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 The NUMC Welcome Center 

I arrived at NUMC in July 2016. For me it all started with a hole 
in the ground. The planning and implementation of ROF had 
gone on for years—I had been apprised of the planning because 
of my previous position as District Superintendent. I arrived at 
the point where the welcome center portion of the project was 
breaking ground and they were digging the foundation. It has 
been quite a ride.  

There was no parking lot, because it was also under construction. Since I parked 
behind the bank for the first two months, I got to see more of Main Street and its 
people than I probably would have had I been able to park behind the church. I 
was able to connect with a few people and get a feel for this vibrant commercial 
community as a result of my walk to and from the church.  

Once the foundation was in and the building started rising out of the ground I 
enjoyed the music of construction in my office on a regular basis. Hammering, 
drilling, grinding, and banging at different levels and frequency serenaded me 
often in the midst of my attempted office work. It made for a challenging work 
environment at times.  

Getting the temporary parking lot back was both blessing and curse. It was great to 
be able to park in the back of the church. It was also a colossal headache to navigate 
the issues of the construction on top of the normal operations of the church. 
Construction itself has inherent delays, setbacks and scheduling conflicts, and it 
makes for quite a recipe of conflict and frustrations. I am sure there are myriad 
stories from many that could be shared. This is the difference between an idea and 
the journey it actually requires to realize its manifestation.  

The construction is nearing completion now. We are tying up the loose ends, and 
we started using the Welcome Center entrance on Easter Sunday. What a 
wonderful feeling it was to walk into the entrance of that beautiful structure from 
the finished parking lot. The face of Delaware Avenue has been changed! Soon we 
will consecrate the Welcome Center, the digital sign and the ROF renovations in a 
ceremony on Sunday, June 4 at 9:30am: there will be a single service that day. It 
will start in the parking lot, where we will hold the consecration and ribbon-
cutting. Then we will proceed to Heritage Hall, where we will sing and celebrate 
the renovations. Then we will proceed to the sanctuary where we will enjoy those 
renovations and proceed with the celebration of Pentecost in a worship service 
which will include Holy Communion and District Superintendent Rev. Joseph 
Archie delivering the sermon. This will be quite a day: quite an accomplishment, 
quite a journey and quite a blessing.  

I pray that you are able to join us. If not, please join us in prayer for how God may 
use this blessing to welcome more people into a loving community of Christians 
who want to share the grace, mercy, and love of God with everyone they meet. 
May our Lord bless our Welcome Center as a gateway to the Kingdom of God.  

Enjoy your summer, and remember to personally invite someone to come to 
NUMC this year.  

-Reverend Derrick E. Porter 



Lay Leaders:  
Stacey Altemus, Danny Fisher,  Richard 
Gaines, Betsy Kent  

 
 
 

 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Derrick E. Porter  ext. 214 

Campus Pastor 
Rev. Mary K. Haggard(thru 6/30)   ext. 216 
Rev. Ward Mesick (beginning 7/1) 

Director of Education Ministries 
Donna Hitchner   ext. 225 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Melanie Hartley  ext. 217 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Sunday School Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Santare  
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Office Manager 
Danette Eberly   ext. 213 

Bookkeeper 
Pat MacKenzie   ext. 215 

Facility Manager 
Rob Taylor   ext. 227 
 

Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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PLEASE JOIN US 

JUNE 4 @ 9:30 AM 
as we consecrate our new 

WELCOME CENTER! 

We will begin outside the entrance to the 
Welcome Center for a short ceremony. We will 
then proceed to Heritage Hall and then on to the 
Sanctuary for worship. A special coffee hour/ 
reception will follow in Heritage Hall and the 
Welcome Center.   

June 4 is 

PENTECOST SUNDAY! 

Wear RED and... 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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Church Picnic - Sunday, June 11! 

Join us at White Clay Creek State Park on Sunday, June 11th 
at noon for a potluck picnic! (there will be 8:00 and 9:30 
services that morning; no SonSpirit.) Please bring a dish 
(appetizer, entrée, salad, or dessert) and drink to share! 
Please bring your own place settings (we will have some 
paper products should you forget). The CIA team will 
provide ice. Bring the whole family for food, fellowship, fun 
and games! Invite friends and neighbors! Carpool to save on 
the entrance fee ($4 per car for in-state, $8 for out-of-state)... 
find a friend who has an annual pass! 

A New Night—Downtown Newark 
Saturday, June 10, 3-9pm 

Join us for Newark’s premier street festival as we celebrate the 
beginning of summer in our great city, on our Great American 
Main Street. Stroll from curb to curb: the street is closed to 
vehicular traffic and our businesses and community 
organizations show off their best wares, services and foods. 

NUMC will be a part of the festivities, as we are every year…and WE NEED YOU! If you would 
like to help out and/or if you have any suggestions or ideas for how our church family can 
participate in this event, please reach out to Erika Angelo (302-983-7762; Grabher@msn.com) 
Thank you! 

mailto:Grabher@msn.com
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Space is still available  
for the 2017-2018 school year! 

Several spaces still remain in our preschool classes. Be sure to pass 
along our information to anyone who may be interested in any of 
the programs that Newark Methodist Preschool has to offer! 
Contact the preschool office for details. 

Preschool Office: 302/368-1754/tsharp@newark-umc.org  

Newark Methodist Preschool would like to 
extend its sincerest appreciation to those who 
generously contributed their resources and time 
to our fundraisers, playground raising and 
many other events and activities throughout the 
2016/2017 school year. These acts, big and 
small, have shaped our year into one of the best 
yet. Thank you for aiding in our success. 

Have a safe and happy summer! 

Thank you for all our Wesley brunch angels this 
past semester! Thank you for sharing your baked 
goods and casseroles.  Thank you for giving them 
a taste of "home" and showing the students that 
they are loved and welcome in this congregation. 

I want to thank Newark UMC and the Wesley Foundation for the 
past 12 years.  Thank you for all the love, laughter, Styrofoam 
sheep on sticks, colored hair, chili, subs, and odd 
announcements. Thank you for being open to some out-of-the-box 
thinking. Thank you for trusting me with your youth, and sharing 
in their lives and yours. Thank you for supporting me during the 
ordination process and celebrating with me when it finally 
happened. Thank you for welcoming my mom, Carol Haggard, 
and giving her a church phone. Thank you for letting me be your 
pastor, for allowing me to be a part of this wonderful 
congregation.  

Blessings, 

Mary 

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Guest Youth Choir: Church of the Savior UMC, Cincinnati, OH 

Thursday, June 15 at 7pm in the Sanctuary 

As part of their Mission Tour 2017, Church 
of the Savior UMC’s Celebration Singers & 
Ringers will present the worship concert 
Here to There, based on Matthew 17:20.  

The model for this group’s annual tour is 
to carry out mission work (this year in 
Pennsylvania) and perform in area 
churches and other venues. Over the years, 
their choirs have performed in 22 states, 
Washington, DC, England and Canada.  

Please join us in welcoming these 
committed youth as they share their 
passion for music in the midst of their call 
to service. 

Join us for Summer Choir! 

Have you wanted to sing with us but just don’t 
have the time for rehearsals?  

Do you want to find ways to share your love of 
music with your family, but can never get 
everyone together? 

Are you a “closet” singer who is ready to break 
out and join us in a low-pressure situation with 
easy-to-learn music you can share with the 
congregation the same morning? 

Are YOU in luck! 

Summer is the time for all of you to dip your 
toes in the musical waters—join us on the 
Sunday mornings below for 9am warmups and 
rehearsal for the 9:30 service: 

July 2 

August 6 

Come on in—the water’s delightful! 
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Contact Melanie Hartley (mhartley@newark-umc.org or 302-368-8774, x217) for more information, 
or find us on Facebook!  

Youth Announcements 
Coming Soon... 

 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 6:45-8pm: 
Youth Bible study is back! 

 Coming in June—Shady Maple and 
Laserdome! 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Riley Cappiello—Newark Charter HS 
To University of Delaware (Hospitality Mgmt) 

Heather Callahan—Newark Charter HS 
Princeton University 

Becca Caton--Newark HS  
To West Virginia University  

Julie Clark—Hodgson Vo-Tech HS  
To University of Delaware (English Education) 

Shelton Kimmons—Newark Charter HS 
To University Delaware  

Brynley Lammers—Mt. Sophia Academy 
To University of Delaware 

Claude Mitchell III--Christiana HS  
To University of Delaware (Wilmington Campus) 

Noah John Seador—Newark Charter High HS 
To Univ. of Southern California (architecture) 

Jack S. Smith—Newark Charter HS 
To University of Delaware (Finance) 

Paige Wilkins—Newark Charter HS 
To Washington College (Biology/Pre-Med) 

COLLEGE 

Kelsey Hammond—Towson University 
MS, Speech Pathology  

Laurella (Ellie) Espiritu Lutz--Univ. of St. Thomas 
BM, flute performance; BA, French 

Genevieve Piatt—Elizabethtown College 
BA, Psychology  

Selby Christine Seador—University of Delaware  
BA, International Relations and Spanish 

Megan Sharp--Pace University  
BA, Communications  

Young Adult Announcements 

 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 5:30-7pm: Young 
Adult Bible Study. Open to all young 
adults in our congregation. 

 Theology on Tap summer dates:  June 
14, July 12 & August 9, 6:30-8:30pm at 
the Deer Park Tavern. Folks are invited to 
join us for a night out on Main Street for 
a brew and discussions about theology, 
current events, politics and outreach. 

Proud of our NUMC Grads! 

mailto:mhartley@newark-umc.org
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Children’s Summer Sunday School 

As of this writing (mid-May), plans for our summer Sunday 
School have not been finalized. We expect to have a 
preschool class, which will use a commercially-published 
Vacation Bible School curriculum, and a One-Room 
Schoolhouse class for the remainder of the children who 
have attended at least two years of preschool (through Pre-K) 
up to grade 3.  

GREEN Teamers will need to sign up for the Sundays they 
are available as helpers in the Nursery, Preschool, or One-
Room classrooms. There also may be opportunity for GREEN 
Team lay readers/liturgists during the summer 9:30am 
worship service. Please request a sign-up form in the 
Christian Education (CE) office (Rm 110). 

Reminder: Any children entering grades 4 through 6 who are 
interested in becoming an acolyte should ask their parents to 
contact the CE office for more information. Current acolytes 
will be placed on the Fall 2017 schedule unless they notify 
the CE office (302-368-8774, x 225) that they are no longer 
available. 

Adult Summer Learning Opportunity 

We hope to have a summer faith-building/learning 
opportunity for adults at 11am on Sundays in Memorial 
Lounge. Keep an eye out for updates—or just come by at 11 
to join us! 
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Bunting Library News 

THANK YOU from Bunting Library 

Bunting Library thankfully acknowledges the generous 
donation of $5,000 from the Marietta Garrett Memorial 
Fund. Marietta lovingly served as head librarian for many 
years until her retirement 3 years ago. This wonderful gift 
will allow the library to keep building its collections, store 
historical NUMC archival documents and memorabilia, 
and keep us technologically updated. We are indeed 
deeply grateful for this most generous donation! 

And Another Thank You! 

The Library wishes to thank everyone 
who helped to make this year's Used 
Book Event another great success!  Our 
thanks extend to everyone who 
donated books; to the Wesley 
Foundation whose wonderful efforts 
made setting up for the event happen 
so easily and efficiently; to those, also, 
who helped to clean up afterward; and 
to all the people who came in, browsed 
and chose books to take with them and 
donated money for their selections! As 
of this writing, the event this year has 
earned the library nearly $400.  Thank 
you all! 

Summer Reading 

New books for all ages will continue 
to arrive throughout the summer—
look for them on display around the 
counters and on the children's table. 
Come into the library whenever you 
are in the building—we are open 
whenever the church building is 
open! 

Recent Reads Book Group 

Join the Recent Reads Book Group in June and 
July for the enjoyable sharing of books. Anyone 
can join in this friendly meeting! Bring a book 
you have read recently, share something about 
it, and tell us why you liked it (or not). Come on 
in—there are no attendance requirements. If 
you don't have a book to share, you can come 
just to listen, chat, and enjoy light refreshments 
and the good company of like-minded lovers of 
books. See us in Bunting Library at 1pm on 

Mondays, June 12 & July 10. 
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The Lord uses the NUMC family to serve God’s children who are in need, both near 
and far.  Thank you to everyone who participates in NUMC missions with your time, 
talents, and monetary gifts!   

Fiscal Year-End Update 

2016 Special Sunday Donations: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Offering 2017:  $3654.56; donated to the Newark Empowerment Center 

Additional monetary donations were made with Outreach budget finances to: 
 United Methodist Missionaries:  Women and Community (Nicaragua) & Mark and 

Deirdre Zimmerman (Nepal) 
 Africa University 
 Bishop’s Congo Mission 
 Borderlinks 
 Emmanuel Dining Room 
 Hope Dining Room 
 Newark Empowerment Center 
 English as a Second Language 
 Youth Mission Trip 
 Wesley Mission Trip 
 Green Team Campership 
 Pacem in Terris 
 Sojourners’ Place 
 Delmarva Teen Challenge 

Endless hours were spent for the following missions: 
 Hope Dining Room 
 Emmanuel Dining Room 
 Newark Empowerment Center 
 Code Purple 
 Angel Tree 
 CROP Walk 
 Trick or Treat for UNICEF 

Go-Bags: With your food donations, the Outreach committee assembles 750 Go-Bags 
per year for the Newark Empowerment Center. 

Angel Tree: With your gifts and monetary donations, 45 children from Delaware and 
Maryland received Christmas gifts. Angel Tree is a program of Prison Fellowship 
Ministry. Each child who received a gift has a parent in prison. 

Native American Ministries  $431.00 

Peace with Justice  456.00 

World Communion  490.00 

United Methodist Student Day 60.00 

Human Relations Day  522.00 

One Great Hour of Sharing  1329.79 

OUTREACH 

The Outreach bulletin board has a 
section devoted to The Faces of 
NUMC. Everyone is encouraged to 
turn in a photo of yourself, your 
family, friends or church group. 

Place the photos in the Outreach 
mailbox or in the main office 
(labeled Outreach). Photos should 
be turned in by July 15. 

Don’t be shy—we want a LOT of 
photos!! 
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UMW School Supplies Collection Coming Soon 

NUMC’s United Methodist Women will be collecting 
school supplies July 30-August 20. Summer is just 
starting, but it always seems to go by so fast! Mark 
your calendars so you can help us with this much-
needed collection. If you see any marked-down or 
sale items you just can't pass up before July, you can 
bring them to the church office, clearly marked UMW 
School Supplies.  

Covered Dish Luncheon--September 10 

The United Methodist Women's annual Fall covered dish luncheon will be on September 10 at 
12:15pm in the Dining Room. Come hear about the Wesley Foundation's March 2017 mission trip. 
Mark your calendars now, so you don't miss it! 

Music Factory 2017 presents 

Table for Five Thousand 

The Miracles of the Loaves and Fishes 

By Tom S. Long and Allen Pote 

August 13 @ 9:30am service 

Our annual music and drama camp runs August 7-11 
(Monday-Friday), with a worship performance on 
August 13. 

Rising 1st-3rd graders: 9am-noon 

Rising 4th-7th graders: 9am-3pm 

 

Registration deadline: June 30 

Please pick up a registration form outside the 
Christian Ed Office 

or register online at http://newark-umc.org 

NUMC Covenant Discipleship in the national spotlight! 

Our discipleship programs are featured in the national UMC’s Interpreter. Our own Mark Deshon 
was among those discussing their congregations’ ministries in in this area.  

http://www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/general-rule-of-discipleship-leads-to-disciplined-life
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining Room. 
We appreciate your help in bringing these 
to the church office by 9am on 
Wednesdays, June 21 & July 19. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

Thank you!  

The Outreach and Congregation In Action 
(CIA) teams thank everyone who 
contributed to the success of our Hope 
Dining Room Fundraiser! More than 60 
people enjoyed Jerry Swalley’s chicken a-
la-king dinner at the April 30 dinner, and 
multiple meals were donated to the 
Empowerment Center. This wonderful 
meal netted between $900 and $1,000 
(contributions still coming, we’re told!), 
which will offset the NUMC budget line 
used to support Hope Dining Room. 
Thank you! 

Help once a month— 
For just ONE HOUR! 

The Altar Guild is in need of help on Saturday 
mornings to prepare the sanctuary for worship. 
The behind-the-scenes tasks are important: what 
you see each week on Sunday morning does not 
just happen, but is accomplished by willing 
hands and hearts. The tasks are very easy and 
involve no heavy work.  

AG members work in teams of two on Saturday 
(usually in the morning), and it generally takes 
just an hour, once a month—if we could get 
more people on the team, it would not even be 
once a month. By the way, some of the working 
teams are husband & wife.   

Please consider the Altar Guild in your service 
to God and your church. If you have questions 
regarding details, find out more from Janet King 
in the church office (368-8774 or 368-1170). 

Dear NUMC Church Family, 

Joel, Kelley and Ben Garrett would like to 
send a special "thank you" to you all for 
your prayers during and after Kelley's 
surgery last October and after the house 
fire. We are so thankful for all of you who 
provided meals, rides from school for Ben, 
rides for Kelley, cards of support and 
monetary help after the fire. We cannot 
express the amount of blessings we 
have received from this wonderful 
community of people! Through all of the 
adversity, we have found that our church 
family is one of our greatest gifts from God. 
As we move back into our house, we ask for 
your continued prayers.  

Shalom,  

Kelley, Joel and Ben Garrett 



69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

Parish Notes Deadline July 15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taiz

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

