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 From Pastor Tina’s Desk—Greetings! 

As you probably already are aware, Fall 
is my favorite time of year. No other 
season gives us a front row seat to God’s 
amazing handiwork. We get to see a 
God who creates in color. Here is a great 
devotion to guide us through this very 
special season. 

Letting Your Leaves Fall 
by Rachel Wojo 

Little yellow leaves from the front yard 
tree dance across the porch and 
driveway. As their bright green color 
fades, it seems they fall almost as 
quickly as they change. I love summer 
affectionately and part of me longs to 
whisper to the tree “Hold on a little 
longer. Come on; you got this. Think 
green!” But graciously the tree listens to 
its Maker rather than my foolish 
whispers. In order to flourish in the new 
season, the tree must let go of its 
decayed leaves. They have performed 
well for the term, but their time has 
drawn to a close. 

Autumn is a wonderful time to observe 
nature. As I watch the swirling leaves 
stirred by the wind, I am reminded that 
they display an important lesson for all 
of us to follow suit in a way. Just as the 
trees don’t stubbornly hold on to their 
dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to 
any unnecessary weight in our lives. 
When we long to enter a new season, the 
old can easily inhibit the new if we allow 
it.  

Ephesians 4:31-32 reminds us to “Make 
a clean break with all cutting, back-
biting, profane talk. Be gentle with one 
another, sensitive. Forgive one another 
as quickly and thoroughly as God in 
Christ forgave you.” 

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we 
must first identify it. How can we do 
this? 

 By reading God’s Word. 
 By allowing God’s Spirit to show us 

the necessary heart changes we need. 

 By being willing to shun practices 
such as bitterness and anger. 

 By asking God to help us let go of 
the guilt from the past. 

Oh, how the Lord longs to empower 
and strengthen us for the new season 
ahead! If we’re not sure of the issues 
detaining a kind and compassionate 
spirit, God will show us when we ask. 
And if guilt from the past is preventing 
this beautiful new season, we have 
God’s promises like this one to 
remember from Isaiah 43: 

“This is what God says, 
  the God who builds a road right 
through the ocean, 

  who carves a path through pounding 
waves, 
The God who summons horses and 
chariots and armies— 

  they lie down and then can’t get up; 
  they’re snuffed out like so many 
candles: 

“Forget about what’s happened; 
  don’t keep going over old history. 
Be alert, be present. I’m about to do 
something brand-new. 

  It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it? 
There it is! I’m making a road through 
the desert, 

  rivers in the badlands.” 

What are you holding onto that is 
preventing a freshness to the season 
ahead? Could it be that the decayed 
leaves are piling up and your heart 
needs to discard them for good? If so, 
why not reach out to the Lord in 
prayer? God longs to hear from you. 
Ask God to shine light on any 
thoughts, circumstances, habits or other 
“decayed leaves” you might be 
clinging to. As you watch the leaves fall 
this season, my prayer is that you are 
reminded to let go of anything that 
would hinder a fresh relationship with 
God. 
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Lay Leaders:  
Mark Werrell 
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Senior Pastor 

Rev. Christina Blake  ext. 214 
 
Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
TBA    ext. 220 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
 
 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

Newark United Methodist Church is a 
congregation with open hearts, open 
minds, and open arms.  

We welcome and affirm you 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, regardless of your race, 
ethnicity, age, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, social or economic status, 
physical and mental ability, or 
religious affiliation. 

We are all God’s beloved children.  

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Music at 

NUMC 

We have sadly said goodbye to our intrepid Director of Music Ministries of the past seven 
years, Ned Perwo, glad in the knowledge that he is making a difference for a congregation 
closer to his home both as their leader of music and of Christian Education ministries. 

So...What do we do now? 

Until the time is right to begin our search for a permanent replacement, our Staff/Parish 
Relations team has put in place a team of musicians on an interim basis. We are deeply 
grateful that the following folks have agreed to serve in the following areas: 

 Pianist (8:00am): Brett Izsa 
 Organist (9:30am): Dr. David Herman (see note below) 
 Chancel Choir:  Brett Izsa, Sara Gaines, Lys Murray 
 Choristers: Brett Izsa 

Thanks to all who will be working with this team to make certain that NUMC music 
continues to be a blessing to our congregation and the Newark community. 

David Herman Returns! 

We are delighted that David has 
agreed to return to the bench and 
serve as NUMC’s interim organist. 

David was the NUMC Organist 
from 1993-2000 and was a highly 
valued member of our music team. 

He is Trustees Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus of Music and 
University Organist at UD. He was 
chair of the department from 1987-
2001, and retired from teaching 
(Music Theory and Organ) in 2012. 

Please join us  in wishing David a 
hearty “welcome home!” Tuesday, November 26, 7:30pm 

New Ark United Church of Christ 
300 East Main Street  
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Congregation in Action 
 

Fourth Annual Silent Auction and Coffeehouse 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, January 25! 

Plan now to donate special items or services for the auction, the 
proceeds from which will once again help fund various NUMC 
ministries! Please send a note to Kathy Werrell with the description 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com). Tutoring, baking, babysitting...creatively use 
your God-given talents! Consider businesses you regularly support 
(restaurants, jewelry stores, hair and nail salons, gift shops, gyms) and 
ask them for a donation!  

Let Kathy know which of your favorite establishments you will ask to 
contribute an item or gift card to be auctioned – she can provide you 
with a solicitation letter. All you need to do is address it to a business, 
sign it, and deliver it (hopefully to a person who would recognize 
you). 

AND: The Congregation in Action Team is calling all musicians, 
comedians, and closet shower singers! Performers are needed for the 
coffeehouse, which is happening during the silent auction. Share your 
talents and gifts—sing, play an instrument, read a poem, tell jokes! 
Perform as a family! If you are interested or have questions, please 
contact Jo Anne Deshon (deshonj@udel.edu; 302-738-9524).  

NUMC Women’s Retreat 

Twenty women attended a retreat at 
Camp Pecometh on the last weekend of 
September, participating in activities, 
discussions, readings and a worship 
experience based on the theme 
“Connecting to God’s Call.” 

The ladies enjoyed unusually warm 
weather, good food, and fellowship with 
their church sisters (representing seven 
decades in age!). Please plan to join us at 
our next retreat! 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
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Angel Tree Is Coming! 

Angel Tree, a program of Prison 
Fellowship, reaches out to the 
children of prisoners and their 
families with the love of Christ. 
This unique program gives us 

an opportunity to share God's love by 
helping to meet the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs of the children of prisoners. 
NUMC has been participating in Angel Tree 
for many years by purchasing Christmas 
gifts for children of prisoners—please join 
us in this special ministry this Christmas. 

Upcoming dates: 

 Sunday, November 17 – Pick up Angel 
gift tags in Cokesbury Lobby 

 Sunday, November 24 – Pick up Angel 
gift tags in Cokesbury Lobby 

 Sunday, December 1 – Return gifts to 
Cokesbury Lobby 

 Sunday, December 8 – Gifts are wrapped 
and mailed to children 

An Outreach Thank-You to the 
Congregation 

The OUTREACH Team thanks all 
who contributed to the 250 Go-Bags 
in October. As you are probably 
aware, a Go-Bag may provide the 
only food someone has that day. This 
congregation has been providing for 
hungry people for many years, even 
before the Empowerment Center 
opened at NUMC. We continue to be 
a presence for those in need here in 
Newark as Christ has commissioned 
us to do. 

Outreach 

Sunday November 24th is United Methodist Student Day 
Your giving on United Methodist Student Day furnishes scholarships and loans for students 
attending United Methodist-related and other accredited colleges and universities. Your giving 
supports United Methodist Church young people who might not have had the resources to 
attend a school of their choice—or, for some, any school at all. When you give generously you 
support these students as they prepare for a life that unites faith with knowledge. 
What no one person or congregation can do alone, we’re doing together; we’re raising up 
gifted Christian leaders. 
When you support United Methodist Student Day, you make it possible for more students to 
serve the world God loves. 
If you wish to give to United Methodist Student Day online, please go to the NUMC Online 
Giving web page (http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/) and type in UM Student Day 
under Other Donations.  If you prefer, you may use one of the special giving envelopes included 
in the bulletin on November 24 to give cash or a check.  Please put your envelope number on 
the special giving envelope and write United Methodist Student Day in the check memo line. 
Remember, 100% of your donation will go directly to a college scholarship for a United 
Methodist young person. 
Thank you for your special giving donations throughout the year!  God bless you. 

file:///E:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/NUMC%20Online%20Giving%20web%20page
file:///E:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/NUMC%20Online%20Giving%20web%20page
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Christian Education 

Happy November! 

It's hard to believe that the holidays are upon us. This is an exciting time of year 
for many but also a time of grief and heartache for others. Nevertheless, this is a 
time for remembering what the holidays are truly about. 

This month, K-5 Sunday School will be continuing their journey with the Israelites 
into the wilderness. Our theme is THANKS! The kids will discover that we can 
thank God for so much—for providing for us, for being God, for giving us 
wisdom, and for never giving up on us. 

This will be the last book of the Old Testament for us to study before we explore 
Jesus' birth and early life. Then next spring, we will pick back up in the Old 
Testament after Easter. We intend to expose the younger children to all major 
Bible stories and help them learn about the Bible in a fun and engaging way. 

Our youth will working on service projects in the month of November and 
exploring how Jesus set the example for how to serve others. Stay tuned to hear 
about ways you can help.  

Lastly, I want to express gratitude for all the donations and support you all have 
given Christian Ed. It warms my heart that so many of you are supporting this 
important ministry. 

With Love, 

Sara 

Sunday School Special Needs: 

 Plastic tablecloths 
 Battery-operated Christmas 

lights or sheer curtains with 
lights (Amazon)  

 Healthy kid-friendly snacks, 
100% juice, bottles of water 

 K-cups ( non-caffeinated teas 
and hot cocoa) 

Bake Sale 

The Wesley Bake Sale will be Saturday, November 23. Please 
contact Ward or Brooke if you would like to donate baked 
goods.  Look for the order form in the bulletin on November 
17.  

 

Brunch Angels  

If you would like to sponsor brunch for the Wesley students, 
please sign up on the board outside the Wesley Lounge.  
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Talented but humble, kind, 
welcoming to all, Betsy Kent 
was special. Surrounded by 
loved ones, she joined 
heaven’s choir on October 1, 
following a 3-year battle with 
cancer: something she had 

faced bravely and graciously, never 
complaining and always with a smile.   

Born in Northampton, MA on January 18, 
1942, Betsy earned her Bachelor of Music 
degree from Boston University in 1964, 
majoring in Music Education/Choral 
Conducting. From an early career in music 
education at the primary level in New 
England and Iowa, she started working at the 
University of Delaware in the early 1980s as a 
piano accompanist for the UD Chorale and 
then for voice majors in their studio work and 
degree recitals. How she loved the 
opportunities to travel with the UD Chorale 
to far reaches of the world, and the students 
truly loved her!   

After joining NUMC on February 12, 1978, 
Betsy participated in various music 
ministries, often accompanying the choirs as 
well as lending her soprano voice to the 
Chancel Choir.  

In 1992, she became our Director of Music 
Ministries, inspiring people of all ages to 
become involved in music and mission. She 
helped Leanna Williston start the Music 
Factory program, growing it over the years. 
Welcoming all youth regardless of ability or 
challenges, Betsy developed a large Youth 
Choir, and choir alumni returned to sing each 
Christmas Eve, filling the chancel. She also 
planned a memorable scripture-based Youth 
Sunday program each year, involving 
everyone—even those who couldn’t sing but 
wanted to be part of the exciting endeavors. 
She made everyone feel important, whether 
playing a starring role in the musical 
presentations, helping to build props, 
ushering, or holding “SMILE” signs! Then she 
recruited other volunteers to help take the 

Youth Sunday shows on the road, often 
combining those trips with mission work in 
struggling communities, so that our youth 
grew in faith while learning tolerance, service 
and worship practices. No one could say no 
to Betsy when she asked them to do 
something, and they were always rewarded 
by her sincere appreciation and love! 

Retiring in 2012 following 20 years of 
dedicated service at NUMC, Betsy quietly 
shared her wealth of resources and contacts 
with her successor. She settled into providing 
piano accompaniment when asked and 
offering valuable insights and support while 
serving on church committees. There was 
never any arrogance in Betsy, who was loved 
and respected by all. 

Betsy was as dedicated to her career in music 
as she was to raising her two children, 
Jennifer and Patrick. She supplemented their 
education with various musical experiences 
from the requisite piano lessons as kids, to 
Beatles and Bacharach records to local theater 
and opera productions. Even as her 
professional career at UD and church slowed 
down, her dedication to music and 
community continued with her involvement 
in the PEO Chapter I Sisterhood and service 
as a board and committee member of the 
Newark Symphony Orchestra. 

A celebration of Betsy’s life and musical 
extravaganza will be held at 2pm on 
Saturday, 11/16, at NUMC.  Because so many 
people knew and loved Betsy, a large crowd 
is expected.  Upon your arrival at church, 
ushers will be directing people to overflow 
parking, but please consider carpooling if at 
all possible. 

The family has asked that, in lieu of flowers, 
kindly consider donating to one of the 
following groups dear to Betsy’s heart: 
NUMC’s Music Programs; PEO International 
Peace Scholarship, 3700 Grand Avenue, Des 
Moines, IA 50312; or UD Music Department, 
Attn: Choral Programs, Amy E. du Pont 
Music Building, University of Delaware, 

Our Loss is Heaven’s Gain: Betsy Kent (1942-2019) 



8 

 
B

U
N

T
IN

G
 L

IB
R

A
R

Y
/U

M
W

 

RECENT READS BOOK GROUP 

Next meeting: Mon., November 11, 1pm 
Bunting Library 

Come join this great group of enthusiastic 
readers who enjoy sharing about books 
they’ve recently read. 

Refreshments and good company guaranteed! 

The holidays are fast approaching! 
As always, Bunting Library has 
BOOKS and BOOKS and BOOKS 
for everyone—all ages, books to 
teach /learn from, and books to 
enjoy in leisure, books to share 
with your children, books to share 
with your family—all kinds of 
BOOKS! Find books on display for 
the Thanksgiving, Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  

And there will be books for the 
winter season after Christmas in 
January as well, when you may 
want to snuggle up with a good 
book in the cozy warmth of your 
easy chair while winter winds 
whistle and snow storms swirl 
about on the other side of your 
window.   

Changes are a-comin’— 

You will soon see a brand-new 
carpet covering the floor of Bunting 
Library. This is being made possible 
through the generous gift left to the 
library from Marietta Garrett. Our 
aim is to keep the library cozy and 
inviting for folks as they enjoy their 
time here reading, meeting, 
browsing, etc. We want children to 
be comfortable as they sit on the 
carpet to read, choose books, or do 
puzzles or other activities.  

Bunting Library News 

Pecan Pie: Yumm!   
Cookies and muffins with chopped pecans: Delish! 

Pecans covered with Chocolate: MMM!! 
Pecans glazed with cinnamon: M-M Good! 

United Methodist Women's annual Pecan Sale begins soon 

and continues through the month of December.  You can 
get ready for your holiday baking with bags of shelled 
pecans or do some early shopping with gift bags of 
chocolate-covered or cinnamon glazed. All pecans 
are freshly picked this year.   

Look for us in Cokesbury Lobby between the services at 
9 and 10:30. Pecans also will be available in the church 
office during the week.  
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Celebrating 50 years of Success!  

Since the onset of the school year, the 
preschool has been bustling, hosting events 
and showing our appreciation to families 
(past and present) for being integral to our 
being in operation for 50 years.  

During the beginning of October we held a 
Boon Supply (formerly Mixed Bag Designs) 
fundraiser. Boon Supply is a company 
focused on helping communities by 
providing valuable products for home and 
life on the go. This fundraiser turned out to 
be a great success due in part to you—thank 
you!  

Continuing our 50-year celebration, a Trunk 
or Treat was held for the families of 
NMP/NUMC and the community. The 
Trunk or Treat was a safe and creative way 
to trick or treat. Several members of the 
church and preschool families decorated 
their vehicles and handed out treats to all. 
Prizes were awarded to the best-dressed 
trunks. We are extremely grateful for those 
who participated in this event and look 
forward to seeing how creative everyone 
gets with their trunks next year! 

Mark your calendars! The 3rd Annual Winter 
Bazaar and bake sale will take place on 
November 30 from 10am–2pm in Heritage 
Hall.   

The doors of NUMC will be open to the 
public to shop and peruse the talents of 
various local crafters, bakers and vendors. 
What better way to get a little holiday 
shopping done while supporting the 
preschool?  

If you are an interested vendor or baker and 
would like to showcase your talents, please 
contact the preschool office ASAP. 
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Green Mountain Mission Trip: Chapter 2—The Middle 

Two purposes of the Green Mountain Mission Trip Team were to worship together and self-
reflect. To that end: 

 the Sunday after arriving, many of us worshipped at Trinity UMC, 
 each work day started with gentle stretching, meditation & self-reflection via mindfulness 

sessions led by Cara Lee Palmer, and 
 Thursday evening we shared communion and reflections on our week. 

An additional purpose was to serve the Montpelier, VT local community through: 

 painting  
 plumbing 
 construction & repair activities 
 power washing & cleaning 
 cooking & serving community lunches 

On Sunday, November 24 at all three NUMC services (8, 9:30, 11am), the Mission Team will 
share experience testimonies. Moreover, the next Parish Notes will offer Chapter 3 of this story, 
as well as information on how YOU can participate in future missions. 
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Thursday, 
November 21. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

CHRISTMAS AT SEA PROJECT 

Our Scouting units will be making Christmas gift boxes for sailors 
arriving at the Port Of Wilmington. The goal is to make 100 “Ditty 
Boxes” in November.  

As in years past, we will have collection boxes for your donation of 
the items listed below: 

 Bath soap 
 Deodorant 
 Shampoo 
 Shaving cream 
 Large knitted hat 
 Playing cards 
 Money to buy additional items 

Last big need: 100 REGULAR-SIZE SHOEBOXES.  

We will be collecting items until mid-November. Contact Ed Jochen 
(cejjsj1@comcast.net) with any questions and THANK YOU for your 
past and present support. 

SOCKS & UNDERWEAR NEEDED! 

Our Outreach Team asks for your help in 
collecting warm underwear and socks for 
men, women, children—all ages and sizes. 

Please bring your contributions to the 
church office, labeled Outreach (look for 
the RED BOX). 

Thanks! 

mailto:cejjsj1@comcast.net
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Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
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Return Service Requested 

December/January Parish Notes deadline: 11/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we 

have into enough, and more. It turns denial into 

acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can 

turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a 

stranger into a friend.  

-Melody Beattie 
 

We are grateful for the loving community that is Newark United 
Methodist Church. Thank you for being a part of it, dear friends! 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

