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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Greetings, 

Pumpkins have begun to show up at roadside stands. The days 
have begun to shorten and the daily temperatures have 
dropped as well. All are signs that the seasons are changing. For 
some reason, in this time of transition from one season to 
another I’ve been surfing my photos a lot lately. As I have 
looked at them, I have been reminded of many joyful times with 
family and friends. There are pictures from a decade ago of trips 
I took to see my parents when they worked as seasonal 
employees at Disney World, and when they lived in Nevada 
near the bridge that spans the Colorado River overlooking the 
Hoover Dam. There are more recent pictures of vast expanses of 
snow-covered land, spouting geysers and of an imprint my 
sister and brother-in-law made in the snow with their faces on a 
trip to Iceland. 

After making my way through the photos, I realized that I have 
a lot of photos of sunsets. I’m not sure why this is. It may be that 
I have been in more places where sunsets are more readily 
visible than sunrises or it could be that I like to sleep and 
sunrises require one to be willing to get up very early. There is 
something in particular about a colorful sunset over water that 
fills me with wonder and joy, though.  

With this lack of sunrise photos in mind, I decided on my recent 
trip to an East Coast beach to make sure I got up to greet the sun 
one morning. I was not alone in my waiting in the predawn 
light. There were surfers on their boards bobbing up and down 
like black dots on the water and other people walking along the 
beach. I snapped pictures as the sun breached the horizon. It 
first appeared as a fiery arc and then filled out to a full sphere, 
its bright light stretching with time from the horizon to the 
shore.  

I shared my sunrise picture with a friend in Northern Ireland. 
They sent me a picture of the sunrise there on the same day. I 
share both pictures with you on page two... 
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(from the Pastor’s Desk/continued) 

 

 

My picture is on the left and my friend’s is on the 
right. Five hours apart, the same sun rose to warm 
the earth and to light the day. In seeing the photos, I 
am reminded of the words of the psalmist: 

From the rising of the sun to its going down 
The Lord’s name is to be praised. 

(Psalm 113:3) 

May it be so in every season of our lives. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Pastor Mary Catherine 

“Life starts all over again when it gets 
crisp in the fall.” 

-F. Scott Fitzgerald 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Congregation in Action 

Interested in a Virtual Potluck? 

Methodists are known for potluck dinners, but what can one do when 
CDC guidelines encourage us to stay home and socially distanced? Well, 
here are a few ideas: 

• Submit recipes for an electronic cookbook of tried and true favorite 
recipes! (We also welcome volunteers to help with gathering recipes 
or assembling our electronic cookbook!) In July/August, we 
requested recipes for leftover rotisserie chicken. In September, we 
requested favorite comfort food recipes. In October, we are 
requesting favorite desserts! It’s NOT too late to submit recipes for 
any of these categories, or perhaps others such as vegetables, finger 
foods, and special dietary requirements. If possible, give tips or 
adaptations/substitutions that you find helpful and will make your 
recipes suitable for different tastes/diets. And, remember to tell the 
source of the recipe, e.g. from Fanny Farmer’s collection, an original by 
____, or based on ____. Send your recipes to Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com). 

• Invite a few church friends to a socially-distanced backyard potluck 
dinner (following CDC guidelines, of course!). 

• Invite church friends to a potluck dinner on Zoom (play it safe)! 

• Plan to attend a virtual Congregation in Action (CIA) potluck or 
possibly a parking lot social (dates to be decided late fall or winter). 

Not in the picture? You are in our hearts, be in our photo, too! 
Send a selfie (solid top in one color of the rainbow) to Lisa: lsantare@newark-umc.org 

Post-production update:  
See page 12 for details on our first 

Parking Lot Social! 
Saturday, October 10, 3-4:30pm 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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VOTE! 
Voting is the most important, impactful thing you can 
do this fall. Just think of the thousands who fought 
and died so that we could have the right to vote in 
America. Let’s not make their sacrifices to be in vain. 
Democracy is a fragile thing: it depends on all of us 
doing our part to preserve it. 

• Make sure you are properly registered to vote. 
• Vote early if that is an option in your state. 
• If you are nervous about in-person voting, request 

a Vote by Mail ballot.  
• Carefully follow directions when filling out your 

ballot, and don’t forget to sign the envelope. If 
your name is printed with a middle initial, be sure 
to include that in your signature. 

• Mail your ballot right away. 
• Congratulate yourself for being a warrior for 

democracy! 
• Pray for the welfare of our nation. 

The Delaware NAACP and friends 
announces this annual celebration, 
which will include remarks by DE 
State Representative Lisa Blunt 
Rochester and Delaware NAACP 
President Mr. Richard Smith. 

The keynote speech will come from 
Dr. Om kongo Dibinga, a 
motivational speaker, diversity 
consultant, poet and positive rapper.  

The event will include performances 
by Nyani Scott (First-place winner of 

the Spoken Word award), 
MLKVoice4Youth, and music by local 
artists Joe Nathan Band “3N1”, and 
will feature the DE NAACP’s annual 
community awards. 

If you are interested in joining this 
Zoom celebration, visit the NAACP 
homepage for more information and 
to purchase your ticket. Adult 
admission is $25; ticket orders must 
be received by October 17 at 3pm. 

Newark NAACP: Freedom Fund Virtual Banquet 

October 18, 30pm 

Keynote speaker: Dr. Om kongo Dibinga 

https://wakeupwednesdays.blog

Resources from our Social Justice sharing 
information about and resources toward action 
on anti-racism. 

https://newarkdenaacp.wixsite.com/newarknaacp)
https://newarkdenaacp.wixsite.com/newarknaacp)


5 

D
IS

C
IP

L
E

S
H

IP
 M

IN
IS

T
R

IE
S

 

Growing While Being Apart Physically 

Social distancing due to the coronavirus has 
made us all more appreciative of personal 
contact. While we may be slowly reorienting 
to being around people again, regular church 
meetings involving groups of people are still 
being accomplished virtually. While 
awkward at times, meeting this way is not 
such a bad thing. One silver lining: not 
having to get in one’s car and meet at a 
designated location is helping God’s creation 
by lessening carbon emissions. It is in this 
spirit, and with the realization that it may be 
a while before a trusted vaccine for COVID-
19 is readily available, that we on the 
Discipleship Leadership team are 
encouraging more of our church family to 
participate together in groups online for the 
purpose of intentionally working at growth 
in discipleship. 

We currently are using two models inspired 
by early Methodist practice, one we call 
“Disciples TREE” and the other, Covenant 
Discipleship. Read about each of these 
models at newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-
do/growing-disciples. 

Pastor Mary Catherine has urged our team to 
facilitate the formation of at least two new 
Covenant Discipleship (CD) groups of 4–7 
persons this fall. These groups meet weekly 
and are governed by a group-crafted 
covenant document that is meant to help 
move participants forward on the journey 
toward holiness of heart and life (what John 
Wesley referred to as Christian “perfection”). 

If you are interested in getting in on one of 
these new CD groups or joining an existing 
CD group, we invite you to contact one of us 
so that we may help you further grow in 
Christ through this proven model. 

Catherine Rounsley-Maxwell crounselymaxwell@gmail.com 
Mark Deshon deshon@udel.edu 
Lys Murray lysbetj@gmail.com 
Lloyd Massey lloydmassey7066@gmail.com  
Justin Pepper jwpepper14@gmail.com  

Discipleship Ministries 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/
mailto:crounselymaxwell@gmail.com
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
mailto:lysbetj@gmail.com
mailto:lloydmassey7066@gmail.com
mailto:jwpepper14@gmail.com
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The Wesley Foundation is planning its annual Bake Sale. If you are 
interested in baking for us, please contact Brooke Walker 
(brooke@udelwesley.org; 304-657-0146) no later than Friday, 
November 6. Please include what you will be making as well as the 
quantity.  

 

Hi Friends, 

If you have not kept up, we have been doing a variety of things in the 
midst of this pandemic, from online videos to scavenger hunts. We are 
now offering a hybrid model of ministry activities that are both virtual 
AND outdoors (socially-distanced, of course).  

Our teaching series for October is called ROAD TRIP. When we think of road trips, we might think 
of gas station snacks, singing along to our favorite songs, and taking in the sights—but when the 
Israelites went on a road trip of their own through the wilderness, it was a little less glamorous. 
Okay, it was a lot less glamorous. In this series, we'll introduce kids to some of God's "rules of the 
road," from Moses and the Ten Commandments all the way to what Jesus called the Greatest 
Commandment: to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Together, we'll discover that 
we can love God and others by putting God first, worshiping God, loving our families, and loving 
everyone. 

Our series will be in person in the parking lot on the first Sunday of each month (October 4th) at 
10am and through our new Google classrooms on the following weeks. 

 

We are continuing our Zoom chats on Sundays at 11am and our in-
person (socially-distanced) activities on the last Sunday of each month 
(October 25) at 6pm. During our Zoom meetings, we are exploring a 30
-day devotional through various parts of the Bible, and—of course—
playing fun games and enjoying fellowship.  

We welcome any new 6th graders to join us! 

For more details on what is going on in Christian Ed and how you can support our ministries, 
check out the promotional video on the NUMC website. 

 

Blessings, 

Sara Shultz, Director of Spiritual Formation 

mailto:brooke@udelwesley.org
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Changes to our Zoom Connections 

Zoom has updated its security protocols and now requires all 
meetings to have either a waiting room or a passcode.  In most 
cases, we have opted for passcodes.  You will now need to 
enter this passcode to join our Zoom gatherings.  Please use 
the new links/passcodes below. 

Weekly Communion Service 
8:00am Sundays 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82820823053?
pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09 

Passcode: 378631 

Call In: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 828 2082 3053 

Fellowship Hour and SonSpirit 
10:30/11:00am Sundays 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/88925443686?
pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09 

Passcode: 029831 

Call In: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 889 2544 3686 

Wednesday Praise & Prayer 
8:00 am Wednesdays 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/519639441?pwd=dG
5Od1J4Vjhkbjc3UzBtcWU0WFJ6Zz09 

Passcode: 691841 

Call In: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 519 639 441 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820823053?pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820823053?pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82820823053?pwd=aFU3ckpsaVpRMEtyQTVveXB3R2x5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686?pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686?pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686?pwd=YVVtTWRUdUtiT0VmUDU2cll3ZTc1dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/519639441?pwd=dG5Od1J4Vjhkbjc3UzBtcWU0WFJ6Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/519639441?pwd=dG5Od1J4Vjhkbjc3UzBtcWU0WFJ6Zz09
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We’re still waiting too— 
to open up and serve you. 

We don't yet know when that will be, 
but it will be when it is safe for us and you! 

 
Keep watching for that date, 

And KEEP READING! 

Recent Reads Book Group 

We are continuing to keep together through 
our enthusiasm for reading and telling each 
other about what we have been reading. We 
can't meet together, sit together, enjoy the 
camaraderie of each other's company, but we 
share our thoughts with written reports 
which are collated and then mailed to  
everyone in the group. 

One member in our group sends a copy of 
our monthly report to some of the church 

homebound along with a 'newsy' letter 
which she writes. This has proven to be a 
popular and appreciated effort on the part of 
the recipients, who enjoy learning about 
different books that the book group folks 
have enjoyed. 

If you would like to participate with us in the 
book group in this way, we would love to 
have you join in! It's easy to find out more: 
call the church office on Monday or 
Wednesday mornings, 9-Noon, and speak to 
Janet (302-368-8774). 

United Methodist Women Circles are moving to Zoom in October! 
Telephone call-in also will be available. We would love to have you join 
us—look for details in NUMC’s weekly e-news. 

Faith Talks 

What is Faith Talks? We’re so glad you asked! Faith Talks is a podcast featuring monthly 
conversations with United Methodist Women hosted by Jennifer R. Farmer, Spotlight PR—and 
it’s open to all! Each conversation explores themes and resources that empower us to put faith, 
hope and love into action.  

The topics are varied and current. For example, the August podcast was on Voter Guides & Voter 
Suppression. If you are interested in exploring the topics and listening to the podcast, here’s 
how: 

Go to unitedmethodistwomen.org; click Faith Talks, then the topic of your choice. It’s that 
simple! 

response: The print and digital magazine of women in mission 

You also can listen to a podcast with articles taken from response, the official magazine of 
United Methodist Women. Two recent articles have been Helping Youth and Children Navigate 
Anxiety and Loving God and Neighbor. If you would like to listen to these and other articles, 
here’s how: 

Go to unitedmethodistwomen.org; click Faith Talks. On the right you’ll see Other United 
Methodist Women Podcasts; click response podcast, then the topic of your choice. 

We hope you use this opportunity to explore more about United Methodist Women and how 
the organization helps around the United States and the world. 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/
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Trying Christians 

Join us as we gather on Zoom on Sundays at noon to share and discuss topics 
that call to us. Here’s what’s on tap for October: 

10/4: Read & React (topic TBD), led by Roland Roth 
10/11:  TC Report on Books of Interest, led by Jo Anne Deshon and 

Ruth Nicholls 
10/18: TC Report on Books of Interest, led by Jo Anne Deshon and 

Ruth Nicholls 
10/25: Faith Link, led by Bill Boyd 

Want to look ahead? Our schedule for the remainder of 2020 is posted on the 
NUMC website in Christian Education for Adults->What We Offer. 

NMP Staff Announcements 

Please join us in welcoming our new staff members: April Caruso, who accepted the position 
as the teacher’s assistant in the 3-day Fours class, and Amy Leguto, who accepted the position 
of lead teacher in Pre-K. We are excited that with such little time we were able to find new 
members of the Newark Methodist Preschool family. Both these ladies have excellent 
experience in early childhood education and will be a great addition to our staff. 

What’s Better than Pizza? Pizza AND 
Dessert! 

It’s not too good to be true: you can have your 
pizza and dessert too! From now until October 
15, NMP will be hosting a Joe Corbi’s Pizza 
fundraiser to help raise funds for the 2020/21 
school year. Orders can be made online at 
www.joecorbi.com (use code 514014 to ensure 
that Newark Methodist Preschool receives 
credit). From pizza kits to cookie dough (they 
even have gluten-free options), each item 
purchased will help us reach our goal. Don’t 
delay—get your pizza order in today! 

We’re Hiring 

NMP is still looking for substitute teachers 

for the 2020/21 school year. Interested 
parties can find the application on either 
the NMP or NUMC website or by 
contacting the preschool office for details.  

Space Available 

Opportunities are still available for children 
ages 2-Pre-K to register for the 2020/21 school 
year. Contact the preschool office for details. 

Contact us at 302-368-1754 or syerkes@newark-umc.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85290783599
http://www.joecorbi.com
mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Outreach 

Special Giving Sunday: World Communion 
October 4, 2020 

Newark UMC and Methodists around the world will join together on this 
special Sunday to celebrate Holy Communion. Our giving on World 
Communion Sunday helps provide scholarships for national and 
international graduate students whom God has gifted and called to learn and 
serve. 

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use 
to change the world.” The people of The United Methodist Church believe 
that all of God's children have been created and gifted to build the kingdom 
that Jesus ushered in. Our giving on World Communion Sunday helps put 
into more hands the most powerful tool to change the world. 

If you wish to give to World Communion Sunday online, please go to the 
NUMC Online Giving webpage and type World Communion Sunday under 
“Optional”. If you prefer to mail in a check to the church, write World 
Communion Sunday and your envelope number (if you have one) on the 
memo line.  

Note: The Special Giving Envelopes we would usually distribute in the Parish 
Notes and Sunday bulletins will not be available this year. 

Go-Bags 

The ongoing need for Go-Bags this year has 
caused the Outreach Team to alter our schedule 
of supplying them. We will be assembling Go-
Bags on an as-needed basis for the foreseeable 
future.  

This means that we will continue to request your 
donations. Items may be brought to the Welcome 
Center between 1 and 3pm, Monday-Thursday, 
and placed in or beside the Outreach-labeled box 
in front of the desk.  

Go-Bag items include:  

• protein meals with flip lids (such as Chef 
Boy-ar-Dee) 

• juice boxes (real juice) 
• fruit cups 
• breakfast bars 
• peanut butter/cheese crackers 

desserts (pudding cups, cookies) 

We thank the congregation for the continued 
support of this vital service to the community. 
God has blessed us to be able to do so! 

Emmanuel Dining Room 

NUMC has continued to cook casseroles 
for the Emmanuel Dining Room through 
the months of the general church 
closure. Cookie collection for the Dining 
Room has fallen by the wayside, 
however.  So this is a reminder that 
cookies are still needed! Packages of 
cookies may be left in the Welcome 
Center in the box labeled for Outreach 
between 1 and 3pm, Monday-Thursday. 
Please mark the cookies for Emmanuel 
Dining Room. 

You also can see a monthly reminder 
about this long-term ministry 
opportunity on the Parish Notes Making 
a Difference page.  

Thank you so much for your donations! 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 4pm on October 22 (the 
Welcome Center is open from 1 to 
4pm that afternoon). 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Angel Tree is Coming! 

Angel Tree is a program of Prison Fellowship, which reaches out to the children of 
prisoners and their families with the love of Christ. This unique program gives us an 
opportunity to share God's love by helping to meet the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs of the children of prisoners. NUMC has been participating in Angel Tree 
for many years. 

This year’s Angel Tree effort will be virtual. When the program is launched, each 
person will be able to view all angels that are available. Each donor will choose their 
angel to sponsor and pay online for each child (angel). 

Sponsorship will be a $40 gift card, plus a $2 shipping and handling fee. The Angel Tree 
program will purchase the gift cards. 

Each child will then receive their gift card with a message from their 
incarcerated parent inside a Christmas Card. 

We hope that you will continue to support this Outreach mission as 
you have in the past.  

Susan Tretta, Outreach Team 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

November Parish Notes deadline: 10/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

 Parking Lot Social 

Saturday, October 10 

3-4:30 pm 

Congregation in Action invites you to join us for a new experience: We’ll meet 
that afternoon in the church parking lot facing Delaware Avenue (the church 
building will not be open). Here are the facts that will make this successful: 

• If you have tested positive or have been exposed to anyone who has tested 
positive for COVID, please do not attend! (we’ll miss you, but …). 

• EVERYONE MUST BE WEARING A MASK! 
• We must maintain social distancing at all times. 
• Hand sanitizer will be available. 
• Congregation in Action will provide pre-packaged snacks (chips, pretzels, 

cookies, etc.). 
• Please bring your own water/drink bottle. 
• If you would like to sit to visit with friends, please bring your own chairs. 
• Be certain to sign in, so we have a list for contact-tracing purposes. 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

