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Love to sing? 
Summer Choir opportunities: 

All ages welcome, and all abilities...this means 
you, and you, and you! 

Plan to join us in making a joyful noise at the 
9:30am services on  

August 5 and 

September 2 

We will learn our anthem for each Sunday at 
9:00am in the Choir Room. No robes will be 
worn, so you really can just show up either or 
both mornings and help lead the congregation 
in song. 

*There will be a regular liturgical service at 8am; no SonSpirit at 11am. 



302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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Lay Leaders:  
Danny Fisher 
Richard Gaines 
Lisa Gensel,  
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tina Blake    ext. 214 
 
Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager & Sunday School 
Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

Greetings! 

What a joy it is to have arrived at Newark United 
Methodist Church. My first few weeks have been 
filled with a warm and welcoming spirit. I have 
been so blessed.   

I look forward to the journey ahead and am sure it 
will be filled with many wonderful surprises. I love 
that about God. I love that God’s mercies are new 
each day: there are always opportunities for awe 
and wonder.   

We, my new friends, have our work cut out for us. 
But the good news is that we don’t have to figure 
everything out all at once, nor do we have to go it 
alone. God has promised never to leave us or 
forsake us.   

What a gift it is to know God is with us always. It 
lightens our load and brings joy to the moment. My 
prayer is that we never lose sight of who sits on the 
throne and that we walk the path our Lord has set 
for us.   

I, for one, am excited to see where God will take 
us. 

Many blessings, 

Pastor Tina 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

There is much to be done. 

NUMC family, you’ll see mini 
versions of our Radiating 
God’s Love logo throughout 
this issue of the Parish Notes. 

This indicates areas within our 
church family particularly in 
need of volunteer help.  

Please take the time to notice 
and then prayerfully consider 
where God is calling you to 
serve. 

-Editor 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org


3 

C
O

M
IN

G
S

 &
 G

O
IN

G
S
—

W
IT

H
 T

H
A

N
K

S
G

IV
IN

G
 Saying goodbye 

to Reverend 
Porter, with 
love and 
appreciation... 

...and 
welcoming 
Pastor Tina 
Blake, as we 
continue our 
journey. 

NUMC has been 
greatly blessed by 
these committed 
servants of God.  
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Summer Sunday School 

“And He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’" -Matthew 4:19 

As a result of the objectives identified during the re-visioning efforts at NUMC, the focus of 
the 2018-19 Sunday School program will be structured and implemented with the aim of 
developing our youth into disciples for Christ. 

The program for the younger children will involve memorization of the books of the Bible 
and the concept that God loves us all, using song and craft. Older children will learn the 
structure of the Bible, the interconnection of our Bible stories and, ultimately, gain a deeper 
understanding of the examples set by Jesus for what it means to live a 
Christian life and be a disciple. 

Our summer program involves a 10-week series to explore 10 heroes of the 
Bible, the connections between those heroes and the creation of pieces of the 
Armor of God.  

Our guide for the summer program is Gio. 

 

Fall Sunday School  

Plans are under way for the fall, and we know that we will need help. What can we put 
you down for? 

Teachers are most definitely needed. If this is one of your gifts—or if you’re just eager to 
help our young persons by sharing this special hour on Sunday with them—please contact 
Dave Timmons (dtimm65344@aol.com). If you aren’t able to help on Sunday mornings, we 
will find a way for you to help make a difference in these young lives… 

No matter your situation, we hope that everyone who reads this will add this important 
ministry to your prayer list for the coming year. Thank you, and praise God for your loving 
presence, whether in-person or virtual! 

 

Youth Group 

September is right around the corner and along with the beginning of Fall, football and 
school  comes NUMC’s Youth Group! And as we begin to plan for Youth Group this year, 
we are in need of two very important things...volunteers and youth.  

Julia Peoples (juleskabob@gmail.com) has agreed to organize this very important effort in 
the life of our church family, and she needs our help. Let’s pull together and make 
something wonderful happen for our youth this fall—it will make a big difference for them 
and for our faith community as a whole. Here’s what we need you to do:  

Parents of youth entering grades 7 through 12 this year, please contact Julia to add your 
names to the contact list for these efforts. 

Members of the church family (you don't have to be parent of a youth): Please consider 
volunteering your time to help out with Youth Group. You already know what a difference 
a caring adult can make in the life of our preteens and teens—here’s your chance to be that 
person. No experience necessary—contact Julia to learn what you can do. You’ll be glad 
you did! 

Youth activities in August: stay tuned for information on BOWLING NIGHT! 

mailto:dtimm65344@aol.com
mailto:juleskabob@gmail.com
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Adult Education—Coming in September: 

Trying Christians—Sundays at 11am 

Join us for the beginning of another wonderful year of 
Christian growth as we explore our faith among a loving 
community of believers. 

 Sept. 9, 16 - "Meditations with Richard Rohr" (led by 
Roland Roth) 

 Sept. 23, 30 & Oct. 7, 14 - Following Jesus Without 
Embarrassing God, a book by Tony Campolo (led by Jerry 
Swalley and Mark Deshon) 

The class's schedule for the entire academic year can be 
viewed/downloaded online from the following page: newark
-umc.org/wp/education/adults/ 

Come for one or more weeks, or journey with us the entire 
year! 

Wesley Foundation 

An opportunity—for you? 

The UD Wesley Foundation is seeking a part-

time Administrative Assistant. This person 
will serve as the business officer overseeing the 
administrative function of the Wesley 
Foundation, providing assistance to the 
Campus Pastor and Board of Directors relative 
to donor relationships and in planning, 
developing and executing annual fundraising 
activities. This person also will maintain 
database systems, website, and social media, 
create and provide financial reports and 
develop tracking and management reports.  

Does this sound like you? Contact 
WesleyFoundationUD@comcast.net for more 
information. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/education/adults/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/education/adults/
mailto:WesleyFoundationUD@comcast.net
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NUMC hosts GREAT picnics! 

(Don’t miss the encore picnic on 
Saturday, August 25!) 

Our June 10 gathering of roughly 80 people 
at White Clay Creek State Park featured 
great conversation, games for the kids, and 
the best spread of food ever at the annual 
church picnic! This year’s event doubled as 
a warm thank you and send-off for Derrick 
and Michele Porter. On behalf of the 
congregation, Dick Haberkost presented 
the Porters with a generous monetary 
thank-you gift, and everyone enjoyed 
conversation and that wonderful spread of 
food! 

Now join us for another great pot-luck 
picnic on UD’s Freshman Move-In Day, 
Saturday, August 25, 11am, on the east 
side of church – on the wonderful lawn 
Scott Rowe has cultivated! Congregation in 
Action (CIA) will provide paper products, 
water, lemonade, pork barbecue, hot dogs, 
rolls and condiments. Please bring a salad/
side dish or dessert to share.  

Plan to stay, visit with each other AND 
help us make the UD students and their 
families feel welcome here at NUMC! This 
event is co-sponsored by the Wesley 
Foundation Campus Ministry. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Newark Community Day is September 16 (rain 
date 9/23), 11am-4pm.  

Let’s attract some attention at NUMC’s booth! 

Do you have some great ideas? Would you like 
to get involved? Of course, we can have photos 
of NUMC’s many activities, as well as 
informative brochures… 

But what else might we do or have at our booth? 
Lounge chairs and lawn games? An estimate jar? 
Face painting? Hula hoops?  

Share your ideas with Jo Anne Deshon 
(deshonj@udel.edu) or Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com), and sign up to “work” 
an hour!  

Have the whole family stop by our booth, and 
encourage others to visit us there to learn more 
about NUMC! 

Congregation in Action 

Sharing with our Community 

mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Covenant Discipleship Group Conveners 

Kevin Smith – Sun. 9:15am group (off-site)   klsmith1920@gmail.com  

Marina Lutz – Sun. 7pm group (Sam. Wesley Rm)  lutzm@neumann.edu 
Ruth Oatman – Mon. 2pm group 1 (Sam. Wesley Rm) roatman2@earthlink.net  
Jo Anne Deshon – Mon. 2pm group 2 (Library)   deshonj@udel.edu  

Mark Deshon – Tue. 7pm group (off-site)   deshon@udel.edu 
Karen DeMonte – Wed. 7:30pm group (off-site)   kademonte@gmail.com 
Betsy Kent – Thu. 11am group (Assoc. Pastor’s Off.) blkent@udel.edu  

Sue Hollenbeck – Friday 6:30am group (off-site)               sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com 

Covenant Discipleship 

Using a Wesleyan model, these 
groups meet weekly to share their 
acts of compassion, justice, 
devotion and worship and offer 
challenge/support to one another in 
their Christian walk. 

If you’d like to sit in on a group, 
please contact its convener listed 
above. 

Disciples TREE 

A discipleship coach—your Class 
Leader—will stay in contact with you 
with a commitment to Train, 

Remind, Encourage and Engage you 
in the basics of discipleship: a balance 
between works of piety and mercy 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Questions? Call a Leader, above. 

Growing Disciples at NUMC 

We are committed to developing disciples and 
providing the resources and service 
opportunities necessary for believers to grow 
into disciples who can then make disciples of 
others. 

Learn more about us on the NUMC website, or 
contact one of our leaders below to become a 
part of this purposeful community of faith and 
accountability. 

Class Leaders (Disciples TREE) Contact Info 

Deede Cataldi deedec@juno.com  302-737-1798 
Lora Lee Harget llharget@verizon.net  302-836-1156 
Dan Logan tennessee.logan@gmail.com  302-286-7065 

Discipleship Leadership Team 

Mark Deshon  deshon@udel.edu  302-738-9524 
Lys Murray lysbetj@gmail.com  302-733-0169 
Lloyd Massey lloydmassey7066@gmail.com  302-270-9170 
Susan Tretta shtretta@comcast.net  302-368-7770 

newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/
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Recent Reads Book Group 

Our meetings continue 
during the summer! 

Our next meeting is Mon., 
Aug. 13, from 1–2pm in the 
Bunting Library.  

All are invited to come in and 
be cool, share about books, 
and enjoy fellowship and 
refreshments with fellow 
readers!   

Bunting Library News 

It's the “good ol' summertime” and we're focusing this month's selections in 
our column on just a few of the many new books for children that have been 
added since the school year ended. We hope that young readers will enjoy the 
interesting and delightful books during their lazy vacation days!     

 Magic Wonder: We Are All Made of Love by Liat Rostoker. Magic is a child 
with a fear of the dark. She and her parents set off on a beautiful journey to 
help her cope with her fears. This book is a fun-filled literacy experience for 
both parents and children; together they can face fears that every child has. 

 Today I'll Be a Princess by Paula Croyle. Every girl wants to be a 
princess—follow along as one aspiring princess has a change of heart. 

 They All Saw a Cat by Brendan Wenzel. This wonderfully illustrated book 
shows us the many lives of one cat, and how perspective shapes what we 
see. 

 Stink and the Midnight Zombie Walk by Megan McDonald. “Stink” and 
his friends are busy working on costumes for the town's Midnight Zombie 
Walk, and he wants to be first in line to buy the next book in the Nightmare 
Zombie series. But now, is he being hunted by zombies?  

 A Picture Book of Louis Braille by David A. Adler. This beautifully 
illustrated book tells the true story of the man who helped the blind to be 
able to read. 

 

Bring your children! 
Come browse and choose some great summertime reading! 

(We also have new books for adults—come in and see!) 
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Answering the Call—Becoming a Deacon 

Our own Kevin Smith has now entered the process of becoming a Deacon in 
the United Methodist Church. We are grateful for his call, and we invite the 
entire congregation to lift him up in prayer as he pursues it.  

But…what is a Deacon? Some information from the UM Book of Discipline: 

Ordained to Word, Service, Compassion, and Justice (¶329). Deacons are 
persons called by God, authorized by the church, and ordained by a bishop to 
a lifetime ministry of Word, Service, Compassion, and Justice, to both the 
community and the congregation in a ministry that connects the two. 
Deacons exemplify Christian discipleship, create opportunities for others to 
enter into discipleship, and connect the needs and hurts of the people with the 
church.  

Provide leadership (¶328). Deacons are called to a lifetime of servant 
leadership. In the church’s life they give leadership: 

 in the teaching and proclamation of the Word 
 in worship and in assisting the elders in the administration of the 

sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
 in forming and nurturing disciples 
 in conducting marriages and burying the dead 
 in the congregation’s mission to the world and in leading the congregation 

in interpreting the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world 

Appointment. Deacons may be appointed to serve as their primary field of 
service (¶331): 

 through agencies and settings beyond the local church, including 
ecumenical agencies, that extend the witness and service of Christ’s love 
and justice in the world and connect the church with the most needy, 
neglected, and marginalized; or  

 through United Methodist church-related agencies, schools, colleges, 
theological schools, and within connectional 
structures of the UMC; or  

 within a local congregation, charge, or cooperative 
parish leading in the congregation's mission to the 
world and equipping all Christians to fulfill their 
calls to Christian Service.  

Kevin, know that the prayerful love and support of your 
NUMC family go with you! 

Why not become a volunteer wedding coordinator here at 
NUMC. Wanda Allison has volunteered to manage this 
program, so if you're interested in helping brides and 
grooms get to the altar on time, please contact 
Wanda at ocmoonbeam@comcast.net for more 
information. 

mailto:ocmoonbeam@comcast.net
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UMW School Supplies Collection has begun! 
July 29-August 19 

We are collecting school supplies for  

 Neighborhood House’s homework help program 
 Elkton Middle School teachers to have on hand for their 

students 
 Child, Inc. to help the children in their prevention and 

treatment programs for families 
 Newark Empowerment Center  
 "Mommy and Me" Houses  (Recovery Residences for 

Women and Children) for the children in these residences 
 School kits for UMCOR 

Look for boxes in Cokesbury Lobby, the Marble Entrance, 
and the Welcome Center. Thank you for your support in 
helping students locally and across the United States. 

The following items are 
especially needed: 
1-2" Binders 
100-200 count loose-leaf paper 
Pencils 
Composition notebooks 
Portfolio folders 
Pocket folders 
Dry-erase markers 
Glue sticks 
Markers 

Colored pencils 
White drawing paper 
Construction paper 
_________________ 
 
Other items we can use: 
Blunt-tipped scissors 
24-count box crayons 
Hand-held pencil sharpeners  
Rulers 
Backpacks  

Women of the Church: You Are Invited!!! 
United Methodist Women Back From Summer  

Covered Dish Luncheon 
Sunday, September 9, 12:15pm 

Come hear about United Methodist Women Assembly 2018! 

United Methodist Women is currently the largest faith-based women's 
organization in the world and Assembly is the largest quadrennial 
gathering of that organization. This gathering of 8000 powerful, faithful 
women was in May 2018. Join us to learn more about Assembly, United 
Methodist Women and all the awesome things we do around the world for 
women, children and youth. 
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill 
our monthly commitment to 
Emmanuel Dining Room. We 
appreciate your help in bringing 
these to the church office by 9am 
on Thursday, August 23. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

What are you doing  
from September to May?? 

School will be in full swing in about a month 
from now, and many of our local students 
struggle to get decent grades. We host a 
tutoring program here at NUMC on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons from 3 to 6pm, and 
I am always looking for new tutors since I 
usually have a long waiting list of children 
who could use some help!  

I will match your strengths with the 
student’s needs and only ask that each 
volunteer works one of those afternoons for 
1 or 2 hours per week.  Going on vacation or 
need some time to golf in the winter? No 
problem…we can work around your 
schedule.  

If you think this ministry is something you 
would enjoy, please let me know  
(302/893-0645; cathydrew@comcast.net). 
Thanks so much! We would love to have you 
join our team!! 

-Cathy Drew, Tutoring Coordinator 

Food Cupboard items needed:  

 Hearty soups (e.g., Campbell’s 
Chunky): immediate need 

 Protein meals with flip-top 
lids: always needed 

 Mac ‘n’ cheese dinners 
 Mayonnaise (not large) 
 Instant potatoes 

OUTREACH: 

Books for all! 

A special project of Outreach 
with Bunting Library is to 
provide books for the 
Newark Empowerment 
Center. 

We are in need of more books 
for all age groups. Please 
leave your book donations in 
the church office, labeled 
NEC. 

Thanks! 

mailto:cathydrew@comcast.net


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

September Parish Notes deadline: 8/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Social Media Update 

We are now on Facebook AND 
Twitter! 

Find us on Facebook here.Once 
there, follow us, "like" us, share 
us! 

Find us on Twitter here. Once 
there, follow us, retweet us: our 
handle is @Newark_UMC. 

NUMC directory is now 
online! 

If you didn't get a church 
directory or just want easy 
access to the directory wherever 
you may be, it is now just a click 
away. 

Contact Lisa Santare at 
lsantare@newark-umc.org to 
learn how to access the directory. 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewarkUnitedMethodis/4465780691/f8065f5c58/fcd7b5dc98
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewarkUnitedMethodis/4465780691/f8065f5c58/5c47065d10/lang=en
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org

