defines as 

the “love for the other – sacrificial love that seeks the good and well-being of 

others, of society, of the world”, can truly make positive change and bring people 

together in this divisive world. Bishop Curry uses his own life experiences to answer very practical 

questions about the possibility of love changing the world. Bishop Curry was the preacher at the 

royal wedding several years ago, and his book is filled with the same passion about and belief in 

Christian love as his sermon was! 

The book study will be structured around discussions of the chapters assigned for each week, so 

please do the readings in advance. We will meet on Tuesdays at 7pm, discussing: 

12/1:  Introduction and Chapters 1-3 

12/8:  Chapters 4-6 

12/15:  Chapters 7-9 

12/22:  Chapters 10-12 and closing discussion 

The study will be led by The Rev. Ann H. Truitt, an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of Virginia. 

Prior to her ordination as a priest, Ann worked for the Federal Government for over 30 years and 

is retired from the U.S. Department of State. She is the Priest Associate at St. Paul’s on-the-Hill in 

Winchester, Virginia and is able to serve them from Delaware through Zoom and other 

technology. Ann is Pastor Mary Catherine’s wife. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZiUG9rdG1imXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89713833737?pwd=WkZiUG9rdG1imXZPdUQ3b3ovRmp6QT09
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Congregation in Action 

“It gave me hope …” 

On October 10, a perfect Saturday afternoon, 
seventeen members of our church family 
donned their masks and enjoyed visiting with 
one other face-to-face in the CIA-sponsored 
Parking Lot Social!  

We had fun catching up and learning how we 
each have been filling our days and surviving 
these COVID times. We also shared a 
willingness to reach out to others in our church 
family and beyond with check-in phone calls 
or notes.   

Spread the hope, not the virus! 

Recipe Reminder 

The collection of recipes for CIA’s electronic 
cookbook of NUMC favorites is slowly 
growing, but we know that our church family 
has lots of great cooks!   

Please send your favorite recipes (any 
category) to Kathy Werrell, preferably as a 
Word document (kcwerrell@gmail.com), 
ASAP. Include any comments or notes, and 
give credit to where you found the original 
recipe. 

Ideally, we’ll have the start of the cookbook 
available online by the holidays, as we’ve 
received some delicious-sounding recipes to 
get you into the holiday spirit! 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Special Giving Sunday:  November 29 

United Methodist Student Day 

United Methodist Student Day special giving furnishes 
scholarships and loans for students attending United 
Methodist-related and other accredited colleges and 
universities. This supports United Methodist young people 
who might not have the resources to attend a school of their 
choice (or perhaps any school at all). When we give 
generously, we support these students as they prepare for a 
life that unites faith with knowledge. We make it possible for 
more students to serve the world God loves. 

To give online, please go to the NUMC online giving 
webpage and type UM Student Day under Other Donations.  
If you prefer to mail a check to the church, remember to write 
United Methodist Student Day on the memo line and include 
your envelope number, if appropriate. 

Remember, 100% of your donation will go directly to a 
college scholarship for a United Methodist young student.   

Thank you for your special-giving donations throughout the 
year! We are indeed blessed! 

Outreach 

Emmanuel Dining Room 

Packaged cookies for Emmanuel Dining Room 
may be left in the Welcome Center on 
weekdays between 1 and 2pm. Mark your 
donations for Emmanuel Dining Room and place 
in the box labeled for Outreach. 

You also can see a monthly reminder about 
this long-term ministry on the Parish Notes’ 
Making a Difference page. 

Thank you for your donations—they are so 
greatly appreciated! 

Go-Bags 

Outreach continues to supply the Newark 
Empowerment Center in its ongoing need for 
Go-Bags—we are now doing this on an almost 
weekly basis, as possible.   

Most needed at this time:   

protein meals with flip lids (such as Chef 
Boy-ar-Dee pasta/meat canned meals) 

juice boxes (real juice)   

Donations may be left in the Welcome Center 
on weekdays between 1-2pm. Please mark 
items for Go-Bags. 

Thank you, NUMC congregation, for your 
generosity in this vital ministry! 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Thank You, NUMC!! 

NUMC’s United Methodist Women is 
thankful for the generosity of the people of 
our church! 

When the pandemic began so many 
months ago, we had just finished our 
fundraisers. Your loving support of those 
fundraisers gave us the ability to continue 
support to organizations we have 
supported financially in the past. One is 
Home of the Brave II, a homeless shelter 
in Milford for Women Veterans. Another is 
Neighborhood House, a national UMW 
Program in Wilmington, helping the 
residents in a variety of ways. Yet another 
is Camp Pecometh, normally offering 
retreats and camping experiences like 
many of you may have had as a child. In 
lieu of our collection of items for hygiene 
kits for WestSide Health’s outreach to 
migrant and seasonal farm workers, we 
were able to support them financially. The 
recent floods have left many areas in need 
of the UMCOR cleaning buckets we have 
made, with your help, in the past. And we 
were able to make a donation to UMCOR 
to help them get the money for supplies to 
areas in need. 

 

And Thank You Again! 

This year, our pecan fundraiser will most 
likely be the only fundraiser for us. And it 
is amazing how popular the delicious 
pecan halves are! The chocolate-covered 
are yummy too! The fundraiser has ended, 
but the response was overwhelming. If 
you missed putting in an order, you may 
have a chance to buy any extra bags we 
have. Look for an announcement if there 
are extra bags available.  

Thank You! 

Famous Jesse Spear Pickles 
Available This Year Again! 

(Wonderful as gifts or for your own 
pleasure!) 

We feared that we might not be able to 
offer these this year, but we have these 
famous pickles (though in limited 
quantity).  

For many years, the pickles were offered 
by Mrs. Wilson's Bible Class as a 
fundraiser for their mission projects. Jesse 
and most of the other members of the 
Bible Class have since departed this earth. 
However, the pickles have continued to be 
made available each year with Jesse's 
recipe faithfully followed by her daughter-
in-law, Bonnie.   

Jars are priced at $5 each, and the total 
amount goes to the Pastor’s Discretionary 
Fund. To order, phone Janet or Lisa in the 
church office (302-368-8774) or email your 
order to Lisa (lsantare@newark-umc.org). 
Phone Janet to make reservations for 
afternoon pick-up in the Welcome Center. 
Please pay by a check made out to NUMC, 
with Pickles on the memo line. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
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Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the 
body.   

~ Richard Steele ~ 

 

We hope that you are missing Bunting Library 

and are as eager for the re-opening as we are! 

That doesn't seem imminent, but fortunately, 

one can always… 

 KEEP READING!  

Recent Reads Book Group 

We continue to keep up the group by 
sharing reviews of what we are 
reading. Our reviews/reports are 
collated, then mailed to everyone. 
Some NUMC shut-in folks enjoy 
receiving copies of these monthly book 
reviews, which also include a newsy 
letter sent by one of our thoughtful 
Book Group members. 

If you would like to join with us in the 
Recent Reads Book Group, we would 
love to hear from you!   

To learn more about us, call the church 
office on Monday or Wednesday 
mornings, 9am-noon, and speak to 
Janet (302-3680-8774). 

Coming November 15: Wesley Sunday! 

 

Wesley Bake Sale: November 21 

For more information, please visit www.udelwesley.org 

http://www.udelwesley.org/
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Worship Team 

Advent Planning 

The Worship Team has chosen a timely theme for Advent this year: 
Zooming in on Christmas, featuring a different set design each week. 
We hope to help everyone look beyond the issues of the world, instead 
zooming in on the true meaning of Christmas.  

We are still developing our plan for Christmas Eve services, but are 
considering a Zoom service where church families can be more 
engaged. We’ll also have a pre-recorded traditional service which will 
be streamed and available for home viewing any time on the evening of 
Christmas Eve. If any person or family would be interested in 
participating in a Zoomed Christmas Eve service, please let Pastor Mary 
or Metty Mesick know. 

Banners 

Do you like the new banners you've 
seen in the sanctuary during our 
streamed worship services? Do you 
appreciate colorful changes to the 
worship space? The Worship Team 
would like to purchase more banners 
for the coming year, both liturgical 
and seasonal in nature, and would 
appreciate any donations toward 
these new banners.  

No matter whether we are in-person 
for worship or viewing from home, 
these banners offer an eye-catching 
appeal to the worship space, and we 
hope to continue purchasing new 
banners from time to time. We also 
hope to purchase additional smaller 
banners for the front of the space as 
well.  

Thank you for considering a donation 
to the Worship budget for new 
banners. And don't forget the flower 
budget could use some designated 
donations as well! 
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-bought cookies to 
fulfill our monthly commitment to Emmanuel Dining 
Room. We appreciate your help in bringing these to the 
church office by 4pm on November 19 (the 
Welcome Center is open from 1 to 4pm that 
afternoon). Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Angel Tree 

Angel Tree is coming in early November: children in our community are counting on 
us to make Angel Tree possible!  

Will you help connect children with their incarcerated parent and show them the love 
of Christ? It starts with a simple Christmas gift. 

Watch the NUMC email blasts for an announcement linking you to virtual tags with the 
name of children assigned to our church. Browse through the tags, select the child(ren) 
you want to sponsor and click Check Out. With just a few clicks, you can show a 
prisoner’s child the love of Jesus- the greatest gift of all! 

Thank you— 

Susan Tretta, Outreach Team 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

December Parish Notes deadline: 11/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Staying Connected 

Weekly Communion Service 
8:00am Sundays 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82820823053?
pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09 

Passcode: 378631 

Call In: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 828 2082 3053 

Fellowship Hour and SonSpirit 
10:30/11:00am Sundays 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/88925443686?
pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09 

Passcode: 029831 

Call In: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 889 2544 3686 

Wednesday Praise & Prayer 
8:00 am Wednesdays 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/519639441?pwd=dG
5Od1J4Vjhkbjc3UzBtcWU0WFJ6Zz09 

Passcode: 691841 

Call In: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 519 639 441 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820823053?pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820823053?pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820823053?pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686?pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686?pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686?pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/519639441?pwd=dG5Od1J4Vjhkbjc3UzBtcWU0WFJ6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/519639441?pwd=dG5Od1J4Vjhkbjc3UzBtcWU0WFJ6Zz09

