
A
 p

u
b
li

c
a
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
e 

N
ew

a
rk

 U
n

it
e
d
 M

et
h

o
d
is

t 
C

h
u

rc
h

 
  

  
 

 
 

J
u

n
e/

J
u

ly
 2

0
2
0

 June 7: Laity Sunday 

Did you know that Newark UMC has three Lay Leaders? They are Lisa Gensel, 
Mark Werrell and Pamela White.  

• Lay Leaders represent the laypeople in the congregation in working with the 
pastor for the mission and vision of the congregation. 

• They engage in spiritual practices that build a relationship of attentiveness to 
God’s will and direction. 

• They serve as a role model of Christian discipleship for the congregation. 

• They work with the pastor and other leaders to launch or strengthen ministries 
that build discipleship. 

• They assist in advising the Church Council about opportunities available and 
the needs expressed for a more effective lay ministry of the church in the 
community. 

• They plan with other leaders in the congregation for celebrating the ministry of 
laypeople throughout the year and especially on Laity Sunday. 

• They meet regularly with the pastor to discuss the state of the church and the 
opportunities for ministry to advance the mission and ministry of the 
congregation in the community. 

• They continue to study and train and to develop a growing understanding of 
the church’s reason for existence and the types of ministry that will most 
effectively fulfill the church’s mission and that will help strengthen the lay 
leader’s own work. 

• They inform the laity of training opportunities provided by the Annual 
Conference. 

• They are encouraged to become certified Lay Servants. 

• They are members of the Charge Conference, the Church Council, the Staff-
Parish Relations Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Nominations and 
Leadership Development Committee. 

• They are voting members of all the aforementioned committees. Each of these 
committees has specific responsibilities, but the Lay Leader represents the laity 
in each situation, as well as serving as an interpreter of the actions and 
programs of the Annual Conference and the general church. 

Adapted from Discipleship Ministries of the UMC. Original posted at umcdiscipleship.org/
resources/lay-leader. 

Pictured left to right: Lisa Gensel, Mark Werrell, Pamela White 
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Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell, Lisa Gensel ,Pamela White 

 
 
 

 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller ext. 214 
 
Interim Organist 
Paul Fleckenstein    

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Tammy Sharp, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Director 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

Greetings!   

This is the day the Lord has made. Let 
us rejoice and be glad in it!   

Have you ever wondered about the 
meanings of all of the different symbols 
we have on the altar cloths and kneeling cushions in the 
sanctuary of Newark UMC? They represent the symbols that 
have been of particular import to this community over time 
as we have sought to live out our mission as faithful disciples 
of Jesus. Much as music does, the symbols help to tell the 
story of God’s unconditional love for us and the stories of the 
saints throughout the ages who have testified to the truth of 
that love through their words and deeds. Over the summer, I 
will be using my weekly video time to highlight the symbols 
and their meanings.  

Today I offer you a challenge, a way for you to test your 
basic knowledge of some of these symbols.  Match the 
symbol with the apostle they represent.  Have fun! 

Your Sibling in Christ, 

Pastor Mary Catherine 

A 

B C 

D E 

1. Jude 

2. Thomas 

3. Simon Peter 

4. Matthew 

5. John 

Answers can be found on page 11.  

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Summer Worship Series 

Journey through Genesis: Who Will Carry the Promises of God? 

Beginning in mid-June, we will begin a summer journey through the Book of Genesis. In it we will 
reacquaint ourselves with Abraham and his children and descendants: Isaac and Rebekah, Esau 
and Jacob, Jacob and Rachel, Joseph and his brothers, and Moses (Exodus). Through their stories we 
will experience real-life people making real-life decisions with real-life consequences. Our goal? To 
discover where God is in all of it for them and for us.  

 

June 14 Trinity Sunday (aka Heresy Sunday) 

  Genesis 1:1-5 

  The one Sunday of the year when you are guaranteed to hear heresy! 

June 21 Decisions, Decisions (Includes Litany Prayer for Father’s Day) 

  Genesis 21:8-21 

It’s not easy being a father and balancing family demands. What might we learn 
about God from Abraham’s choice?  

June 28 Just in the Nick of Time: The Near Sacrifice of Isaac 

  Genesis 22:1-14 

Sometimes it’s not so easy to figure out what God wants. What might we learn from 
Abraham’s struggle to be faithful to God? 

July 5  At the Center of It All: Isaac and Rebekah 

  Genesis 24    

July 12  Jockeying for Position: Esau and Jacob 

  Genesis 25:19-34 

July 19  Dreams and Desperation: Jacob and His Ladder 

  Genesis 28 

July 26  The Jester Gets Played: Jacob and Rachel 

  Genesis 29 

August 2 Reconciliation Ramblings: Jacob’s Wrestling Match 

  Genesis 32:22-31 

August 9 The Great Betrayal: Joseph and His Brothers 

  Genesis 37 

August 16 The Great Restoration: Joseph and His Brothers 

  Genesis 45 

August 23 The Birth: Moses 

  Exodus 1-2 

August 30 The Burning Bush: Moses 

   Exodus 3:1-5 
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Hello Friends! As we continue to navigate Sunday School 
and the children’s message virtually, we will be diving into 
the beginning of the Bible and revisiting the creation story 
and the beginning of God’s story for June and July.  

Here are our themes: 

June: In the Beginning  

From the very tops of its mountains, to the 
deepest depths of its oceans, Planet Earth is 
pretty incredible…and none of it was 
created by mistake! On the very first page of 
the Bible, we see that our planet, galaxy, 
and universe all were created with love and 
care by the same God who loves and cares 
for each of us. In this series with the story of 
creation, kids will discover that the Bible 

tells God’s story, that God created the 

whole world, that God created us in His 

image, that sin separates us from God, and 
that Jesus takes away our sin. 

July: Double Dog Dare 

“I double dog dare you!” Those five words can 
either make us really nervous or make us really 
brave. In this series, we’re not talking about the 
kind of dares that challenge you to drink a 
liquified Happy Meal or lick a frozen telephone 
pole. We’re talking about a better kind of dare—
the kind of dare God gives us when God calls us 
to do something big and bold in His name. In this 
series from the book of Genesis, kids will hear the 
stories of people who responded to God’s call 
either with fear or with courage. They’ll be 
challenged to love God even when others don’t, 
to love God by putting Him first, to love God 

even when they don’t understand, and 
to love God by turning away from sin. 

I share in the feelings that being apart right now is very hard. We are working to get creative as 
we discern what guidelines will need to be in place as we move forward and how we can 
continue to share our resources virtually. If you need additional support, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to me (sshultz@newark-umc.org). 

-Sara Shultz, Director of Spiritual Formation  

As the 2019/2020 school year came to a conclusion early in 
May, the staff of NMP came together to bid farewell to 
their students in “drive-by” fashion. Students and their 
families drove their cars through the parking lot where 
they were greeted with warm waves and air hugs from 
their teachers. Continuous innovation by our teachers and 
staff during this unprecedented time has shown how truly 
dedicated they are to their students. We look forward to a 
time when we can come back to school and be together 
again. Until then, we hope that 
everyone stays safe and has a 
wonderful summer.  

2020/2021 Registration  

Registration for the 2020-2021 
school year is currently 
underway and opportunities 
are still available for children 
ages 2 through Pre-K. Contact 
the preschool office for details: 

(302)368-1754  
tsharp@newark-umc.org  

mailto:sshultz@newark-umc.org
mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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It has been a strange year for the 
Wesley Foundation. Campus ministry 
is challenging on a good day. Being 
forced apart and learning to adapt to a 
new reality of socially distanced 
relationships has been a work in 
progress for us. I’m happy to say that 
we have remained a strong unit despite 
the distance. But now we have to say 
farewell to our seniors, students we 
have seen grow and develop so much in 
these years with us. It’s always a 
bittersweet time to celebrate all that 
they have accomplished (they’ve 
moved so very many books for the 
library over these past years!) while 
lamenting that they are ready to move 
on to the next phase of their journey. 
Four years seems to go by so quickly. 

I couldn’t be prouder of our graduating 
class. They represent the best of Wesley 
and the best of the Church. Each of 
them has given themselves to the 
fellowship and to the work of Christ in 
our midst. I’m excited to see where they 
land and what they do there. And I 
thank everyone at Newark UMC for 
having been a family to them during 
this part of their trek. You have made 
them meals, you have made them 
survival packs, you have watched them 
lead services before you. They have 
been a part of us, and that is because 
you opened your hearts to them. So, 
thank you. And now, as we say 
goodbye to one graduating class, we 
prepare to welcome yet another in 
August.  

Here’s to looking forward to the next 
class’s journey with Newark UMC. 

-Ward Mesick, Campus Pastor 

Adrianna Nelson 

Mikayla DuBreuil 

Connor Pitman Mackenzie Steele 

Jess Storm 

Ray Willis 
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Livestream Liturgical Worship 
Sundays at 9:30am—Join us on YouTube or Facebook 
 
Bridging the Gap: Fellowship in the Time Between  
Sundays at 10:30am 
Stay after the livestream or come early to the contemporary service 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686  
Call-in number: 301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 889 2544 3686 
 
Zoom Contemporary Worship in the style of SonSpirit  
Sundays at 11am 
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88925443686 (same as Bridging the 
Gap) 
Call-in number: 301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 889 2544 3686 
  
Zoom Youth Hangout 
Sundays at 11am 
Sara will e-mail you the Zoom link 
 
Mindfulness Meditation Mondays 
with Cara Lee Palmer 
Meditations and audio files are sent via the Monday e-news. 
 
Morning Time of Praise & Prayer 
Wednesdays at 8am  
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/3626512268   
Call-in number: 301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 362 651 2268 
 
Weekly Hymn Sing 
Look for weekly videos via the e-news each Thursday, with music and lyrics, 
so we can sing some of our favorite hymns! Or visit our 
church YouTube page for all our weekly videos! 
 
Choir Zoom Meetup 
Thursdays at 7:30pm 
Choir members, former choir members, future choir 
members all welcome! 
Email Lys Murray (lysbetj@gmail.com) for Zoom 
information. 

We are the Church Together! 

https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=49e3ab9873&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=ef61512599&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=6fc6f743cf&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=5cf4cd5a51&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=54e7734f18&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=fea716192a&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=bd8c2295aa&e=92560c3cdf
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Caring Ministries 

Members Needing a Helping Hand—Several members 
have expressed a need for help with yard work. etc. Are 
you willing to help? Do you need help yourself?  Please 
email Rich Lapointe (rlapointe0539@gmail.com).  

Weekly Prayer List--If you have prayer requests that you 
would like to appear in the weekly prayer list, please e-
mail them to Lisa Santare (lsantare@newark-umc.org) by 
Tuesday midday each week. If you have a confidential 
prayer that you would like to share with Pastor Mary 
Catherine, please email praynewark@gmail.com. 

Food Cupboard--The Food Cupboard will now be 
open only on Fridays from 9am-12pm. Clients will need a 
referral from the Hudson Center. 

Newark Empowerment Center—The Empowerment 
Center will now be serving food just outside the Welcome 
Center Monday-Friday, 1-3pm. Please stay tuned for 

The Upper Room 

We have copies of the Upper 
Room at the church. Would you 
like one?   

Please e-mail Lisa 
(lsantare@newark-umc.org) and 
include your USPS mailing 
address. We will get one mailed to 
you.  

Do let us know whether you want 
the large-print version (we have a 
limited number of them).  

#ResistHarm 

Wondering how we as a church or 
you as an individual might take a 
stand against the harm being done 
to LGBTQ persons since the 
Traditional Plan took effect? 

Check out #ResistHarm at https://
resistharm.com. 

mailto:rlapointe0539@gmail.com
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
mailto:praynewark@gmail.com
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=4df1ad1440&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=4df1ad1440&e=92560c3cdf
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Recent Reads Book Group 

The book group cannot meet together during this time 
of separation. We are, of course, continuing to read! We 
are sharing our thoughts about what we have read and 
sending them to Janet, who is collating them all so that 
the whole group gets a report of everyone's remarks. 
These monthly reports are added to the group's 
permanent record held in the Library.  

If you would like to join us, or want more information 
about how this is working, call the church office on a 
Monday or Wednesday morning between 9am and 
(302/368-8774). We are a great bunch—a fun bunch—of 
folks who would love to have you join us. All are 
welcome!  

We will resume our regular meetings in the Library on 
the second Monday of each month as soon as the church 
re-opens for all. 

Oh, dear friends of our wonderful library, we do miss it so! We look forward to 
being able to come to worship in our sanctuary, to having Fellowship Hour 
together in Heritage Hall, and to greet one another at the Welcome Center and 
elsewhere in the building. But those of us who treasure Bunting Library for the 
warmth and comfort of its atmosphere, being surrounded by all the books that 
provide resource and teaching, those that give enjoyment, pleasure; where we 
meet with like-minded others for books, or as mothers and fathers helping our 
children find a book and teaching them about the joy of books and reading…we 
miss all that! 

On that very special day when the church opens again, Bunting Library will be 
open for everyone as well. And we will be back on our regular schedule: when the 
church is open, the library is open!  

We look forward to seeing you then! 

Bunting Library News 
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Outreach 

Peace with Justice Sunday: June 7 

On this special Sunday in the United 
Methodist Church, we recognize our mission 
to spread God’s love while having a voice in 
advocating for peace and justice through a 
broad spectrum of national and global 
programs. Your giving is vital for the UMC to 
continue its local and global ministries of 
reconciliation.  

Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday 
offering, the people of The United Methodist 
Church are able to make a difference together 
by sowing seeds—and yielding fruit!—of 
peace.  For example: 

• Methodists spearhead a peace ministry 
uniting Arizona border communities 

• United Methodists in Liberia are being 
equipped to implement the denomination’s 
Social Principles to address social-justice 
issues 

• Pennsylvania students are educating their 
community about sex-trafficking at home 
and abroad. 

 

Your Giving Makes Possible the 
Proclamation of Christ’s Peace. 

If you wish to give to Peace with Justice 
Sunday online, please go to the NUMC 
Online Giving webpage http://newark-
umc.org/wp/online-giving/ and type in 
Peace With Justice under Other Donations. 

Thank you for your generous support of all 
NUMC missions! 

It’s Time to Go(-Bag)! 

In July, the Outreach Team plans to assemble Go-Bags 
for the Empowerment Center. We ask that donation of 
items to fill the bags be brought to the church during 
June and early July. Donations of necessary food items 
may be brought to the Welcome Center during regular 
Empowerment Center afternoon hours, 1-3pm. Please 
clearly label your donations for Outreach. 

Needed are protein meals with flip lids (such as Chef 
Boy-ar-dee); fruit cups; breakfast bars; cheese crackers 
w/peanut butter; juice box; dessert (cookies, pudding, 
etc.) 

Thank you for your generous support of this very 
important mission of Outreach at NUMC. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Love is Shining Through 

The darkness that many of us are feeling as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic is being 
shattered by the light of love!! Thanks to the 
tremendous response of our NUMC family, 
working together with several area restaurants, 
the hungry and homeless in the City of 
Newark are being fed! 

When Delaware’s Governor issued the first 
common-sense stay-at-home orders, our 
building had to close, eliminating the 
possibility of providing the usual mid-day 
meal to the homeless who come to the Newark 
Empowerment Center (NEC). Because the 
Welcome Center has not been open, our 
volunteer receptionists, who have gotten to 
know and care for many of the NEC clients, 
have been unable to serve. But they’ve found a 
way to let love shine through the darkness. 

A call went out for donations of casseroles and 
funds, the goal being not only to feed NEC 
clients, but also to help support area 
establishments working hard to keep their 
doors open and employees working. On 
Thursdays, NEC clients enjoy lunches donated 
by The Well in Hockessin. When we contacted 
Roots Natural Kitchen asking if they could 
provide discounted meals for this project, they 
instead pledged to donate 30 meals every 
Friday for four weeks. When the need grew to 
45 meals/day, we asked if they would prepare 
45 meals and we would pay for the additional 
15 bowls. Instead, they increased their 
donation to 45 healthy bowls every Friday in 
May! This has allowed us to purchase fruit and 
snacks to hand out with the bowls.  

To date, more than $3,000 has been donated to 
a special fund with which we have been 
purchasing carry-out meals from Grain and 
Brookside Country Maid Deli at deeply 
discounted prices. We also give thanks for 
casseroles donated by people from Head of 
Christiana Presbyterian Church, Meg Aument 
(President of the Board of Friendship House), 
Polly and Marc Marcus, Sara Gaines, Charlotte 
and Wayne Hanna, Janet King, Tammy Sharp, 
teachers at Newark Methodist Preschool, and 
others, which allow us to stretch those funds 
even further.  

We also are helping to pay the costs for 
weekend meals, organized by Dave Timmons.  

 

Dave’s report: NUMC was asked by 
Friendship House to be part of a group of 6 
churches to provide meals to the homeless 
population. NUMC members helping feed the 
homeless Sunday lunches and dinners during 
this shutdown include Kathy Bishop, Amy 
Bland, Jo Anne Deshon, Cindy Greene, Janet 
King, Stan and Cindy Wilson Risko, Linda 
Russell, Melanie Sharp, Roland Sharp, Linda 
Steinkrauss, Susan and Lou Tretta, Richard 
Waibel, and Dave Wiesler. 

THANK YOU ALL for bringing light and 
God’s love to fight the darkness of the 
pandemic! Congregation, please thank them all 
for living Matthew 25:31-46 when you next see 
them. 

Would you like to join us in this 
important ministry? 

So much can be done! In addition to the work 
highlighted above, you are welcome to donate 
packaged cookies, chips, granola bars, fruit 
cups, drinks (items that can be used both in 
our go-bags and in our to-go lunches/
dinners), or to make a financial donation. 
Contact Kathy Werrell (kcwerrell@gmail.com; 
302-540-8866) to help us radiate God’s love in 
these difficult times. 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 4pm on June 18 & July 23 
(the Welcome Center is open from 1 
to 4pm that afternoon). 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Friendship House Fundraiser:  
Virtual Highmark Walk 2020 

Friendship House, which manages the Newark 
Empowerment Center (housed at NUMC; see page xx for 
other news), has taken its annual Highmark Walk to the 
internet! You can participate any time on June 12 or 13. 
You choose your time and method: treadmill, park/trail, 
or around the neighborhood. You even can choose the 
length of your walk. 

Several teams already have formed…visit the registration 
page to join (or start a new one!). There is no minimum fee 
for registration, but a donation is greatly appreciated. And 
at the time of this writing, $10 will be donated to your 
team by an anonymous donor.  

Answers from page 2: 1B, 2E, 3D, 4A, 5C 

Do all the good you can,  

by all the means you can,  

in all the ways you can,  

in all the places you can,  

at all the times you can,  

to all the people you can,  

as long as ever you can.  

-John Wesley 

https://www.friendshiphousede.org/highmarkwalk/
https://www.friendshiphousede.org/i-want-to-virtually-walk/
https://www.friendshiphousede.org/i-want-to-virtually-walk/


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
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August Parish Notes deadline: 7/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

