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 Join us for Community & Worship this Advent 

Please join us Wednesday evenings during Advent 
for a special contemplative service and dinner— 

Nov. 28,  Dec. 5, Dec. 12, Dec. 19 
Dinner @ 6pm in Heritage Hall 
Service @ 7pm in the Chapel

Carols Old and New 
Arranged by Neil Harmon & David Willcocks 
 

NUMC Carol Festival 
Sunday, December 16 at 3pm 

Chancel Choir, Choristers, First State Ringers, 
Winds, Harp, Organ & Piano 

Greening the Church— 
Join us on December 1 at 9am! 

We all know that the church looks beautiful 
decorated for Christmas. What you may not know 
is how much work it takes to place all the 
decorations throughout the church, from Welcome 
Center to Cokesbury Lobby to Heritage Hall to the 
Chancel. But many hands can make light work! 
Please come be a part of the decorating process this 
year on Saturday, 12/1 at 9am, as the Worship 
team sponsors a decorating work day. 

We'll hang wreaths and greens, set up trees and 
other decorations, and enjoy each other's company 
while doing so. Then, during the services on 
December 2, the church will celebrate with a litany 
and prayers surrounding the Greening of the 
Church and the final decorations will be placed. 
Think how much joy we can all share knowing we 
shared in making the church look glorious to 
celebrate Christ's birth! 

Lisa Gensel 
In the role of “Tree” 

We have 
Christmas Eve 
services for 
everyone! 
 
See p.12 for 
details 
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Lay Leaders:  
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Lisa Gensel  
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tina Blake    ext. 214 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Wesley Foundation Admin Assistant 
Brooke Michael   ext.216 
 
Facility Coordinator 
Ernie Schofield   ext. 227 
 
Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

As we begin to think about Christmas and 
share the Christmas story, I found this little 
exercise that is fun for the children and the 
young at heart. I hope you enjoy it and I 
pray you have a blessed Christmas and a 
very happy new year! 

A is for an angel, Gabriel, who began the story with a 
greeting: “Good evening! You’re beautiful with God’s 
beauty, Beautiful inside and out! God be with you!” Luke 
1.28, The Message. 
B is for Bethlehem, where our story takes place. People 
traveled from far and wide to arrive in the city; it was a 
very busy place. 
C is for a census (that’s a counting of all the people), the 
reason so many people filled the city of Bethlehem. 
D is for the donkey that carried a family on their long 
journey to Bethlehem to be counted. 
E is for exhausted: that’s how everyone felt when they 
arrived – tired from all the travelling. 
F is for family: Mary and Joseph and their new baby Jesus, 
who was born that night in Bethlehem. 
G is for the Good News about to be shared with all the 
earth. This is what was said: “There were sheepherders 
camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches 
over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them 
and God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a 
great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, 
worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a 
Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to 
look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a 
manger.” At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic 
choir singing God’s praises: Glory to God in the heavenly 
heights, Peace to all men and women on earth who please 
him. As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the 
sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as 
fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed 
to us.” Luke 2:8-16 The Message.  
H is for herds, all the animals that were present in the 
stable, and the flocks of sheep in the field with the 
shepherds when they heard the good news. 
I is for our imaginations, stirred by this story! 
J is for joy the excitement and happiness that a new baby, 
and now, this special night, brings. 
K is for kindness, shown by the innkeeper that night, 
allowing a tired family to stay in the stable when there was 
no room in the inn. 

-continued on p3 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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First State Ringers - 2018 Holiday Concert Series 

Saturday December 1, 10:30am & 11:30am  
Christmas In Odessa  
Old St Paul's Church*, 506 High St, Odessa DE  
* not wheelchair accessible   
  
Sunday, December 2, 2:00pm  
Bear Library, 101 Governor’s Place, Bear DE  
  
Wednesday, December 5, 7:00pm  
Newark Free Library, 750 Library Ave, Newark DE  
  
Saturday, December 8, 1:00pm 
Newark Free Library, 750 Library Ave, Newark DE  
  
Saturday, December 8, 4:30pm 
Kingswood United Methodist Church, 300 Marrows Rd, Newark DE  
  
Tuesday, December 11, 7:00pm  
Cecil County Elkton Library, 301 Newark Ave, Elkton MD 
  
Sunday, December 16, 3:00pm 
Newark UMC Dept of Music Concert  
Newark United Methodist Church, 69 E. Main St, Newark DE 
  
Tuesday, December 18, 7:30pm  
Brandywine Hundred Library, 1300 Foulk Rd, Wilmington DE   
  
Saturday, December 22, 11:00am  
Kirkwood Library, 6000 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington DE 

From the Pastor’s Desk, con’t— 

L is for the love we share with one another all through the year and especially at Christmas. 
M is for the manger. It is usually used to hold food for animals, but this time it held the baby 
Jesus because he had no crib. 
N is for Noel, another word for Christmas. It means new birth—that’s what happened in our 
story, and what happens every year. 
O is for offering. There were many gifts for the baby; we even have some to offer today! 
P is for prayer, praise and pondering—all different ways people reacted to the amazing thing 
that happened. 
Q is for quiet, the deep peace that Christmas brings, knowing that God is with us. 
R is for revelation, God showing us who God is (in a little baby born one night). 
S is for one special star that shone bright in the night showing wise ones the way to Jesus. 
T is for trust, the confidence we have in God. 
U is for unity: all different people brought together as we celebrate God’s love! 
V is for vulnerable: a little child needs to be cared for, protected. That’s our job. 
W is for wonder—our amazement at the beauty of how much God loves us. 
X is for Xmas. The X is actually a symbol for Christ—it is the first letter of the Greek word. 
Y is for You! Christ came for you. 
Z is for zeal, the passion with which we share the Good News and God’s love, today and 
every day. 

Peace, Pastor Tina 
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NUMC Youth Group 

Our Youth Group will be meeting on December 9. We will 
have a potluck Christmas party and wrap Angel Tree gifts.  

Please email Julia Peoples (juleskabob@gmail.com) to let her 

know if you can be there, and what you will bring for the 

potluck. If you’re unable to bring something, plan to come 

anyway—we want to have you there! 

 
 

Trying Christians  
(Sundays, 11:00am in Memorial Lounge) 

• 12/2: Jesus and the Gospels, a Great Courses DVD study (led by Mark Deshon) 
• 12/9, 16: Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph (led by Diane Kelly) 
• 12/23 (beginning at 10:30): Annual Christmas Brunch with combined Adult Sunday 

School classes (organized by Lora Lee Harget) 
 
• 1/6: Jesus and the Gospels, a Great Courses DVD study (led by Mark Deshon) 
• 1/13, 20: Our Spiritual Journeys: Events and Recalibration (led by Roland Roth) 
• 1/27: Jesus and the Gospels, a Great Courses DVD study (led by Mark Deshon) 

Children’s Sunday School 

Thank you to all of you who have agreed to help fill the 
teacher rolls.  Our team—and our children—appreciate you. 

We would like to make sure that each classroom has 6 
assigned teachers, which means we need a few more. In 
addition, in order to meet the Safe Sanctuaries criteria, we 
need people to agree to help staff the nursery—no teaching 

is involved there beyond numbers and letters, and you get to play with trains and cars. 

If teaching (or building with blocks) is one of your gifts—or if you’re just eager to help 
our young persons by sharing this special hour on Sunday with them—please contact 
Dave Timmons (dtimm65344@aol.com) or anyone on the Christian Education team.  

If you aren’t able to help on Sunday mornings, we will find a way for you to help make a 
difference in these young lives… 

No matter your situation, we hope that everyone who reads this will add this important 
ministry to your prayer list for the coming year. Thank you, and praise God for your 
loving presence, whether in-person or virtual! 

mailto:juleskabob@gmail.com
mailto:dtimm65344@aol.com
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THANK YOU to everyone who baked and bought for 
the Wesley Bake Sale! We appreciate your support. 

Brunch Angels 

Our Wesley Foundation is looking for sponsors for 
Brunch Angels for the spring semester—we so greatly 
appreciate your help! A sign-up sheet is posted 
outside the Wesley Lounge. 

 

The Sub Sale is coming! 

The Wesley Foundation Sub Sale is coming up on February 3! Look for 
order forms in January’s Sunday bulletins.  

Wesley Foundation 

Newark Methodist Preschool families, children and staff had much to 
offer the community during the holiday season. Due solely to their 
generosity we were able to make this holiday season more enjoyable 
for those less fortunate. Gifts were given to boys and girls by way of 
the Angel Tree. A holiday food drive was hosted for the Newark 
Area Welfare Committee (NAWC). And preschool children created 
handmade ornaments that adorned a tree showcased in the Festival 
of Trees to support Delaware Hospice.  

Winter Bazaar Vendor & Craft Fair  

On November 24, the doors of NUMC were open to the public to shop and peruse the 
talents of various local crafters and vendors at our second annual Winter Bazaar.  It is 
with the help of the church and preschool staff that this event was such a success and 
we thank you immensely! We look forward to next year’s event where we hope to 
encourage every crafter, vendor and baker to come out and showcase their talents.  

2019 Registration/Open House 

As we look ahead to the new year, we will begin inviting prospective families and 
students to attend our January open houses which will be held on Tuesday, 11/15 (6:30–
8pm) and Wednesday, 11/16 (10-11:30am). Please feel free to communicate the open 
house information to friends and family looking for preschool opportunities for 
children ages 2-Pre-K. 

Pre-registration for current preschool and church members begins 1/29–2/2. Community 
registration begins February 4. 
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Outreach 

Books Needed! 

Our Newark Empowerment Center (NEC) 
has a continuing need for books for all 
ages. Children’s books are in particularly 
great demand. Clients also like to receive 
Bibles. 

The Outreach Team will be collecting 
books for Newark Manor Nursing Home. 
Large-print books are appreciated. We 
also are collecting 2019 calendars and 
hope to have 60 calendars to donate. 

Please leave your items in a labeled bag in 
the main office. Questions? Contact Mary 
Alice Hinerman. 

Thank you for your help! 

Special Giving Sunday: January 20 
Human Relations Day 

Human Relations Day (the Sunday before the national observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
birthday) strengthens United Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and Puerto 
Rico, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk youth. 
Donations toward this Special Giving Sunday are combined with donations from Methodists 
everywhere to strengthen United Methodist community outreach to those living on the margins 
of society by nurturing at-risk youth, supporting communities’ self-improvement efforts and 
advocating for the oppressed. Examples include: 

• An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local gang 
• A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas 
• An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration and looking for work 

If you wish to give to Human Relations Day online, please go to the NUMC Online Giving Web 
Page http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/ and type in Human Relations Day under Other 
Donations. Or use one of the Special Giving envelopes included in the bulletin on Sunday, January 
20 to give cash or a check. Please put your envelope number on the Special Giving envelope and 
write Human Relations Day in the check memo line. 
Remember, 100% of your donation will go directly to human relations projects. 
Thank you for your special giving donations throughout the year! God bless you. 

Outreach Thanks You! 

The OUTREACH team wants to 
thank everyone who contributed 
to the 250 Go-Bags we were able 
to assemble and present to the 
Newark Empowerrment Center 
this Fall.  

The generosity of the NUMC 
congregation is an amazing and 
wonderful reality that keeps our 
mission work alive.  

THANK YOU! 

Remember Your Angel Tree Gifts! 

If you are an Angel Tree gift-giver, please remember to 
bring your unwrapped gifts to Cokesbury Lobby on 
Sunday, 12/2. They will be wrapped and mailed to the 
children on Sunday, 12/9. 
We are grateful for your help in making this Christmas 
more joyful for the children of prisoners and their families. 

http://umcgiving.org/hrd
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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NUMC’s Ruth Nicholls received a letter from a former member of NUMC. He and his wife 
now live in Beaufort, NC, part of the area devastated by Hurricane Michael. While their 
house sustained minor damage, he describes the dire situation of many others and the help 
that UMCOR is providing. If you ever wondered about how your dollars for UMCOR 
disaster funds are spent, you will feel good about that after reading this letter. 

Many people are homeless from wind, rain and flooding. One 
low-income apartment complex here in town lost 111 of 113 
units. Green Serv-Pro trucks are here from as far away as St. 
Louis. Same for the Red Cross. 

The churches are the first responders here. The Methodists and 
the Baptists are doing amazing work to aid those who have been 
hit hardest. For the first two weeks, the Methodist Church ran a 
“Free Store” out of the Sunday School building, distributing 
free food, cleaning and sanitary supplies until the two grocery 
stores were able to reopen. UMCOR has been amazing, sending 
truckloads of supplies and equipment and people to work on 
rehab. 

We are now in the rehab phase. The Methodist church 
(UMCOR) has set up a schedule for the next 3 months, bringing 
in teams of volunteers from all over the US to help us out. The 
teams are typically 5-8 people and they stay 5-7 days each, 
sleeping on folding beds in our Sunday School rooms and 
cooking in our church kitchen. They install blue tarps on roofs, 
sweep out mud from flooded homes, knock out mildew-ridden 
drywall and saw trees off of homes. One crew from the 
Hagerstown area was here last week and were all experienced 
wood cutters. They brought a big trailer full of chainsaws and a 
separate flatbed trailer with an industrial front-end loader. They 
were kept very busy removing trees from houses. So far we have 
had volunteers from western Maryland, West Virginia, western 
Virginia, Tenn., Georgia and Missouri. This week we have a 
team from the Pacific NW, including Washington, Oregon and 
California. All volunteers, coordinated by NC UMCOR. 

Hurricane Michael, Category 6, was the most intense hurricane ever to hit the US, the most 
expensive and deadly, and the largest in diameter. We know that this is not the only area 
in our country to be suffering from disaster right now. But know this: UMCOR is always a 

first responder to disaster, not only here in the US, but around the globe. Our dollars and 
volunteers bring help and hope to those people and places in need such as we are seeing 
on an almost daily basis right now. Our dollars are at work around this country and 
around the world—our dollars—100% of which go to the actual work of UMCOR—they 

count! 

-Janet King 

Praise for UMCOR 
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Recent Reads Book Group 

Enjoy a warm winter visit with fellow readers! 

We will be meeting from 1–2pm in the Bunting 
Library on Monday, December 10 and Monday, 

January 14. 

Please join us as we share books, fellowship, fun 
and refreshments! 

Bunting Library News 

We have entered the Advent Season, that 
time of great expectancy in the church year 
leading to the celebration of Christ's birth. 
Our library has dozens of new Christmas 
books for readers of all ages—for children 
and adults and all areas of interest—fiction, 
non-fiction, spiritual. There are also many 
old favorites that we display only at this 
time of year. You can find books for family 
activities, traditions, crafts, and Christmas 
cooking, as well! 

This also brings us to the Winter season that 
follows into the New Year. Children will 
find many books to enjoy on those cold, 
windy (even snowy) days. And adults can 

find lots of books to cozy up with on a cold 
day when you want to just stay inside and 
read, perhaps accompanied with a favorite 
hot beverage, as well. 

We invite you, as always, to come in and 
browse the latest additions, as well as old 
favorites, that this library offers to all. 
Bunting Library has many treasures to offer, 
and is, indeed, a treasure itself. It is a joy to 
just come into the library to browse, to sit 
and read, or do other work. Its cozy and 
welcoming atmosphere can be enjoyed all 
the day long—we are open all the time that 
the church is open! 

  Come into YOUR library—you are very welcome! 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP 

Sponsored by the Committee on 
Lay Leadership 
Led by Pastor Tina 
January 13 from 2-4pm 
 
Come learn how to identify your special gifts and how to 
use them to further our mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 

February 24 @ 10:30am 
Come find a place to serve! 

ONE SERVICE ONLY THIS DAY 
@ 9:30am 

Sponsored by the Committee on 
Lay Leadership 
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Great Family Fun &  

Fellowship Times Ahead! 

(Be sure to invite friends & neighbors!) 

• Saturday, 1/26, 2pm: NUMC will have a 
block of chair-back seating to cheer on 
the University of Delaware Men’s 

Basketball Team. The Blue Hens are off 
to a great start this season (4-1), so it’s 
sure to be an exciting game against 
Drexel University! Tickets are $10 each. 
You can reserve your tickets starting 
Sunday, 1/6 (between services) or by 
sending an e-mail to Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com). We must have 
your reservations no later than Sunday, 
1/20. 

• Saturday, 2/2, 6pm: Family Feud & 
Finger Food. Start organizing your team 
of 5 people now to compete in this 
evening of fun! Team sign-ups will take 
place in January. Then bring finger food 
to share and get ready for lots of 
laughter! 

Since 2012, our congregation has been working hard to fulfill its commitment to 
Renewing Our Foundation at Newark United Methodist Church. December 2018 marks 
the end of our second three-year pledge campaign.  

We appreciate the incredible generosity we have seen from members of the 
congregation who have gone above and beyond to make both 
campaigns a success. As the calendar winds down, please take a 
moment to review your commitment to both the ROF1 and ROF2 
pledge campaigns. If you have not already done so, please take this 
opportunity to catch up any missing contributions and plan for to 
fulfill your commitment by December 31.  

Please make sure your contribution clearly indicates whether it is for 
your pledge to ROF1 or ROF2. If you have questions regarding your 
pledge, please contact Rob Cappiello in the business office 
(rcappiello@newark-umc.org). 

Help Your Family: Plan Ahead 

Arranging for a loved one’s funeral can be 
an onerous task, as you want to make certain 
that you are honoring the wishes of the 
deceased as you are likely dealing with grief 
yourself. Be kind to those who will have that 
responsibility when it is time for them to 
celebrate your life!   

Mark your calendar to join us in Heritage 
Hall at 12:30pm on Sunday, 3/24, for a soup 
and bread lunch and excellent guidance 
from Anne Rowan, a professional with 
McCrery & Harra Funeral Home. Anne will 
help with the important question of “How 
do you want to be remembered?” Topics will 
include tips for obituary writing, eulogies 
(what to say and what not to say), legal 
aspects such as how to handle the remains of 
a veteran, typical costs, pre-payment 
options, donating your body to science, as 
well are burial and cremation options. Your 
family will be so grateful to you for planning 
ahead…and you will be able to focus on 
your transition to eternal life with Jesus. 

Congregation in Action 

Renewing Our Foundation (ROF) 

mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org
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It's December! It's Cookie Time!!!! 

Look for the annual United Methodist 
Women's Home Baked Christmas Cookie 
sale on December 9! The cookies will be 
available in Cokesbury Lobby and/or the 
Welcome entrance at 9 and 10:30. It’s only 
$10.00 for a fun, yummy filled container--
you can enjoy them with family and 
friends and help the UMW with missions 
locally and globally. Thank you for your 
support! 

January is just around the corner: 
UMW’s Muffin and Roll Sale!!! 

Here’s another delicious way to help the 
United Methodist Women raise funds for 
missions! There will be delicious rolls, an 
assortment of yummy muffins, and other 
baked goods for sale in Cokesbury Lobby 
on January 20. Look for us at 9 and 10:30. 
Thank you for your generous support! 

Update on School Supplies and Cleaning Buckets Collections 

Your generosity when donating to our collections and supporting our 
fundraisers helps people in so many ways! 

• School supplies donated in August were part of the 102 UMCOR school 

kits assembled in October. 

• Cleaning Bucket supplies collected in May are helping people affected 

by hurricanes in so many areas. 

• Fundraiser donations helped us buy supplies to help with the 129 

UMCOR hygiene kits assembled in October. 

Look for more updates on how your generosity is helping us to help people 
here in Newark, Wilmington, around the state, across the US and all around 
the world.  
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Tender Loving Christians (TLC) 

Just in case you didn't get a chance to participate in the Angel 
Tree Project, there continues to be an opportunity for you to 
make a difference in the life of a family. Throughout the year, 
TLC (Tender Loving Christians) provides meals for those coming 
home from the hospital. Additionally, we "adopt" a family 
needing some extra blessings at Christmas.   

If you would like to join our TLC team, either for this one time of 
giving or to be added to the list of amazing cooks, please let me 
know. I make the delivery a few days before Christmas--please 

connect with me by December 10. 

Bless you! 

Carol Thompson (carol.thompson4@comcast.net) 

Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill 
our monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room. We 
appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 9am 
on Thursday, December 20 and 
Thursday, January 17. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Our Little Food Cupboard... 

The Food Cupboard at the church is open one 
hour a day from 2-3pm. It is run by the 
Newark Area Welfare Committee (NAWC) 
and serves the needs of local Newark families. 
Many times throughout the year, the 
congregation of Newark United Methodist 
Church, along with other local partners, 
answers the call to stock the shelves.  

In addition to food items, the church 
congregation graciously donates the space at 
NUMC that allows the Food Cupboard to 
reach families in need. In 2017, a total of 285 
families (756 individuals) received food from 
the NAWC. As a member of our congregation, 
and as the NUMC Business Manager, I would 
like to thank everyone who makes this 
outreach a success. 

Rob Cappiello    

Giving from our Abundance 

mailto:carol.thompson4@comcast.net


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

February Parish Notes deadline: 1/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Christmas Eve at Newark UMC—All are welcome! 
 

 

4pm Family Service (Sanctuary)  

Young choirs singing, children’s sermon for the young 
at heart, and carols sung by all 

7pm SonSpirit Contemporary Service (Heritage Hall) 

Readings and carols with the SonSpirit Band & Singers 

9pm Lessons & Carols (Sanctuary)  

Chancel Choir, organ & Brass Quintet 

11pm Lessons & Carols (Sanctuary)  

Communion; soloists & Brass Quintet 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

