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NUMC Sunday Worship Highlights for May 

 

Beginning April 26 at 11am 
SonSpirit Returns! 

Come early and catch up with one another between 
the Livestream and SonSpirit. There will be a 
countdown clock to let you know when we will switch 
the service. When the service begins, all mics except 
those of the speakers will be muted.  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/96621151011 

Dial by your location: Call--1 929 205 6099 
Enter when prompted: Meeting ID  966 2115 1011 

 

 

May 3 (both 9:30 & 11am services)— 
Spiritual Communion 

We will have a time of Spiritual Communion during our Sunday 
services on May 3—this is a way for us to commune with Christ 
and one another even though we are apart. 

 

 

May 10— 
Mother’s Day 

Rev. Ward Mesick will be our preacher for the day;  
our service will include a Mother’s Day prayer. 

 

 

May 17—  
Dedication of Estimate of Giving Cards  

for the 2020-21 Fiscal Year 

In our Estimates of Giving, we make a covenant with God to support 
the mission and ministry of Newark United Methodist Church.  

Please prayerfully consider your estimate: reflect on how God has and 
will bless you financially, and how you can respond in faith and 
gratitude for God’s gifts. Then complete the Estimate of Giving Card 
to offer your support for the mission and ministry of the Church in the 
2020-21 fiscal year.  

Since God blesses us with many more gifts than these financial 
blessings, this card also allows us to include our commitment to 
dedicating our selves and our gifts of prayer, presence, service and 
witness. All are central elements of our life in Christian community 
and our faithful response to the call of ministry God places before us. 

 

 

May 31— 

Pentecost 

This Sunday will be filled with the Holy Spirit!  

Red will be the color of the day. 
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Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell, Lisa Gensel ,Pamela White 

 
 
 

 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller ext. 214 
 
Interim Organist 
Paul Fleckenstein    

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Tammy Sharp, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Director 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

Mindfulness Mondays: 
Watch for Cara Lee Palmer’s mindfulness suggestions 

weekly in the NUMC e-news 
 
 

Tuesdays at 6pm:  
Zoom Dinner Parties with Pastor Mary Catherine 

Join Zoom meeting 

 

Wednesdays at 8am: 
Time of Prayer & Praise with Pastor Mary Catherine 

Join Zoom meeting 
 
 

Thursdays: 
Weekly Hymn Sing 

Look for our weekly video via the NUMC e-news 
 

Choir Weekly Gathering @ 7:30pm 
Contact Lys for the Zoom link (all are welcome!) 

 
 

Sundays: 
Livestream Worship, 9:30am 
Join us on YouTube or Facebook  

 
& at 10:30am 

Bridging the Gap: Fellowship in the Time Between 
Join Zoom meeting 

 
& at 11am 

Join Zoom meeting (same as Bridging the Gap) 
 

Also on Sundays: 
Zoom Youth Hangout, 11am 

Ask Sara to email you the Zoom link! 

Stay Connected With Our NUMC Family 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
https://zoom.us/j/889879369
https://zoom.us/j/983366083
mailto:lysbetj@gmail.com
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=a923714bed&e=92560c3cdf
https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=df273b5213&e=92560c3cdf
https://zoom.us/j/759762024
https://zoom.us/j/759762024
mailto:sshultz@newark-umc.org
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Several weeks ago, I invited us all to set aside a space for prayer in our homes. Prayer spaces are 
flexible places. That which has helped us draw close to God in the past may not do so at other 
times. With this in mind, I have added a few items to my personal prayer space over the last 
month or so. When I first put the prayer space together, I began with items that remind me about 
God’s presence with me and about God’s love for all of humanity. I also included items that help 
serve as visual reminders of you, the people of Newark UMC, as I pray. A few weeks ago, I added 
a Sand Wave Moving Art piece. I use it to help me slow down, to quiet my mind and to center as I 
begin my time of personal prayer and at other times as well.  

 

 

 

 

This week I added a sand labyrinth to my space.  

 

 

 

 

Walking a labyrinth helps me to stay focused and centered as I move and pray. Since I cannot get 
out and walk a prayer labyrinth at the moment, the sand labyrinth provides me with both a sense 
of movement and a sense of structure during my prayer time. On my way to the center, I lay 
before God my worries and my fears, releasing all my cares and concerns to God’s control 
through prayers of lament and intercession. At the midpoint, I silently open myself to God’s 
presence in a time of stillness, listening for God’s “still small voice.” As I move from the middle 
toward the exit, I transition to prayers of thanksgiving for and celebration of God’s continuing 
work in my life and in creation.  

It occurred to me this week that I can walk around my apartment as if it were a labyrinth using 
the same prayer structure. Bear with me here. If I place my right hand on the front door and then 
keep walking with my hand on the wall following the contours of my space, I eventually end up 
back where I began. During the first half of my walk I can pray my prayers of lament and 
intercession. I can stop about halfway around to be still and listen. And then I can conclude with 
prayers of thanksgiving and celebration.   

Give it a shot. Experiment a little. This can be done on one or multiple floors, and more than one 
person can do it at a time. If you want to reduce the size of the walk, just shut some doors. 

Let me know how it works for you. 

If you have any prayers you wish for me to include on my labyrinth walks, you can email me at 
praynewark@gmail.com. 

Continued Prayers and Blessings, 

Pastor Mary Catherine  

Walking Our Home Labyrinth 
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May Brings a New  

Sunday School Theme… 
Everyone loves a story about a big adventure, 
don’t they? The best stories are stories of life 
changes, big dreams, dramatic rescues, and 
journeys to far-away places. Those adventure 
stories are even better when they’re true 
stories!  
In this 4-week series, we’ll follow the true story 
of the early church. Kids will imagine they are 
explorers and adventurers as they hear the 
stories of Saul’s conversion, Peter and 
Cornelius, Peter’s escape from prison, and Paul 
and Barnabas’ missionary travels. By the end of 
this series, kids will learn and remember that 
Jesus changes lives, Jesus loves everyone, Jesus 
gives us freedom, and Jesus helps us share His 
story. 

Staying Connected  
Our pre-recorded Children's 

Message is available online every 
Sunday! 
The Youth ZOOM Hangout is still 
happening EVERY SUNDAY at 
11am (same link every week). Join 
us as we gather virtually for a 
check-in, games, goofy prizes and 
cute pictures of goats, cats and 
dogs!! 

In a time of uncertainty our teachers and staff 
continue to find ways to connect with their 
students and their families. Most of the NMP 
teachers host weekly Zoom calls where they 
read stories, hold ‘share’ days and much more. 
Our Facebook page is home to daily posts that 
are engaging and interactive for any visitor to 
the page. Check out our Facebook page to see 
some of the daily enrichments being shared. 
You may find some of the activities suitable for 
your family or even yourself!  

Love One Another 
As we continue to serve our students, our 
minds are never far from those who are in 
need. As an outreach to our community, the 
NMP staff has recently provided lunch for 
Newark Empowerment Center clients. We aim 
to find more ways for us to give back to the 
residents of our community.  

The Quest Continues for a New Director 
After seventeen years with NMP, Tammy 
Sharp will be vacating her position as Director 
this coming June. While Tammy leaves big 
shoes to fill, we are hopeful to find someone as 
kind and faithful to run the preschool. Please 
visit the Newark Methodist Preschool or 
Newark United Methodist Church websites to 
view the roles and responsibilities of the NMP 
director. Interested applicants may submit their 
resume to: 

Bud Read - SPRC Chair Newark UMC 
69 E. Main St.  
Newark, De 19711 
or via email to:bread114@aol.com  

 
2020/2021 Registration 

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is 
currently underway and opportunities are still 
available for children ages 2-Pre-K. Contact the 
Preschool office for details. 

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754;tsharp@newark-umc.org 
Newark UMC 69 East Main St. 

mailto:bread114@aol.com
mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Stay tuned for Church Picnic news—
we should know more next month! 

The Congregation in Action team hopes 
that we can all gather at noon on Sunday, 
June 14 at the county park on Paper Mill 
Road, but so much is unknown and still 
up in the air! We will try to reschedule 
for later in the summer or early fall if 
social distancing is still recommended in 
June. Stay tuned!   

In the meantime, build a loving 
community with one another through 
cards, emails, phone calls, and Zoom. If 
you have ideas about how to build 
community or show others that you care 
about them, please send short 
descriptions or photos to Jo Anne Deshon 
(deshonj@udel.edu) or Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com). 

Congregation in Action 

With precautions in place to keep NUMC 
safe from COVID-19, it was decided that 
we were no longer to lend our smiles at the 
Welcome Center (WC) desk. Instead of 
coordinating the WC volunteers, Kathy 
Werrell was asked if we could instead 
coordinate providing mid-day meals for 
the Newark Empowerment Center (NEC), 
which serves 30 clients (predominantly 
homeless) every Monday through Friday.  

Each week, we talk with NEC personnel to 
plan the coming week. They have been 
blessed with a guarantee of 30 meals each 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
(tapping other friends plus The Well (in 
Hockessin) and Twist’d Tomato (in Pike 
Creek). That leaves Mondays and Fridays 
when NUMC is providing meals.  

The response has been wonderful! Some 
have provided casseroles or pasta salads 
(that include lots of vegetables plus a 
protein), while others have contributed 

K-2 Sunday School class friends were quite 
happy (and thankful) to make Go-bags for 
the Newark Empowerment Center!  

funds that we are using to buy grab-and-go 
meals from area businesses who are happy 
for the business and willing to give us special 
pricing. So far, these include Grain, Roots, 
and Brookside Country Maid Deli. 

If you would like to provide a one-pot meal 
that can easily be scooped into containers for 
distribution, some bags of oranges, maybe 
even individually wrapped snacks, please 
contact Kathy Werrell (302/239-4646; 
kcwerrell@gmail.com). OR if you can make a 
special contribution for us to purchase grab-
and-go meals: send your check payable to 
NUMC and designated CIA-NEC, or do 
likewise online at http://newark-umc.org/
wp/online-giving/.  

THANK YOU SO MUCH (and please thank 
the above businesses if/when you are able to 
patronize them yourself)! Stay tuned for 
updates... 

NUMC & NEC: What a Great Team! 

On behalf of Friendship House, I'd like to 
thank you [NUMC] for your loving 
support. Thank you for your food 
donations to the Newark Empowerment 
Center. These donations mean so much to 
us, now, more than ever! Thank you! 

Kristen Reisor, Volunteer & 
Communications Coordinator 

mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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While We’re At Home… 
Online Resources for the NUMC Family 

 
Devotional Resources 

Biblegateway.com: Many, many different translations of the Bible. Allows you to search for 
particular verses/sets of verses. 

UMC Tools for Your Spiritual Journey: A variety of devotions (including the Upper Room), 
podcasts, reflections, inspirations, and life tips. 

Communication 
Zoom and Google Hangouts Chat allow you to meet with others virtually (NUMC is using 
Zoom for church-related meetings). 

NUMC Facebook page: Posts videos of our Sunday morning 9:30am services and shares 
photos/notes. 

NUMC on YouTube: Another way to pull up our streamed Sunday morning services. 

History of the Bunting Library 

The Bunting Library is named for the      
Rev. Dr. John Bunting, who served here at 
NUMC from 1950 to 1962. During his 
tenure, the growing congregation realized 
the need for an education extension to the 
existing building. Dr. Bunting saw the need 
for a library to be included in the plans. 

Dr. Bunting died in 1962. The new education 
building was added in the mid-1960s, and 
later, the Library was dedicated in his 
memory. Mrs. Marietta Garrett began as 
Librarian in 1967 and served faithfully until 
her retirement in August, 2014. Jan Pochan 
consented to take over the duties of the 
library and continues to serve as chair of the 
Library Board.  

The Rev. Dr. Cliff Armour, Senior Pastor 
from July 1985 to the end of 2000, promoted 

the creation of an Advisory Board and a 
budget provision for the Library. Board 
members and volunteers help with our many 
tasks: book check-out and return, publicity, 
table and hall showcase displays, bulletin 
boards, shelving, purchasing and computer 
records. They also help with special projects 
throughout the year, such as the popular 
Used Book Event each Spring. As the Library 
was removed from the church budget some 
years ago, donations from this event and the 
generous bequest received from the estate of 
Marietta Garrett in 2016 allow the Library to 
continue to serve the NUMC congregation 
and preschool. 

The Library also sponsors the fun Recent 

Reads Book Group, which—when we are not 
confined to our homes—meets in the Library 
on the second Monday of each month at 1pm. 

You are encouraged to be a part of NUMC's reading congregation— 
join us in the Bunting Library when we re-open! 

RECENT READS BOOK GROUP 

Unfortunately, we will not be meeting in May. 

BUT...We’ll let you know when we will meet 
for book chats, fellowship, and refreshments! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.umc.org/en/ways-we-grow/tools-for-your-spiritual-journey
https://zoom.us/ent?zcid=3172
https://gsuite.google.com/products/chat/
https://www.facebook.com/newarkumc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk3DsDY0cB6Yyd2XyQMarfA
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Disciples Tree 

Covid-19 in Springtime:  
Exploring New Growth 

We’ve all been jolted by the worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic. In case you 
haven’t noticed, our church staff and 
volunteers have been doing a masterful 
job of trying new things online in order 
to maintain community, including 
opportunities for prayer, biblical 
reflection, fellowship, and worship. 

Life, as we once knew it (pre-pandemic), 
may very well have changed forever in 
some ways, as was the case after 9/11. 
These abrupt changes offer a period of 
refocusing, particularly in terms of how 
we can continue to grow into the 
likeness of Jesus—to become better, 
more authentic disciples of the one we 
call “our Lord”—under new and strikingly unfamiliar circumstances, as well as 
being able to move forward without fear. 

Corresponding at least monthly with a seasoned discipleship coach—a Class 
Leader who will train, remind, encourage, and engage you in the basics of 

discipleship—may very well be the thing that works for you. 

If you’re interested in this model, which we call Disciples TREE (more info), 
contact a member of the church’s Discipleship Leadership team. You’ll be paired 
with a Class Leader who will contact and begin working with you. The goal is for 
you to fully live out your baptismal vows and become “a true disciple who walks 
in the way that leads to life.” 

Team members: 
Mark Deshon - deshon@udel.edu 
Lys Murray - lysbetj@gmail.com 

Lloyd Massey - lloydmassey7066@gmail.com 
Justin Pepper - jwpepper14@gmail.com 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/disciples-tree/
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
mailto:lysbetj@gmail.com
mailto:lloydmassey7066@gmail.com
mailto:jwpepper14@gmail.com
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Christ is Risen— 
He is Risen Indeed! 

Palm Sunday at 
home 

(Photos:  
Carol Reynolds) 
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Hello Friends, 

It has been a crazy semester here at the University of Delaware for the Wesley Foundation! 
Because of the situation with the coronavirus and the quarantine, we have decided to forgo our 
annual mailed quarterly letter and instead reach out in a social distancing-approved manner. 

I hope that you all are well and weathering these unusual days well with family close by. We have 
had to change up our programming significantly in light of the challenges that we face with UD 
closing down campus. We were very saddened to have to cancel our Spring Break Mission trip for 
this year. However, on the bright side, we now have next year’s mission trip planned and ready to 
go! Since we are planning to keep our location the same, this will give us a big head start on 
getting word out and advertising our trip to the UD campus community. 

While we cannot physically be together, it has not stopped the Wesley Foundation ministry from 
moving forward. Thanks to the wonders of modern technology, we are meeting on a regular basis. 
We have a small group that meets on Mondays, our Bible Study continues on Thursdays (and just 
wrapped up our time in Romans!), and we are having bi-weekly game nights.  All of these things, 
plus online office hours, are continuing to happen through Zoom, GroupMe, and texts. It has been 
a blessing to continue to offer all these opportunities to our amazing students as they navigate 
college life in a way that is foreign to them. Although the means might change, we are committed 
to offering stability to our members in a time of change, uncertainty, and loneliness. 

And as always, our work is able to continue because of the support of our alumni and friends. 
However, times are different, and we need to acknowledge that. With so many facing financial 
uncertainty and with jobs at risk, we are aware that some of you cannot afford to financially 
support our ministry at this time. If you find yourself in that situation, please know that we 
understand the struggles you are facing, and we will not ask for you to give financial support to 
us in this cycle. You can still be of invaluable support to us through your prayers, through 
responsible social distancing so that we can all get through this more quickly, and through 
passing this on to those that might not receive it digitally. 

If you are in a position of relative comfort and can support us financially, then I would encourage 
you to visit the link below, where you can give online in place of the physical mailing that we 
have decided to skip this quarter. Some of us have been blessed with job security and have found 
that the stimulus money from the government is not needed to maintain our secure living 
conditions. If you are one of those and are seeking a way to help ministries during this time, we 
would ask that you consider continuing to support the Wesley Foundation in this format.  
https://udelwesley.nationbuilder.com/give  

Thank you to each of you for being a part of this community. I value you and all that you bring to 
the tapestry that is the Wesley Foundation. I pray that the Lord blesses you with everything that 
you need during these stressful times. 

By God’s Grace, 

Rev. Ward Mesick 

https://udelwesley.nationbuilder.com/give
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From our Finance Team 

Given the disruptions associated with the current 
virus, we suggest that you maintain your regular 
giving by donating online.  Please review the 
NUMC website under “Donate” for directions on 
making single gifts or to set up automatic 
payments from your account. As an alternative, 
feel free to mail your weekly envelope/check to 
the Church office at Newark UMC  69 E. Main 
St,  Newark, DE  19711. 

We understand that, for many of our members, 
this is a time of financial uncertainty. Feel free 
to make any adjustments that you believe are 
necessary. 

Altar Guild 
Feeling called to contribute? Help us 

prepare for worship! 

The Altar Guild works in teams of two on 
Saturdays to prepare the altar and sanctuary 
for Sunday worship. The tasks are easy and 
usually only take an hour or so to complete.   

At present, the same few people are 
managing these preparations. We would like 
to add more folks to the Guild to allow for 
less frequency of turns in the schedule.  

Please consider joining us in this valuable 
service to your church family: see how an 
hour of your time can make a difference! 
Call the church office for more information 
(302/368-8774).  

The team will be back on duty when in-person 
Sunday services resume. Help us start things off 
right! 

https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=9e4df4b909&e=92560c3cdf
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 4pm on May 21 (the 
Welcome Center is open from 1 to 
4pm that afternoon). 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

From Phyllis Muyskens: 

We all know what an amazing 
man Don was. But you, too, are 
an amazing church family. 

You are, and continue to be, my 
anchor to hold onto. All of the 
Muyskens family praises God 
for each of you, and we thank 
you for your loving support, 
cards and offers of help in so 
many ways. 

You are my comfort. God is my 
Savior. 

Phyllis and family 

Congregational Care 

After many years of dedicated service to our 
congregation as the Funeral Reception 

Chair, Ruth Oatman has let me know that 
she will soon be retiring from that role. We 
wish to thank Ruth for the hundreds of 
receptions that she has organized over the 
years. We now need someone to lead in 
Ruth’s footsteps.  

This will not be as hard to take on as it may 
seem, as Ruth will be available for questions 
and support, and has provided a written list 
of things to do. She also has developed a 
wonderful volunteer base.   

Please prayerfully consider taking on this 
volunteer role and contact Rich Lapointe 
(302/292-0539) to express your interest.  

And as always, please contact us to notify us 
of your family visitation needs.   

Thanks--Rich  



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

June/July Parish Notes deadline: 5/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Pray We Don’t Go Back to Normal  

• I pray that the next time a friend grabs me and pulls me in for a hug, I actually take the time to 
appreciate the gift of their embrace. 
I pray that when school resumes and people are dropping kids off, they take the time to thank the 
staff for the amazing gift that they give to our community. 
I pray that the next time I’m sitting in a crowded restaurant I take the time to look around at the 
smiling faces, loud voices and thank God for the gift of community. 
I pray that the next time I’m standing in church listening to the voices of praise and worship that I 
take a moment to thank God for the gift of congregation. 

• I pray that the next time I see a person or situation that needs prayer, I hope I pray as passionately 
and fervently as I have these past few weeks. 
I pray that when I am at the grocery store that I take a moment to thank God that He provides us 
with the necessities of life and the amazing people who work so hard to keep us supplied. 
I pray that I never again take for granted the ability to hop in the car and visit a friend, go to the 
mall, go to a gathering, etc. 

• So, truth is, I don’t want things to return to the way they once were. I pray that we take the lessons 
and challenges of the past few weeks and create a new normal. 

• My goal is to pray more, love harder and truly appreciate the daily abundance of blessings that were 
so easily overlooked just a mere few weeks ago. 

Be Blessed Today! 

-Author unknown; shared by Betty Harris  

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

