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 Christ has Risen—Alleluia! 

Weeping be gone; sorrow, be silent 

Death put asunder and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

Clothe us in wonder; adorn us in light. 

Jesus is risen, and we shall arise. 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 



302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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Lay Leaders:  
Richard Gaines 
Lisa Gensel  
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tina Blake    ext. 214 
 
Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

Happy Easter! 

Easter is a season that inspires hope 
and endless possibilities. 

It is a season of resurrection. We are Easter people. 
We are people of the resurrection. Because we are 
people of the resurrection here at Newark United 
Methodist Church, we are resurrecting our system 
of pledging to new life. 

This year, we will be doing something new with 
regard to our pledges. We believe that our pledges 
are a spiritual response to what God has blessed 
us and entrusted us with. So this year we are 
keeping our pledges where they belong—between 
us and God.  

We will be celebrating Pledge Sunday on May 19 
with a special service of commitment. Prior to 
this date, a pledge card and envelope (to be self-
addressed), along with specific instructions, will 
be mailed to you.  

Please prayerfully consider what your pledge will 
be. Your pledge is a covenant between you and 
God. No one but you and God will ever know 
what you put on your card and sealed in the 
envelope provided. You will be invited during the 
Pledge Sunday service to bring your pledge to the 
altar, where it will remain until shortly before the 
end of our fiscal year. It then will be mailed back 
to you, for you—and you alone—to determine 
how well you have lived out your covenant with 
God. 

We are stepping out on faith here at Newark 
United Methodist Church, believing that God is 
resurrecting all of us to new life. With new life 
comes new possibilities and new hopes. Our hope 
is that we will continue to meet our budgetary 
responsibilities as well as grow our ministries to 
the glory of God! 

-Pastor Tina 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Our Welcome Statement 

Newark United Methodist Church is a 
congregation with open hearts, open minds, 
and open arms. 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior, regardless of your race, ethnicity, 
age, gender identity, sexual orientation, social 
or economic status, physical and mental ability, 
or religious affiliation. We are all God’s beloved 
children. 

Music Factory 2019  
August 5-9 & 11 

Music Factory Camp is a week-long 
music and drama camp for rising first 
graders through rising seventh graders. 

1st-3rd graders attend camp from 9am 
to noon. They will learn songs, Bible 
stories and make crafts, all related to 
the musical the older group is 
performing. There will also be musical 
instrument demos with guest 
musicians. The week culminates with 
the children presenting their songs and 
crafts as part of Sunday worship and 
fellowship time. 

Our older group, grades 4-7, attend 
camp from 9am to 3pm.  In five days, 
the children learn an entire musical, 
then present it on Sunday during our 
9:30am worship service. 

Look for registration forms at the 
Welcome Center, in the Main Office, 
and on our website at www.newark-
umc.org. 

Mother’s Day Flowers 

This Mother's Day, NUMC would like 
to celebrate all of our Moms. On 
Sunday, May 12, please bring some 
flowers from your yard that can be 
arranged in vases and dedicated for 
Mother's Day. If you are skilled in 
flower arranging, please contact 
Darrell Sparks—we use your help!  

http://www.newark-umc.org/
http://www.newark-umc.org/
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From the NUMC Office 

The Main Office is asking for a volunteer to be on the 
Reception Desk on Tuesday afternoons in the afternoon 
from noon to 2:00 (or possibly 2:30) pm, to answer the 
phone while the staff is having their weekly staff meeting. 

If you can do this once a month (or more), please call the 
church office, 368-8774 to let us know. 

Spring has sprung at NMP! In April we 
celebrated the Week of the Young Child, a 
week dedicated to celebrating how children 
learn and grow through various methods of 
exploration.  

The Week of the Young Child began on April 8 
with Music Monday, and continued with Tasty 
Tuesday, Work together Wednesday, & Artsy 
Thursday. We rounded out the end of the week 
with Family Friday and our PreK classes 
attending Coverdale Farms to understand and 
learn about the signs of spring.   Photos of how 
the preschoolers celebrated the week were on 
display in the entrance of the church for all to 
see.  

We need you! 

NMP is proud to acknowledge the dedication 
and hard work of two special individuals— 
Mrs. Robin Finnegan, one of our lead PreK 
teachers and Mrs. Deborah Knight, our 
administrative assistant. Both of these 
spectacular women are celebrating their 25th 
service anniversary with the preschool. We 
thank both of you for all of the contributions 
you have made in making our school 
successful. 

 "You are… terrifically tireless, exceptionally 
excellent, abundantly appreciated and… 
magnificent beyond words!” 

2019-2020 School Year –  

Space Available 

Our Two’s program has spaces available for 
the 2019/2020 school year. Do you know of a 
family interested in sending their child to 
preschool? Or perhaps a parent who is looking 
for a drop-in program? Then feel free to pass 
our information along to anyone who may be 
interested in the programs that Newark 
Methodist Preschool has to offer! Contact the 
preschool office for details.  

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754 / tsharp@newark-umc.org /  

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Trying Christians 

May 5 & 12: New Christianity for a New World, a book by 
John Shelby Spong (led by Jerry Swalley) 

May 19: Curriculum Planning for 2019–20 (led by Mark 
Deshon) 

May 26: Bunting Library Book Report Day (led by Ruth 
Nicholls) 

Brunch Angels 

Wesley is looking for sponsors for Brunch Angels. There 
is a sign-up outside the Wesley Lounge. 

Wesley Foundation 

The Wesley Foundation would like to 
thank everyone who has supported us 
during our fundraisers throughout this 
year! Our Spring Break Mission trip was 
another huge success, helping us to 
positively impact the lives of those 
affected by hurricane damage in South 
Carolina. 

Your support through fundraising, 
prayers, and hands-on help have made 
this possible. We appreciate our church 
family here at Newark UMC!  
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Church Picnic &  
Only Two Church Services (8:00 and 9:30) 

Sunday, June 23  
11:30am at White Clay Creek State Park  

NUMC family and friends, here is all you need to know to 
have a great time on June 23: 

 Join us for good food, warm fellowship and organized 
family games!  

 Bring a dish and a beverage (e.g., a large bottle of soda, 
lemonade, iced tea, etc.) to share.   

 Ice, paper products, and utensils will be provided, but 
feel free to bring your own if you want to be more 
“green!” 

 Invite a colleague, friend or neighbor!  

 Plan to carpool, as entry fees to the park are $4/DE 
tagged car and $8/non-DE tag.   

All are welcome! 

Two More Great Learning &  
Community-Building Opportunities Planned! 

The Congregation in Action Team (CIA) thanks the 35 
people who attended the Funeral Planning seminar in 
March. Based on the enthusiastic response to this 
community-building format of mid-day food + learning, we 
are planning two more events that you won’t want to miss: 

 October 6: Is your child in need of extra help? Is your 
child eligible for special accommodations? Learn the 
answers to these and other questions from a consultant 
with the Parent Information Center (PIC) of Delaware. 

 January 12: Where can you get help in caring for your 
aging relatives? Learn how the Easter Seals Caregiver 
and Respite Services programs can provide the help you 
need.  

Watch for more information, as registration will be required 
for both events. 

Congregation in Action 
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The Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC) is pleased to announce that after a 
long process, we have completed our 
search: Sara Shultz will be joining the 
NUMC staff as our Minister of Spiritual 
Formation this May. She will be responsible 
for overseeing the Christian Education and 
Youth/Young Adult ministries of the 
church. We have spent approximately ten 
months filling this position and we are 
excited because we feel we finally found the 
perfect candidate. 

Sara currently lives in Wilmington with her 
two sons. She is a graduate of Temple 
University. She has experience with 
community health education, social work, 
community engagement and non-profit 
administration. In her most recent position 
working with a non-profit agency, she 
served as the program director and was 
responsible for the supervision of staff, 
managing the budget, establishing program 
goals and overseeing six grants. All are 
skills which will benefit her as she accepts 
our position at Newark. 

Sara has been a member of the United 
Methodist Church since her confirmation 
twenty years ago. She has been extremely 
active with Chrysalis, an interdenom-
inational ministry for youth and young 
adults to foster spiritual renewal. She first 
became involved as a participant at 

We’ve FOUND her! 
Introducing Sara Shultz, NUMC’s new Minister of Spiritual Formation 

weekend retreats and later served on 
the Board of Directors for the Delmarva 
Chrysalis Community, along with 
various team positions for the retreats. 

Sara describes herself in the following 
statement. “I have a passion for the 
youth and am a mother of two toddler 
boys. Nothing brings me greater joy 
than watching young people serve the 
Lord and experiencing His love. I’ve 
spent most of my work experience 
working with youth and families 
outside of church, which is why I’m 
extremely interested in working in a 
church setting. I know the gaps within 
the community and schools, and I 
believe the church has a huge potential 
to fill that gap.” 

Sara believes in leading by example, 
having a vision, and developing a 
strategic path. She enjoys being part of 
a team, facilitating the work of others, 
and serving the Lord.  

We are pleased to welcome Sara to the 
NUMC family. She will begin her new 
position on May 15. Be sure to reach 
out to her and greet her as she helps 
our church forge a path forward in 
these important ministries. 

Bud Read 
Chair, SPRC 
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United Methodist Women 

GREEN Team and United Methodist Women say 
Thank You!!! 

Because of your generosity, the GREEN Team and 
United Methodist Women worked together to 
assemble 30 health kits for the Migrant and 
Seasonal Workers Program run by Westside 
Health—we even had enough items left to assemble 
more in the Fall!  

Thank you to all who contributed items, and thank 
you to all who helped put the kits together! 

Thoughts on Weight Control 

Some folks think that skipping 
breakfast might help them get a 
jump start on weight loss. A new 
research study suggests otherwise. 
The people in this study who ate 
healthy breakfasts managed their 
weight better than those who 
skipped breakfast. The study 
further suggests that eating a light 
dinner may help even more with 
weight maintenance. 

This research was published in The 
Journal of Nutrition and involved 
approximately 50,000 adults in the 
US and Canada. The study took 
place over seven years: several 

variables were associated with 
the ability to lose or maintain 
weight over this time. Those 
who had breakfast as their 
largest meal, a lighter lunch and 
dinner (or no dinner) and who 
kept snacking under control, 
fared best in keeping a healthy 
weight. 

Breakfast quality is a major 
factor in weight maintenance. If 
you enjoy breakfast, try to 
incorporate at least two of these 
in your morning meal: whole 
grains, fruits, vegetables or 
healthy fats. 
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The library has added many new books for children just in time for summer reading, or any 
time! There are books to share between parent and child—read and talk about the pictures 
together—just delightful! Following are a few of those recently acquired. 

 Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle. Little Blue Truck teaches a big important dump 
truck the value of friends and helping hands. Humorous illustrations accompany the 
story. 

 Little Loon by Fran Hodges. Young readers can trace the birth and first summer of a 
loon chick on a wilderness lake as the baby loon grows and discovers the world around 
her. Find out some intriguing facts about loons. Lavish full page colorful and detailed 
illustrations. 

 A Perfect Day by Lane Smith. A perfect day for awhile, but with an unexpected ending! 

 I Need a Hug by Aaron Blabey. Adorable tale about baby porcupine who wants a hug—
see the problem? Who gets a hug? (Hint—happy ending!) 

 The Scarecrow's Hat by Ken Brown. One swap after another leads Chicken on the 
errand to help her friend, Scarecrow. Children will enjoy the big, beautiful pictures and 
the repetition and refrain used in telling the story.  

 Too Many Carrots by Katy Hudson. Rabbit loves carrots, collects them and becomes 
overcome with them to the point that he is crowded right out of his home. Friends offer 
to help him when disaster strikes. But he learns that sharing makes everything better! 

 Festival of Colors by K. Sehgal and S. Sehgal. This lovely book illustrates the Indian 
festival of colors, Holi, celebrated during Spring. It symbolizes inclusiveness, new 
beginnings and the triumph of good over evil. Of course, there is singing, dancing, and 
feasting, promoting the feeling of community. 

Come in, parents and children, 
to see and browse among the many new books 

on display today! 

RECENT READS BOOK GROUP 
May 13 at 1pm in Bunting Library 

Come join us and hear about the 
books we have read and want to share 
with other readers!  

Join in the fellowship (and help eat 
the refreshments)! 
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June Go-Bags 

Outreach will assemble 250 go-bags early in 
June. We are asking for contributions of items 
needed. Please leave your donations in the 
Main Office before or on June 9, labeled 
OUTREACH. 

Needed: 
 microwaveable protein meals with flip-top 

lids 
 boxed (real) fruit juice 
 breakfast cereal bars 
 fruit cups 
 packaged cheese crackers (peanut butter- 

or cheese-filled) 
 desserts (cookies or single-serve pudding) 

Most needed item: microwaveable protein 
meals (such as Chef Boy-ar-dee pasta/meat 
meals) 

Lenten Offering 

If you haven't submitted your Lenten offering 
yet, it is still possible to do so. Just be sure to 
designate on the notation line of your check that 
it is for your Lenten offering, and write your 
envelope number.  

The final report for Lenten offerings will appear 
in the next issue of Parish Notes (June/July). 

Native American Ministries Sunday 
May 5 

On this Special Sunday in the United 
Methodist Church, our giving allows 
Native Americans to encounter, worship 
and serve Jesus while honoring and 
celebrating Native American culture.  
Native Americans—with many unique 
languages, many unique cultures—honor 
their heritage and live as Jesus-followers, led 
by a rotation of primarily Native American 
pastors.  

Donations to Native American Ministries 
Sunday are dedicated to missions that equip 
and empower Native American pastors, 
congregations and seminarians to do what 
only they can do: authentically worship and 
serve Jesus.  

When you support Native American 
Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary 
students who will honor and celebrate 
Native American culture in their ministries. 
And you empower congregations that are 
finding fresh new ways to minister to their 
communities with the love of Christ. 

There will be a Special Sunday giving 
envelope in the bulletin on May 5. 

If you wish to give to Native American 
Ministries online, please go to the NUMC 
Online Giving page and enter Native 
American Ministries under Optional. 

 

Thank you for your generous support  
of all NUMC missions! 

Outreach 

Gift from Lawson Trust 

The Outreach Team has received a gift of 
$10,000 from the Ann E. Lawson Trust.  

$8,000 will be donated to the Neighborhood 
House in Wilmington. Neighborhood House is 
a Christian-based non-profit organization 
providing programs for children in Wilmington. 
The funds from NUMC will be placed in a 
restricted account for scholarships for middle 
school students to attend Camp Pecometh for 
one week. 

The remaining $2,000 will be added to the 
Lenten offering for Habitat for Humanity. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill 
our monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room. We 
appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 9am 
on Thursday, May 23. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Thanks for pitching in! 

Our Troop 255 Boy Scouts 
leaders and one scout responded 
to the call from John Sullivan to 
help Alicea Cottom and her 
family move. This gift was 
greatly appreciated—thanks to 
all who participated! You have 
made a real difference. 

Annual Postal Workers Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 
Every year on the second Sunday in May, thousands of letter carriers all over the country 
collect non-perishable food items donated by the communities where they serve. These are 
used to help replenish various Food Bank shelves. Newark branch collects goods and 
distributes directly to the Food Bank. In the past, they have collected anywhere from 45 to 
60,00 pounds of food in Newark alone. Since the beginning of the program, letter carriers 
have collected over 1.6 billion pounds of food nationwide. 

So...now you have a better awareness of what is happening when you see the bags and the 
notice that appears at your mailbox early in May! Collection will take place on Saturday, 
May 11. Your Outreach Team encourages everyone to think about how the canned goods 
you donate will help our local Food Bank serve the needy in our area. 

THANK YOU! 

Bunting Library thanks all who 
contributed to the success of our annual 
Used Book Event this year—the ushers 
who passed out the bags for book 
donations; those who contributed their 
used books; those who helped set 
everything up in Memorial Lounge; those 
who came in, browsed and selected 
treasures; and those who helped take 
everything down and carry the left-overs 
to their destinations (A special thanks to 
the Wesley Foundation students for 
toting books up and down!). 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

June/July Parish Notes deadline: 5/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

2019 NUMC Women’s Retreat 
"Connecting to the Call” 

Connecting to the Call–We are called by God in many ways, for 
many purposes, each and every day. But do we hear, or see, or 
encourage one another in our calls? Come and join friends as we 
explore God’s mission for each of us, laugh and learn, and consider 
ways in which we may stop making excuses, answer God’s call in 
our own lives and support one another in fulfilling our mission as 
Christians.  

Dates: September 27-29, 2019 

Location: Camp Pecometh, Riverview Retreat Center 

Price (Two-night stay with five meals): TBA soon (2018 Retreat was about $200 per person) 

SPACE IS LIMITED! 

Commitments (with minimum $50 deposit) due by July 7, 2019. 

Email Lisa Gensel (lisaag24@hotmail.com) to sign up, or for more information.  

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
mailto:lisaag24@hotmail.com

