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Newark United Methodist Church is a congregation 

with open hearts, open minds, and open arms.  We 

welcome you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

regardless of your race, ethnicity, age, gender 

identity, sexual orientation, social or economic status, 

physical and mental ability, or religious affiliation.  

We are all God’s beloved children. 
 

Thank you for joining 

our livestream 

worship service. 
 
 



Order of Worship 
at Newark United Methodist Church 

April 5, 2020 
9:30am 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

 
 

 

 

 
 
COMMUNITY MOMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS               
             
PRELUDE             Valet will ich dir geben  J. S. Bach 
                     (Tune:  St. Theodulph, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                           

 

Grab a dish towel! 
Grab a ball cap! 
Grab a blanket! 
Grab something to wave, anything! 
Join in the celebration! 
Jesus has arrived! Love is in the house! 
Let us celebrate with shouts of joy and waves of towel, cap, 
blanket, hands, anything we have at hand! 
Hosanna!  Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord!  Hosanna! 
(Written by Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller) 

 

 

 



A PALM PROCESSIONAL 

(Matthew 21:1-13 and “All Glory Laud and Honor”) 
 

   When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to 
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Look, 
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

 

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son, 
who in the Lord's name comest, the King and Blessed One. 

 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, 
and he sat on them.  
 

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

The company of angels are praising thee on high, 
and we with all creation in chorus make reply. 

 

8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
 

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

The people of the Hebrews with psalms before thee went; 
our prayer and praise and anthems 

before thee we present. 



9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest 
heaven!” 
 

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

To thee, before thy passion, 
they sang their hymns of praise; 

to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 
 
12Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were 
selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables 
of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 
13He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer’; but you are making it a den of robbers.” 
 

All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou didst accept their praises; 
accept the prayers we bring, 

who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King. 

 
 OPENING PRAYER  
 

Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God,  
   we’ve joined in the celebration of Jesus    
   humbly entering Jerusalem  
   bearing your saving grace for all of humanity.   
We’ve sung our sweet hosannas  
   and waved our own “palms.”  
Fill our time of active remembrance and praise  
   with your Spirit so that this may be a holy moment for us.  
In it draw us ever closer to you.   



In it strengthen us for the roller coaster of a ride  
   from joy to sorrow to elation  
   that the week ahead offers us.   
May we who wave towels and t-shirts today  
   not lose sight of the way of love  
   in Christ through which you have redeemed us.  
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 
            (Written by Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller) 

 
 SUNG RESPONSE 
 

All glory, laud, and honor,  
to thee, Redeemer, King,  
to whom the lips of children made  
sweet hosannas ring.  

 
LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY 

We have gathered, week after week, sharing a common quest 
for a deeper faith and a deeper experience of the divine. I invite 
you to close your eyes and let go of the things that distract and 
concern you. Listen! The time is drawing near. Jesus is entering 
Jerusalem.  

How will we greet him? Will we follow him all the way to the 
Cross? The power of Jesus is that he lived what he taught, even 
when it led to his death. He lived with an abiding awareness of 
God, radiating the light of God in all he said and did. But that 
light was too much for the world. There are forces today, as 
there were in ancient Judea, that conspire to put it out. Where 
are we in this drama? What are we willing to risk to follow 
Jesus? 
 
 

(Silent time.) 
 



As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness and 
pain of illness and disease in the world. 
 

(A candle is extinguished.) 
 

SUNG RESPONSE      As the Deer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray, 
 

Loving God, there are so many choices before us every day. 
Choices offered by our friends, our families, our culture, our 
own past. Some of them encourage the well-being of the 
earth, ourselves and our neighbors; others are destructive. 
Help us to distinguish between them. May we learn from the 
choices of Jesus and embody compassion, justice, and 
inclusion in all we say and do. Amen. 

(Written by Andrew Schwartz and posted on processandfaith.org, May 25, 2015) 



VOCAL SOLO              The Holy City      Stephen Adams 
                                  Isai Jess Muñoz, tenor 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                   Pastor Mary Catherine 

 
GOSPEL LESSON                                               Matthew 26:30-45 
Listen now for the living word of God: 
 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 
 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 
 
 

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on 
account of me, for it is written: 
“‘I will strike the shepherd, 
    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
 
 

32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never 
will.” 
 

34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the 
rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 
 

35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never 
disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 
 

Gethsemane 
 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over 
there and pray.”  
 

37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, 
and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 
 



38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with 
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with 
me.” 
 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from 
me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 
 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one 
hour?” he asked Peter. 
 

 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may 
your will be done.” 
 

43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because 
their eyes were heavy. 
 
 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the 
third time, saying the same thing. 
 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son 
of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners.  
 

46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
 
The Spirit of God has been present 
in the reading and hearing of these words.  
Thanks be to God!  

 

 

 



MESSAGE       Riding the Holy Week Roller Coaster:     
                                 From Celebration to Sorrow to Elation     
                                                                                                          Pastor Mary Catherine 

                                        
 

 

 

 

HYMN               When We Face an Unknown Future                     

                                  CONVERSE ("What a Friend We Have in Jesus") 
 

When we face an unknown future that we can’t imagine yet, 

when the closeness we have treasured turns from blessing into threat— 

As we miss our friends and loved ones, as we crave community, 

may we look, God, in this season, for a whole new way to be. 

 

Jesus faced the lonely desert as a time to look within. 

There he met such trial and conflict; there he knew you were with him. 

In this time of separation when we miss the life we’ve known, 

may we hear your voice proclaiming: “I am here! You’re not alone.” 

 

May we cherish those around us as we never have before. 

May we think much less of profit; may we learn what matters more. 

May we hear our neighbors’ suffering; may we see our neighbors’ pain. 

May we learn new ways of offering life and health and hope again. 

 

God, when illness comes to threaten, and when so much here goes wrong, 

may we know this thing for certain— that your love is sure and strong. 

You’re beside us in our suffering, and when times are surely tough, 

we may face an unknown future, but it’s filled, Lord, with your love. 
 
Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

O God, 
   we stand at the gate, 
   hesitant and uncertain; 
   we are reluctant to answer your invitation; 
   we are slow to embark on the journey 
   toward your reign. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Grant us the help we need to be your people— 
   the courage to join you in the procession; 
   the selflessness to lay our cloaks before you; 
   the freedom to lift our palms to your glory; 
   and the knowledge that by your grace 
   we are forgiven. Amen. 

 
(Written by Marcia McFee and posted on MinistryMatters.com for April 5, 2020) 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Though we are a fickle people,  
   God loves and redeems us through Jesus Christ.  
Feel the power of redeeming love.  
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 
(Written by Nancy C. Townley and posted on MinistryMatters.com for April 5, 2020) 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 
 

…The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also, with you. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://ministrymatters.com/
http://ministrymatters.com/


INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

…As we receive our musical offering,  
      let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

 
OFFERTORY                     Abide with Me          Charles Ives 
 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                Tune: OLD 100th  
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                         

Let us pray. 
 

 

Gracious Giver of all gifts,  
   in this holy moment make us aware,  
   not so much of what we have given  
   as of all we have received 
    and so have yet to share.  
Let your generosity so flow through us,  
   that our lives will be gifts given freely and abundantly 
   in joy and thanksgiving. Amen.  
 

From henriettaucc.org. used with permission) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 HYMN              We Sang Our Glad Hosannas   
                                                (Tune: PASSION CHORALE)              
                                                                                                                     

We sang our glad hosannas and waved our branches high, 
but some were silent, frowning, as Jesus rode on by. 
They sought a royal Savior, but did not understand 
a king could rule by loving instead of by command. 

  
We served him at the table with wine, unleavened bread. 
“The one who will betray me now eats with me,” he said. 

His friends would not believe him, but one by one that night, 
as soldiers came to take him, they scurried out of sight. 

 
We saw a suffering Jesus alone, without a friend, 

and heard the voices shouting abuse until the end. 
We wept as we stood watching Love’s light grow dim and die, 

and cried, “Why did this happen? God, tell us, tell us why!” 

 
BLESSING 
 

We do not know what the future will hold for us,  
   but we are assured that whatever happens, God is with 
us! Follow Jesus boldly to the cross and beyond. 
For God’s promises are good and true. You are beloved.  
Go in peace.  Amen. 

 
 

(Written by Nancy C. Townley and posted on MinistryMatters.com for April 5, 2020) 
 

 
POSTLUDE           Herzlich thut mich verlangen           J.S. Bach J. S. Bach 
                       (Tune:  Passion Chorale, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”) 

  
 
 

http://ministrymatters.com/


Flower dedications     
To the glory of god . . . 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You     
for serving in worship today . . . 

 
  

Interim Pastor Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller 
 

Certified Deacon Kevin Smith  
Candidate 
 

Organist  Paul Fleckenstein 
 

Piano  Brett Izsa   
 

Soloist  Isai Jess Muñoz 
 

Cantor  Giovani Malcolm 
   

Sound Team Jeff Walter, Bill Clark 
 

Livestream Sarah Jungling 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit the NUMC website at 
www.newark-umc.org to find: 

 

• Weekly announcements 

• Sunday bulletins 

• Link to the livestream 

• Church calendar 
 

And much more! 
 

In celebration or our 49th Wedding Anniversary on April 7, 
from Diane & Nick Brahy 

In loving appreciation of NUMC from Cathy & Carroll 
Johnstone 

http://www.newark-umc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Visiting the Building/Getting in Touch With Us 
 

Following social distancing guidelines, we are trying to keep visits to 
the church to a minimum. We will be adopting a modified summer 
schedule.  What this means:  
 

Staff will, for the most part, be working remotely.  They will be 
checking their voicemail and e-mail frequently Monday – Thursday 
during the hours of 9 -3 pm. If you have an urgent need to physically 
be in the building, please call ahead or e-mail to arrange this with a 
staff member.   
 

Preschool:  
Tammy Sharp tsharp@newark-umc.org 
 

Sunday School:  
Sara Shultz sshultz@newark-umc.org 
 

Wesley Foundation:  
Ward Mesick wardmesick@gmail.com   
Brooke Walker brooke@udelwesley.org 
 

All other building users: 
Rob Cappiello rcappiello@newark-umc.org 
  
Pastor Mary Catherine            
email               newarkpastor@gmail.com                                            
Cell phone       410-476-7569 
Text                 If you choose to text, please sign your text.  She does      
                         not have everyone’s contact info in her phone. 
  

Lisa Santare                             
email               lsantare@newark-umc.org 
Phone             302-368-8774  
                                                      

 

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org
mailto:sshultz@newark-umc.org
mailto:wardmesick@gmail.com
mailto:brooke@udelwesley.org
mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org
mailto:newarkpastor@gmail.com


 
In these times of on-line worship and social distancing, 
it’s more important than ever to be receiving the  
e-news!  It seems every day there are more changes, 
announcements, and new ways for us to stay connected 
and worshipping together!  
 
Please e-mail Lisa Santare at lsantare@newark-umc.org 
to get on our e-news list. 

Don’t forget to visit the church website to make your 
Sunday morning offering!   
 
Why not consider setting up a recurring payment? 
 
www.newark-umc.org 

 
 

Lay Leaders 
Mark Werrell, Pamela White, Lisa Gensel 
 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller, Interim Pastor 
Paul Fleckenstein, Interim Organist 
Sara Shultz, Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Lisa Santare, Office Manager 
Robert Cappiello, Business Manager 
Pat MacKenzie, Bookkeeper 
Tammy Sharp, Preschool Director 
Debbie Knight – Preschool Administrative Assistant 
Ernie Schofield, Facility Coordinator 
Piedad Luna, Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo, Asst. Custodian 
 

Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry 
at the University of Delaware 
Rev. Ward Mesick, Campus Pastor 
Brooke Walker, Director 

newark-umc.org  
69 East Main Street,  
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
302.368.8774    
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