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Everything old is new again… 

We are moving into a new program year, with abundant challenges... 
and wonderful opportunities to meet those challenges as a faith 
community. 

In these pages, you’ll see our Radiating God’s Love logo (seen below) 
accompanying a number of articles: please take the time to prayerfully 
consider whether the volunteer opportunity described is a good match 
for you. 

If it is, don’t wait another second: jump in 
with both feet! Remember that our small 
acts have a large impact, and God will use us 
in ways we cannot imagine. 

Newark UMC is an amazing family. We can’t 
wait to see where God takes us! 

Of particular importance: 

We are in deep, immediate need for 
volunteers to work with our young people. Be 
sure to read on page 6 about the ways you 
can make a difference for them this year. 



302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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Lay Leaders:  
Richard Gaines 
Lisa Gensel  
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tina Blake    ext. 214 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

My first month at NUMC has been a whirlwind of activity. 
One stabilizing force has been the awesome staff on board 
here at the church. They have welcomed me with open 
arms and helped me to acclimate myself with the way of 
life here in Newark.  

I am constantly reminded of what a gift they are. They have 
gifts and graces that are highly valued in the secular world 
and yet they choose to share these gifts with the church. 
What a blessing! I hope and pray they always feel 
treasured, loved and appreciated for all they do to ensure 
that the operations of this church run smoothly. If you have 
the opportunity, stop by the church and thank them for 
their faithfulness and service. Offer them love, grace and 
support. 

Please also pray for all of us on staff here at NUMC. Pray 
for us by name: Tina, Rob, Lisa, Ned, Pat, Tammy, Ward, 
Piedad, Araceli. Transition is never easy and we are giving 
it our all to make this transition as seamless as possible. 
Remember that we are human beings with human hearts. 

Pray for protection against the plans of the enemy. Declare 
“no weapon formed against us will prosper, and every 
tongue that rises against us will be cast down.” (Isaiah 
54:17) 

Pray for godly discernment and wisdom. (James 1:5; 
Ephesians 1:16-17) 

Pray that the we would be covered and protected by God, 
who will give angels charge over them to keep them 
wherever they go. (Psalm 91:11) 

Pray that we would do the work of God without growing 
weary or faint. (Isaiah 40:30-31) 

Pray that we would put God’s desires before our own, 
trying to do God’s will for our lives and ministries. 

Pray for us to daily put on the full Armor of God, using it 
to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Ask that we will 
stand our ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and 
the body armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, pray 
that we will put on the peace that comes from the Good 
News, so that we will be fully prepared. Ask the Lord to 
arm us with faith as our shield to stop the fiery arrows of 
the enemy. Pray that we will put on our helmet of 
salvation, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. (Ephesians 6:13-17) 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

On behalf of the entire staff, I thank you for 
your faithfulness and your prayers. I also 
look forward to a bright future ahead of 
us…a future that in a small way is made 
brighter by the incredible staff here at 
Newark United Methodist Church. 

We are truly blessed! 

Pastor Tina 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Are We There Yet? 



4 

 
B

U
N

T
IN

G
 L

IB
R

A
R

Y
 

Recent Reads Book Group 

Help get the fall off to a great start by being a part of this fun group! 

Our next meeting is Mon., Sept 10, from 1–2pm in the Bunting 
Library.  

Please join us as we share books, fellowship, fun and refreshments! 

Bunting Library News 

The Library is working to build a section of local authors. The mysteries by 
Charles Todd (actually a mother-and- son writing team who live in Delaware 
and North Carolina, respectively) are quite popular. We have a number of the 
Todd series featuring the character Bess Crawford, a WW I battlefield nurse, 

Another popular and award-winning Todd series features Inspector Ian 
Rutledge, a WW I veteran. Although we have numbered the Crawford series 
by date of publication, the books can be enjoyed in any order. We have most of 
the Crawford mysteries that have been published to date, and have begun 
adding to the Ian Rutledge series. They are v-e-r-y popular, but if the book you 
want is out when you ask about it, remember that you can put a 'Reserve' on it! 
(The Bess Crawford books are displayed together on the counter close to the 
window.) 

We also have books for children and youth, and both authors are former 
members of NUMC! Steve Caton was an Air Force Lt. Colonel living in 
Newark at the time of writing Rebecca's Monster, and enjoyed writing stories 
about his two daughters. Becky Stauffer, who grew up in this church, is the 
young author of two books, The Dragon Tamer and Dragonborn; these two books 
are in the Youth section shelves. 

If you haven't visited YOUR Bunting Library before, you should really come 
in, browse, and get to know YOUR Library. Non-fiction, fiction, DVDs, the fun 
puzzle table, materials for resource and enjoyment for all ages—you can find 
so much here—and it's a nice, cozy place to sit and read right here, as well. 

VISIT YOUR BUNTING LIBRARY! 
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Congregation in Action 

NUMC Family— 

The CIA team is in need of your help! Newark Community Day is Sunday, 

September 16. It has always been our tradition to have a booth and share in the 
fun activities of the day! We need assistance with set-up, covering the booth in 
shifts from 11am to 4pm, and then take-down. Please consider giving an hour 
(or more if you'd like!) of your time that day to represent NUMC. Wear your red 
NUMC t-shirt, if you have one! 

Contact Erika Angelo (ErikaGrabher@msn.com; 302-750-8640) to join us. If you 
just received your Parish Notes and you are reading this article, then 
Community Day is probably right around the corner! Don't delay—contact 
Erika now!  

Thank you! 

mailto:ErikaGrabher@msn.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children’s Sunday School will begin on September 9, and we are still short on the 
teachers needed to make the program successful. 

The teacher rotation we will be using this fall is designed to make it easy to be a teacher. 

As we have done in the past, each classroom will have a Lead Teacher and a Helper 
Teacher. The following week, the Helper Teacher will become the Lead Teacher with a new 
helper. The curriculum this fall will be Cokesbury's Deep Blue program, which is multimedia and 
easy to teach. 

If teaching is one of your gifts—or if you’re just eager to help our young persons by sharing this 
special hour on Sunday with them—please contact Dave Timmons (dtimm65344@aol.com) or 
anyone on the Christian Education team. If you aren’t able to help on Sunday mornings, we will 
find another way for you to help make a difference in these young lives. 

No matter your situation, we hope that everyone who reads this will add this important ministry 
to your prayer list for the coming year. Thank you, and praise God for your loving presence, 
whether in-person or virtual! 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

Here’s a call-out to everyone who wants to make a difference for our NUMC youth: 
Julia Peoples is working hard to make sure that we have a meaningful and engaging 
Youth Group program this fall, and she needs your help! At the time of this writing, we 
have only one adult leader committed to the program. 

The Youth Group will meet on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of each month from 6-8pm from September 

8 through the end of May (except the 4th Sundays in November & December). Can you be free on 
one or more of these Sundays (the more, the better) to be a part of this important program in the 
life of our church? If so, here’s what Julia needs from you (ASAP, of course): 

• The dates you can commit to 
• Your contact information 
• A strong sense of commitment to the youth of NUMC. They are fun and energetic. They love 

to play games and talk about current events. They enjoy examining their own faith and having 
a safe environment to do so. 

We’d like to have 3-4 adults participating each Sunday, beginning September 8. To sign up or to 
get your follow-up questions answered, contact Julia (302/383-3611; juleskabob@gmail.com). 

Don’t delay—become a VIP to this wonderful group of young persons! 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Trying Christians—Sundays at 11am 

Join us for the beginning of another wonderful year of Christian growth as we explore our faith 
among a loving community of believers. 

• Sept. 9, 16 - "Meditations with Richard Rohr" (led by Roland Roth) 
• Sept. 23, 30 & Oct. 7, 14 - Following Jesus Without Embarrassing God, a book by Tony 

Campolo (led by Jerry Swalley and Mark Deshon) 

The class's schedule for the entire academic year can be viewed/downloaded online from the 
following page: newark-umc.org/wp/education/adults/ 

Come for one or more weeks, or journey with us the entire year! 

file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/dtimm65344@aol.com
file:///F:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/juleskabob@gmail.com
http://newark-umc.org/wp/education/adults/
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Welcoming a new year! 

It’s a brand-new fall, and a brand-new 
opportunity to be part of one of our excellent 
singing ensembles—we hope to see you soon! 

 Chancel Choir: Rehearsals resume on 
Thursday, 9/6:  7:15-9:00pm in the Choir 
Room. Our first singing Sunday will be 
September 9. Want to join the NUMC 
Chancel Choir? Contact Ned Perwo 
(nperwo@newark-umc.org) to register. 

 Carol Choir (Grades K-3): 
Rehearsals resume on Sunday, 9/16: 
10:45am in the Lower Level Dining Room. 
Contact Katie Martinenza 
(katie.martinenza@me.com) to register 
your singer. 

 Choristers (Grades 4-8): Rehearsals 
resume on Sunday, 9/16:  5:00pm in the 
Choir Room (Lower Level) Contact Ned 
Perwo (nperwo@newark-umc.org) to 
register your singer. 

 High School Youth who love to sing are 
invited to join the Chancel Choir. Contact 
Ned Perwo (nperwo@newark-umc.org0 to 
register. 

Summer Choir, September 2 

It’s your last chance to sing with 
our Summer Choir—y’all come! 
Join us in the Choir Room at 9am 
for warm-ups/rehearsal for the 
9:30 service. 

All ages and abilities are 
welcome! 

National Acolyte Festival! 

Washington National Cathedral  
Saturday, October 6 (all-day trip)  

All acolytes & crucifers are invited to 
attend.  

To register, contact Ned Perwo 
(nperwo@newark-umc.org). The $23 
registration fee includes lunch! 

Fall study with Pastor Tina: Five weeks, beginning October 3, 6:30pm 

Join us as we study Adam Hamilton’s book, Unafraid: Living with Courage and 
Hope in Uncertain Times. Books are $10: contact Lisa Santare (lsantare@newark-
umc.org) to order your copy.   

Looking ahead...  

Blessing of the Animals: October 7 

Don’t miss this lovely event for our 
community—tell your two-legged friends, 
and join us on the church lawn that Sunday 
with your whole menagerie! 

 

Taizé in Advent  

Our Wednesday evening (7pm) services will 
return for Advent, beginning November 28. 

Keep a lookout in future Parish Notes and 
other NUMC communications for updates. 
 

MUSIC WORSHIP 

mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
mailto:katie.martinenza@me.com
mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/unafraid-adam-hamilton/1126975061
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
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Covenant Discipleship Group Conveners 

Kevin Smith – Sun. 9:15am group (off-site)   klsmith1920@gmail.com  

Marina Lutz – Sun. 7pm group (Sam. Wesley Rm)  lutzm@neumann.edu 
Ruth Oatman – Mon. 2pm group 1 (Sam. Wesley Rm) roatman2@earthlink.net  
Jo Anne Deshon – Mon. 2pm group 2 (Library)   deshonj@udel.edu  

Mark Deshon – Tue. 7pm group (off-site)   deshon@udel.edu 
Karen DeMonte – Wed. 7:30pm group (off-site)   kademonte@gmail.com 
Betsy Kent – Thu. 11am group (off-site)   blkent@udel.edu  

Sue Hollenbeck – Friday 6:30am group (off-site)               sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com 

Covenant Discipleship 

Using a Wesleyan model, these 
groups meet weekly to share their 
acts of compassion, justice, 
devotion and worship and offer 
challenge/support to one another in 
their Christian walk. 

If you’d like to sit in on a group, 
please contact its convener listed 
above. 

Disciples TREE 

A discipleship coach—your Class 
Leader—will stay in contact with you 
with a commitment to Train, 

Remind, Encourage and Engage you 
in the basics of discipleship: a balance 
between works of piety and mercy 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Questions? Call a Leader, above. 

Growing Disciples at NUMC 

We are committed to developing disciples and 
providing the resources and service 
opportunities necessary for believers to grow 
into disciples who can then make disciples of 
others. 

Learn more about us on the NUMC website, or 
contact one of our leaders below to become a 
part of this purposeful community of faith and 
accountability. 

Class Leaders (Disciples TREE) Contact Info 

Deede Cataldi deedec@juno.com  302-737-1798 
Lora Lee Harget llharget@verizon.net  302-836-1156 
Dan Logan tennessee.logan@gmail.com  302-286-7065 

Discipleship Leadership Team 

Mark Deshon  deshon@udel.edu  302-738-9524 
Lys Murray lysbetj@gmail.com  302-733-0169 
Lloyd Massey lloydmassey7066@gmail.com  302-270-9170 
Susan Tretta shtretta@comcast.net  302-368-7770 

newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/
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Come hear about United Methodist Women Assembly 2018! 

United Methodist Women is currently the largest faith-based women's organization in the 
world and Assembly is the largest quadrennial gathering of that organization. This 
gathering of 8000 powerful, faithful women was in May 2018. You can learn more about 
Assembly, United Methodist Women and all the awesome things we do around the world for 
women, children and youth. 

A free-will offering will be taken for Neighborhood House, a national project of United 
Methodist Women based in Wilmington.  

There is always plenty of food, so come join us! 

Women of the Church: You Are Invited!!! 

United Methodist Women’s  
Back From Summer Covered Dish Luncheon 
Sunday, September 9 at 12:15pm in the Dining Room 

NUMC Building Security 

Over the past few months, members of the 
staff and church volunteers have been 
meeting to look at ways to provide better 
security for the church and the various 
groups who use the building. 

In August we began rolling out some 
changes to address concerns with building 
access Monday-Friday from 9am-5pm. 
The primary reason for these changes is to 
help identify and control foot traffic in the 
building while the preschool is onsite. 
When you visit the church during 
business hours you will begin seeing 
church staff, teachers, Wesley students, 
preschool families, and contractors 
displaying an ID. 

If you come to the church and there is no 
one at the welcome center to greet you, 
the doors will be locked. If you know who 
you are meeting with, they can come 
down and let you in, or the call box 
located outside the welcome center 
entrance can be used to reach the main 
office. 

During business hours, you will be asked 
to sign in and out as we have in the past, 
but we will now issue you a visitor ID that 
should be displayed while onsite.  

Coming to the building for an evening 
meeting or event will remain unchanged: 
guests will be asked to sign in and out as 
they have in the past, and no badge will be 
issued.  

I know it sounds like a small thing that 
many of us are accustomed to doing in 
many facilities at the university or in 
business—but it’s a very big help. This 
will allow us to have a better 
understanding of who is moving through 
the building when the preschool onsite, 
and in the evening should we need to 
evacuate for an emergency.  

Please be patient with our welcome center 
greeters and evening monitors as they 
help us to implement these changes to 
better protect everyone. 

Robert Cappiello, Business Manager 
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It’s Go-Bag Time! 

During the month of September, your Outreach team will be 
collecting items needed to fill 250 Go-Bags. Please leave donated 
items in the Main Office before or on Sunday, Sept. 30, labeled 
OUTREACH. 

Needed:  
• microwaveable protein meals with flip-top lids 
• boxed (real) fruit juice 
• breakfast bars 
• fruit cups 
• packaged cheese crackers with peanut butter or cheese filling 
• desserts (cookies or single serve pudding).  

• Note: Our supply of gallon-size ziplock bags is adequate at this 
time.  

• Most needed item: microwaveable protein meals (such as Chef 
Boy-ar-dee pasta/meat meals).  

Thank you so much for helping with this important mission! 

Sunday, 10/7: World Communion Sunday 

Newark UMC and United Methodists around the world 
will join together on this special day to celebrate Holy 
Communion together.  

A special offering will be taken to help provide scholarships 
for U.S. racial- and ethnic-minority students and 
international student on both undergraduate and graduate 
levels. If you wish to give to World Communion Sunday 
online, please go to the NUMC Online Giving Web Page 
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/ and type 
World Communion Sunday under Optional. 

Outreach 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill 
our monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room. We 
appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 9am 
on Thursday, September 20. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Food Cupboard items needed:  

• Hearty soups (e.g., Campbell’s 
Chunky): immediate need 

• Protein meals with flip-top 
lids: always needed 

• Mac ‘n’ cheese dinners 
• Mayonnaise (not large) 

Tutors Needed! 
My phone has already been ringing 
with requests for tutors...and one stu-
dent knows she needs help with Sta-
tistics! So: want to get on the band-
wagon? Want to help some students 
who are struggling in school? We 
could use your help!!  

We meet at church on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons between 3:30 
and 6pm from late September 
through May. We have students of all 
ages who come for an hour of tutor-
ing each week. We hope to find 
enough tutors so that we can work 
with any student and tackle any sub-
ject where help is needed.   

If you have an hour or two a week to 
spare, please let me know!! We will 
work around your schedule and put 
you where your talents lie and the 
age you prefer! Thanks so much! 

Please contact me at cathy-
drew@comcast.net or 302-893-0645. 

Why not become a volunteer wedding coordinator here at 
NUMC. Wanda Allison has volunteered to manage this 
program, so if you're interested in helping 
brides and grooms get to the altar on time, 
please contact Wanda at 
ocmoonbeam@comcast.net for more 

mailto:cathydrew@comcast.net
mailto:cathydrew@comcast.net
mailto:ocmoonbeam@comcast.net


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

October Parish Notes deadline: 9/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Social Media Update 

We are now on Facebook AND Twitter! 

Find us on Facebook here.Once there, follow us, 
"like" us, share us! 

Find us on Twitter here. Once there, follow us, 
retweet us: our handle is @Newark_UMC. 

NUMC directory is now online! 

If you didn't get a church directory or just want 
easy access to the directory wherever you may be, 
it is now just a click away. 

Contact Lisa Santare at lsantare@newark-umc.org 
to learn how to access the directory. 

Join us for SOCIAL MEDIA SATURDAY ON OCTOBER 6 at 10am!  

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewarkUnitedMethodis/4465780691/f8065f5c58/fcd7b5dc98
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewarkUnitedMethodis/4465780691/f8065f5c58/5c47065d10/lang=en
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org

