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First Taiz

6pm Wednesdays in the Chapel: 

Noisy Methodist Prayer! 

 In addition to our Wednesday Taizé services of 
grace and peace, we have added this weekly 
opportunity to pray out loud to the Lord.  

Join us as we lift up petitions and supplications 
for each other in the church, the community, the 
nation, and the world. See you next Wednesday! 

Join us in Worship this Season! 

Christmas Eve  
4pm: Family Service  

Sanctuary 

Carol Choir, Choristers, and Organ  

 

7pm: Contemporary Service  

Heritage Hall  

SonSpirit Band and Singers  

 

9pm: Lessons & Carols 

Chancel Choir, Brass, and Organ  

Silent Night Sung By Candlelight  

 

11pm: Lessons & Carols With Communion  

Soloists & Organ  

Silent Night Sung By Candlelight  

New Yearõs Eve (Sunday, 12/31): Regular Service Times  

Advent  

Advent Taizé  

Wednesdays in Advent  

7pm in the Chapel  

Dec. 6, 13, 20 

 

Advent IV 12/24  

9:30am 

One Service 



Lay Leaders:  
Danny Fisher, Richard Gaines, Lisa Gensel, 
Betsy Kent  
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Derrick E. Porter  ext. 214 

Campus Pastor (Wesley Foundation) 
Rev. Ward Mesick   ext. 216 

Director of Education Ministries  
Donna Hitchner    ext. 225 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries  
Melanie Hartley   ext. 217 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist  
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Interim Office Manager &  
Sunday School Administrative Assistant  
Lisa Santare   ext. 213 
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Manager  
Rob Taylor   ext. 227 
 

Custodian  
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 

2 

Pastorôs Message 

Luke 2:6-7(NRSV): While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  

During this Christmas and holiday season, we are 
reminded of the story of the birth of Jesus when His mother 
and father were in search of hospitality in Bethlehem. They 
found that there was no room at the inns: they were all 
filled with people. The only place they could stay was with 
the animals. This is how our Lord was welcomed into the 
world. We are charged, though, to welcome people into our 
church with loving hospitality. In fact, we are to exhibit 
radical hospitality to all who come to worship and 
fellowship here at NUMC.  

I am writing today to recruit persons interested in 
dedicating themselves to this ministry of hospitality. I need 
people who are willing to be prayerful and focused on this 
task, and this task alone. It truly is a Godly task, for your 
welcome can make the difference between a person staying 
to establishing a life-changing relationship with Christ here 
at NUMC or continuing to search for Jesus elsewhere. 
Please prayerfully consider being part of the team that will 
usher new persons into the fellowship life of this loving 
congregation. Our Intentional Hospitality plan:  

1. We will assemble a group of people committed to the 
ministry of hospitality who will dedicate their time and 
energies to this task and form our radical hospitality 
team. There will be a meeting on Sunday, 1/21, at 12:30. 
Please contact Lisa Santare to share your intention to 
participate ( lsantare@newark-umc.org) 

2. The members of the Radical Hospitality Team will be 
assigned to visit the designated churches below 
(unannounced) to experience firsthand hospitality done 
in an intentional and excellent way. After the visits, we 
will meet again to compare observations about the 
experiences. 

Cornerstone UMC, Bear, DE 
Connection Community Church, Middletown, DE  
Atonement UMC, Claymont, DE  
Hope Community Church, Claymont DE  

3.   The team members will then contact the hospitality 
team of the church they visited and arrange a meeting 
with the team at that church to discuss in detail their 
teamsõ operation and structure. 

4. With this collected information/experience we will 
meet to establish, develop and deploy our own radical 
hospitality program here at NUMC.  

Continued on p3 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
mailto:lsantare@newark-umc.org
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Pastorõs message/conõt from p2 

If you are not able to participate, please pray for our efforts to guide minds and hearts to receive 
people in a loving way that will lead them to Christian fellowship here at NUMC.  

Jesus said, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for 
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. (Matthew 7:7-8) 

Lord we are asking for people to welcome and embrace the persons you send us here at NUMC. 
Send people to be part of our team, whose hearts are full of your love and overflowing with 
your hospitality. Let us truly show that all are welcome here at NUMC by extending radical 
hospitality to all who come here. Lord, help us to show that there is room at the inn at NUMC.  

First State Ringers  
2017 Holiday Concert Schedule 

Saturday, 12/2, 10:30am and 11:30am: Christmas In Odessa   
Old St Paul's Church, 506 High St, Odessa  
(not handicapped accessible) 

Friday, 12/8, 7pm: Newark Free Library   
750 Library Ave, Newark  

Saturday, 12/9, 1pm: Newark Free Library  
750 Library Ave, Newark  

Sunday, 12/10, 3pm: NUMC Department of Music Concert    
NUMC, 69 E. Main St, Newark  

Tuesday, 12/12, 7pm:  Bear Library   
101 Governor's Place, Bear   

Wednesday, 12/13, 7:30pm: Appoquinimink Library   
651 N. Broad Street, Middletown 

CAROL FESTIVAL 

Sunday, December 10 at 3pm 
 

Chancel Choir & Choristers 

Flute, Oboe & Organ 

 

A cookie reception will follow! 
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Youth Ministry 

Thank you to everyone who attended 
our baked potato bar dinner for the 
youth mission trip! We raised $387 
towards our summer mission trip to 
Philadelphia, PA. Your time, funds and 
love mean so much to our teamñwe are 
deeply grateful to you all!  

Whatõs coming up:  

¶ On 12/10, NUMC youth will assist 
Outreach in wrapping Angel Tree 
gifts. Itõs an annual tradition and itõs 
one of our favorites! 

¶ Students and leaders will be 
attending the conference youth rally 
on January 5-7. Weõre looking 
forward to a great weekend 
together! 

¶ Confirmation Sunday is January 21! 
Please join us as we welcome our 
students as full members of our 
church family!  

Young Adult Ministries  
Theology on Tap 

Join us on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30-8:30pm. Open to all young 
adults! Good food and good 
conversations about religion, current 
events and theology.  

Find us on Facebook at Newark UMC 
Young Adult Ministry for 
information and locations, 
or contact Melanie Hartley.  

A note from Melanie:  

We are on the brink of another new year. 
We begin the liturgical year with the start of 
Advent, and we wait for the birth of Christ 
as we wait for 2018. At this current time in 
history, I will admit that it is difficult for me 
to look forward to another year. It feels like 
we are simply approaching another year of 
division, destruction and heartache. It seems 
fitting that we celebrate a season of 
anticipation at the same time we are 
anticipating another calendar year.  

Perhaps God has always known that we 
would need hope, peace and joy to lead into 
the unknowns we will face in the future. It is 
easy to be discouraged by what we see on 
social media or the news. Let us all choose 
to keep the spirit of Advent alive in us and 
use that spirit to work for justice, express 
compassion and truly love our neighbor as 
Christ has loved us.  

Reminder ï NEW Sunday School schedule 

Sunday School workshops for ALL classes, Preschool through 5 th/6th Chat ônõ Chew begin 
after the Childrenõs Message and end at 10:45am. 

Please note: 

¶ Carol Choir rehearsal is from 10:40 to about 11:10 through December 17.  
¶ Starting January 7, Carol Choir rehearsal will be from 10:45 until about 11:15.  

Parents: Please enjoy the fellowship time after the 9:30am service until itõs time for your 
children to be released from Sunday School!  
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Sunday Mornings at NUMC 

 

December 1: Advent Festival/Greening of the Church 

5:30-6:00pm: try out the new òPasta in a Coneó craze in the dining 
room (donations gratefully accepted to offset costs),  

This will be followed by  
Guest presentation by Heifer International  
 Crafts (some suitable for gifting)  
  Caroling in front of the church  
   Hot chocolate and cookies 

It would be REALLY HELPFUL for families to register in advance.  

Last-minute sign -ups can be received through noon on 12/1 by text to 
302-383-3424. Be sure to include your name and the number attending. 
Thanks! 

Adult Sunday Morning  
Learning Opportunities 

Teachables (9:30am; Samuel Wesley Room) 
¶ December 3-10: Not a Silent Night (Adam 

Hamilton)  
¶ December 17: Attending the Trying 
Christiansõ brunch 
¶ (no class December 31) 
¶ January 7-28: Hollywood Jesus  (Matt 

Rawle) 
 
Trying Christians  (11am; Memorial Lounge)  
¶ December 3: òHope,ó led by Roland Roth 
¶ December 10: The Coalition to Dismantle 

the New Jim Crow  (Michelle Alexander), 
led by Jo Anne Deshon 

¶ December 17: òThatõs What Christmas Is 
All About,ó facilitated by Roland Roth 

¶ December 24: Christmas Brunch 
¶ (no class December 31) 
¶ January 7-21: St. Augustine, led by Jerry 

Swalley 
¶ January 28: UMCOR, led by Regina Roth 

Advent Sunday School 
Learning to Live Mindfully  
in our Stressful World 

Sundays from 11-12: December 3, 10, 17 & 24.  

No mindfulness experience necessary! 

During the holiday and Christmas season, it is 
often more apparent that we are living in a 
culture of too much: too much stress, too much 
stimulation, too many demands on our time, 
patience, and resolve. It is an easy time to get 
caught up and miss the true gift of Christmas or 
even to stay relaxed and present. We are often 
off in a list of òto-doõs.ó 

Join me and others at our church to learn how to 
have more calm and intention in our Advent and 
our lives, opening us to more joy and gratitude. 
We will be working with our Advent and other 
readings to support this mindful approach to 
Christmas and the New Year. 

Looking forward to being with you ñany 
questions? Feel free to email me 
(clpalmermindfulness@gmail.com). If you 
cannot make all 4 sessions, you may still want to 
attend and learn a bit about living more 
mindfully. It is a quieter, less reactive way to be 
in the world that can bring us closer to ourselves 
and to our faith.  -Cara Lee Palmer 
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Alternative Giving for Christmas 

As you consider something different for 
Christmas giving this year, keep Heifer 
International  in mind as an alternative 
gift in honor of a friend or loved one ña 
gift that puts true meaning back into 
giving, and that brings promise to 
hungry families and an opportunity for 
better lives. Call 1-855-848-6437 or visit 
http://www.heifer.org/catalog  for 
giving opportunities to help end 
hunger and poverty around the world.  

Another good choice is the Water is 
Life Kenya project 
(www.waterislifekenya.com ) which 
NUMC has helped sponsor in the 
recent past. Their main office is just up 
the street from our church! Mailing 
address: Water Is Life Kenya, 314 E. Main 
St., Kelway Plaza Suite 2, Newark, DE 
19711.   

Special Giving Sunday 

Human Relations Day: Sunday, 
January 14 

Your donations toward this Special 
Sunday are combined with those from 
Methodists everywhere to strengthen 
United Methodist community outreach 
to those living on the margins of society 
by nurturing at -risk youth, supporting 
communitiesõ self-improvement efforts 
and advocating for the oppressed.  
Examples include: 

¶ Building relationships among teens 
experiencing racism  

¶ Leading recovering addicts towards 
healing  

¶ Finding work for ex -offenders 

If you wish to give to Human Relations 
Day online, please go to the NUMC 
online giving webpage ( http://newark -
umc.org/wp/online -giving/ ) and type 
in Human Relations Day under Optional. 
Remember, 100% of your donation will 
go directly to Human Relations 
Projects. 

Angel Tree 

Thank you to all who took part in Angel 
Tree Christmas. 53 children who have a 
parent in prison will be receiving gifts this 
Christmas, thanks to you. 

What a wonderful way to spread the Love of 
Christ! 

The Outreach Committee 
wishes our NUMC family a 
Merry Christmas and 
Peaceful New Year! 

http://www.heifer.org/catalog
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Third Silent Auction and Coffeehouse 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, January 27, 6-8pm for our third Silent Auction & 
Open Mic Coffeehouse! 

Please think about donating special items or services for the auction. Send a note to 
Kathy Werrell  (kcwerrell@gmail.com) with the description. Tutoring, baking, 
babysitting... creatively use your God -given talents!  

Think about businesses you regularly support (restaurants, jewelry stores, hair and 
nail salons, gift shops, gyms). Asking is NOT hard: Kathy can provide you with a 
solicitation letter! All you need to do is address it to a business, sign it, and deliver it 
(hopefully to a person who would recognize you). Let Kathy know which of your 
favorite establishments you will ask to contribute an item or gift card to be 
auctioned, the proceeds from which will help fund the various ministries at NUMC.  

And join us for the Coffeehouse! The Congregation in Action Team is calling all 
musicians, comedians, and closet shower singers! Performers are needed for the 
coffeehouse, which is taking place during the silent auction. All are invited to share your 
talents and giftsñsing, play an instrument, read a poem, tell jokes! Perform as a family! If 
you are interested or have questions, please reach out to Erika Angelo  
(Erikagrabher@msn.com; 302-750-8640). 

Save the Date! 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 

Enjoy fine food and fellowship at 1pm, followed 
by a Brandywine Brass concert at 3pm!   

Luncheon tickets will be on sale in January (only 
$10 each) and the concert is free, courtesy of the 
George Kirk Concert Series. Watch for more 
details! 

A few items from our auction inventory: 

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
mailto:Erikagrabher@msn.com
mailto:Erikagrabher@msn.com
tel:(302)%20750-8640

