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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

6pm Wednesdays  

in the Chapel: 

Noisy Methodist Prayer! 

 In addition to our first-Wednesday Taizé 
services of grace and peace, we have added this 
weekly opportunity to pray out loud to the 
Lord. 

Join us as we lift up petitions and supplications 
for each other in the church, the community, the 
nation, and the world. See you next Wednesday! 

Taiz

The George Kirk Concert Series 
Presents a Night at the Movies! 

Friday, October 20 @ 7pm 

Featuring the silent movie classic  
Phantom of the Opera 

Accompanied by concert organist 
Joshua Brodbeck 

 

Get in the Halloween spirit with this 
spooky tale! 

Did You Know? 

There are many ways that you can serve our church with a minimal amount of time. 
If you can give us an hour or two occasionally, please consider volunteering for one 
or more of the following committees—contact the individuals below for more 
information: 

Altar Guild: Janet King (jlkwvr@yahoo.com) 

Wedding Coordination: Stephanie Givler (givler239@comcast.net) 

Communion Stewards: Carol Reynolds (carolreynoldspt@yahoo.com) 

Sewing and Mending: Gayle Haberkost (dickandgayle@icloud.com) 

The Light of God Shines*: Charlene Mylin (charm@udel.edu) 
*making sure the candles in the sanctuary are kept filled with oil as needed 

These jobs give everyone a chance to serve with a small commitment of time and 
effort. Please consider volunteering. You can also call the church office with 
questions or to volunteer. Thanks! 

mailto:jlkwvr@yahoo.com
mailto:givler239@comcast.net
mailto:carolreynolds@yahoo.com
mailto:dickandgayle@icloud.com
mailto:charm@udel.edu
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Imagine 

In a sermon on the story of the loaves and the 
fish (Matthew 14:13-21), I was inspired to 
project a vision of ministry for this church. 
Each year to our joy or chagrin, 24,000 college 
students descend upon the town of Newark. 
They come from all over our great nation and 
from all over the world. NUMC is situated right in the 
middle of campus and their activities: our location nearly 
dictates that we do something with them.  

They are here again this year. What do we do with them? 

I would like you to close your eyes after reading this article 
and imagine NUMC connecting with at least 100 students a 
year. Imagine us planting the seeds of the Christian faith in 
their hearts by inviting them to participate in ministry and 
mission activities while they are here at UD.  

Imagine them returning home or going on to the places 
where they will enter careers. Imagine them returning home 
with a sense of divine purpose and calling in their life. 
Imagine them taking that Christian seed with them and it 
growing and multiplying the love, grace and mercy of Jesus 
in all the lives they touch and influence. Imagine what will 
happen to the world if year after year we send out more and 
more young people with the love of Christ in their hearts. 
Imagine what a vital ministry center this church will 
become (Matthew 13:23). 

Reaching 24,000 seems like an insurmountable task, but I 
see it as an exceptional opportunity. We need to be like the 
bears that get in the middle of a stream during the salmon 
spawning season where thousands of salmon are swimming 
upstream to spawn. We don’t expect to catch all the fish, but 
we can expect to catch some, because there are so many 
swimming by.  

Join us in the familiar call to be “fishers of men.” Join us in 
sharing the good news of the Kingdom of God and our Lord 
Jesus the Christ. Let us all seek God in prayer for the ways 
we can get out there among the students and feed the 24,000 
with the Gospel. Let us marvel at how God takes what we 
have and multiplies it to feed the world.  

-Reverend Derrick E. Porter 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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UD Freshman Move-in Day 

Getting the new year off to a great start! 
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A Note from Melanie: Fall is beginning to come in! The changes in the season are in full swing—
the trees are changing and shedding their leaves, the air is cooler and the days are shorter. Many 
of us like particular seasons and wish that our environment could stay that way all the time. And 
just like some of us want to keep the same season all year long, we want to keep certain things in 
our lives the same way: unaffected by change. Many people don't like change, always picking the 
same dish at a restaurant, going to one grocery store exclusively, or struggling to adjust to a new 
job or a change in our family.  

Change can be scary and difficult, but it also can lead to wisdom, growth and better things. Fall 
brings the end of the summer warmth, but with it comes new beauty and a fresh start. We can 
learn to live through change with hope and optimism, even though it may hurt in the moment.  

We can live in the both-ness. Change is coming, and with it, new opportunities!  

Sunday School Workshop (Fan the Flame) 
News! 

Bible Sunday will be held on October 22 in the 
9:30am service. 

There may be changes coming to the Sunday 
School schedule. Check this link (http://
newark-umc.org/wp/sunday-school-update/) 
later in the month, or watch the weekly e-news 
for details. 

Chat ‘n’ Chew – 5th & 6th Grade  
Sunday morning experience 

At this writing, we still are in need of 
discussion leaders for this extraordinary crew! 
The hope is to have a rotation of leaders in 
place so that each one will serve for (mostly) 
one Sunday per month (except for five-Sunday 
months). Primarily we’ve been looking for non-
parents to fill this team, but parents also are 
welcome to participate as discussion leaders or 
assistants. The session begins with a fellowship 
time when children may catch up with each 
other and with their leaders, then moves into a 
highly-scripted lesson (no, you don’t have to 
make up what to say—everything is written out 
for you, if you need it). If this is something 
you’d like to try out through the end of the 
year, please contact Donna as soon as possible 
so we can get you into the rotation. 

Another need for this class: the weekly supply 
of juice boxes/pouches and donut holes for the 
“chew” part of the session. If you are able to 
donate a supply of juice boxes/pouches, please 
bring them to the Christian Education office 
(Room 110). Or, you may choose to help with 
the cost of donut holes, either by purchasing 
one of the smaller boxes from DD next door (or 
from the grocery store the week before class), or 
by purchasing a DD gift card which can be used 
by CE personnel to purchase the donut holes on 
Sunday mornings.  

Many thanks from the Christian Education 
Team for whatever support you can give to this 
ministry! 

Youth group meetings:  
Sunday nights, 6-8pm  

Bonfire and Hayride:  
October 22 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/sunday-school-update/
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Adult Learning Opportunities 

Sunday Mornings 

 Teachables meet at 9:30am in the Samuel Wesley Room. We are continuing through 
October (to 11/5) with the Rob Bell book, Love Wins.  

 Trying Christians meet at 11am in Memorial Lounge. Their schedule may be found on 
the church website. We’ll start off the month with a look at the top ten United Methodist 
beliefs. A special session on 10/8 will feature a recap of the 2017 Youth Mission Trip. 
The rest of the month will include discussions on specific writings of the New Testament 
(Gospels of John and Mark). 

 Reading the Bible Today at 11am: Rev. Dr. David Palmer’s study continues through 
November 12. Come join us as we explore biblical scholarship and discuss how this can 
enrich our reading the Bible for guidance in our lives.   

Just in time for the holiday buying season, all 
women of the church (and friends) are invited 
to view a “seriously humorous” film which 
pokes fun at, and at the same time despairs 
over, the increasing commercialization of the 
Christmas season. 

The What Would Jesus Buy? project is the 
brainchild of Morgan Spurlock, the same guy 
who, in a less spiritual frame of mind, lost the 
junk food battle of the bulge against 
McDonald's with his Academy Award-
nominated high-calorie investigative doc, 
Super Size Me. He now turns his attention to 
the commercialization of Christmas, as he 
follows “Rev. Billy” and entourage as they put 
out a wakeup call to mall junkies everywhere. 
The good reverend exorcises the demons from 
assorted cash registers and credit cards as he 
urges consumers to return to a more authentic 
relationship with Christmas. (description 
adapted from amazon.com) 

Chick Flick – Saturday, November 11 at noon in Memorial Lounge 

The movie Santa doesn’t want you to see. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/TC_17-18.pdf
http://newark-umc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/TC_17-18.pdf


6 

B
U

N
T

IN
G

 L
IB

R
A

R
Y

/O
U

T
R

E
A

C
H

 
Bunting Library News 

RECENT READS BOOK GROUP 

Monday, October 9 at 1pm in Bunting 
Library 

Please come and meet with us to talk about 
books we have been reading—you just might 
hear about a book you’d like to read, too. 

And you can share in good company, delightful 
conversation, and delicious refreshments!  

DO plan to join us this month! 

Our cozy library is making some changes to 
become even more welcoming to readers 
and others who use the library for 
meetings, study, etc.  

Brand-new, comfortable rolling chairs are a 
better fit in our space and certainly give a 
nicer look to the place, as well! This 
improvement was made possible by the 
gracious and very generous gift of Marietta 
Garrett, first director of Bunting Library. 

Request for Books 

We are in need of more books for the 
Empowerment Center! We need books for the 
adult shelf and—especially—for the children's 
bookcase. If you have books you would like to 
contribute to the NEC bookshelves, please 
leave them in the office, marked Outreach.  

Note: Please do not take books directly to the 
Empowerment Center. The Outreach team 
needs to sort them, as not all books will go 
immediately to the shelves, but may be saved 
to replace the supply as books are taken. We 
want them taken—and because books are 
being taken, we need more now to replace our 
dwindling supply! 

Come in and browse the children's table 
displaying both new and familiar books for 
the fall season.   We are constantly adding 
books in every category throughout the 
year—come in often to check us out!  

A list of many of our new books purchased 
over the summer is posted just outside the 
library door in the hallway. Look it over—
you're sure to see something you will want 
to read!  

Outreach 

THANK YOU! 

Your Outreach Team reports that $5,457 

for Disaster Relief was donated for the 
week of Sunday, 9/3–9/10.  A check for 
that amount was sent to UMCOR on Sept. 
12. We expect that contributions will 
continue for the rest of the month and 
beyond, and these will be reported later.  

We are grateful for the generosity of our 
congregation. Thanks to everyone who has 
been able to help with this great need! 
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2017-18 Pledge Update 

(as of September 14, 2017) 

MANY THANKS to those who have responded to the call with their pledges for the 2017-18 
fiscal year. We have actually reached our modest goal of 150 pledges, which is very helpful 
for responsible staffing and spending. If you have not already submitted a pledge card or 
online pledge, we encourage you to do as soon as possible. Our true wish is that everyone 
should experience the joy of making a commitment to the work of God through NUMC. 

 

Fiscal Year Mission/Operating Budget Building/Debt Reduction 

  # Pledges $ Pledged # Pledges $ Pledged 

2017-18  150 $427,980  55 $39,077 

2016-17  130 $341,842 40 $22,543 

Service Led to Lifelong Friendships 

In 1979, two young couples were getting to 
know each other, brought together by 
volunteering to serve on Altar Guild. While 
they polished brass nameplates on NUMC’s 
pews, conversation led to an agreement that 
they should vacation together at the beach, 
and the rest is history! Since 1980, the 
Schmalz and Werrell families, often joined by 
the incredibly active Drew family, have 
vacationed together at the Delaware beaches. 
Their children—and now grandchildren—
have overlapping Godparents and consider 
themselves “cousins” as three generations 
continue creating wonderful memories! 

There is truly no better way to grow 
friendships than by doing so in conjunction 
with service to God—and NUMC offers 
LOTS of opportunities. Keep an eye on the 
Making a Difference page in each month’s 
Parish Notes, explore the NUMC web site 
(http://newark-umc.org/wp/our-
leadership/church-council/) or call the 
church office (302-368-8774) to make the right 
contact to help you get involved! 

Excitement is Building! 

Everyone should be gearing up for the 
January 27, 2018 Silent Auction & Open Mic 
Coffee House here at NUMC!  This month, 
plan to do the following: 

 Save  Saturday, January 27 on your 
calendar for the dual event! 

 Plan what special items or services you 
will donate for the auction and send a 
note to Kathy Werrell with the 
description (kcwerrell@gmail.com). 
Tutoring, baking, babysitting…creatively 
use your God-given talents! 

 Let Kathy Werrell know which of your 
favorite establishments (restaurants/
stores) you will ask to contribute an item 
or gift card to be auctioned—the 
proceeds from which will help fund the 
various ministries at NUMC. She can 
provide you with a solicitation letter. We 
also want to track the businesses being 
asked, so they are only approached once! 

More information will follow regarding the 
Coffee House with Open Mic. Start polishing 
your singing and entertainment talents! 

Congregation in Action 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/our-leadership/church-council/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/our-leadership/church-council/
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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A note from your Worship Team: 

“Stop, it’s 10:30!” 

(A List of Whys and Why Nots) 

Should a worship service have an assigned time limit? YES.  
There are many good reasons for a time limit: 

 Multiple services need to start on time. 

 Children’s Sunday School is planned to last the length of the service. 

 There needs to be time for fellowship between services. 

 We want to meet everyone’s needs before, during and after Worship. 

 

Should we shorten our Worship experience to make sure it is over on time? NO. 
Here’s why: 

 Worship is an experience to be enjoyed. The flow and momentum of the 
service is part of the blessing and contentment that we receive by 
worshipping our God.   

 The best of plans can be overruled by circumstances—sometimes it takes a 
little longer to accomplish them than expected, for a host of reasons. 

 We want our children to learn about God and enthusiastically participate 
in the Children’s Sermon.  

 Communion may take a little longer because people pause to listen to the 
blessing from the servers, then stop to pray.  

 While we limit the time for an individual pre-service announcement, there 
may be multiple important announcements before the service starts. 

Sharing our Life and Love  

Please remember there is no limit to God’s love—
on those few times a service runs over, let us 



9 

IN
 T

H
E

 L
IF

E
 O

F
 T

H
E

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 

You can now make a contribution to NUMC with 
a quick text message! 

Simply send a text to 302-200-3840 with the amount you 
would like to contribute (make sure to include the dollar 
sign before the amount, e.g., $25). Use the keyword 
Budget to contribute to the general church budget. We also 
can accept contribution to UMCOR for Harvey relief by 
using the keyword Harvey.  

Within a few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to 
register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and 
credit or debit card information. Once your registration is 
complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt via 
email. For future giving, simply send a text with the amount you 
wish to give, and it will process automatically! 

The pickles are here! 

Yes, the pickles are here!  Jesse 
Spear's famous recipe is now made 
by her daughter-in-law, Bonnie, and 
the delicious pickles are donated to 
the church each fall. Pints are $5, 
and are available in the Main 
Office. All proceeds go to the 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, which 
provides emergency assistance of 
various kinds. You’d better hurry—
they go fast!!! 

Communication works both ways... 

Please let the church office know if you notice 
that someone has missed a number of 
Sundays, or needs a visit or a call, or other 
help. 

Please let the church office know, also, if YOU 
need a visit or help. 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
mailed the church bulletin, either temporarily 
or ongoing, please inform Janet in the church 
office, 368-8774. 

Even though we try, we just aren't always 
aware of the changes that have happened or 
affected the folks in our midst.   

So, please—keep in touch, and never doubt 
that we care! 

tel:(302)%20200-3840
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Our Mission 

Congregational Care includes hospital and homebound/
assisted-living visitation, TLC (Tender Loving Christians), 
funeral receptions, Stephen Ministry and card ministry. We 
try to visit those in the hospital on a daily basis Monday 
through Friday and visit the homebound twice a month. 
TLC takes care of direct needs like providing meals, rides 
and other help, and we have a monthly card-sending 
campaign. Also part of Congregational Care is NUMC’s 
Stephen Ministry (see p.11), which provides weekly one-on-
one caring support for those who ask for this ministry.  

This is quite an undertaking for a church of our size, and we 
can always use more volunteers. We also need help from 
our congregants to identify members who would benefit 
from our caring ministries! Please contact Rich Lapointe 
with names, addresses, and phone numbers of those 
members that you are aware of (302-292-0539; 
rlapoint0539@gmail.com). Your help can truly make a 
difference! 

New Focus for Ministry: For the Children 

Here’s an opportunity for those of you who are looking for 
a way to make a difference as we settle into our 
comfortable fall routines.  

As you probably know, we have a team of folks who make 
monthly visits to hospitalized NUMC members.  Recently, 
member Joy Smith called our attention to the need for such 
visits to children. 

If you are interested in serving in this way, or if you have a 
family member (of any age) who would appreciate a visit 
while in the hospital, please contact the church office (302-
368-8774) or call Rich Lapointe (302-292-0539). 

We are called to serve. 

Congregational Care 

tel:%28302%29%20292-0539
mailto:rlapoint0539@gmail.com
tel:%28302%29%20368-8774
tel:%28302%29%20368-8774
tel:%28302%29%20292-0539
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Stephen Ministry at NUMC 

Do you (or someone you know) need someone 
with a listening ear and a voice of faith to remind 
you of God’s love and presence in a very difficult 
time? Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian 
men and women—trained to provide one-to-one 
care to people experiencing a difficult time in life, 
such as grief, divorce, job loss or change, chronic 
or terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to 
military deployment. We come from all walks of 
life, and we share a passion for bringing Christ’s 
love and care to people during a time of need. 

Visit the national Stephen Ministries website for 
more information. And contact Kathy Werrell 
(kcwerrell@gmail.com) or call the church office 
(302-368-8774) to learn more about the program here at NUMC.   

Our Stephen Ministers are here for you. 

Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining Room. 
We appreciate your help in bringing these 
to the church office by 9am on 
Wednesday, October 18. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

http://www.stephenministries.org/
mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 

Parish Notes Deadline October 15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

EXCITING NEWS!   

Newark United Methodist Church is compiling a new 
church directory in partnership with Lifetouch. 

Not only will we be taking individual/family portraits 
for our directory, but Lifetouch is providing an 
opportunity to take creative, full family portraits at the 
same time. Bring your pet, your extended family, your 
musical instruments. Be as creative as you like! 

Families will receive a free 8 x 10 just for scheduling a 
sitting. 

We have tried to provide a variety of dates—
weekdays, weekends, daytime, evening—to 
accommodate as many families as possible. We also 
tried to include some dates around Thanksgiving, 
when you might have extended family visiting. 

We will be sharing more information and details in 
the coming weeks.  Keep an eye out. 

Sunday 11/19/17 1-7pm 

Monday 11/20/17 1:30-9pm 

Tuesday 11/21/17 1:30-9pm 

Friday 11/24/17 1:30-9pm 

Saturday 11/25/17 9:30am-5pm 

Friday 12/1/17 1:30-9pm 

Saturday 12/2/17 9:30am-5pm 

Sunday 12/3/17 1-7pm 

Monday 12/4/17 1:30-9pm 

Tuesday 12/5/17 1:30-9pm 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

