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 CHRISTMAS EVE 

at 

Newark United Methodist Church 

 

JOIN US IN THE CELEBRATION! 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

 

4:00pm:    Family Service 

with Carol Choir, Choristers & Organ 

 

7:00pm:    SonSpirit Service 

with SonSpirit Band 

 

9:00pm:    Service of Lessons & Carols 

with Chancel Choir, Organ & Brass 

 

11:00pm:  Service of Lessons & Carols 

Communion, with Organ & Brass 



302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell Lisa Gensel ,Pamela White 

 
 
 

 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Christina Blake  ext. 214 
 
Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
TBA    ext. 220 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
Newark Methodist Preschool  302/368-1754 
Tammy Sharp, Director 
Debbie Knight, Admin. Asst. 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

Children's books for a wintry day are the focus in this 
newsletter! While books will remain displayed during 
December for Advent and Christmas, we look forward to 
books for the season of winter in the new year. We have 
some new books and some old favorites, too, that children 
will certainly enjoy. 

Here are a few to sample: 

Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter! by Kenard Pak. A brother 
and sister explore nature, seeing all the signs of the coming 
season of winter. Lovely illustrations take the reader from 
the colors of falling leaves in autumn to the white 
landscape of winter snow. A delightful read to share with 
your child. 

Sleep, Big Bear, Sleep! by Maureen Wright/illus. Will 
Hillenbrand. Big Bear is not paying attention to Old Man 
Winter that it's time to sleep. In this story told in rhyme, 
see how Old Man Winter gets Big Bear to finally go to 
sleep for the winter. 

If It's Snowy and You Know It, Clap Your Paws! by Kim 
Norman/illus. Liza Woodruff. On a wintry day, some 
animal pals have loads of frosty fun slipping, sliding and 
tumbling in the snow. What else can you do with the 
snow? 

The Iciest, Diciest, Scariest Sled Ride Ever! by Rebecca 
Rule/illus. Jennifer Thermes. On a cold, icy winter day, 
seven children set out on a sledding adventure that soars 
to epic proportions! Wry humor and vivid, colorful 
illustrations make this joyous winter action adventure 
perfect for story times or one-on-one reading. 

The Wild Toboggan Ride by Suzan Reid/illus. Eugenie 
Fernandes. Nicki begins the ride on her toboggan at the 
top of the hill with a push by her Grandpa Dan. How in 
the world does the toboggan arrive at the bottom of the hill 
with Nicki plus six other people??? A hilarious tale with 
delightful illustrations tells the answer! 

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening by Robert Frost/
illus. Susan Jeffers. This book is new to our children's 
collection. Exquisite illustrations accompany the lines of 
Frost's famous poem so that even young children can 
become familiar with this treasured piece of literature.   

VISIT AND USE YOUR LIBRARY! 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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The First State Ringers have a busy holiday coming up! There are many opportunities to 
enjoy their beautiful music. Check out their schedule below and find more information 
about The First State Ringers on their website:  firststateringers.org. 

• Tuesday, 12/3, 7:30pm: Brandywine Hundred Library (1300 Foulk Rd, Wilmington) 
• Friday, 12/6, 7pm: Kingswood United Methodist Church (300 Marrows Rd, Newark) 
• Saturday, 12/7, 11am, 12pm:  Christmas In Odessa (Old St. Paul’s Church, Odessa)* 
• Sunday, 12/8, 2pm: Bear Library (101 Governor’s Place, Bear) 
• Tuesday, 12/10, 7pm: Cecil County Elkton Library (301 Newark Ave, Elkton) 
• Friday, 12/13, 7pm: Newark Free Library (750 Library Ave, Newark)  
• Saturday, 12/14, 1pm: Newark Free Library (750 Library Ave, Newark) 
• Tuesday, 12/17, 7pm: Kirkwood Library (6000 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington) 
• Sunday, 12/22, 2pm: Hockessin Library (1023 Valley Rd., Hockessin) 
 
*not handicapped accessible   

First State Ringers Holiday Schedule 

Remembering  
Betsy Kent 

November 16, 2019 

Photo credits: Linda Russell 

https://newark-umc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=738392ea885cde8729b3d6c44&id=6f4878fa30&e=92560c3cdf
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Hello Friends! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

The holiday season is here and we have a lot planned. Christian Ed 
will be celebrating the birth of Jesus with our theme lesson series 
Follow the Star. 

In December and leading up to Christmas Eve, Sunday School and 
Youth will be preparing for the children's service. We are in need of 
volunteers to help coordinate the skit on Christmas Eve, so please 
let me know if you are interested. 

Additionally, our Youth will be providing Family Advent activity calendars to help you get 
ready for the coming of our King. These will be available on December 1. 

In January, we will be diving into Christ's early life in a series called Not Normal. We will 
discover how Jesus sets the example for how to live…and sometimes, it’s "not normal". 

So, friends, as you go into the new year I'd like you to pray about becoming a Sunday School 
small group leader. Sometimes being in children's ministry can feel " not normal". It may seem 
scary or time-consuming. But I encourage you to talk to the current leaders and ask them about 
their experience. In order to grow this ministry, we need more people willing to grow 
alongside these wonderful children.  

Peace be with you, 

Sara 

Newark Methodist Preschool families, 
children and staff have had much to offer the 
community during the holiday season. With 
generous hearts and hands we were able to 
make this holiday season more enjoyable for 
those less fortunate. Gifts were given to boys 
and girls by way of Angel Tree. A holiday 
food drive was hosted for the Newark Area 
Welfare Committee (NAWC). And preschool 
children created handmade ornaments that 
adorned a tree showcased in the Festival of 
Trees to support Delaware Hospice.  

Winter Bazaar Vendor & Craft Fair On 11/30,  

the doors of NUMC were open to the public to 
shop and peruse the talents of various local 
crafters and vendors at our third annual 
Winter Bazaar.  New this year was a visit from 
Santa. Many took advantage of the chance to 
sit with the big guy and snap a photo. We look 
forward to next year’s event where we hope to 

encourage every crafter, vendor and baker to 
come out and showcase their talents.. 

 

2020 Registration/Open House As we look 
ahead to the new year we will begin inviting 
prospective families and students to attend 
our January open houses. These will be held 
on Tuesday, 1/14 (6:30pm-8pm) and 
Wednesday, 1/15 (10am–11:30am).  

Please feel free to communicate the open 
house information to friends and family 
looking for preschool opportunities for 
children ages 2-Pre-K.  

Pre-Registration for current/alumni preschool 
families and church members will be 1/27-
2/3/2020.  

Community registration begins 2/3/2020.   
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New Bible Study Beginning January 2020! 

Join us! We will be offering two consecutive short-term (8 weeks each) Disciple Bible 
Studies: Old Testament and New Testament: 

Invitation to the Old Testament: 1/7-2/25 
Invitation to the New Testament: 4/14-6/2 

Tuesday mornings 10-11:30am 
Led by Diane Ferry, Claire Priester, and Eileen Sexton 

All are welcome – those with previous Bible study experience and those without.  

These studies are developed on the model of DISCIPLE Bible study. DISCIPLE is a 
family of Bible study resources based on the general assumption that people are 
hungry for God’s Word, for fellowship in prayer and study, and for biblically 
informed guidance in ministry. Each study 1) presents the Bible as the primary text, 
2) calls for daily preparation on the part of students, 3) features a weekly meeting 
based on small-group discussion, 4) includes a video component for making available 
the insights of biblical scholars to set the Scriptures in context, and 5) has as one of its 
goals the enhancement of Christian discipleship. 

Please talk with Diane (ferryd9044@gmail.com), Claire (clpriester63@gmail.com), or 
Eileen (eileenmichael75@gmail.com) for more detail and to indicate your intention to 
attend the first study, Invitation to the Old Testament, which begins January 7. Please 
let us know by December 20 so that we have time to purchase books for everyone. 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Wesley Bake Sale! 

Save the Date! 

The Annual Wesley Foundation Super Bowl Sub Sale will be 
Sunday, January 2. 

Brunch Angels 

Wesley Brunch Angels will start back up on Sunday, February 16. If 
you would like to sponsor brunch for the Wesley students, please 
sign up on the board outside the Wesley Lounge. 
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Bishop Peggy Johnson would like to announce the appointment of the Rev. Christina 
(Tina) Blake as the District Superintendent for the Salisbury District of the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference effective January 1, 2019. She follows the Rev. Rob Townsend who 
will be the new Director of Connectional Ministries at the Conference Office effective 
January 1, 2020. 

She is a graduate of St. Mary’s College of Maryland with a B.A. 
in Human Development and received her M.A. in Counseling 
Psychology from Bowie State University. Rev.Tina answered 
her call to ministry at the 2000 Peninsula-Delaware Annual 
Conference. She enrolled in Wesley Theological Seminary in 
the fall of 2000 where Bishop Johnson served as one of her 
seminary professors. At that same time, she began an 
internship at Kent Island UMC and is thankful for the profound 
role they had in preparing her for ministry. Rev. Tina graduated 
from Wesley with a M.Div. (2004) and was ordained an elder in 
2007. She served the Church Hill-Price Charge, Church Hill, 
MD, Grace UMC in Cambridge, MD and Newark UMC, Newark, 
DE. 

 
God has blessed her with gifts of teaching and preaching with a huge heart for people. 
She believes it is important to meet people where they are at all times and in all places 
and to exemplify the love and grace of Christ in both word and deed. She accepts her new 
role as Superintendent in joyful obedience to God. 
 
In addition to serving the local churches, Rev. Tina has served on various district 
committees on ministry and superintendency. She has also served as Treasurer on the 
Board of Ordained Ministry, as pastoral advisor for Conference Council on Youth 
Ministries, and also on the worship committee for Conference Sessions. 
Married to Marty Pratt since 1987, they have two adult children and enjoy traveling, 
spending time with friends and appreciating God’s blessings. 
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There’s an opportune time to do things, a right time for everything on the earth: 

A right time for birth and another for death, 
A right time to plant and another to reap, 
A right time to kill and another to heal, 
A right time to destroy and another to construct, 
A right time to cry and another to laugh, 
A right time to lament and another to cheer, 
A right time to make love and another to abstain, 
A right time to embrace and another to part, 
A right time to search and another to count your losses, 
A right time to hold on and another to let go, 
A right time to rip out and another to mend, 
A right time to shut up and another to speak up, 
A right time to love and another to hate, 
A right time to wage war and another to make peace. 

But in the end, does it really make a difference what anyone does? I’ve had a good look at what God has given 
us to do—busywork, mostly. True, God made everything beautiful in itself and in its time—but he’s left us 
in the dark, so we can never know what God is up to, whether he’s coming or going. I’ve decided that there’s 
nothing better to do than go ahead and have a good time and get the most we can out of life. That’s it—eat, 
drink, and make the most of your job. It’s God’s gift. (Ephesians 3:1-13 The Message) 

To my dearest friends of Newark United Methodist Church 

I never imagined that I would be writing this letter to you.  

My appointment as District Superintendent to the Salisbury District 
came out of thin air. I never saw it coming.  My plans were always to 
retire from Newark United Methodist Church. But God has different 
plans for me and God has different plans for you. We may never know 
why my tenure here was so short, but we must trust that whatever God 
needed me to do here…I did, and whatever God needed you to do…you 
did. 

There is a time and season for everything in God’s plan. 

I trust God implicitly to lead us through this time of transition. 

I also trust that God’s plan for all of us is a good plan. 

I encourage you to trust God as God takes you into this new season. 

I am so grateful for all you have done for Marty and me during our time 
here. You welcomed us into your fold and loved us as if we were your 
own. We can never repay you for your kindness, your hospitality and 
your witness of Christ’s love. 

I owe the staff here my life. They are the best staff anyone could ever ask 
for. Please take care of them. Love them. Appreciate them. They give you 
the best of themselves. 

As I enter this new season of my life, I will take all of you with me in my 
heart to Salisbury, Maryland. 
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ESL—English as a Second Language 

English language classes have been 
offered here at NUMC since 2001. They 
are free and open for anyone wanting to 
learn to speak English. Rob Detwiler, who 
instructs these sessions on Monday 
afternoons, tells us that as of mid-
November, the afternoon classes this year 
alone have served 233 people from 18 
countries! 

Rob has recently extended an opportunity 
for those who might be interested and 
ready to become US citizens, and is now 
offering Citizenship Test Preparation help 
on Thursday afternoons. 

Classes on both Mondays and Thursdays 
are held in Memorial Lounge from 1:30-
3pm. 

THANKS from Outreach! 

The Outreach Team wants to thank the 
congregation for your generosity for the 
Angel Tree project this year. We were 
able to provide 43 angels with gifts and 
15 families with grocery gift cards. We 
also appreciated donations toward our 
shipping costs!  

Thank you again for allowing us to 
continue this special Christmas ministry 
of sharing God's love! 

Human Relations Day: Sunday, January 19 

Human Relations Day (the Sunday before the national observance of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday) strengthens United Methodist outreach to 
those on the margins of society struggling to survive. 

Donations toward this Special Giving Sunday are combined with donations 
from Methodists everywhere to continue United Methodist community 
outreach by nurturing at-risk youth, supporting communities’ self-
improvement efforts and advocating for the oppressed.   

Examples include: 
• An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local 

gang 
• A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas 
• An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration looking for 

work 

If you wish to give to Human Relations Day online, please visit NUMC’s 
Online Giving webpage (http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/) and 
enter Human Relations Day in Other Donations. Alternatively, you may use one 
of the special giving envelopes included in the bulletin on Sunday, 11/19 to 
give cash or a check: please put your envelope number on the special giving 
envelope and write Human Relations Day in the check memo line. 
Remember, 100% of your donation will go directly to Human Relations 
projects. 

Thank you for your special giving donations throughout the year!  God bless 
you. 

Outreach 

http://umcgiving.org/hrd
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/


9 

IN
 T

H
E

 L
IF

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 
Are YOU ready for NUMC’s Fourth Silent Auction and Coffeehouse?! 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 

Every two years, YOU have the opportunity 
to enjoy this special evening of fun and 
fellowship, while…  

• competitively bidding (in good fun!) on 
special goods and services donated by our 
church family and local establishments: 
Scott Rowe’s gorgeous wood crafts, Kathy 
Werrell’s cookies of the month (x 12 
months!), David Winter cottages, dishes, 
gift cards and so much more; 

• enjoying entertainment and desserts at 
our Coffee House during final bidding on 
auction items; 

• supporting the ministries of NUMC 
through auction proceeds. 

Please send a note (ASAP) to Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com) describing items YOU 
want to donate to the auction. Tutoring, 
baking, household repairs, babysitting... 
creatively use your God-given talents! 
Consider soliciting donations from your 
favorite businesses (restaurants, jewelry 

stores, hair/nail salons, gift shops, gyms, 
etc.). Let Kathy know whom you will solicit 
for an auctionable item or gift card: she can 
provide you with a solicitation letter. Just 
address it to a business, sign it, and deliver it 
(hopefully to a person who would recognize 
you)! 

ALSO, are you a musician, comedian, or 
closet shower singer? How about performing 
as a family?! Performers are still needed to 
join Ruthie Toole and Giovani Malcolm on 
our growing list of coffeehouse entertainers. If 
you are interested or have questions, please 
contact Jo Anne Deshon (deshonj@udel.edu; 
302-738-9524).  

Bring your saleable goods to Memorial 
Lounge on Saturday, January 18, starting at 
10am. All items will be available for 
viewing/browsing/early bidding starting 
Sunday, January 19. Final bidding will be 
from 6-7pm on January 25! 

Vigil Against Gun Violence 

Saturday, December 14, 5pm 

Join the newly-formed Newark Chapter of Moms Demand 
Action in a remembrance vigil on the anniversary of the Sandy 
Hook massacre as we demand common-sense gun legislation.  

The candlelight vigil will take place on the lawn of the Academy 
Building at the corner of Academy and Main Streets in Newark. 
Bring your candle (or flashlight) and signs demanding an end to 
gun violence! 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Congregation in Action 

Recent Reads Book Group 

Our book group will continue through December 
and January. 

Please join this great group of readers for book 
sharing, refreshments, conversation and fellowship  
with like minds and kindred spirits! 

(Second Monday of each month) 
Dec. 11, 2019 & Jan. 13, 2020 

1-2pm in Bunting Library 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
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Green Mountain Mission Trip: Chapter 3—The End (Not!) 

Three purposes of the Green Mountain Mission Trip Team were to get to know one another better, 
enjoy local attractions, and HAVE FUN!!! To that end: 

• Sunday Night Ice Breakers and nightly dinners from several outstanding cooks provided 
much time for conversation. (17-22) 

• Besides beautiful scenery, we enjoyed local attractions such as Morse Sugar Farm, Ben and 
Jerry’s, a Lake Monsters baseball game, and the capitol. (23-28) 

• A nearby swimming hole and nightly games of UNO and Farkle provided relaxation and 
many laughs, as did helping Todd with his laundry! (29-31)  

Is this Mission Trip a “One and Done?”, and your time for participating in another one over? The 
answer is “No!” We will attempt to organize three Mission Trips in 2020, including a “local 
weekender” in the Spring and Fall and a week-long “out-of-towner” in the summer. If you are 
being called to go, make sure you sign up when trip details are being promoted.  Come join the 
adventure and serve others! 
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Wednesday, 
December 18 and Thursday, 
January 23. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Heartfelt thanks for all the prayers, 

cards, calls, visits and food from 

our wonderful church family as 

I'm healing from foot surgery.  

Blessings to each of you! 

-Kathy Werrell 

Something to Think About 

During this season of giving, consider supporting Newark United Methodist Church 
in our effort to make a difference in the lives of others. 

Each year, you plan your charitable giving to include contributions to organizations 
that are important to you. 

When making your year-end contributions to your favorite charities, consider the 
benefits of directing your IRA's required minimum distributions to NUMC. 

The IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution: 

• Allows individuals age 70 ½ and older to make direct, annual transfers from their 
IRA totaling up to $100,000 to qualified charitable organizations 

• Is excluded from gross income for federal income tax purposes 

• Counts toward your required minimum distribution for the year in which you 
make the gift (you will not receive a charitable deduction) 

• Allows you to direct more than the required minimum amount to any charity as 
long as the total does not exceed $100,000 

NUMC will recognize the full transferred amount as a gift to the church. Please notify 
us in advance of the transfer so we can appropriately credit the gift. Contact Rob 
Cappiello in the church office (302-368-8774; rcappiello@newark-umc.org). 

The material presented above is not offered as legal or tax advice. Please review your 
individual tax situation with your financial advisor before making a distribution from 
your IRA. 

mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

February Parish Notes deadline: 1/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Retired or Thinking About Retiring? 

If you are retired or thinking about retiring in the near 
future, plan or attending our workshop and discussion 
on the financial considerations YOU NEED TO KNOW 
about being retired. The workshop will be held at 
NUMC on Sunday, February 2 at 12:30pm.   

Topics include:  
• Estate planning 101 
• Transition into retirement 
• Asset protection & trust strategies 
• Legacy planning 

Please plan to attend, and bring a family member or 
friend. More details to come! 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

