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Taizé returns in March! 

On Wednesdays throughout Lent, join us for a 
simple meal followed by a Taizé service—stay 
tuned for more information. Particularly if you 
have not experienced this restoring worship 
experience, we hope that you will join us as we 
listen for God in this simple observance of 
peace in the midst of our hectic lives. 

Worship at Newark UMC 

The Altar Guild Needs...You? 

Feeling called to contribute? Help us prepare for worship! 

The Altar Guild works in teams of two on Saturdays to prepare the 
altar and sanctuary for Sunday worship. The tasks are easy and 
usually only take an hour or so to complete.   

At present, the same few people are managing these preparations. 
We would like to add more folks to the Guild to allow for less 
frequency of turns in the schedule.  

Please consider joining us in this valuable service to your church 
family: see how an hour of your time can make a difference! Call 
the church office for more information (302/368-8774).  

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

February 26: 3pm & 7pm in 
the Sanctuary 

Please join us on Ash Wednesday 
as we prepare ourselves to observe 
the Lenten season through worship, 
Communion, and the imposition of 
ashes in this ancient and powerful 
observance. The Chancel Choir and 
Choristers will be singing at the 
7pm service.   



302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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Lay Leaders:  
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Interim Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Mary Catherine Miller ext. 214 
 
Interim Organist 
Paul Fleckenstein    

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Tammy Sharp, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

From Pastor Mary— 

Renowned author and priest Henri Nouwen used a wagon 
wheel to represent our relationship with God and one 
another.1 God is identified as the hub of the wheel and our 
lives are represented by the spokes. The point of the 
metaphor is to illustrate that “the closer we come to God—
the hub of our life—the closer we come to each other, even 
when we travel along very different paths (spokes).”2 

Nouwen learned through his experience of living in full-
time Christian community with others that people of very 
different backgrounds and ideas could live in peace with 
one another because of their common “attraction toward 
God.”3 

“When we keep our minds and hearts directed toward 
God,” wrote Nouwen, “we will come more fully together” 
in Christian community. My hope for my time here at 
Newark United Methodist Church (NUMC) is that we 
might do just that, that is, keep ourselves focused upon 
drawing nearer first and foremost to the One “in whom 
we live and move and have our being,”4 our Hub. When 
we do so, when we seek God and God’s grace, our 
thoughts and words become more gracious. Our ability to 
listen grows. Our compassion for one another grows. Our 
ability to bear with one another in love expands. Our 
hearts begin to beat as one with God. When our hearts are 
beating as one with our Creator God, in Christ, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, the saving mission of God 
and the Kin_dom of God are advanced. At such times 
there is much joy to be experienced! 

I would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to say 
thank-you to all who have played a part in welcoming me 
and helping me settle in here at NUMC. Your prayers, 
your making time for my questions, your words of 
welcome, and your willingness to go out of your way have 
been terrific and are much appreciated. Even though I am 
at Newark UMC for a short season, I am looking forward 
to what God will do to grow us as disciples of Jesus and as 
participants in God’s mission of love in the world. May we 
have hearts that seek to draw ever closer to the One who is 
the Hub. 

Your Sibling in Christ, 

Mary Catherine Miller  

 
1
Henri J.M. Nouwen, “God is the Hub” in my 

Sister, my Brother: Life Together in Christ, 
a compilation from the Word Among Us Press: 
Ijamsville, Maryland, 2005, 8. 
2
Ibid. 

3
Ibid. 

4
Acts 17:28 (NRSV). 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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To the NUMC church family, 

Thank you so much for all of your 

participation in Mom's service. We really 

appreciate all of the efforts that went into 

the logistics of that day—especially setting 

up the live-streaming so all mom's friends 

could participate.   

It was an amazing celebration—

Mom would have been very happy! 

Thanks— 

Jen, Pat, Ann and Jonah 

The Brandywine Brass—featuring NUMC members John Bland 
(tuba) and Amy Bland (horn)—returns to our George Kirk Concert 
Series! 

They will be presenting the world premiere of A Sea Suite, 
commissioned by NUMC member John Bland (tuba) and the 
ensemble. Composer Dorothy Gates is Composer in Residence with 
the NY Salvation Army Staff Band and will be in the audience.  

Guest organist Jackson Borges is Organist/Director of Music for 
the Episcopal Parish of All Saints’ Church & St. George’s Chapel in 
Rehoboth Beach and Harbeson, DE. 

A free-will offering will be taken (suggested donation: $20), and a 
reception will follow in Heritage Hall. 
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The adult class “Trying Christians,” which meets at 11am on Sunday mornings in the 
Memorial Lounge, invites you to participate with us—particularly this month—as we’ll be 
discussing timely topics of relevance for our church. 

On Feb. 2, Roland Roth will bring us “More Non-Biblical Wisdom,” a sequel to a previous 
class.  

On Feb. 9, Bill Boyd will lead a discussion, using a resource called “FaithLink,” around a 
current-events topic and explore its spiritual dimensions. 

The final two Sundays, Feb. 16 and 23, are meant to be a two-part exploration of how the 
church will have to pivot in order to engage young people and ensure its future. Our Wesley 
Foundation students will be joining us for both sessions, because it is important to listen to 
them tell us what they are experiencing and observing among their peers in relation to 
spiritual matters. These two sessions will be led by Regina Roth and Mark Deshon. 

Hello Friends! 

Sunday School is diving in and 
learning all about Jesus! I can't think of 
anything more perfect than to learn 
about how Jesus loved in the month of 
February.  

However, there may or may not be 
some odd, unbelievable and not normal 
(but totally fun!) games and object 
lessons going on. Our themes have 
centered around Jesus's ministry and 
how he lived a life that was not 
normal and his miracles may 
seem unbelievable, but they were very 
real ways he showed us his power and 
his heart. 

 

A few reminders: 

Confirmation Class. There are two 
more class dates that need to have 
lunch provided—we hope that you will 
step in! Please email me if you are able 
(sshultz@newark-umc.org). 

Sunday School. We are in need of 
Command strip tape and healthy kid-
friendly snacks and drinks. 

Thank you for all you do to support 
this ministry! 

With Love, 

Sara 

Come Join Us! 

mailto:sshultz@newark-umc.org
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THANK YOU to everyone who supported the annual 
Wesley Super Bowl Sub Sale! 
 
Brunch Angels  
If you would like to sponsor brunch for the Wesley 
students one Sunday, please sign up on the board outside 
of the Wesley Lounge.  

NMP rang in the New Year with a Snowball Dance on Friday, 
January 10. Families of the NMP and NUMC had a great time 
dancing and enjoying one another’s company. The event was 
catered by the Chick-Fil-A in Bear, and our photographer was 
Parker Slaton. The dance was an extension of the year-long 
activities and events held to celebrate the 50-year anniversary 
of the Preschool. Be sure to stay connected for additional ways 
you can join in on celebrating this exciting milestone. 

Mark your calendars: You are invited! 
NMP Upcoming 50th Anniversary Events and 
Fundraisers  

Friendly’s Fundraiser: Tuesday, 2/25, 5-9pm 
Annual Book Fair and Social: 4/2  
50 Year Anniversary Gala: 5/1 @ Courtyard 

Marriott of Newark 

Registration for the 2020 school year is 
currently underway. NMP hosted 
Open Houses in January that were 
attended by many prospective families. 
And while we have received several 
applications, space is still available.   

If you know anyone who may be 

interested in the preschool or its 

programs, please contact the preschool 

office for details (302-368-1754; 

tsharp@newark-umc.org).  

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org
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Outreach 

Warm Underwear and Socks Collection 

Collection continues for all sizes of new, 
warm underwear and socks for men, women 
and children throughout the winter. Bring 
your items to the church office—look for the 
RED BOX labeled OUTREACH! 

Thank you for bringing warmth to those who 
need it this winter! 

 

Go-Bags 

OUTREACH is requesting the following 
items by February 2 for our winter GO-BAG 
project. Please bring donations to the church 
office, labeled for OUTREACH.   

• Microwaveable protein meals with flip-
top lids 

• Boxed (real) fruit juice 
• Breakfast cereal bars 
• Fruit cups 
• Packaged crackers (peanut butter or 

cheese-filled) 
• Desserts (cookies or single-serve pudding) 
• Most needed: microwaveable protein 

meals (such as Chef Boy-ar-dee pasta/
meat meals) 

Thank you so much for helping with this 
important mission! 

Congregation in Action 

Don't miss the fun of bringing people together through CIA events...like the 
Silent Auction and Coffee House (setup photos below)!  

Stay tuned for next month's report on the results of the January 25 events, and 
watch for more to come!   

GET INVOLVED with CONGREGATION IN ACTION!    
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Recent Reads Book Group: 

Mon. Feb. 10, 1-2pm  

in Bunting Library 

Join us as we share with each other the books each 
has recently read. 

We enjoy fellowship and conversation with like-
minded  

folks who love to read and share what they have 
enjoyed. 

We share in refreshments, too! 

February is a short month chock-full of 
days to celebrate: Groundhog Day, two 
presidents' birthdays, Valentine's Day, 
Black History Month, National Heart 
Month—and days to enjoy winter 
activities when there is snow and ice: 
sledding, skiing, ice skating…not to 
mention staying inside cuddling up in 
warmth with a good book, a mug of hot 
chocolate, or a comforting hot cup of tea. 

And we know just the place to find a good 
book to spend time with on that blustery, 
cold day when you just want to stay inside 
and enjoy doing something restful. 
Reading is something you can do alone or 
with another person. For that matter, your 
whole family can enjoy reading time 
together!  

Bunting Library News 

Bunting Library has books galore—fiction 
and non-fiction for all ages. There are lots 
of seasonal books for children displayed 
on the children's table. Let children choose 
books that pique their interest and give 
them something useful to do with their 
quiet time inside when wintry weather 
keeps them indoors. You can find books 
for yourself for the same reason! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you haven't explored your church library, 
plan to do so soon— 

you've been missing out on a good thing! 
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Disciples TREE 

 

Looking for something more, 
spiritually speaking? 

 

Do you want to be a more 
dependable follower of Jesus? 

 

Want to work with one who will 
help you achieve this? 

 

Then Disciples TREE may be for you! 

 

Solidly rooted in Wesleyan practice and Jesus’ teaching (John 15:1-5, 8), Disciples TREE is for 
those who are interested in entering into relationship with a discipleship coach, a Class 
Leader who will train, remind, encourage, and engage them in the basics of discipleship—a 
balance between works of piety and mercy that regularly involve acts of compassion, justice, 
worship, and devotion—under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

The goal?—Becoming a True Disciple...  

If you’d like to work one-on-one with a seasoned disciple at least monthly, contact a member 

of the church’s Discipleship Leadership team (Mark Deshon [deshon@udel.edu]; Lys 
Murray [lysbetj@gmail.com]; Lloyd Massey [lloydmassey7066@gmail.com]; or Justin Pepper 
[jwpepper14@gmail.com]). You’ll be paired with a Class Leader who will contact and begin 
working with you. The goal is for you to fully live out your baptismal vows and become “a 
true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life.” 

mailto:lysbetj@gmail.com
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Newark United Methodist Women say 
Thank You!!! 

We have sold pecans and Christmas 
cookies to raise funds for our missions. You 
have responded in such a generous way 
that we were able to sell all our bags of 
pecans and all 50 of our Christmas cookie 
containers!!!   

We hope that you enjoyed them. You can 
feel great that you have helped women, 
children, and youth programs. We could 
not do this every year without our 
generous, caring congregation.  Thank you! 

Soup and Muffin Sale February 16! 

The United Methodist Women will sponsor 
one more fundraiser to help us continue 
our support for women, children, and 
youth programs locally, nationally, and 
globally. On February 16, we will be selling 
quart jars of Tuscan Vegetable soup, along 
with muffins and assorted baked goods.  

Look for us in Cokesbury Lobby and the 
Welcome Center between services. You can 
have lunch all ready to go when you get 
home, and know that you are helping 
women, children and youth. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Pastor Mary’s Availability 

Church:  302/368-8774, x214 
Cell:    410/476-7569  
Email- newarkpastor@gmail.com 
(preferred way of contact for non-pastoral 
care concerns) 
 
Office Hours— 

Wednesday 10-2 (Please call ahead) 
Other days and times by appointment 

mailto:newarkpastor@gmail.com
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Retirement Workshop 
 February 2, 12:30pm 

If you are retired or thinking about retiring in the near 
future, plan to attend our workshop and discussion on the 
financial considerations YOU NEED TO KNOW about 
retirement. The workshop will be held at NUMC on 
Sunday, February 2 at 12:30pm. 

Harvey Maclary, Morgan Stanley Senior Vice President and Financial Advisor, 
will lead the workshop. Our informal discussion will include these topics: 

• Estate Planning 101 
• Transition into retirement 
• Asset protection and trust strategies 
• Legacy planning 
• Lifestyle/longevity planning 
• Things your spouse and family need to know about you 
• Lots of helpful tips that will surprise you—simple things to do that make 

sense! 

Please plan to attend. Bring a family member or friend! If you are planning to 
come, please notify Rob Cappiello in the church office (rappiello@newark-
umc.org), so we can have enough handouts for everyone attending. 

Supporting our Own on February 9 

Being called to serve the Lord is a wonderful privilege. As United 
Methodists, many of us do that by volunteering time in the church in 
numerous ways: serving in various ministry areas, being a monitor at 
the Welcome Center, working in the office, helping those in need, and 
the list goes on. 

 For others, that calling may mean making the huge step to prepare 
for the ministry whether as an elder, local pastor or deacon. Those 
who choose to take this step are making a huge commitment of both 
time and finances to complete their education. At Newark UMC, we 
are pleased that two of our own are currently in this process: Kevin 

Smith and Chelsea Spyres. 

On Sunday, February 9, there will be a special envelope in the 
bulletin. If you would like to help support Kevin and Chelsea in their 
studies, we encourage you to contribute. All funds will go toward the 
cost of tuition at their seminaries.  

Thanks for considering this request to support Kevin and Chelsea. 

-Your SPRC Team 

mailto:rappiello@newark-umc.org
mailto:rappiello@newark-umc.org
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Visitation Team 

Know someone who needs a 
connection? 

One of Congregational Care’s key 
ministries is our visits to those who 
are unable to physically be with their 
church family at Newark UMC.  

Our records for visitation are only as 
good as the notification we receive 
from you about those loved ones who 
need our help and visits.   

If you know of someone who is 
hospitalized, homebound or in an 
assisted living/health care facility 
who would like visitation, please 
notify Rich Lapointe (302/292-0539; 
rlapointe0539@gmail.com). 

 

Want to join the visitation team? 

We could use more volunteers for 
homebound/assisted living visitation, 
especially men. Just contact Rich 
Lapointe (above). 

Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Thursday, January 
February 20. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Stephen Ministry 

Do you or a loved one need 
someone to walk alongside you? 

Stephen Ministry is a one-to-one lay 
caring ministry. Our lay caregivers are 
trained to provide high-quality, 
confidential, Christ-centered care to 
people who are experiencing a 
difficult time in life, such as grief, 
divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal 
illness, relocation, or separation due to 
military deployment. 

NUMC’s Stephen Ministers come from 
all walks of life. Our commonality? A 
passion for bringing Christ’s love and 
care to people during a time of need. 

If you would like to learn more, or if 
you would like to arrange for a 
Stephen Minister for yourself/make a 
referral, contact Kathy Werrell 
(302/239-4646; kcwerrell@gmail.com). 

 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

March Parish Notes deadline: 2/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Our Welcome Statement 
Newark United Methodist Church is a congregation with 
open minds, open hearts, and open arms. We welcome 
and affirm you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
regardless of your race, ethnicity, age, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, social or economic status, physical and 
mental ability, or religious affiliation. We are all God's 
beloved children. 

Newark United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

