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 Lenten Midweek Dinner & Taize Worship—Wednesdays 
March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10 

6pm Dinner in Heritage Hall 
7pm Worship in the Chapel 

Your help is needed in making the dinners a success: please email Ned 
(nperwo@newark-umc.org) if you or your ministry team would like 
to provide food (soup, salad, bread) for one of these evening meals.   

Holy Week at NUMC 

 
4/14: Palm Sunday services  
 [Palm branches distributed at all services] 
8am:  Liturgical worship with Holy Communion 
9:30: Liturgical worship with Procession of the Palms  
 Carol Choir, Choristers & Chancel Choir 
11am: Contemporary Worship in Heritage Hall 
 SonSpirit Band & Singers 
 
4/18: Maundy Thursday service at 7pm in the Sanctuary 
 Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 
 
4/19: Good Friday Choral Tenebrae at 7pm (see above) 
 
4/21: Easter Sunday services  
8am:  Liturgical worship in the Sanctuary 
 Chamber Choir, Organ & Brass Quintet 
9:30: Liturgical worship in the Sanctuary 
 Carol Choir, Choristers, Chancel Choir, Organ & 
 Brass  Quintet 
11am: Contemporary Worship in Heritage Hall 
 SonSpirit Band & Singers 

From Thursday evening's Passover meal 
through Friday’s dark hours on the cross, the 
light of Christ continued to illuminate the 
Truth. 

With intense clarity, the Teacher was showing 
us by example the greatest lessons of his 
ministry: service, obedience, humility, and 
forgiveness. 

Through Christ, the full spectrum of God’s 
grace is reflected in beautiful hues upon our 
lives. 

Join the combined choirs of Head of Christiana 
Presbyterian, Calvary Baptist, New Ark UCC, 
and NUMC to experience this moving service, 
accompanied by chamber orchestra & piano.  

Good Friday  

Choral Tenebrae 
April 19, 7pm 

mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
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Lay Leaders:  
Richard Gaines 
Lisa Gensel  
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tina Blake    ext. 214 
 
Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 
 
Assistant Custodian 
Araceli Cira-Trujillo  ext. 227 
 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 

STAFF 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

Friends, this article by Joe Iovino for UMC.org 
speaks to the place we now find ourselves post-
General Conference: 

General Conference is over, what happens now? 

The commission did their work. A conference was held. 
Speeches were given. Delegates voted. Decisions were 
made. Now what? 

In the days following General Conference 2019, the desire 
to move ahead is alluring. Those happy with the decisions 
are ready for implementation. Those grieving the results 
are tempted to react rashly. 

At times like these, however, Scripture encourages us to 
pause, listen and actively wait for the Spirit’s guidance. 
As the hymn states, reflecting Psalm 46:10, “Be still, my 
soul: your God will undertake to guide the future, as in 
ages past” (“Be Still, My Soul” verse 2, UM Hymnal 534). 

At times, God calls us to pause.  

Sometimes God calls us to pause along the journey. 

Pause 

A good place to begin is simply to pause. 

During the Exodus, God led the people with a cloud. 
Some days the cloud of God’s presence moved and the 
people followed. Other days, the cloud did not move and 
neither did the Israelites. “At the Lord’s command, the 
Israelites would march,” the Bible tells us, “and at the 
Lord’s command, they would camp” (Numbers 9:18 
CEB). 

That may seem simple enough, but the author of 
Numbers helps us understand this wasn’t always as easy 
as it sounds. 

“Sometimes the cloud would be over the dwelling for a 
number of days,” Scripture continues, “so they would 
camp at the Lord’s command, marching again only at the 
Lord’s command.” 

Can you imagine? At this point in the story, the Israelites 
are a nation without a land. They’re camping in the Sinai 
Desert after fleeing Egypt where they were slaves. God 
has promised to lead them to a land of their own, but for 
days at a time God calls them to camp, to sit tight, to wait. 

For those of us who are doers, these pauses are 
frustrating. Just think of the last time you were stuck in 
traffic, sitting at an airport terminal waiting for a delayed 

-continued on p.3 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
http://UMC.org
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plane or placed on hold with a slow-moving 
government agency.  

We can see the goal. We have some idea about 
which direction we need to go. Can’t we just 
get going? 

Listen 

But this kind of waiting is different. It is an 
opportunity to listen to God, to hear that 
which we might miss in the noise of moving 
forward. 

Scripture tells us the prophet Elijah learned 
that God isn’t always where we expect to find 
God. The Lord, he says, wasn’t in the strong 
wind, earthquake or fire. Instead, Elijah met 
God in “a sound. Thin. Quiet.” traditionally 
translated as “a still, small voice” (1 Kings 
19:12). 

Through the psalmist, God commands, “Be 
still, and know that I am God!” (Psalm 46:10 
NRSV). 

In the words of the prophet Isaiah, God says, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; in 
quietness and in trust shall be your 
strength” (Isaiah 30:15 NRSV). 

Gospel writer Mark writes, “Early in the 
morning, well before sunrise, Jesus rose and 
went to a deserted place where he could be 
alone in prayer” before leading the disciples to 
the next place (Mark 1:35-39 CEB). 

Peace, rest, trust and direction are given to 
those who pause, listen and wait. 

Actively wait 

As United Methodists, we know that waiting for 
God is not something we do passively. 

In his sermon, “The Scripture Way of Salvation,” 
John Wesley writes about an active waiting. As 
we wait for God’s grace to mature us to 
sanctification, Wesley advises Methodists to 
engage in ministry. The things we do in service 
to our souls and our neighbors, what Wesley 
calls “works of piety” and “works of mercy” 
respectively, help prepare our hearts to hear God 
and follow the Spirit’s direction. 

“This is the way wherein God hath appointed 
His children to wait for complete salvation,” he 
writes (Sec. III, ¶ 9-10). 

In this season, maybe that is our call as the 
people called United Methodists. May we take 
time to pause, listen and actively wait for the 
Spirit’s leading. 

I encourage us all to pause, listen and actively 
wait on the Lord, wait on the decision of the 
Judicial Council and wait on the movement of 
the progressive churches in our denomination. 

Whatever our future holds, we know who holds 
our future. 

The God who holds our future, holds all of us. 

Loves all of us. 

Accepts all of us and includes all of us. 

Hang in there!   

-Pastor Tina 

Our Welcome Statement 

Newark United Methodist Church is a 
congregation with open hearts, open minds, 
and open arms. 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior, regardless of your race, ethnicity, 
age, gender identity, sexual orientation, social 
or economic status, physical and mental ability, 
or religious affiliation. We are all God’s beloved 
children. 

From the Pastor’s Desk, continued— 



4 

 
W

E
S

L
E

Y
/E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
 9:30am:   Teachables (Samuel Wesley Rm) 

 

11:00am: Trying Christians (Memorial Lounge) 

4/7: When Christians Get It Wrong, a book/DVD 
study by Adam Hamilton (led by Pat Pheris) 
4/14: Environmental Ethics (led by Roland Roth) 
4/28  What Comedians Can Say that Prophets Can’t 
(led by Rev. George Tigh) 

Join us on 
Sundays! 

 

The Wesley Foundation is looking for sponsors for Brunch Angels. 
There is a sign-up outside the Wesley Lounge. 

Wesley Foundation—Brunch Angels 

Our Dino-mite Spring Social and Book Fair was a stomping, chomping, and roaring good 
time and we hope you enjoyed it too! We were able to raise funds that will help purchase 
supplies and materials as well as earn new books for our classrooms! Thank you for your 
generous donations and attendance to the social and book fair. This event is our main 
fundraiser and we could not have had such success without your help!  

Space is still available for the 2019-2020 school year! 

Do you know someone who is interested in touring the preschool? Please pass our 
information along to anyone who may be interested in any of the programs that Newark 
Methodist Preschool has to offer! Contact the preschool office for details.  

As a reminder, the Preschool will be closed for Spring Break from April 18-26 and will 
reopen on Monday, April 29.  

 

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754 / tsharp@newark-umc.org / Newark United Methodist Church 
69 East Main Street  

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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NUMC Church Music Scholar Program:  

Training Church Musicians of the Future 

(last of a series) 

Brett Izsa 

I was immediately attracted to NUMC upon learning of the thriving 
music program here. It is certainly not everywhere where the church 
choir floats around 30 active members. This is but a dream for most 
people who have any type of career in the world of church music. 
Likewise, the attention to detail in planning service music, selecting 
anthems, and working with liturgy is exceptional at NUMC. 
Additionally, I've come to hold Music Factory quite near and dear to 
my heart. The musical opportunity that is provided to our students is 
greatly significant, and one I believe many will value for the duration 
of their lives. All of which is to say that music is alive and well here at 
NUMC!  

My primary position at NUMC is Choral Assistant/Accompanist. My 
work here encompasses a great variety of skillsets including assisting 
with securing guest instrumentalists from UD, accompanying the 
choir in rehearsal and in services, conducting the choir on occasion, 
leading sung responses, and occasionally appearing at the organ 
bench.  

The variety in my position here keeps me on my toes, and leaves me 
excited for each coming week. I also have the privilege of working 
with my fellow choral scholars. The quality of our program here 
keeps me excited to get out of bed on Sunday mornings—I’m always 
looking forward to returning. 

First State Ringers would like to 
formally thank the family of Lisa and 
Ken Barner for their generous donation 
of the fifth octave “add-on” of bass 
chimes and the rack they sit on. Bass 
chimes add a beautiful dimension to 
our handbell music and we truly 
appreciate the Barnes family! You may 
have seen these large chimes at the 
Ministry Fair on February 24. FSR 
already has a complete lineup of 
concerts for December, 2019.  

Like us on Facebook!    
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Recommendations for Older Adults from the Mayo Clinic 

Flu: Vaccination is recommended for all ages and is needed annually. 

Shingles: Shingrix, a newer, more effective vaccine, preferred by Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, is recommended for adults 50 and older. 
Those who have had Zostavax in the past also should be vaccinated with 
Shingrix. 

Tetanus and diptheria: A booster shot is recommended every 10 years. If you 
have a deep or dirty wound, you should have a booster after 5 years. Vaccine 
Tdap also includes whooping cough and is recommended as a one-time 
vaccination. This is generally not serious in adults, but adults can carry and 
spread it to infants, for whom it may be life-threatening. 

Pneumoccocal disease: Adults 65 and older should receive one or two 
pneumococcal vaccines. The judgment as to whether you should receive one 
or two of the vaccines will be made by your physician, who also will manage 
the sequence, if two vaccines are in order. 

Bunting Library News 

Five new mysteries by local author Charles Todd have been added to our 
section of books by local authors—we know they will be snapped up by loyal 
fans of this mother/son writing team. Four of these provocative mysteries 
feature his protagonist, introspective hero of post-WWI, Inspector Ian 
Rutledge: A Fearsome Doubt, Legacy of the Dead, Search the Dark and 
Watchers of Time. Todd is also the author of the Bess Crawford mystery 
series—Bess, a nurse during the period of WWI, is featured in A Casualty of 
War. These 5 new Todd books will help round out both of the popular Todd 
series that the library continues to build. 

An author new to our collection, Sarah Sundin, has set her stories during the 
period of WWII. We have two of her books: The Sea Before Us and The Sky 
Above Us. These are not mysteries, but the combination of dramatic history 
and interesting characters will keep you turning the pages to find out what 
happens next, and next, and... 

 
What's next for Bunting Library? 

Plan to visit the 
Annual Book Event 
in Memorial Lounge 

the week of 
April 28 – May 5. 

Books for all ages and interests are FREE— 
but we welcome your donations! 
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Congregation in Action 

When 2 or More Are Gathered… 

In Matthew 18:20, Jesus says that wherever 
two or three are together in his name, He is in 
the midst of them – sounds like community-
building activities bringing people together 
are part of the prescription for building 
disciples for Christ! Check out the gathering 
opportunities coming soon, and be sure to 
invite neighbors and friends! More 
information about each of the following 
events will be in the May newsletter…save 
the dates and stay tuned! 

Sunday, June 23: Gather at noon for the 
annual church family picnic at White Clay 
Creek State Park. Always uplifting 
fellowship, fun, and great food at this pot-
luck picnic!  

Sunday, July 14, 1:30 pm: Family fun at a 
Wilmington Blue Rocks baseball game! 
Shaded block seating for $9/person. Be 
sure to wear your red NUMC t-shirt so 
that we stand out in the crowd!  

Saturday, August 24: Enjoy fellowship and 
food with our church family AND UD’s 
new students! Incoming students 
(especially the freshmen!) and their 
families are always happy for a delicious 
break from moving into their residence 
halls and they are relieved to know there 
is a welcoming church on Main Street. 
Congregation in Action will provide 
hotdogs and we’ll need hospitality plus 
salads and desserts from YOU!  

Outreach 

Native American Ministries Sunday 
Sunday, May 5 

On this Special Sunday in the United 
Methodist Church, our giving allows 
Native Americans to encounter, worship 
and serve Jesus while honoring and 
celebrating Native American culture.  
Native Americans—with many unique 
languages, many unique cultures—honor 
their heritage and live as Jesus-followers, led 
by a rotation of primarily Native American 
pastors.  

Donations to Native American Ministries 
Sunday are dedicated to missions that equip 
and empower Native American pastors, 
congregations and seminarians to do what 
only they can do: authentically worship and 
serve Jesus.  

When you support Native American 
Ministries Sunday, you equip seminary 
students who will honor and celebrate 
Native American culture in their ministries. 
And you empower congregations that are 
finding fresh new ways to minister to their 
communities with the love of Christ. 

There will be a Special Sunday giving 
envelope in the bulletin on May 5. 

If you wish to give to Native American 
Ministries online, please go to the NUMC 
Online Giving page and enter Native 
American Ministries under Optional. 

Thank you for your generous support of all 
NUMC missions! 

Recent Reads Book Group 
 We will be meeting from 1–2pm in the 
Bunting Library on Monday, April 8. 

Our group is growing, and we would love 
to have you come join us for a delightful 
hour in fellowship with like-minded folks 
who love books. Discuss and hear about 
books just read, enjoy refreshments, and 
gab together! 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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NUMC Continues to Save Trees! 

The saying goes: “Out of sight, out of mind”.  

That might be case for many members with respect to the solar panel installation that sits atop the 
flat roof of our Education Wing. This article is to remind us that we as a congregation are striving 
to be good stewards of God’s earth and its environment as well as NUMC’s resources. NUMC 
produces electricity from a renewable source to provide a portion of our building’s energy 
requirements. 

Even though you can’t see it, we do have a photovoltaic solar energy system that sits on the flat 
roof of the Education Wing generating a portion of the electrical energy we consume. The 31 kW 
system generates about 20% of our electrical energy usage and produces electricity cost savings 
for us. During FY17/18, the system saved the congregation about $5800 in electrical purchases. 

The system also spins off Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs) that we are able to sell to 
Delmarva Power. This past fall, the Trustees participated in a SREC auction, and our bid price 
offering of $26.37/SREC for a 20-year contract was accepted. This is a 5x increase in price 
compared to the $5.50/SREC that we had been getting for sales on the 
SRECTrade spot market. The sale of SRECs will generate an additional 
~$1000/year income. 

In addition to energy cost savings, the system also helps the 
environment. By not burning fossil fuels, last year the system reduced 
CO2 emissions with a carbon offset equal to about 25 tons. That is the 
equivalent to saving about 650 trees. 

As part of the Safety and Security Team’s ongoing review of our 
facility and procedures, the committee has learned that reducing the 
number of entry points can greatly enhance our ability to monitor and 
secure the building. Presently on Monday through Friday, the Welcome Center is the only 
open entry point into the building. And beginning May 5, there will be a change in the 
number of doors that you can use to enter the church for Sunday worship.  

From that date on, entrance into the church for Sunday worship will be available only through 
the Welcome Center, Main Street and handicap-accessible entrances. We no longer will be 
unlocking the Marble Entrance, Cokesbury Lobby double doors, or the side Chapel entrance. 
This change will allow us to better monitor fewer entry points, and to more quickly respond 
should the building need to be locked down. 

We understand this change may pose an inconvenience for some people. However, we feel 
this change is a small step toward improving Sunday security. It is important to note that 
ALL of the church doors will continue to be available at all times as a way to EXIT the 
building.  

New signage has been placed at the Marble Entrance, Cokesbury Lobby, and Chapel doors 
informing users that the door is for exit purposes only. 

Please contact Rob Cappiello in the NUMC business office (rcappiello@newark-umc.org) if 
you have any questions. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Church Entrance Doors 

file:///C:/Users/bhutchins/Downloads/rcappiello@newark-umc.org
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Join us for Easter Sunday—April 21 

Christ is Risen— 

He is risen indeed! 
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Who Wants to Go to Vermont this Summer? YOU????  

The dates and place for the Adult Mission Trip are set: Saturday/Sunday August 17 & 18 
to Saturday August 24 in West Berlin, VT! We'll be staying at McKenzie House while 

 serving the local community, 
 enjoying local attractions, 
 worshiping together, 
 getting to know one another better, and 
 spending time in self- reflection. 

Curious? Possibly interested? Even a tiny bit? Our next planning meeting is Wednesday, 
4/24 from 6:15 to 6:45pm in Memorial Lounge. Come join us for more details, or contact 
the trip organizer, Bruce Yost, in any of the ways listed below. 

Feel free to invite family and friends! The more the merrier!!!! 

Sincerely, Bruce Yost 

Email:  bbryost3@gmail.com 
Home:  484-508-8327 (preferred) 
Cell:  302-528-7775 

Remember last time? (from our August, 2016 issue)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check in with the folks on our most recent Adult Mission team! 

Adult Mission Team 2016 

Welcome Home! 

Tom Constantino—Karen DeMonte—
JoAnne Deshon—Mark Deshon— 

Don Muyskens—Phyllis Muyskens—
Todd Smith—Chelsea Spyres— 

Matt Stauffer—Tracy Thomas— 

Bruce Yost 

 

http://www.centralvermontmission.org
mailto:bbryost3@gmail.com
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The ALTAR GUILD Needs YOU! 

The Altar Guild prepares the sanctuary for worship each week. 
Teams of two take turns, usually on a Saturday morning, to work for 
about an hour, sharing in the following duties:  

 polish and set out the offering plates 
 check pews (attendance pads, tidy hymnals and Bibles in the 

racks) 
 post hymn numbers 
 set out the flowers (arrangements delivered by Kirk's Flowers) 

We DEARLY need more members on the Altar Guild, as we have 
recently lost two people. Most of the teams are married couples, 
which works out very nicely. Duty would only be about once a 
month, and if you were to find that you had to change your 
scheduled week, there is always a switch that can be made with 
another pair. 

Please consider this as a part of your service to the church. Just now, duty is once 
a month. However, an increase in Altar Guild membership would mean duties 
could be scheduled less often.   

For further information, contact Janet King in the Main Office, 368-8774.  

Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill 
our monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room. We 
appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 9am 
on Thursday, April 18. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

May Parish Notes deadline: 4/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

NUMC Choristers-Ash Wednesday 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

