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Town Hall Meeting 
June 12, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Following February's General Conference and the 
recent decisions of the Judiciary Council, we are 
sure you have questions.   

What do these decisions mean for Newark United 
Methodist Church?  What is OUR way forward? 
Please plan to attend a town hall meeting on June 
12 at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 

Pastor Tina and others will supply information and 
answer your questions as best they can.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE: Reconciling Ministries 

Let’s do this! 
We are entering exciting and 
unsettling times in the history of 
the Methodist Church. It is time 
to evaluate how we are doing as a 
congregation to make everyone 
who comes through our doors 
know they are welcomed and 
safe. We have a wonderful 
Welcoming Statement that was 
passed with overwhelming 
congregational support and has 
already attracted new persons to 
our services. 

What more can we do? 
You may be aware that the Social 
Justice Team at NUMC and the 
Wesley Campus Ministry are 
already reconciling communities. 
Now we can join the Reconciling 
Ministries Network as a 
reconciling congregation. This 
move would include NUMC in 
an online, searchable listing that 
new people to our area could 
check to find a congregation that 
will truly include them—no 
matter who they are. To that end, 
the church will be holding a 
vote at the next Charge 
Conference at 7pm on June 19 on 
the question of becoming a 
Reconciling Ministry. All 
members are invited and 
encouraged to attend and vote. 

What changes are involved? 
The only change will be the 
addition of two words to our 
Welcoming Statement. Instead of 
reading: “We welcome you…” it 
will read: “We welcome and 
affirm you….” Some Methodists 
have found that just being 
welcoming does not guarantee 
that a person is truly valued for 
who they are; they need 
affirmation of their worth. 

What if I have questions? 
Pastor Tina is planning to hold 
two Q & A sessions on 
Wednesday, June 5, at 2pm and 
6:30pm (both in Memorial 
Lounge). Your questions and 
concerns will be considered and 
answered. 

Please be in prayer about this 
move and come to the meeting on 
June 19 ready to vote. 

is now 
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Christina Blake  ext. 214 
 
Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 
Sara Shultz   ext. 221 
 
Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
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Custodian 
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Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

Spring is in the air! With spring comes 
new birth. The trees are budding. The 
flowers are blooming. New creation is 
springing forth. God is doing a new 
thing. 

Each and every day, we can witness God birthing 
something new in our world. 

Sometimes when God does a new thing, it means 
having to say goodbye to an old thing.   And saying 
good-bye is never easy. In fact, it can be one of the 
hardest things we ever do. However, in order for 
something new to spring forth, we need to say 
goodbye.  

Especially when that old thing has served its purpose. 
We can’t keep doing things the way we have always 
done them—life doesn’t work that way. We rarely 
walk anywhere anymore… because we now have cars. 
We rarely write anything anymore…because we now 
have computers. Our televisions sets are digital and in 
color and our radios are Sirius. We microwave instead 
of cooking over an open flame and we don’t even have 
to go to the store to shop if we don’t want to…we can 
do almost everything online.  

The world has changed a great deal and we have 
changed with it—we had to if we wanted to keep up. 
God’s hand has been upon each and every one of these 
changes. 

It is no different in the church.  We are not the same 
church we were 100 years ago…fifty years ago…even 
ten years ago. We shouldn’t expect to be. While God is 
the same God, scripture tells us that God is always 
doing a new thing. God expects that we will continue 
to grow in our faith and in our worship. When we have 
the expectation that God will be doing a new thing in 
our church and in our lives, we then begin to 
experience God in fresh, innovative and exciting ways. 

We get to travel with God on new roads, to new 
heights and experience God with new eyes. 

So I encourage you this spring to get out of your box, 
step out into the open air of the Holy Spirit and 
experience God afresh and anew. 

-Pastor Tina 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Summer Choir 

It's Summer Choir Time! All ages are 
welcome—come sing as a family! 

Summer Choir Sundays are 

July 7 

August 4 

September 1 

Join us at 9am for warm-up/rehearsal in the 
Choir Room as we prepare for singing in the 
9:30am worship service. 

Contact Ned Perwo (nperwo@newark-
umc.org; 302-368-8774, x230) if you have 
questions. 

Looking forward to adding your voices as 
we praise God in song this summer! 

Thank you to our wonderful accompanist and Choral Scholars— 
 

Have a great summer and we'll see you in September! 

Music Factory 2019  
August 5-9 & 11  

Music Factory Camp is a week-long music and 
drama camp for rising first graders through rising 
seventh graders.  

1st-3rd graders attend camp from 9am to noon. 
They will learn songs, Bible stories and make 
crafts, all related to the musical the older group is 
performing. There will also be musical instrument 
demos with guest musicians. The week culminates 
with the children presenting their songs and crafts 
as part of Sunday worship and fellowship time.  

Our older group, grades 4-7, attend camp from 
9am to 3pm. In five days, the children learn an 
entire musical, then present it on Sunday during 
our 9:30am worship service.  

Look for registration forms at the Welcome Center, 
in the Main Office, and on our website at 
www.newark-umc.org. 
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Sunday, July 14: Blue Rocks Game 

Family Fun (and a great Father’s Day gift!) 

What better way to spend a summer Sunday afternoon 
than with your church family and fun-loving Blue Rocks 
baseball fans?!  

Your Congregation in Action team has reserved a block 
of shaded seating for the 1:30pm game on Sunday, July 

14 at the Wilmington Blue Rocks Stadium.   

You must reserve your $9 tickets by Sunday, June 16 
(Father’s Day!)  Do so between services on June 2, 9 or 
16, by calling the church office (302-368-8774) or by 
contacting Kathy Werrell (302-239-4646; 
kcwerrell@gmail.com).    

Remember to wear your red NUMC shirt (or some other 
red shirt) so that we stand out in the crowd!  

Congregation in Action 

Sunday, June 23: Church Picnic 

11:30am at White Clay Creek State Park  

[No 11am service this morning]  

NUMC family and friends, here is all you need to know 
to have a great time on June 23:  

• Join us for good food, warm fellowship and 
organized family games!  

• Bring a dish and a beverage (e.g., a large bottle of 
soda, lemonade, iced tea, etc.) to share.  

• Ice, paper products, and utensils will be provided, 
but feel free to bring your own if you want to be 
more “green!”  

• Invite a colleague, friend or neighbor!  

• Plan to carpool, as entry fees to the park are $4/DE 
tagged car and $8/non-DE tag.  

All are welcome!  

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Outreach 

 
Peace with Justice Sunday 

Sunday, June 16 

On this Special Sunday in the United Methodist Church, we recognize our mission 
to spread God’s love while having a voice in advocating for peace and justice 
through a broad spectrum of national and global programs. Your giving is vital for 
the UMC to continue its local and global ministries of reconciliation.  

Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the people of The United 
Methodist Church are able to make a difference together by sowing seeds (and 
yielding fruit!) of peace. For example: 

• Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities 

• United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the 
denomination’s Social Principles to address social-justice issue 

• Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at 
home and abroad 

Your giving makes possible the proclamation of Christ’s peace. 

There will be a Special Sunday giving envelope in the bulletin on June 16. 

If you wish to give to Peace with Justice Sunday online, please go to the NUMC 
Online Giving webpage http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/ and type in 
Peace With Justice under Other Donations. 

Thank you for your generous support of all NUMC missions! 

Outreach Scholarships 

Some scholarship money from the Outreach Team is 
available this summer for Camp Pecometh and also for 
the Music Factory. If you are interested in either of these, 
call the church office and speak to Janet. 

Lenten Offering  

$8219 was gratefully received for the Lenten Offering; this 
includes a gift of $2000 from the Ann E. Lawson Trust 
Fund. Thank you for your overwhelming generosity!  

Traveling? 

This summer, the Outreach Team will be collecting travel-
size toilet articles to be distributed to clients of the 
Empowerment Center. 

When traveling, please collect the unused soap, 
toothpaste, lotion, and shampoo provided to you in your 
hotel--a box will be placed in Cokesbury Lobby, and 
items may also be left in the office. 

Many thanks! 

See p11 for info on our 
next Go-Bag collection 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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We have four Wesley students graduating on June 1st: Kathryn 
Heim, Donna Wood, Blake Schmidt, and Brad Schmidinger. If you 
see them around the church over the next few weeks, please be sure 
to congratulate them. We will miss seeing them around the church,  
and wish them nothing but the best! 

UD Alumni Weekend—June 8 

We will be having a Wesley Alumni Luncheon in Heritage Hall on Saturday, 
June 8 from 11am-1pm. Please RSVP to Brooke 
Michael (brooke@udelwesley.org) if you plan to attend. 

Water Brigade/Move-In Weekend--Saturday, August 24 

We will be preparing for the Water Brigade to be held during Move-In 
Weekend on Saturday, August 24. If you would like to make a donation, you 
may leave it in the Wesley mailbox or give it to Ward or Brooke. 

Thanks for a great year! 

The Wesley Foundation would like to thank everyone for their support this 
school year! From the bake sale and sub sale to Brunch Angel sponsorship, 
monetary donations, and prayers, we could not do what we do if it wasn't 
for the AMAZING support of the Newark United Methodist Church 
community. THANK YOU! 

mailto:brooke@udelwesley.org
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Christian Education 

Thank you all for welcoming me into the Newark 
UMC family. I feel the love and I’m grateful and 
excited to be here! Christian Education will be 
transforming, and I’d like to share a few thoughts.  

Transformation can be unsettling and hard—it may 
look like things are broken, but I find that this is 
God’s way of remolding and making new. 
Transformation helps to remind us that God is in 
control and that we should become more reliant on 
him. Transformation is necessary for spiritual 
growth. 

I believe that God is going to use this ministry and 
others to do greater work. We often hear it stated 
that our children are our future, but I like to say that 
our children are our present because God uses 
people of ALL ages to impact his kingdom every 
day. I can’t wait to see his plans unfold for this 
ministry! 

I welcome your thoughts, concerns and ideas as I 
work collaboratively with the Christian Education 
team to grow this ministry.  

With Love, 

Sara 

Upcoming Dates 

June 2: Bible Sunday 

June 9:  Graduate Recognition Sunday and 
our last small-group Sunday School 
class 

June 23: Summer Sunday School begins 
(one-room schoolhouse style; after 
Children’s Message at 9:30 service)  



B
U

N
T

IN
G

 L
IB

R
A

R
Y

 

8 

 

 

 

Bunting Library News 

The Used Book Event of late April/early May netted the Library 
over $580; a tithe donation ($58)was made to the church from the 
proceeds.  

We continue to update and add to the collection in our wonderful 
library. If you haven't visited recently, make it a point to stop by! 

RECENT READS BOOK GROUP 
June 10 & July 8 at 1pm in 

Bunting Library 

Come share your recent 'read' and 
enjoy nice and interesting company, 
along with some delicious goodies. 

All readers are welcome! 

 
Bunting Library announces... 

a WIDE selection of books 
for your summer reading pleasure! 

 
Books for all ages, interests and purpose! 

 
Please come in and enjoy what YOUR library 

has to offer—in cozy comfort 
and pleasant atmosphere— 

books to read here or to take home  
or to the beach— 

and DVDs to watch on another lazy day! 
 

Please come in and browse, choose, sign out, 
and R E A D! 
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Women’s Retreat 2019: Connecting the Call 
September 27-29 (FYI-same week as Leadership Institute) 

Location: Camp Pecometh—Riverview Retreat Center 

Included: Two-night stay with five meals 

Price: TBA soon (2018 Retreat was about $200/person) 

Commitments: (w/minimum $50 deposit) due by July 7.  

SPACE IS LIMITED! 

Email Lisa Gensel (lisaag24@hotmail.com) to sign up, or 
for more information. 

UMW School Supplies Collection 
Coming Soon! 

NUMC’s United Methodist Women will be collecting 
school supplies from July 14-August 11.  Summer is 
just starting, but it always seems to go by so fast!   

Mark your calendars so you can help us with this 
much-needed collection. If you see any marked down 
or sale items you just can't pass up before July, you 
can bring them to the church office, clearly marked 
UMW School Supplies.  

And while you are marking your 
calendars, remember this! 

United Methodist Women's  
Back from Summer Covered Dish 

September 15 

Look for details in the Aug. issue of 
Parish Notes! 

mailto:lisaag24@hotmail.com
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(from Bruce Yost’s Minute for Mission,4/28) 

During the past 6 months, several 
members generously contributed 
substantial sums—in the tens of 
thousands of dollars—to the church. A 
small part of the gifts came with specific 
directions; the rest was to be used at our 
discretion. 

Knowing our debt and ROF obligations, it 
would have been easy for the Finance 
Committee to put ALL the extra monies 
to these needs. HOWEVER, they didn’t 
do that. And that’s why I’m sharing this 
story! Because I PERSONALLY believe 
they did something “out-of-the-norm”; 
something extraordinary. 

Challenged by Pastor Tina to approach 
this generosity differently and to consider 
our calling as a church, the committee 
FIRST decided to tithe 10% of the original 
amounts to support mission work: a tithe 
equaling several thousand dollars. 

But you may ask WHY, with our pressing 
financial needs? Because the committee 
wanted us to LIVE our faith by example. 
They wanted to HELP OTHERS before 
helping ourselves. They wanted to walk-
the-talk when it comes to getting on the 
pathway of tithing. 

I hope, as you read this story, that you felt 
a breath of change. I hope you 
experienced a twinge of excitement.  I 
hope that you believe your faith and 
action MATTER as we continue to meet 
our financial needs and start refreshing 
our ministries to the glory of God! 

From the Business Office: 
How many checks do you write? 

Paper check usage has declined from 60% 
of all payments in 2000 to around 20% 
today. More people today are using 
electronic means and automated 
payments to do commerce instead of 
writing checks. So, if you are writing 
fewer checks you are not alone. 

Automate your giving and save a tree! 
We provide a safe, secure and automated 
way for you to set up your giving. To 
start the process, simply go to 
www.newark-umc.org. Click on the 
Donate button and follow the easy step-
by-step process.  

Contact Rob Cappiello in the Business 
Office (rcappiello@newark-umc.org) with 
any questions. He will be more than 
happy to help you get started!  

Your automated gift will quickly come to 
our account here at Newark United 
Methodist Church to be used for missions 
and ministry.  

With automated giving, even if you are 
on vacation, your gift still shows up. This 
consistency in giving will allow us to do 
more ministry and be more effective in 
our endeavors. 
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Thursdays, June 
20 & July 18. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

June Go-Bags 

The Outreach Team is requesting 
donation of items needed to fill 250 
Go-Bags, to be assembled on June 10. 

Please leave your donations in the 
Main Office before or on June 9, 
labeled  OUTREACH. 

Needed: 

• microwaveable protein meals with 
flip-top lids 

• boxed (real) fruit juice 
• breakfast cereal bars 
• fruit cups 
• packaged cheese crackers (peanut 

butter or cheese filled) 
• desserts (cookies or single serve 

pudding) 

Most-needed item:  microwaveable 
protein meals (such as Chef Boy-ar-
dee pasta/meat meals) 

Thank you so much for helping with 
this important mission!   

FAQs FOR ADULT MISSION TRIP 
A whole week? Costs? Project work?  

(and more) 
 
When and where is the trip?    
Saturday-to-Saturday, August 17-24, in Vermont. 
We'll be staying in the McKenzie House 
[www.centralvermontmission.org].  
 
Do I have to attend the whole week?   
Absolutely not. Come for as long as you can! 
 
What will it cost me?   
Nothing for lodging, transportation, group meals, 
group sightseeing/attractions, or project 
expenses. Any other expenses are yours. 
 
What work might there be?   
Light construction and painting, preparing/
serving community lunches, thrift store and/or 
food pantry service, farm field gleaning... 
 
Can I invite family and friends?   
Absolutely.  The last day to sign up will be June 
30. 
 
When is the next planning meeting?   
Wednesday, May 29 from 6:15 to 6:45pm in 
Memorial Lounge. 
 
Who do I contact for more details? 
Bruce Yost 
E-mail:  bbryost3@gmail.com 
Home:  484-508-8327 (preferred) 
Cell:  302-528-7775 

http://www.centralvermontmission.org/
mailto:bbryost3@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 

August Parish Notes deadline: 7/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give unto you:  

not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid. 

John 14:27 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

