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Time to Start a New Year! 

Hello Friends, 

The school year is here! We are so excited to 
start Sunday School in our new classrooms! 
I've had so much fun this summer getting to 
know all the kids and I can’t wait to start a 
fresh new year, diving in and learning about 
God in a fun way.  

Our new curriculum is called Grow. You will 
notice we are embracing monthly themes and 
focusing on diving into major stories in the 
Bible. This month, we start in the Old 
Testament with Joseph and learn what it 
means to have the heart of a hero. 

Another change you will notice is how 
children are signing in and out. To ensure their 
safety, we request that the parent, grandparent 
or guardian stop and check in with the Sunday 
School greeter in Cokesbury Lobby before you 
head into the service. This way we know who 
will be signing your child out at pick-up time. 
This process will evolve as we consider the 
best practices needed. 

-Sara 

Music at 

NUMC 

Coming up in NUMC Music: 

Summer Choir Sunday, 9/1  
(meet in choir room at 9am)—y’all come! 

Chancel Choir: rehearsals begin Thursday, 
9/5 (7:15-9pm) 

Bell Choir: (below ) rehearsals begin Sunday, 
9/22 (6-6:45pm) 

September 1, 12:15pm: 
Children and Families Team 
Meeting 

September 15, 6pm: 
Destination Unknown, our 
new youth group program, 
will begin. We will meet at the 
church every second Sunday 
of the month and head to a 
special location, where we will 
conduct our program.  

September 22, 12pm: 
Confirmation classes for 6th to 
12th graders begin!  

 Who: Anyone interested in grades 4 and up (this includes adults) 
 When: Sundays 6:00-6:45, except for 3rd Sunday of the month when NUMC 

Youth Group meets 
 Where: Bell Room (NUMC basement) 

No previous experience necessary. Bring a 
friend! Come learn how to ring bells and have 
fun! 

Contact Ruthie Toole (rtoole@udel.edu; 302/388-
9135), if you have any questions.   

Multi-Generational Bell Choir Starts this Month! 

More Music News on p.7 

mailto:rtoole@udel.edu
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From the Pastor’s Desk— 

As summer comes to an end, I find 
myself contemplating saying 
goodbye to one season and 
welcoming another. 

I found this devotion helpful and my prayer is that 
you will, too. 

Every Summer Has a Story (by Sarah Lundgren) 

Dear Summer, 

I love you. 

You have given me weekends at the lake, endless 
dinners on the grill, pool dates with friends, scattered 
flip flops everywhere, bonfires, sticky s’mores, and so 
much more. You have nursed my broken heart more 
than once through the years with gifts of sunshine and 
ice cream. Each year, you come back again to help me 
write another incredible story. Thank you.  

xoxo, 

Sarah 

P.S. You’re my favorite, but don’t tell the other seasons. 

As I look back at past summers, I see a trail of 
beautiful and bittersweet memories. There have 
been summers that overflowed with joy and 
summers filled with deep sadness and pain. The 
common thread is that every summer was unique 
and had its own tale to tell. 

Just as every natural summer has a story, so does 
every spiritual summer. We will each walk 
through the spiritual seasons many times. 
Autumn is a time of change. Winter is a time of 
barrenness and preparation. Spring is a time of 
rebirth. And summer is a time for bearing fruit 
and embracing the abundant life that surrounds 
us. 

The key to embracing our spiritual summer, no 
matter the time of year it comes, is to remember to 
seize the joy of the season. This is a time to feel the 
heavenly warmth on our face and revel in the 
beauty that surrounds us. Relax, have fun, 
celebrate, and abide in gratitude for the blessings 

(Continued on p.9) 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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A lot goes into our Sunday morning services—and beyond—and it takes a lot of laypeople to 
make it happen. 

Of course. You know that! You see the ushers, the greeters, the choir, liturgists, SonSpirit band 
and singers...but that’s not all. 

There are many folks behind the scenes who make sure that things happen, and as we all 
know, many hands make light work. 

You may have been looking for your place to serve, or you may simply never have thought 
much about it. Either way, here’s your opportunity to add your hands to those of the hard-
working bunch already getting things done—  

We’re highlighting two such ministries in this issue: one new, one long-standing. If you are 
interested in deepening your experience as a part of this family and would like to join or to 
learn more, please reach out today to let us know. You may be just the person we’ve prayed 
for! 

Altar Guild—Help Us! 

NUMC’s Altar Guild needs more people on 
the team that prepares the sanctuary for 
Sunday's worship services. Their behind-the-
scenes tasks are important! What you see as 
you are seated in your pew does not just 
happen, but is accomplished by willing 
hands and hearts. The tasks are very easy 
and involve no heavy work.  

AG members work in teams of two. It 
generally takes less than an hour once a 
month, but if we could gather more people 
on the team it would not even be that often.  

Please consider the Altar Guild in your 
service to God and your church. If you have 
questions regarding details, find out more 
from Janet King in the church office (368-
8774), or from any of the members of the AG 
Team. 

Hospitality Committee—Join Us! 

Do you enjoy making others feel welcome as 
part of our NUMC family? Then the new 
Hospitality Committee may be just for you! 
We are looking for a group of people to help 
us form new ideas to: 

 make Fellowship Time available to those 
attending all Sunday services, 

 make stronger connections with first-
time visitors and the community, 

 make connections with our current 
church family who have been missing on 
Sunday mornings, 

and more!!!! 

We appreciate ALL ideas that will make 
NUMC even more welcoming to anyone 
who is looking for a church home! If you 
would like to be involved in this important 
mission, please contact Pat Hammond at 
(pathamm809@comcast.net). 

Newark UMC is a vital, committed 
church family... 

mailto:pathamm809@comcast.net
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Friday, October 4: Great Learning & Community-Building 
Special Event for Families with School-Aged Children! 

Is your child (or grandchild) in need of extra help? How can you advocate for 
needed special accommodations? Learn the answers to these and other 
questions from Kristen (Werrell) Dassel, who will share her own professional 
experience as a Special Education teacher at William Penn High School as 
well as her perspective as a parent whose children have needed 
accommodations.   

She will provide guidance on your next steps and will also bring information 
on how to get help through the Parent Information Center (PIC) of Delaware. 

The Plan: Pizza & Salad supper at 5:30pm for all. The kids will play with our 
youth volunteers following the supper, while adults learn and get questions 
answered. 

To ensure that we have sufficient food and materials for all, please register 
by Monday, September 30 online (https://split.to/Reg4ChildAdvocacy), or 
call the church office (302/368-8774).   

Congregation in Action 

Newark Community Day: We Need Your Help! 

September 15, 11am-4pm (rain date 9/ 22)  

NUMC’s booth at the annual Newark 
Community Day is a great way to get 
people to notice our wonderful church!  

Sign up to spend an hour or so at the booth. 
Once again, we will have the very popular 
“Estimate Jar” as well as a craft for kids. If 
your group has information you’d like to 
share, bring it along!  

Contact Erika Angelo 
(Erika.angelo@icloud.com), Jo Anne Deshon 
(deshonj@udel.edu) or Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com) to sign up to “work” 
an hour!  

Stop by our booth on 9/15 and encourage 
others to stop and learn more about NUMC!  

file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/online
https://split.to/Reg4ChildAdvocacy
mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Outreach 

Special Giving Sunday:  
World Communion Sunday, October 6 

Newark UMC and United Methodists around 
the world will join together on this special 
Sunday to celebrate Holy Communion. Your 
giving on World Communion Sunday 
helps to provide scholarships for national 
and international graduate students whom 
God has gifted to learn and to serve, to 
become the world-changers He created 
them to be. 

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the 
most powerful weapon you can use to 
change the world.” And because the 
people of The United Methodist Church 
believe that all of God’s children have 
been created and gifted to build the 
kingdom Jesus ushered in, we’re 
providing resources for them to do just 
that. Because of your giving on World 
Communion Sunday, the most powerful 
tool to change the world is in more hands. 

If you wish to give to World Communion 
Sunday online, please go to the NUMC 
Online Giving webpage (http://newark-
umc.org/wp/online-giving/) with World 
Communion Sunday under Optional. Or use 
one of the special giving envelopes 
included in the bulletin on 10/6 to give 
cash or a check (please put your Envelope 
Number on the special giving envelope 
and  indicate World Communion Sunday on 
the check memo line).  

Thank you, and God bless! 

Go-Bags 

This fall, your Outreach team will 
assemble 250 Go-Bags for the Newark 
Empowerment Center, and we again are 
asking for contributions of the items 
necessary to fill these bags.  

Please leave your donations in the Main 
Office on or before Sunday, 9/29, labeled 
OUTREACH. 

Needed: 
 microwaveable protein meals with 

flip-top lids 
 boxed (real) fruit juice 
 breakfast cereal bars 
 fruit cups 
 packaged cheese crackers (peanut 

butter or cheese-filled) 
 desserts (cookies or single serve 

pudding) 

Most-needed item: microwaveable protein 
meals (such as Chef Boy-ar-dee pasta/
meat meals) 

Thank you so much for helping with this 
important mission!  

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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2019-2020 Bible Study 
Tuesday Evenings, 6:30-8:30pm 
Led by Rev. Dr. David M. Palmer 

People know that at its core Christianity has something good to offer the human race. 
At the same time, many have a sense that they are alone in being a "thinking" Christian. 
This class offers a safe environment for people to ask the questions they've always 
wanted to ask but have been afraid to voice. Even if you have no previous Bible study, 
come and explore our Bible with others. Experience good conversations that will help 
you clarify your own faith. Living the Questions will help you discover the significance 
of Christianity in the 21st century and what a meaningful faith can look like in today's 
world. Come and journey into deeper faith. 

The format of each session includes a video, material to read, and guided discussion. 
There are short thematic readings, spiritual exercises, and Bible reading to be done at 
home during the week.  

 

Sign up for this portion in the office or email dpalmerleadership@gmail.com. 

Shalom, 
Rev. Dr. David M. Palmer 

Part One: Invitation to Journey 

10/8 Introduction & Orientation 

10/15 An Invitation to Journey 

10/22 Taking the Bible Seriously 

10/29 Thinking Theologically 

11/5 Stories of Creation 

11/12 Lives of Jesus 

11/19 A Passion for Christ: Paul 

11/26 or 

12/3 

Out into the World: Challenges 
Facing Progressive Christians 

Each class will last no more 
than two hours. While Living 
the Questions is a 21-week 
study, I invite you to commit 
to the first eight weeks: the 
other two seven-week 
portions will be offered in 
2020.  

Wesley Foundation 

Thank you to those who contributed to the Water Brigade on Move-In Day! 

Welcoming UD: If you see someone who appears to be a UD student at one of the 
services, please point them toward someone in Wesley. We will be wearing gray polo 
shirts throughout the month of September.  

Wesley Sunday: Please be sure to join us on Wesley Sunday, 10/20, when a Wesley 
student will be providing the sermon at each service.  

Wesley Bake Sale: Save the date! This fall’s bake sale will be on 
Saturday, 11/23. 

Breakfast Angels: See Making a Difference, p.11. 

mailto:dpalmerleadership@gmail.com
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NUMC's very own Will Logan is featured as this month's Chorister 
of the Month. 

As depicted in his shrine to choir on his bedroom wall, Will has 
successfully completed 4 levels of the Royal School of Church Music 
Curriculum. 

Not only do choristers have to pass tests of their musical skills such 
as matching pitch, sightreading hymns, and knowing their key 
signatures, they also must show faith formation skills such as 
memorizing the Lord's Prayer, Apostles' Creed, and Order of 
Worship. After each level is completed, choristers earn a ribbon 
(think of it like choir karate!). The next level for Will is the RSCM 
Bronze Award, which has to be proctored by a certified person not 
connected to NUMC. It's a tough test, but Will has the skills! Keep 
up the great work!

Chorister of the Month: Will Logan 

Announcing Brett Izsa’s Senior Recital!!!! 

Come on out to support our wonderful Church Music Scholar Brett 

Izsa. 

We usually hear him on the piano accompanying the Chancel Choir 
and Music Factory, but actually Brett is a vocal major (the secret is 
out!). Help fill the hall: 

Saturday, 9/14, 3pm in Gore Recital Hall (UD Center for the Arts) 

National Acolyte Festival 

Saturday, October 12 

Attention Acolytes & Crucifers! Join acolytes from across 
the United States for a morning service of re-dedication and 
Holy Communion at the National Cathedral in Washington, 
DC! 

In the morning there will be a festive procession of acolytes, 
clergy, and vergers, with processional crosses, banners, 
torches, flags, and streamers. The afternoon offers fun 
workshops for all and a tour of the cathedral/grounds. 

Registration deadline 
is Sunday, 9/22. 
Registration fee is 
$10. To register, 
please contact Ned 
Perwo, Director of 
Music 
(nperwo@newark-
umc.org). 

NUMC 
Children’s Choirs  

Start September 15: 
 

Carol Choir: Sundays, 
10:40-11am 

 
Choristers: Sundays,  

5-6pm 

mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
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Peace Week—Healing Circle 9/22 

On Sunday, Sept. 22, from 6:30-8pm, 
NUMC’s Social Justice team and the Wesley 
Foundation Campus Ministry will be hosting 
Charito Calvachi-Mateyko as she leads us in 
a Racial Justice Healing Circle in Heritage 
Hall. This is part of 2019’s Delaware Peace 
Week. 

Healing circles are a profound and respectful 
experience of dialogue among people of 
diverse backgrounds, where participants are 
invited to share their stories. In light of recent 
events here in the US, we definitely need to 
hear the stories of those who may not look 
like us or have the same experiences we have 
had. 

Social Justice 

Come be a listener or join the dialogue 
on the immigration and racial issues we 
are currently facing. Bring a friend. All 
are welcome! Perhaps we can find a way 
forward for our community. 

Uniting in Diversity: A Vigil Against Gun Violence 

Photos: Josh Shannon, Newark Post 

On Sunday, August 18, members of NUMC joined folks from several other local faith 
communities at Calvary Baptist Church in sweltering heat for a vigil organized in response 
to mass shootings in the US, after the most recent onesOn Sunday, August 18, members of 
NUMC joined folks from several other local faith communities at Calvary Baptist Church 
in sweltering heat for a vigil organized in response to mass shootings in the US, most 
recently in El Paso and in Dayton. 

Speakers included representatives of Calvary Baptist Church, the Delaware Hispanic 
Commission, the Islamic Society of Delaware, Newark Friends Meeting, New Ark Church 
of Christ, NUMC’s own Ruth Oatman, and Delaware State Representative Paul Baumbach. 

Many thanks to those who were able to attend and to those who joined us in spirit. We 
look forward to building on the interfaith relationships we are developing, working 
together to find effective responses to the violence and hate affecting our community, our 
nation and our world. together to find effective responses to the violence and hate 
affecting our community, our nation and our world. 

http://www.peaceweekdelaware.org/events/racial-justice-healing-circle/
http://www.peaceweekdelaware.org/events/racial-justice-healing-circle/
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that surround. Fall and winter will come, but don’t let thoughts of the unknown rob 
you of the joy of the moment. 

Summer is a season known for cultivating and bearing good fruit. Oh goodness, there 
is just nothing like a sweet, sun-ripened, summer strawberry. It is like a taste of heaven 
on earth! Our spiritual fruit of love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control must also be cultivated and ripened so it can 
taste even sweeter than the best summer strawberry. There is one sure way to do this, 
and that is to remember who our spiritual gardener is and to remain in him always. 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5 NIV) 

The seasons may change, but our good and loving God does not. 

Let’s celebrate our summers, both the natural and the spiritual, and embrace every 
story being written, because God’s hand is in each one. 

Lord, thank you for the gift of summer. Thank you for ice cream cones, backyard 
barbecues, and sun-drenched memories. May we seize each moment of joy and 
remember that you are the true cultivator of our harvest and author of our stories. 
Amen. 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.  
(Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV) 

-Pastor Tina 

Pastor Tina (continued from p.2) 

Music Factory 2019 is in the books… 
Thanks to all who made it a success! 
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Recent Reads Book Group 

You are invited… 

…to the next Recent Reads Book Group meeting on 
Monday, Sept. 9 at 1pm in Bunting Library. 

Bring a book you have recently been reading and 
share why you enjoyed it (or not)! 

Hear about the books others have been reading, enjoy 
refreshments and conversation with others who also 
love to read. Your book may be one of your own, or 
one borrowed from a friend, or from Bunting or any 
other library. 

Questions about Recent Reads Book Group? Call 
the church office, 368-8774. 

Bunting Library News 

Hurrah! Hurrah! It's back to school we go! 
Come to Bunting Library and look at all the new books on display! 

Browse the books on display  
for children and youth— 

including old favorites and brand-new books, too! 
There is treasure to be found 

amongst the wealth in  
YOUR 

Bunting Library!  
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Thursday, 
September 19. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Brunch Angels: Our Brunch Angels will 
begin on Sunday, 9/1. If you would like to 
sponsor brunch for the Wesley students, 
please sign up on the board outside of the 
Wesley Lounge. 

How will you make a 
difference this year? 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
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September Parish Notes deadline: 9/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

August 22, 2019 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

