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1 Corinthians 3:6-8 (NRSV): I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one 
who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and 
each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 

Dear NUMC family, 

I am aware that the announcement of my departure in July came as a shock to 
many of you. It was difficult to see and hear some of your reactions. It was 
good, though. to see and hear how God has enabled us to connect in so many 
positive ways on such a short journey.   

Each of us in ministry brings our gifts and graces to our assigned churches for 
a season. Last year, it became clear to me that I should prayerfully explore 
where my gifts could be best used. In our process in the United Methodist 
Church each November, the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) and the 
pastor receive an advisory form to submit to the Bishop. The SPRC indicates 
whether they would like the pastor to return for another year of service, and 
NUMC’s SPRC committee indicated their desire for me to return. On my 
advisory form to the Bishop I indicated that I would like to be considered for 
another appointment. The lack of an associate has been a factor that has 
weighed heavily when considering the volume of work and care necessary in 
this position. The current financial constraints made this help unavailable. 
Maybe a younger version of me could have kept pace, but I am the only 
version of myself available and I am exhausted. The Bishop took it under 
advisement, and after the examination of many other factors external to 
NUMC, appointed me to The Church of the Atonement.  

Newark United Methodist Church is a wonderful church with many 
ministries and beautiful people that I will cherish and miss. I pray for NUMC 
to have a spirit of unity envelop this congregation as you greet your next 
pastor. Please provide them with welcome, support and prayers, as a pastor’s 
job is more difficult than you can imagine. God has a plan for NUMC. As you 
go through the revisioning process, listen for that still, small voice of God. 
Heed its direction and sacrifice what is necessary to bring the Kingdom of 
God here in Newark. You will be starting this revisioning and restructuring 
process in earnest with your next pastor who will live into it with you. I pray 
God’s blessing for you on this journey and new chapter in the life and work of 
NUMC. 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV): For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

 Sincerely, 

-Reverend Derrick Porter 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 



Lay Leaders:  
Danny Fisher, Richard Gaines, Lisa Gensel, 
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Derrick E. Porter  ext. 214 

Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Director of Education Ministries 
Donna Hitchner   ext. 225 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Melanie Hartley  ext. 217 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Office Manager & Sunday School 
Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Manager 
Rob Taylor   ext. 227 
 

Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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STAFF 

First State Ringers present 
Let Freedom Ring! 

Special summer concerts by NUMC’s 
outstanding bell choir led by Ruthie 
Toole—come enjoy the ringing of 
summer! 

Sunday, June 10, 2pm 
Kirkwood Library, 6000 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington 

Tuesday, June 12, 7pm 

Newark Senior Center, 200 White Chapel Drive, Newark  

Sunday, June 24, 2pm  

Hockessin Library, 1023 Valley Road, Hockessin 

Saturday, June 30, 2pm  

Bear Library, 101 Governor's Place, Bear   

Sunday, July 1, 2pm  

Newark United Methodist Church, 69 E. Main St, Newark 
(freewill offering) 

Love to sing? 

Summer Choir is coming! 

All ages welcome, and all 
abilities...this means you, and 
you, and you! 

Plan to join us in making a joyful 
noise at the 9:30am services on  

August 5 and 

September 2 

We will learn our anthem for 
each Sunday at 9:00am in the 
Choir Room. No robes will be 
worn, so you really can just 
show up either or both mornings 
and help lead the congregation 
in song. 

MUSIC AT NUMC 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM YOUR SPRC 

On Sunday, April 15 our new pastor, Reverend Tina Blake was 
announced to the congregation. 

She begins July 1 and, as that is a Sunday and the first Sunday of the 
month, she will get off to a fast start beginning her tenure here by 
leading worship and celebrating Communion with us. 

A little about Pastor Tina (just Tina, if you wish): 

She was born and raised in the Washington, DC area. After earning her BA in Human 
Development and then her MA in Counseling Psychology, she worked in various 
“regular” jobs for about 15 years. In 2000, she received her calling to enter the ministry. 
She started on her path to ordination by beginning studies at Wesley Theological 
Seminary. Here, she earned her Master of Divinity in 2004. While in seminary, she 
served a pastoral internship at Kent Island, MD UMC. 

Upon earning her Master of Divinity and becoming a fully ordained elder, she was 
appointed as pastor at the Church Hill-Price, Maryland charge and served there for 8 
years. She was then reappointed to Grace United in Cambridge, MD, where she has 
been pastor for the past 6 years. 

Theologically, she describes herself as on the liberal side of moderate—a good fit for 
NUMC. She likes a mix of traditional and contemporary forms of worship. She is most 
comfortable with children and youth, but also spends much of her time in ministry with 
the elderly. One of her strengths is in the personal relationships she develops with her 
congregation. She is very outgoing and anxious to work with NUMC as we go thru 
organizational change. 

Married for 30 years, with two grown children, she and her husband, Marty, will be 
relocating to this area in June. He is retired and helps her with her church activities. 

She has acted as a mentor to other pastors. She prides herself on her continuing close 
relationship with NUMC’s own Chelsea Spyres, which began when she was the 
Spiritual Director on Chelsea’s Chrysalis flight a number of years ago. 

She served as Spiritual Life Counselor for the Summer Respite Camp for adults with 
special needs at Camp Pecometh and also has been active with the Walk to Emmaus 
program. 

Please plan to attend worship on Sunday, July 1 and welcome Pastor Tina to NUMC. 
We look forward to her spiritual and administrative leadership in the years to come. 

Welcome aboard, Pastor Tina! 
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 Young Adult Ministries 
Theology on Tap: May 8 & 22 

Open to all young adults! Good food and good 
conversations about religion, current events and 
theology.  

This month’s topics:  

May 8: Forgiveness 
May 22: Entertainment & Spectacle 

Find us on Facebook at Newark UMC Young Adult 
Ministry for information and locations, or contact 
Melanie Hartley (mhartley@newark-umc.org). 

 Youth Ministry: A look at our year  

We’re about to wrap up another program year 
and our hearts are full. It’s been a great year 
filled with a lot of laughs and growing wiser 
in our growth as disciples. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported our leaders and 
students throughout the year!  

Confirmands  
(4/8/18 Communion Service) 

(l-r): Isaiah Gaines, Madi Soyer, 
Mackenzie Smith 

Fellowship and Fun! 
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Newark Methodist Preschool would like to extend its 
sincerest appreciation to those who generously contributed 
their resources and time to our fundraisers and many other 
events and activities throughout the 2017/2018 school year. 

These acts, big and small, have shaped our year into one of the best. Thank you for aiding in 
our success!  

Be on the lookout for our last fundraising opportunity of the year, to be held at Friendly’s of 
Newark. More details coming soon! 

In an effort to meet the needs of our growing community, we have implemented a few new 
and exciting changes! Stop by the preschool office for more details on what these changes 
entail. 

Space is still available for the 2018-2019 school year! 

Do you know someone who is interested in touring the preschool? Then pass our information 
along to anyone who may be interested in any of the programs that Newark Methodist 
Preschool has to offer! Contact the preschool office for details.  

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754/tsharp@newark-umc.org/ 
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Adult Learning Opportunities 

All are welcome! 

Sunday mornings 

 Teachables: We meet at 9:30am (Samuel Wesley Rm, just inside the accessible side 
entrance). The rest of the program year will be spent discussing Half Truths: God Helps 
Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say, a DVD-based study 
by Adam Hamilton. 

 Trying Christians: Join us at 11am (Memorial Lounge). May 6 will feature discussion of a 
recent/relevant FaithLink article, and on May 13, Rev. George Tigh will reveal “What 
Comedians Can Say That Prophets Can’t” (should be fascinating - not to be missed!). The 
last one or two weeks of the month will be spent planning the 2018-19 schedule/
curriculum. 

Summer Study for Adults/Young Adults 

Tired of the divisive, negative politics surrounding us? Would you like to explore the 
possibilities for bridging our political divides in a non-threatening atmosphere? 

Please join Rev. Dr. David Palmer and Jerry Swalley for an eleven-week study of Healing the 
Heart of Democracy, a book and video series by Parker Palmer, which urges us to adopt five 
“habits of the heart” to heal the growing political divisions in our communities. 

We will meet in Memorial Lounge at 11am each Sunday, beginning on June 3 (no session on 
June 10 and July 1). There is no cost involved, and nothing is required except a willingness to 
learn and participate in the process.      

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org
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Bunting Library News 

Recent Reads Book Group 

Our next meeting will be Monday, May 14 
from 1-2pm in Bunting Library. 

Meet with other book enthusiasts and share 
about books you have read. 

Enjoy delightful fellowship and delicious 
snacks! 

Among books just received are two new releases, listed first below: 

 To Be Where You Are, by Jan Karon. This is the newest novel in Karon's popular 
Mitford series. In this new story, she weaves together the comic and compelling lives 
of two Kavanagh families. (From the book jacket: Wounds heal, bonds grow stronger, 
celebrations continue....Welcome back to life in beloved Mitford.) Fans of the Mitford series 
around the world have come to know and love her cast of characters like kin. 

 Any Dream Will Do, by Debbie Macomber. A New York Times bestseller in hardback, 
we have the newly released 'First Time in Paperback' version. (From the cover: ….a 
compelling plot and likable characters. Hope, healing and second chances weave their magic 
beautifully...a wonderful book to read and share. Also:...An inspiring, hard-to-put-down 
tale.)  

 The Wright Brothers, by David McCullough. David McCullough is a two-time 
winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the recipient of numerous honors and awards, 
including our nation's highest civilian award, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 
Here he tells the dramatic story of the courageous Wright brothers. This is a thrilling 
book. McCullough used material from the immense riches of the Wright Papers—
personal diaries, notebooks, and private family correspondence of more than 1000 
letters! 

 A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman. Backman, a native of Sweden, lives in 
Stockholm. (From the cover: A word-of-mouth bestseller that has caused a sensation across 
Europe...about the angry old man next door...an uplifting exploration of the unreliability of 
first impressions and a gentle reminder that life is sweeter when it is shared with other 
people. Also...Hysterically funny...and...laughs to accompany a thoughtful reflection on loss 
and love.) 

 The Secret to Hummingbird Cake, by Celeste Fletcher McHale. This Southern novel 
is brimming with wit and authenticity to make you laugh as the characters 
experience the sometimes rocky paths of life from pain to joy. (From the cover: In the 
South...food—especially dessert—is almost a religious experience. Also...When all else fails, 
turn to the divine taste of hummingbird cake.) 
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CHURCH PICNIC! 
Sunday, June 10 (single service at 9:30am) 

Start your summer at White Clay Creek State Park with good friends!   

On Sunday, June 10, our NUMC family (and friends) will hold a church picnic at White Clay 
Creek State Park, rain or shine, to celebrate and wish Rev. Porter and Michelle well as they 
prepare for a move to Claymont Atonement UMC!  Join us for good food, warm fellowship 
and organized family games. In true Methodist pot-luck fashion, please bring a dish and a 
beverage (e.g., a large bottle of soda, lemonade, iced tea) to share. Ice, paper products, 
and utensils will be provided, but feel free to bring your own if you want to be more 
“green!”  SPRC will provide a cake for dessert! 

There will just be one liturgical service at church, at 9:30am. Feel 
free to dress casually for church—you can wear your new red 
NUMC t-shirts! Then off to the park for the picnic, to start at 
11:30. 

Get ready to be amazed! 

May 13 (Mother’s Day) will be your 
opportunity to make a pledge of 
financial support for the missions of 
NUMC! The preceding week, you 
should receive a pledge package in 
the mail. Please read it carefully. 
While most of us are aware of some 
of the good things being done in and 
by NUMC, there is so much going on!  

We believe you will be amazed and 
will be moved to support our 
missions to the very best of your 
ability. 

THANK YOU! 

Auction funds going to missions 

The 2018 Silent Auction yielded 
$8,542, which will be used to fund 
these NUMC ministries: $3,200 for 
two years of CIA activities; $1,000 for 
the Worship Team to enhance 
SonSpirit visuals; $500 toward the 
Outreach Team’s sponsorship of 
missionaries; and scholarship 
funding for the UD Music Scholars 
who enhance the NUMC music 
program. Thank you for making all 
this possible!  

Congregation in Action 

Palm Sunday Easter Sunday 
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Practice Makes Perfect! 

This popular aphorism is something John Wesley might have said: to Wesley, the 
goal for all Christians is perfection. What he meant by perfection is “holiness of heart 
and life,” which he truly believed was achievable in one’s lifetime. Of course, Wesley 
also believed that the key to growing into this holiness of heart and life is practice—
regular, disciplined practice.  

A disciple is one who not only believes in Jesus Christ but follows his teachings. The 
Discipleship Leadership team offers two means of doing just this—Disciples TREE 
and Covenant Discipleship groups. You can find out more about each of these 
methods of growth in holiness of heart and life at newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/
growing-disciples.  

Disciples TREE: The commissioned Class Leaders (discipleship “coaches”) listed 
below have committed to regular, monthly one-on-one communication with 
participants. Contact Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edu, 302-738-9524) if you're 
interested in discipleship growth through this model. 

 Deede Cataldi (deedec@juno.com) 
 Lora Lee Harget (llharget@verizon.net) 
 Dan Logan (tennessee.logan@gmail.com) 

Covenant Discipleship Groups: These groups meet weekly as part of their 
commitment to grow in discipleship through acts of compassion, justice, devotion 
and worship. 

 Sunday 9:15am – Kevin Smith (klsmith1920@gmail.com) 
 Sunday 7:00pm – Marina Lutz (lutzm@neumann.edu) 
 Monday 2:00pm – Ruth Oatman (roatman2@earthlink.net) - group 1 

 Monday 2:00pm – Jo Anne Deshon (deshonj@udel.edu) - group 2 

 Tuesday 7:00pm – Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edu) 
 Wednesday 7:30am – Karen DeMonte (kademonte@gmail.com) 
 Thursday 11:00am – Betsy Kent (blkent@udel.edu) 
 Friday 6:30am – Sue Hollenbeck (sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com) 

From the Business Office 

The Parish Notes, is published electronically just before 
the beginning of each month.  

If you’re receiving a copy in the mail each month, please 
consider moving to the electronic version—help us save 
paper! We send a reminder via email each time we’ve 
posted a new issue on the NUMC website. 

To join NUMC’s email alert list, contact Business 
Manager Rob Cappiello (rcappiello@newark-umc.org). 
Thanks! 

mailto:deshon@udel.edu
tel:%28302%29%20738-9524
mailto:deedec@juno.com
mailto:llharget@verizon.net
mailto:tennessee.logan@gmail.com
mailto:klsmith1920@gmail.com
mailto:lutzm@neumann.edu
mailto:roatman2@earthlink.net
mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
mailto:kademonte@gmail.com
mailto:blkent@udel.edu
mailto:sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com
http://newark-umc.org/wp/newsletter/
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Social Justice 

A Biblical Approach to A Way Forward Affirming LGBTQ Inclusion 

Saturday, May 12—8:30am-3:00pm at NUMC 

A day-long Bible study session presented by the facilitators of the Reconciling Ministries 
Bible Study of Epworth UMC in Rehoboth Beach, DE—bring your Bible and join us! 

Schedule: 

 8:30-9:00am Arrival & registration 

 9:00-9:30am Gathering & worship—Rev. Bob Paulen 

 9:30-10:30am Presentation & Discussion—Judy Moore, M.M. 
   Unwrapping differences in interpretation of the Bible. 

 10:45-11:45am Presentation & Discussion—David Garrett, M.Div. 
   Responses to three arguments against LGBTQ inclusion. 

 12:00-1:00pm A lively lunch! 

 1:15-2:15pm Presentation & Discussion—Scott H. Strickler, J.D. 
   Four fundamental Biblical principles supporting a policy of LGBTQ inclusion. 

 2:30-3:00pm Conclusions, next steps & prayer circle 

To register, visit www.eumcrb.org/a-way-forward. 

A WAY FORWARD 

 
Celebrate our church family—Celebrate Pentecost! 

Have you ever struggled to find (or forget to wear) something red 
for Pentecost Sunday? No problem! Plan now to grab the hottest 
fashion trend: the brand new “Noisy Methodists” church t-shirt!   

Sponsored by the Women’s Retreat Team, this campaign aims to 
result in a sea of red in all services on Sunday, May 20.  

Shirts sell for $15, both youth and adult sizes (extra large sizes 
priced slightly higher).  

Be sure to get your order in by May 6 for pickup by  May 13 (or 
sooner!). Online ordering now available. 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NewarkUnitedMethodis/4157798c80/4816786409/c361c67cfb
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehoATjTlKFFi7SLJzcGj42RN8Kb59iX7DI3kbRjQQZYeAq7Q/viewform
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We Need Your Help! 
UMCOR Cleaning Bucket Collection--April 29-May 30 

UMCOR distributes cleaning buckets all over the US, and the need is 
sometimes greater than the supply. Our goal is to assemble 6 complete 
buckets, taking extra supplies to the mini hub in Christiana to be used 

to assemble more buckets. The first items listed for each letter group (except U-Z) are especially 
needed at the hub. Look for boxes in Cokesbury Lobby and at the Marble Entrance. Any help you 
can give us is greatly appreciated!  

UMCOR has very specific guidelines for the items, so please check the list carefully when you 
are shopping. If you have any questions about an item or a place to find it, contact Charlotte 
Hanna (charhanna@msn.com).  

Choose by the first letter of your last name: 
A-F: Two 50-ft or one 100-ft clothesline (cotton or plastic only, no polyester blend; 70-ft lines 

cannot be used) and 1 can air freshener (aerosol or pump) 

G-K: 12-16oz liquid household cleaner that can be mixed w/water (Fabuloso 16.9 oz is acceptable; 
larger sizes cannot be used) and 5 scouring pads (no metal pads or soap built in)  

L-P: 1 pair work gloves (cotton w/leather palm or all leather) and 16-28 oz bottle dish soap 

Q-T: Two 50-ft or one 100-ft clothesline (cotton or plastic only, no polyester blend; 70-ft lines 
cannot be used) and 50 clothespins 

U-Z: 18 reusable cleaning wipes (no rags or terry cleaning towels) and 5 dust masks 

Peace with Justice Sunday: May 27 

On this Special Sunday in the United Methodist 
Church, we recognize our mission to spread God’s 
love while having a voice in advocating for peace and 
justice through a broad spectrum of national and 
global programs. Your giving is vital for the UMC to 
continue its local and global ministries of 
reconciliation. Because of the Peace with Justice 
Sunday offering, the people of The United Methodist 
Church are able to make a difference together by 
sowing seeds—and yielding fruit!—of peace. 

NUMC gave $427 to last year’s Peace with Justice 
Sunday.  Thank you! 

There will be a Special Sunday giving envelope in the 
bulletin on May 27. 

If you wish to give to Peace with Justice Sunday 
online, please go to the NUMC Online Giving Web 
Page (http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/) 
and type in Peace With Justice under Other Donations. 

Outreach 

Thank you NUMC for your Lenten Offering donations to benefit the Central Congo Partnership! 
$3,383 was collected and will be sent to directly benefit established programs in the Congo. 

Go-Bag Items Needed 

OUTREACH is requesting donations for 
the 250 Go-Bags to be assembled in early 
June. Please leave your donated items in 
the Main Office before or on Sunday, June 
10, labeled OUTREACH. 

Needed: microwaveable protein meals 
with fliptop lids; boxed (real) juice; 
breakfast bars; fruit cups; packaged cheese 
crackers with peanut butter or cheese 
filling; desserts. Most-needed item: 
microwaveable protein meals (such as 
Chef Boy-ar-dee pasta/meat meals). 

We do not have a need for ziplock bags at 
this time—THANKS! 

Thank you for your generous support of all NUMC missions! 

mailto:charhanna@msn.com
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Thursday, May 24. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

For a number of years now, NUMC has been 
experiencing deficits in our annual budgets. 

As you may recall, last year the Finance Team 
recommended a budget that would have resulted 

in a reduction of our personnel expense. After much discussion and 
deliberation, the church voted to make a one-time transfer from the Housing 
Fund investment account in order to maintain the personnel budget level, with 
the thought that we would have an additional year to either increase giving and 
revenue to re-evaluate the needs of the church and adjust our staff budget 
accordingly. 

We have been communicating our budget status on a monthly basis as the year 
has unfolded. In your weekly bulletin, you will read that we have been 
continuing to experience months where our expenses are not covered by our 
revenue. 

Given that our income has been relatively flat this year, the Finance Team has 
made a projection that we will break even for the year, but will experience an 
operating deficit of approximately $50,000 without the one-time revenue items. 
We have told the SPRC committee, which oversees the personnel budget, to 
expect a reduction of approximately $75,000 in our 2018-19 budget for personnel 
expense. This proposed reduction would bring this expense more in line with 
guidelines provided by the United Methodist Church, and will hopefully allow 
us to begin to establish a small surplus that can be applied toward our 
accumulated deficit. 

We are continuously looking for opportunities to increase revenue and to reduce 
unnecessary expenses so that we have the maximum amount of money available 
to support the missions that we are prioritizing. As we prepare for our annual 
stewardship campaign in May, I would ask all of you to prayerfully review your 
financial commitment to the Church, and to take an additional step toward 
tithing. We also ask for your prayers as we reposition our finances to provide for 
our long-term ministry and mission. 

Tom Dilworth, Chairman 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

May Parish Notes deadline: 5/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Monthly Taiz

Come and find the quiet center... 

Combined Prayer Service 

Thursdays, 6:00pm in the Chapel 

Our Noisy Methodists have joined with 
the Wesley Foundation for weekly 
prayer together—join us as we lift up 
petitions and supplications for each 
other in the church, the community, the 
nation, and the world. 

MAY 20TH IS PENTECOST SUNDAY! 

Don’t miss the birthday of the Church—join 
us on Sunday, May 20 and remember to 
wear RED! 

Perhaps you’ll decide to wear your new 
NUMC “Noisy Methodist” t-shirt (p.9)... 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

