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Aunt Lula 

Most of us have the desire to be remembered fondly, 
lovingly. We would like to be cherished in the thoughts of 
those whom we encountered along this life’s journey. This 
is especially true of those we come to love and cherish. We 

would love to live on in their thoughts and prayers.  

Such was my Aunt Lula. She was a coarse woman who seemed to rub many 
the wrong way, but I was her favorite nephew and I loved her. She was a 
woman of unfailing faith, the daughter of an AME minister. She became a 
Deaconess in the AME church in her later years.  

When I was a child, there were several summers when my parents needed a 
break from their two wonderful boys. We would go to Jamaica, New York and 
stay with Aunt Lula and Uncle David for two weeks. During those weeks, we 
would play in the yard, garden, play checkers, go on trips to the zoo and go to 
church. We would eat all kinds of good food and enjoy the summertime fare.   

All those things were wonderful, and I learned a lot as they taught me many 
things. One thing in particular left an indelible mark on my heart and soul and 
will be with me through eternity. In sharing her faith Aunt Lula taught my 
brother and me to memorize the Lord’s Prayer. I remember each day kneeling 
beside the bed, hands folded, repeating verse after verse of this prayer. 
Elements of that room are racing through my memory as I write this. I can 
even remember the fragrance of the crocheted afghan that was right under my 
nose on that bed.  

This simple act has anchored her in my consciousness. Every memory of her is 
tied to these moments. And now every time I read or recite the Lord’s Prayer, 
Aunt Lula is with me once again. I wonder sometimes if she knew that I 
would become a minister one day (she died several years before I answered 
the call to ministry). Now, with the recitation of every word of the Lord’s 
Prayer I take another eternal step with her. So if you hear me stumble 
sometimes during the Lord’s Prayer, it is likely that I have momentarily 
drifted off into the memories of my Aunt Lula and the love she shared.  

I share this so that you might consider sharing an element of your faith with a 
child in your life—a prayer, a poem, a hymn, a Bible story. These thoughts, 
these lessons, are the keys that unlock the precious memories and once again 
connect us to the loved ones who shared them with us in this life. These things 
provide a bridge to reconnect us to the love that was shared and to the 
cherished memory of the ones who shared it.    

Find that child and think about what aspect of your faith you might share 
with them. As their faith develops and grows and roots deeply in their life, so 
will the memory of you and your contribution to the faith that sustains them. 
Share your faith and share yourself with someone you love today. You too can 
leave a legacy of a cherished memory that renews love and embraces their 
very soul.  

-Reverend Derrick Porter 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 
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NUMC Communication— 

Not Getting our Emails? 

The Communications Team has noticed a decline 
in the number of email addresses receiving the 
weekly e-news and special messages. It seems 
that many major email providers recently have 
increased their filtering capabilities, which may 
be causing your email to bounce back when the 
enews is sent via our emailer. The service 
providers regard the listserve as a bulk mailer, 
and dump the message into trash or spam 
folders. After multiple bounces, you may become 
unsubscribed by our emailer.  

For our part, we do not unsubscribe anyone 
unless specifically asked to do so. We do not 
necessarily know when an email address stops 
receiving the messages, unless it is reported by 
the address owner.  

If you recently have stopped receiving email 
messages from the church, please email Donna 
Hitchner (dhitchner@newark-umc.org). We’ll 
investigate and work on a solution.  

If you have not signed up and would like to 
begin receiving NUMC emails, contact Donna 
and she’ll add you to the list. 

The Caring Community of the Church 

Each week, NUMC mails Sunday bulletins to 
homebound persons we have been informed 
about and wish to have it.  

If you know of someone not currently on our list 
who would like to receive this mailing, please 
call Janet in the office (302/368-8774). 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
mailto:dhitchner@newark-umc.org
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Monthly Taiz

Come and find the quiet center... 

Combined Prayer Service 

Thursdays, 6:00pm in the Chapel 

Our Noisy Methodists have joined with 
the Wesley Foundation for weekly 
prayer together—join us as we lift up 
petitions and supplications for each 
other in the church, the community, the 
nation, and the world. 

Celebrating God’s grace in the 
season of Lent ... 

...and looking forward to 
Easter Sunday 2018! 

MUSIC @ NUMC 

April 22: UD Vision, a student a 
cappella group, will be singing at 
the 9:30am service. If you haven’t 
heard them, you’re in for a treat! 

Thanks to everyone sharing your 
musical talents—singers and players—
to make our Holy Week and Easter such 
meaningful experiences. We are grateful 
for your generosity of spirit and your 
fine musicianship.  

NUMC is so fortunate to have you! 
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Bunting Library News 

Books! Books! Books! Books new to the 
library's collections are here! We especially 
love to see books added to the children's 
table—here are just some of them you 
should check out! 

• How Do Dinosaurs Go to School? by 
Jane Yolen and Mark Teague. Inside the 
book's covers are pictures of many kinds 
of dinosaurs—but doing school 
activities! Children will giggle at the 
silliness, but can see pictures of real 
dinosaurs. 

• Toot and Puddle, by Holly Hobbie. Part 
of the Toot and Puddle picture book 
series. They are best friends, but when 
Toot leaves to travel and see the world, 
Puddle chooses to stay at home. He 
begins to miss his old friend, but 
embarks on some adventures of his own 
right at home. 

• How Many Kisses Do You Want 
Tonight? by Varsha Bajaj. Here is a cozy 
bedtime story full of good-night kisses. 
Enjoy Ivan Bates' delightful illustrations 
on every page. 

• Jonah and the Whale, retold by Rachel Elliot, 
beautiful illustrations throughout by Xuan 
Thanh Le. This is a simple and dramatic 
retelling for young children, a story of 
forgiveness from the Old Testament—how and 
why Jonah is rescued from a terrible storm at 
sea.   

• Good Night Galaxy, by Adam Gamble. This is 
one in the Good Night series of books for 
primary children. It explores the Milky Way—
planets, sun, moon, constellations, asteroids, 
comets, meteors—even black holes! You can 
even get the Good Night Books app and get 
fun stuff! 

• Colors of New England, by Amy Mullen. This 
picture book for very young children is very 
colorful! 

• Miss Rumphius, by Barbara Cooney. When 
Alice Rumphius was a little girl, her 
grandfather told her, “You must do something 
to make the world more beautiful.” This book 
is beautifully illustrated by the author, a two-
time Caldecott winner. The original art for the 
book can be seen in the Bowdin College 
Museum of Art in Maine.  

Recent Reads Book Group 

Our next meeting will be Monday, April 9 from 1-2pm 
in Bunting Library. 

Meet with other book enthusiasts and share about 
books you have read. 

Enjoy delightful fellowship and delicious snacks! 
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The GREEN Team and UMW say Thank You!! 

Once again, the congregation of NUMC has responded very 
generously when asked to help. Your donations of items for 
hygiene kits for Westside Health's Migrant and Seasonal 
Agricultural Workers outreach program have been 
overwhelming.  As you enjoy fruits and vegetables this 
season, you will know you helped those who help harvest 
them!   

Soup Jars 

Do you wonder what to do with the soup jars after you have 
enjoyed the soup you bought from UMW? You can return 
them here at the church! There is a red box in the marble 
entrance labeled soup jars. We appreciate your bringing 
them back so we can use the jars (with new lids)  the next 
time we make soup.    

 

Spring New Member Class 

-Reception into membership on May 27 at the 9:30am service- 

Want to make it official? If it’s time for you to take the step into 
membership at Newark UMC, please join our  3-session New Member 
Class this spring. All sessions are on Sundays following the SonSpirit 
service (12:30-1:30pm): April 15, April 29 & May 20.  

Please call the church office (302-368-8774) to let us know you are 
interested—we’re looking forward to having you join us! 

NUMC’s Noisy Methodist t-shirts are on 
sale now by our Women’s Retreat team. 
Get your order in by 5/6 for pickup on 
5/13. Visit our table at the Welcome 
Center (cash/check/credit. Shirts are $15 
(XL priced slightly higher), and are 
available in youth and adult sizes. 

We are aiming for a sea of red in the pews 
for Pentecost (May 20). Don’t miss out! 
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Young Adult Ministries 
Theology on Tap—April 10 & 24   

Open to all young adults! Good food and good 
conversations about religion, current events 
and theology.  

Find us on Facebook at Newark UMC Young 
Adult Ministry for information and locations, 
or contact Melanie Hartley. 

Our Paws for Books Spring Social and Book Fair was the cat’s meow! Patrons had a howling 
good time listening to Miss Cathy Irwin’s tunes, having their faces painted and reading to 
pups from Paws for People. We were able to raise several hundred dollars that will help 
purchase supplies and materials as well as earn new books for our classrooms—thank you for 
your generous donations, and for attending our social and book fair. This event is our main 
fundraiser and we could not have had such success without your help! 

Space is still available for the 2018-2019 school year! 

Do you know someone who is interested in touring the preschool? If so, please pass our 
information along to anyone who may be interested in any of the programs that Newark 
Methodist Preschool has to offer! Contact the preschool office for details (302-368-1754; 
tsharp@newark-umc.org). 

The preschool will be closed for spring break from March 30-April 6. 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Mission Trip Money Tree:  

April 8-May 6 

If you want to help support the youth mission 
trip, but think you don’t have much time or 
resources to give? The Money Tree is here!  

On the tree will be envelopes with different 
dollar amounts. All you have to do is take an 
envelope, make a donation or leave us some 
prayers and return it to the team. That’s it! 
You choose the amount and how you want to 
give- even if it’s all pennies! 

The Money Tree will be displayed in The 
Welcome Center on Sundays in the Welcome 
Center after the 8am service and in Heritage 
Hall after the 9:30am service.  

Contact Melanie for information, and look for 
us on Sunday mornings! 

mailto:302-368-1754
mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Sunday Adult Learning Opportunities 

All are welcome! 

Teachables: 9:30am (Samuel Wesley Rm). We are continuing 
the Adam Hamilton study, Half Truths: God Helps Those Who 
Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t Say. A 
new half-truth is examined each week, so feel free to try out 
this class! 

Trying Christians: 11am (Memorial Lounge, except on Used 
Book Sale Sundays-may move to Samuel Wesley Rm). The first 
three weeks in April, we’ll view a Phillip Yancey DVD, The 
Jesus I Never Knew, followed by one week on Earth-care: Bless 
the earth: Hope for Humanity (4/29). 

Neither group is scheduled to meet on Easter Sunday. 

 

Chick Flicks—Betty and Coretta on April 14 

From the IMDB website: 

“They killed our husbands, Betty, but they didn't kill their ideas. They are still alive. What's important now 
is for us to carry them forward.” After the assassinations of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., their 
wives are left to carry on their ideas and dreams. After a meeting at a convention Betty (Mary J. Blige) and 
Coretta (Angela Bassett) forge a life-long friendship as well as becoming a force in the Civil Rights era.  

This review also included the opinion that this is not a “preachy” Civil Rights 
movie, but an intimate portrait of a friendship between the two women, 
thrown together by assassins’ bullets.  

Lunch info: Although we’ll meet at the usual time (noon), there will be a 
breakfast/brunch casserole (and beverages) provided, so pre-registration is 
very important. Attendees may contribute fruit, pastries, or muffins to go with 
the casserole. Please contact Donna (dhitchner@newark-umc.org; 302-368-8774 
x225), by Wednesday, 4/11.  

GREEN Team News 

GREEN Team, in case you missed it, your 
participation in the team’s Ash Wednesday 
Fellowship/Fundraising Dinner once again raised 
enough money for Nkonin’s tuition. Many thanks to 
everyone involved! 

NUMC family: Please remember that the UMW/
GREEN Team joint mission project is collecting 
items for Delaware’s seasonal migrant farm workers. 
More information may be found on the NUMC 
website or in the weekly e-news.  

http://newark-umc.org/wp/2018-umw-green-team-mission-project/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/2018-umw-green-team-mission-project/


IN
 T

H
E

 L
IF

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 

8 

Discipleship Growth Opportunities  

(newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples)  

 

Covenant Discipleship Groups  

For more information about this Wesleyan model for growth in discipleship, contact 
Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edu, 302-738-9524). If interested in joining 
one of the current groups, contact the group convener listed below. 

• Sunday 9:15am – Kevin Smith (klsmith1920@gmail.com) 

• Sunday 7:00pm – Marina Lutz (lutzm@neumann.edu) 

• Monday 2:00pm – Ruth Oatman (roatman2@earthlink.net) - group 1 

• Monday 2:00pm – Jo Anne Deshon (deshonj@udel.edu) - group 2 

• Tuesday 7:00pm – Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edu) 

• Wednesday 7:30am – Karen DeMonte (kademonte@gmail.com) 

• Thursday 11:00am – Betsy Kent (blkent@udel.edu) 

• Friday 6:30am – Sue Hollenbeck (sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com) 

 

Disciples TREE 
As an alternative to weekly meetings, the commissioned Class Leaders (discipleship 
“coaches”) listed below have committed to regular, monthly one-on-
one communication with participants. Contact Mark Deshon 
(deshon@udel.edu, 302-738-9524) if you're interested in discipleship 
growth through this model. 

Hungry Wesley Foundation students 
count on Brunch Angels to provide 
yummy treats on Sunday morning... 

Who are these Brunch Angels? Just look in the 
mirror! Yes, YOU can help feed our growing hoard 
by dropping off breakfast items in the Wesley Lounge before 
noon on Sundays. 

Many times, groups from within the church put their heads 
together and plan a brunch menu for the students. A sign-up 
form with available dates is posted outside of the Wesley 
Lounge.  

Thank you all for your "heavenly" contributions! 

 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
tel:%28302%29%20738-9524
mailto:klsmith1920@gmail.com
mailto:lutzm@neumann.edu
mailto:roatman2@earthlink.net
mailto:deshonj@udel.edu
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
mailto:kademonte@gmail.com
mailto:blkent@udel.edu
mailto:sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
tel:%28302%29%20738-9524
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Teach Us All—Segregation For a New 
Generation 

April 24, 6pm at NUMC 

As we pass the 60th anniversary of the 1957 Little Rock 
school desegregation crisis, educational inequality remains 
among the most urgent civil rights issues of our time. Like 
Little Rock, today Delaware presents a microcosm of the 
inequities and challenges manifesting in classrooms all 
across America. Through case studies in Little Rock, New 
York City, and Los Angeles, Teach Us All seeks to bring 
the critical lessons of history to bear on the current state of 
U.S. education. The film investigates 60 years later, how 
far have we come—or not come.  

A panel discussion will follow to raise the voice of thought 
leaders (including students) on every level of education 
and inform the way we catalyze action from here.  

We hope that you’ll join us on April 24! Attendance is by 
registration only (go to http://newark-umc.org/wp/
teach/). 

Seating is limited, so don’t delay!  

Social Justice 

A Biblical Approach to a Way Forward— 

Affirming LGBTQ Inclusion 

May 12, 9am-4pm at NUMC 

We will have guests from Epworth UMC (Rehoboth) to present this 
workshop, part of their FIRE (Faithfully Inviting and Reconciling 
Everyone) ministry.  

Topics for the day include exploration of  

• Different ways of interpreting the Bible 

• Three passages used to exclude LGBTQ 

• Four fundamental Biblical principles that support LGBTQ 
inclusion. 

Stay tuned for further information on registering for this event. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/teach/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/teach/
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Outreach 

Native American Ministries Sunday 
April 15 

On this Special Sunday, in the United 
Methodist Church, our giving allows 
Native Americans to encounter, worship 
and serve Jesus while honoring and 
celebrating Native American culture. 
Donations given toward Native American 
Ministries Sunday are dedicated to missions 
that equip and empower Native American 
pastors, congregations and seminarians to 
do what only they can do: authentically 
worship and serve Jesus. 

Last year NUMC gave $459 to the Native 
American Ministry. Thank you! 

There will be a Special Sunday giving 
envelope in the bulletin on April 15. 

If you wish to give to Native American 
Ministries online, please go to the NUMC 
online giving page (http://newark-
umc.org/wp/online-giving/) and indicate 
Native American Ministries under Optional. 

Books! 

Thanks for your generous response to the 
collection of books and calendars for the 
Newark Manor Nursing Home. Twenty 
books and sixty calendars were delivered. 
Remember that books may be donated 
anytime—label your donation and leave it 
in the NUMC office. Large-print books are 
especially appreciated! 

We also received fifteen children’s books. 
Please remember that we need books for 
students through high school as well as for 
adults. These books also may be left in the 
office: please label them for the Newark 
Empowerment Center. 

The Newark Empowerment Center book 
collection started years ago with a dozen 
books in a cardboard box. Now there are 
several bookshelves and 40-80 books are 
distributed monthly. Thanks to you all! 

Thank you for your generous support 
of all NUMC missions! 

Thank you to all who contributed to the 
Lenten Offering! Our collective NUMC 
donation will go directly to support the 
Central Congo Partnership.   

Enjoy these photos from our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Joe Archie, who 
recently returned from a mission trip to the 
DRC (Democratic Republic of the Congo), 
where he served as a volunteer from our 
Peninsula DE District. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/


IN
 T

H
E

 L
IF

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 

11 

Emmanuel Dining Room  

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged 
store-bought cookies to fulfill our 
monthly commitment to Emmanuel 
Dining Room. We appreciate your 
help in bringing these to the church 
office by 9am on Thursday, April 
19. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

The Congregation in Action (CIA) Team’s 
2018 Silent Auction was the most 
successful auction yet, resulting in $8,542 
now available to fund various ministries 
that might otherwise not be possible 
within current budget constraints. 

• Over the past two fiscal years, "normal 
CIA operating expenses" were 
approximately $1,600/year, covering 
annual pledge campaigns; fees for the 
church picnic, Community Day, and 
Newark Nite; books and other 
expenses for New Members classes, 
Fellowship Hour costs, Visitor Gifts, 
and giving envelopes. 

• Since the Silent Auction occurs in 
alternate years, CIA will retain $3,200 
from the auction to fund two years of 
its activities supporting our church 
family in good stewardship of prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness.  

• As announced at Council last month, 
CIA will designate auction funds for 
other ministry teams that have mission 
goals that are not feasible within 
current budget constraints. To date, 
only the Worship Team has requested 
$1,000 for purchase of banners for use 
in Heritage Hall to make that space 
inviting for worship services. 

• That leaves $4,342 to help NUMC 
radiate God’s love through your team’s 
missions! But we need to know your 
needs… 

Please contact Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com, 302-239-4646) with 
a description of your ministry team’s 
proposed use of additional funds.  

Congregation in Action: 

Funding Available for NUMC Team Missions 

Making a Difference 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

May Parish Notes deadline: 4/15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Save the date— 

CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, June 10 

Start your summer at White Clay 
Creek State Park with good 

friends! 

On Sunday, June 10, our NUMC 
family (and friends) will hold a 
church picnic at White Clay Creek 
State Park, rain or shine.  Enjoy 
good food, wonderful fellowship, 
and organized family games.  Mark 
your calendars–
and watch for 
more details!  

 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

