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Blessing of the Animals: 

October 7, 2pm (side yard) 

The Blessing celebrates the 
important place that pets hold in 
our lives, reminding us of the 
wonder of God's creation and our 
role as stewards of the earth and 
all of its creatures.  

Don’t miss this lovely event for 
our community—tell your two-
legged friends, and join us on the 
church lawn that Sunday with 
your whole menagerie! 

Highlights this Month 

Learn how you can be part of our online family. 

Learn how to share with the community all the great work 
NUMC is doing. 

Learn about privacy settings. We’ll teach you how to secure 
your accounts. 

Learn how to watch our 9:30 worship service when you 
can’t be in church. 

Give us a chance to convince you! You have 
questions, we have answers! 



302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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Lay Leaders:  
Richard Gaines 
Lisa Gensel  
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tina Blake    ext. 214 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

Matthew 19:13-15 The Message (MSG) 

“One day children were brought to Jesus in 
the hope that he would lay hands on them 
and pray over them. The disciples shooed 
them off. But Jesus intervened: “Let the 
children alone, don’t prevent them from coming to me. 
God’s kingdom is made up of people like these.” 

Greetings! 

I can’t believe that fall is just around the corner. Before we 
know it, we will be overtaken by an abundance of color as 
the leaves move from green to various shades of orange, 
yellow and red. God is so good! 

God has been so good to Newark United Methodist 
Church, as well. We are bursting with energy as our 
ministries emerge in full force. On any given day it is not 
unusual to hear the laughter of children as our Preschool 
children have returned, bringing with them all the hopes 
and dreams of childhood. As most of you already know, I 
love children. They are completely (and sometimes 
brutally) honest, and they don’t have any agenda. They just 
live out each and every moment to the fullest. They also see 
life with eyes of excitement and openness.  

As a church, you indicated that children were your highest 
priority as we move into the future. We are currently 
searching diligently for someone who can oversee the 
ministries of Christian Education. Please keep this search in 
your prayers, praying that God will send us the perfect 
person to oversee this vital ministry. 

In the meantime, our children will be taking a more active 
role in worship and in the life of the church. For example, 
children will be trained to be communion servers, 
partnering with an adult as we partake of this meal Christ 
offers to all of us. This is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
raise children up in the life of the Church and to include 
them as baptized members in this body of Christ. 

We also will be giving children opportunities to be 
liturgists and to share their musical talents with us. I am 
beyond excited! 

So get ready…the children are coming…just as you hoped 
they would. 

And they are going to bless us and surely bless God! 

Pastor Tina 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

Are you feeling called? 

In these pages, you’ll see our 
Radiating God’s Love logo 
accompanying a number of 
articles: please take the time 
to prayerfully consider whether 
the volunteer opportunity 
described is a good match for 
you.  

Here’s your chance to make a 
difference! 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Ned’s Notes 

Children’s Choirs are up and running!  

It’s not too late to give your children the joy 
of sharing their faith through music—come 
join us! 

Carol Choir 

Singers in grades K-3 sing with Katie 
Martinenza at 10:40am on Sundays in the 
Dining Room. 

Choristers  

Ned directs these singers in grades 4-8 from 
5-6pm on Sundays in the choir room. 

 

Chancel Choir welcomes you! 

Love to sing? Meet us in the choir room on 
Thursdays at 7:15pm—you’ll be glad you 
did! 

Missing Taizé? 

Our Wednesday evening (7pm) 
services will return for Advent, 
beginning November 28. 

Keep a lookout in future Parish Notes 
and other NUMC communications for 
updates. 

Music & Worship 

Looking ahead: mark your calendars! 

All Saints Vespers Service 
Sunday, November 4 at 5pm 

This moving hour of liturgy and song will include the 
combined choirs of NUMC, Head of Christiana 
Presbyterian, and Calvary Baptist Church. 

There will be a potluck dinner following the service. 

 

Brandywine Brass concert dates 

The Brandywine Brass concert season includes three 
concerts at NUMC: November 10, February 17, and 
March 31. All will be at 3pm in the Sanctuary. 
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Trying Christians 
Sundays at 11am in Memorial Lounge 

Join us for an "Octoberfest" of Christian growth as we 
explore our faith among a loving community of believers 
this month. 

• 10/7:   Following Jesus Without Embarrassing God, a 
book by Tony Campolo (led by Jerry Swalley) 

• 10/14: Following Jesus Without Embarrassing God (led 
by Mark Deshon) 

• 10/21: Reality Redefined (led by Bill Boyd) 
• 10/28: Reality Redefined (led by Bill Boyd) 

Teachables 
Sundays at 9:30am in Samuel Wesley Rm 

We have begun a study of the book Before Amen by Max 
Lucado. For more information, contact Allan Loomis 
(aloomis@zoominternet.net). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We are still looking for caring adults to teach our young persons. If teaching is one of 
your gifts—or if you’re just eager to help by sharing this special hour on Sunday with 
them—please contact Dave Timmons (dtimm65344@aol.com) or anyone on the Christian 
Education team. If you aren’t able to help on Sunday mornings, we will find another way 
for you to help make a difference in these young lives. 

No matter your situation, we hope that everyone who reads this will add this important ministry 
to your prayer list for the coming year. Thank you, and praise God for your loving presence, 
whether in-person or virtual! 

YOUTH GROUP 

We look forward to sharing the following Youth Group events (Sundays, 6-8pm). Bring a friend! 

10/14: Pastor Tina joins us to discuss Social Justice issues 
10/28: Halloween Parade events (earlier meeting time 
11/11: TBA 
12/9:   Angel Tree gift wrapping 

Re-issuing our call-out to everyone who wants to make a difference for our NUMC youth: Julia 
Peoples is working hard to make sure that we have a meaningful and engaging Youth 
Group program this fall, and she needs your help!  

The Youth Group will meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of each month from 6-8pm from 

September 8 through the end of May (except the 4th Sundays in November & 
December). Can you be free on one or more of these Sundays (the more, the better) to be 

a part of this important program in the life of our church? If so, here’s what Julia needs from you 
(ASAP, of course): 

• The dates you can commit to 
• Your contact information 
• A strong sense of commitment to the youth of NUMC. They are fun and energetic. They love 

to play games and talk about current events. They enjoy examining their own faith and having 
a safe environment to do so. 

We’d like to have 3-4 adults participating each Sunday. To sign up or to get your follow-up 
questions answered, contact Julia (302/383-3611; juleskabob@gmail.com). 

mailto:aloomis@zoominternet.net
file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/dtimm65344@aol.com
file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/juleskabob@gmail.com
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We have had a wonderful start to the 2018-
2019 school year and are hitting the ground 
running with several activities planned for 
this month. Two fundraisers are being held, 
Mixed Bag Designs and the annual Fun 
Run/Walk. In addition, we’ll be part of two 
community events: Make A Difference and 
Trick or Treat Down Main Street.  

Fundraisers 
Mixed Bag Designs offers unique, eco-
friendly products. There’s something for 
everyone! Reusable bags, lunch bags, travel 
sets, cool storage totes and more! They are 
more than just a ‘bag’ company—check out 
the catalog for more items to suit your 
everyday needs! Catalogs and order forms 
will be displayed in Cokesbury Lobby and 
Memorial Lounge.  

Wesley Foundation is excited to announce that we have hired Brooke 
Michael as our Administrative Assistant. Brooke will be working with 
Rev. Ward Mesick and will be handling the administrative needs of 
Wesley Foundation. We hope you have the opportunity to stop by the 
office and welcome her to NUMC and the University of Delaware! 

 

From our calendar 

September 1--Wesley students, along with Don Muyskens, participated 
in our Labor of Love, thoroughly weeding 2 yards.  

October 14—Wesley Sunday 

October 27—Homecoming Tailgate in front of Townsend Hall 

 

Support our students! 

Wesley is looking for Brunch Angels to feed our students on 
Sundays after church—we gratefully accept your contributions 
of tasty food items! See the sign-up sheet outside the Wesley 
Lounge. 

The Fun Run is a heart-healthy event where 
students and their families come out to 
run/walk and enjoy the day with each 
other. We currently are looking for 
sponsors to donate funds for this event. 
There are many ways to donate…here is 
just one idea: have your family name, small 
business or company logo printed on the     
t-shirt! Contact the preschool office or 
fundraising coordinator Jill Hall for more 
details.  

Community 
Making a difference in the lives of those less 
fortunate will be our focus when collecting 
hygiene items to give to members of the 
community. If you have hygiene items you 
would like to donate, please drop them in 
the boxes outside each of the preschool 
classrooms or leave them in the preschool 
office.  
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Trustees Update 

To continue the process of making the south end of our building 
more welcoming to visitors and functional for all, the Trustees are 
completing two improvement projects in the Memorial Lounge 
area. 

First, the very stained and worn carpeting in the main Lounge has 
already been replaced with new, more wear-resistant attractive 
carpet tiles. Then, in early October, we will begin to carry some of 
the Welcome Center design motif into the main building. This will 
include the floor coverings in the hallway entrance area to the 
Lounge, and the portion of the main level hallway outside the 
Education Wing restrooms will be replaced with new vinyl tile 
matching that in the upper landing area of the Welcome Center. 
This project is being financed through the Memorial Fund. 

Second, to address the appliance disrepair in the 60-year-old small 
kitchenette next to Memorial Lounge (which services food 
hospitality for both Memorial Lounge events and the Newark 
Empowerment Center), a complete renovation is underway. All-
new appliances (refrigerator, cook-top and microwave), new 
expanded cabinetry and countertop, new sink and ceramic tile 
flooring and upgraded electrical service are being installed. All 
materials for this project have been funded by generous 
contributions and memorial gifts from several church members and 
from the Newark Empowerment Center. Installation costs are being 
funded by the Trustee’s property budget. 

When completed in October, the Trustees hope that these new 
building upgrades will continue to improve both the appearance 
and functionality of the building and will better serve the ministries 
of NUMC. 
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Recent Reads Book Group 

Help get the fall off to a great start by being a part 
of this fun group! 

Our next meeting is Mon., Oct 8, from 1–2pm in 
the Bunting Library.  

Please join us as we share books, fellowship, fun 
and refreshments! 

Bunting Library News 

As we frequently remind everyone, Bunting Library has books and materials for all age 
levels and in many categories. Here are just a few of the many books recently added: 

Mindful Me by Whitney Stewart & Stacy Peterson. This book of meditations for middle 
school-aged children illustrates more than thirty different imaginative meditation and 
mindfulness techniques to help when “things” happen. Take a step back to relax when 
you are worried, to think before you speak, to manage your anger, to accept your 
thoughts and emotions, to spread kindness, to become a better friend and citizen, to 
become the better person you want to be.  

My Anxiety Handbook: Getting Back on Track by S. Knowles, B. Gallagher, & P. 
McEwen. Written for 12-to-18-yr-olds, this is a straightforward guide to help you 
recognize, understand and manage symptoms and overcome worries. It includes 
chapters on sleep, exams and transitions, and provides advice and exercises for help in 
reducing feelings of anxiety. 

On the Threshold of Transformation: Daily Meditations for Men by Richard Rohr. This 
is the only book of meditations written specifically for men now in our wide selection. 
In this excellent source, Fr. Rohr “helps men to see that pain—in whatever form it 
takes—is a primary doorway which they can pass to reach their authentic, best selves, 
which is where they will truly encounter God.” (book jacket) 

The President Is Missing by James Patterson and Bill Clinton. “The president 
disappears. The world is in shock. But the reason he's missing is much worse than 
anyone can imagine.” Here is a gripping and surprising thriller, with details only a 
president could know, and suspense from a master! 

Cottage by the Sea by Debbie Macomber. A town and its community help Annie 
Marlow, a young woman who has faced utter tragedy. With their help, she...“finds that 
the surest way to fix what is damaged within us to help others rise above their pain and 
find a way to heal.” (book jacket) 

Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman. Britt-Marie has bigger dreams and a 
warmer heart than anyone around her imagines. After decades, she realizes she has 
spent her life making choices for the sake of other people. Written by the author of A 
Man Called Ove, here is another unforgettable character—a sweet and inspiring story. 
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Outreach 

Sunday, 10/7: World Communion Sunday 

Newark UMC and United Methodists around the 
world will join together on this special day to 
celebrate Holy Communion together. A special 
offering will be taken to help provide scholarships 
for US racial- and ethnic-minority students and 
international students on both undergraduate and 
graduate levels. 

There will be a Special Giving envelope in the 
bulletin on Sunday, October 7 (checks may be 
made out to NUMC; World Communion Sunday on 
the memo line).  If you wish to give to World 
Communion Sunday online, please go to the 
NUMC Online Giving Page and type World 
Communion Sunday under Other Donations. 

Congregation in Action 
UD Welcome Back Picnic! 

A fun time was had by all, especially NUMC 
members who came out and enjoyed the food, 
sunshine, and UD/Newark community! Our two 
new canopies kept the food shaded and the 
beautiful trees made shade for guests! We had 
wonderful volunteers for set-up, clean-up, and 
food donations, and they most definitely radiated 
God's love!  Leftover goodies went to Wesley, 
Sunday morning fellowship time, and the Newark 
Empowerment Center.  Thank you to all who 
made this event a success! 

Breaking Bread Together 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Community Day:  
Sharing NUMC love  
with our neighbors! 

Our visitors loved making 
sunflowers! 
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Disciples TREE 

Interested in becoming a better disciple of Jesus Christ? 

Then Disciples TREE may very well be for you, particularly if 
you… 

• desire to go deeper in your faith journey, 
• are willing to be in a positive relationship with a spiritual 

mentor, and/or 
• want to improve your spiritual growth but can’t imagine 

adding another weekly meeting to your schedule. 

Rooted in Wesleyan practice, Disciples TREE is for those who 
are interested in entering into a one-on-one relationship with a 
discipleship coach, a Class Leader who will, on a flexible basis 
(at least monthly), train, remind, encourage, and engage them in 
the basics of discipleship—a balance between works of piety 
and mercy that regularly involve acts of compassion, justice, 
worship, and devotion—under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Complete one of the Disciples TREE sign-up cards on the 
table outside the east entrance to the sanctuary or in Heritage 
Hall and drop it in the offering plate during worship. More 
information is available at newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/
growing-disciples/disciples-tree, or you may contact Mark Deshon 
(deshon@udel.edu). 
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill 
our monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room. We 
appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 9am 
on Thursday, October 18. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Congregational Care 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!!! We need about twenty congregants to volunteer 
for a couple hours a month to visit church members in the hospital and 
homebound/nursing home residents. 

Okay; your immediate reaction may be, “I've never done that; what would I 
say?”, or “That makes me uncomfortable.” But it is amazing how God is so in 
control when we feel we are at our weakest, and we want to help you over that 
first hurdle so you can let GO and let GOD. 

Rev. Metty Mesick has once again agreed to give a training session at 12:15pm 
on Sunday, 10/21 (lunch will be served). We will also offer "tag along" 
opportunities to join an experienced person to help relieve initial-visit jitters. 
This is a very rewarding ministry: you’ll see the smiles on patients’ faces and 
tears in their eyes, and words of gratitude often flow. Please prayerfully 
consider this wonderful opportunity to serve our church community for those 
who still want to be with us, but for health reasons are unable to join us in 
person. 

Want more information? Contact Rich Lapointe, chair 
(rlapointe0539@gmail.com; 302/292-0539). 

New Opportunities  
to Serve Communion 

On October 7, Communion Sunday, there 
will be a new basket on the Communion 
Table. This basket will contain travel 
communion cups which will be 
consecrated along with our communion 
elements. Because these cups will have 
been consecrated, they will be available 
for anyone to take to hospitals, nursing 
homes, to those who are homebound, etc. 

This is an exciting opportunity for us to 
offer the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
to those who are not able to attend 
worship with us but are still part of the 
fold.  

mailto:rlapointe0539@gmail.com


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

November Parish Notes deadline: 10/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Give thanks to the LORD , 
call upon his name , 
make known his deeds among the people.  

( 1 Chronicles 16:8) 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

