Prevenient Grace

Jeremiah 1:5:

oBefore | formed you in the womb
and before you were born | consecrated you;

| appointed you a prINRBHHet t o t he

This scripture verse is about the prophet Jeremiah. | want to
concentrate onthefirstpart 0 Bef ore | f or med yol
womb | knew youébod

God states that he knew Jeremiah before |
This is a profound statement for us to ponder today, for in this statement God

reveals that God knows us even before we are formed. God not only knows us,

God initiates relationship with usln other words, even before we know ourselves,

even before we know anything about God, God is involved with us. We

Unit MdyMeDhdd i

Met hodi sts have a term for this: Preveni
actions in our lives before we are even cognizant of God. Because of Prevenient
N Gr ace, you donot have to know about God,
O believe in God for God to be involved in your life.
o Some of wus I|i ke to act as if we have ear
We havendt earned it. We have just recei:’
; its parents. Godds | ove was already ther
QO thing to earn it. Read Psalm 139: it eloquently expresses the realization of that
= truth.

There is a growing group of middle -aged to young people that we in the church
affectionat el yO-M-BS. These Neosans do.nat prdfess any religion
or any organized/institutional faith. With what they have seen of religion, they

have decided to live their life without it. They see no need for connecting with a
faith community. It makes me wonder what kind of withess do we, the church,

give the Nones? What do we show them that is so unappealing? Are we

uninviting to them? How many personal invitations have they received from us?
Do we ever make them feel unwelcome?
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Godods grace is present in all/l our | ives,
and active in our lives, and every single day God is calling out to us so that we can
be in relationship with God.

What | am teaching is not cheap Grace. N
pl enty. It cost God Goddés only begotten
arrest, false charges, beatings, flogging. He was nailed to the cross and crucified,

they stuck a spear in his side, his blood poured out, he died and was put in a tomb

and it was sealed with a great stone. This Gracdi this Prevenient Gracefi was not

cheap at all: it cost Jesus everything.

But on the third day the stone was rolled away and Jesus rose up in victory over
sin and death. Jesus conquered the grave. And because he rose to life again, so
shall we rise to eternal life, for this Grace is available to you and me. God already
loves you just as you are.

It is time for us to love God back.
AMEN @
-Reverend Derrick E. Porter
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Radiating God'’s Love

302/3688774 [i Like us on

Facebook
www.newarkumc.org
webmaster@newarkumc.org

Lay Leaders:
Stacey Altemus, Danny Fisher, Richard
Gaines, Betsy Kent

NUMC recently completed facility renovations that
included a new bicycle-parking amenity, so it STAHF
donated its old bike rack to John R. Downes
Elementary School. Church Trustee Pete Schmalz .
(far left) and Rev. Derrick Porter celebrated an Senior Pastor

of ficial figifting momen|to wilthpv Q&rigkFoRorep  j n ¢ P alf
Trish Prettyman (in red), three teachers, and

three student bicyclists. The school gladly received

the gift, which will help encourage more kids to
improve their health by bicycling to school.
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musicians who made
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and memorabled we 6 r e Bookk
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Rob Taylor ext. 227
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Piedad Luna ext. 227
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WESLEY FOUNDATION

The Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that Rev. Ward Mesick will be our next Campus Pastor. His
appointment is effective July 1. Rev. Mesick is an ordained Elder in the
Wesleyan Church. John Wesley's followers formed many separate
denominations, the largest being the United Methodist Church. The Wesleyan
Church is a smaller group that originated from the teachings of John Wesley.

Ward, his wife Rev. Metty Mesick, and their daughters Lia and Elyse have been
a welcome presence at Newark United Methodist Church for the past three years. Ward and Metty
are both Affiliate Members of NUMC. Ward joined the Wesley Foundation staff in 2014 as
Assistant Campus Pastor. His experience working with our college students as well as managing
the many administrative functions of the ministry will assure a smooth transition. His interactions
with both students and church members are admired by many. Ward brings a wealth of
knowledge and a new perspective that our students are excited to experience.

Ward's appointment is currently interim over the next academic year. This will allow the Board of
Directors time to step back and reexamine the current and future staffing possibilities of the
ministry. We are confident in Wardbs ability
to our college students and others, grow the ministry, and help support our congregation. He has
been a continual asset to both the Wesley Foundation and Newark United Methodist Church.

Please welcome Rev. Ward Mesick and pray for the continued success of this ministry of the
United Methodist Church at the University of Delaware!

Thank you!

Thank you for willingness to bake for us, and to
buy and eat scrumptious food for us in the fall.
Thank you for buying our Super Bowl subs year
after year. Thank you for your prayers.

& | We had a great time in Tarboro, NC. We had a
huge impact on the community by installing a lot
of subflooring and insulation. We also had a long -
lasting impact on the UMVIM staff with our
evening devotions, and by creating the mural on
the wall in the photo.

Mission Trip Shirts!'! ~ We 6 r e s e | | -slaewed Butgendylshorts gith white print shirts from
t hi s vyea®$&sSuppliesiam linfitedr

—
Brunch Angels!!! L/\S’Q/\/\r_

Thereds still time. There are a fe\THELg'RD
od

wonderfully hungry college students. The semester is coming to an end, and
stress levels are increasing. We love everything from cinnamon rolls to eggy with all your
casseroles. Fresh fruit, baked ziti and taco salad are also favorites. You name heart SOU|

it, we'll eat it (just make sure there is one thing that is gluten -free). Please
strength,
sign up outside the Wesley Lounge with a few friends and share the love d d
with our 20 students. If you have any questions about what to bring, or what an . mind.
. . . Love your neighboras yourself.
our favorites are, please email Rev. Mary (fevmaryud@gmail.com). Qe
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Youth Announcements

Youth Mission Trip Money Tree
April 30 -May 21
Do you want to help support the youth
mi ssion trip, but t
much time or resources to give? The
money tree is here!

The tree will have envelopes with different
dollar amounts. All you have to do is take
an envelope, make a donation or leave us
some prayers, and return it to the team.
Thatds it! You
youwanttogivefieven i f itd
The money tree will be displayed in
Cokesbury Lobby after 8am services and in
Heritage Hall after 9:30am services.

Contact Melanie for information, and look
for us on Sunday mornings in May!
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Coming Soon!

1 Youth Bible Study is back, beginning
May 3, 6:458pm. We 6 | | be
the 1st and 3d Wednesdays of each
month.

m 4

9 May 21: Youth group end -of-the-year
party.
9 Shady Maple and Laserdome- coming

b et |

in June!

Contact Melanie Hartleyrbhartley@newark
umc.org 302/3688774, x217) for more
information concerning any Youth Ministry
or Young Adult event.

n k

Young Adult Announcements
Theology on Tap

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 10from
6:30-8:30pm at the Deer Park Tavern in
Newark.

Folks are invited to join us for a night out
on Main Street for a brew and discussions
about theology, current events, politics and
outreach.

V\}Ie cr)ng‘et oq’l ﬂwg ch)d tand chWegnesdays of

the month. All adults of all ages are
welcome, and all faith identities and
backgrounds are welcome.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

There is an ALL -WORSHIP Sunday at
9:30am on May 7, but thatods
BREAKOUT Sunday of the program year.
Children age 4 and older may attend the
breakout experience
r{\/I&ssa(gen and can be picked up in Rm 12
after the service. Children age 3 and
younger are invited to join their friends in
the Nursery (Rm 106). Parents, please note
that the breakout experience is not
appropriate for children under age four.

The | ast oOFan the
workshops for the year will be held on
May 21. On May 28, we will have a One-
Room Schoolhouse experience (game/
puzzles/video) follo
Message. This session is designed
specifically for age 4 through Grade 2.
Children 3 and younger are invited to join
their friends in the Nursery (Rm 106). All
other children will remain in the 9:30am
worship service.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Adult Learning Opportunities in May

The Teachables meet at 9:30am in the Samuel Wesley Room,
just inside the eastside handicapped entrance. We will
gather every week in May to hear about Sacred Stories Each
week is fairly self-containedfi drop-in observers/guests are
always welcome.

Trying Christians meet at 11am in Memorial Lounge. On the first two weeks this
month, we will discuss what happens (or perhaps what shouldhappen?) When

Christians Disagree,aDVD-based study. After this, wedll sper
weeks planning learning opportunities to be offered during the next program year

(9/27-57 18) . Have a topic youodd |ike to suggest/ fact
on May 21, and wedl | help you find resources!

Chick Flick T Saturday, May 13 at noon in Memorial Lounge

As the United States raced against Russia to put a man in space, NASA found
untapped talent in a group of African -American female mathematicians that served
as the brains behind one of the greatest operations in U.S. history. Based on the
unbelievably true stories of three of these women, known as "human computers"”,
we follow them as they quickly rise through the ranks of NASA alongside many of
history's greatest minds, specifically tasked with calculating the momentous launch
of astronaut John Glenn into orbit, and guaranteeing his safe return. Dorothy
Vaughan, Mary Jackson, and Katherine Johnson crossed all gender, race, and
professional lines while their brilliance and desire to dream big, beyond anything
ever accomplished before by the human race, firmly cemented them in U.S. history
as true American heroes. (20" Century Foy

~

Women of NUMC! Invite your friends! Letds get
inspiring true story (Please keep in mind that a second showing may be scheduled
at 4pm if more women are interested than can be comfortably seated.)

For lunch, all participants have the option of 1) bringing their own, or 2) contacting

Donna NO LATER THAN MAY 9 and requesting an email invitation to be included

in the group order at Jimmy Johndés. Those who
will be able to pay for their own lunch (usually $10 -$12 if ordering a typical boxed

lunch with drink), and it will be delivered to the church as part of the group order.

Coffee and cold beverages will be provided for those bringing their own lunches.

You may regqister using this form , or email/phone/contact Donna by May 9 with

your intention to attend! Email: dhitchner@newark-umc.org; 3023688774, x 225; in

-person: hand me a note. Seriouslyé hand me a n
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IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

GREEN Team and United Methodist
Women say Thank You!!!

Because of your generosity, the GREEN Team and
United Methodist Women worked together on

Palm Sunday to put 25 health kits together for the
Migrant and Seasonal Workers Program run by
Westside Health! We even had enough items left to
assemble more in May! The GREEN Team is having
a sleepover, and they will be busy making more kits.

Thank you to all who contributed items, and thank
you to all who helped put the kits together!

United Methodist Women Need Your Help!
UMCOR Cleaning Buckets Collection, April 30 -May 28

We will be assembling cleaning buckets for UMCOR at the beginning of June. You can
look for Information about the items on the church website, in the weekly e-news, and on
the posters on the bulletin board by room 109. Thank you for your help!

A-F: Two 50-ft or one 100t clothesline (cotton or plastic), 1 can air freshener (aerosol
or pump)

G-K: 1 insect repellent spray (6-14 0z), 5 scouring pads(no metal pads or soap built in)

L-P: 18 reusable cleaning wipes (no rags or terry cleaning towels). 6count packs can be
found at Dollar Tree; 2 pair latex or rubber kitchen gloves

Q-T: Two 50-ft or one 106t clothesline (cotton or plastic), 50 clothespins

U-Z: 5 dust masks, 18 reusable cleaning wipes (no rags or terry cleaning towels. écount
packs can be found at Dollar Tree

Eagle Scout Ceremony fi an invitation:

Hello to all my church family. | want to thank all
of you for your support during the years that | have
been involved in Scouting, choir, and Sunday School
here at the church. | earned the rank of Eagle Scout
on May 3, 2016.

My Eagle Scout Ceremony will be in the church

sanctuary on June 10 at 1pm. You are all welcome to
attend. There is a reception in Heritage Hall
afterward.

Please RSVP if you can attend
(Barbara Mitchell, 302-834-3677) so that
we can plan for food.

Hope to see you,

Claude Mitchell 1lI
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OUTREACH/RENEWING OUR FOUNDATION

OUTREACH
Go-Bag items needed

Outreach is requesting donations for 250 Go-
Bags to be assembled in early June. Please
leave your items in the main office by Sunday,
June 4, labeled for OUTREACH.

We need: microwaveable protein meals with
fliptop lids; boxed (real) juice; breakfast bars;
fruit cups; packaged cheese crackers with
peanut butter or cheese filling; desserts.

We do not have a need for ziplock bags at this
timefi THANKS!

Weekly transportation to NUMC needed

A refugee family from Pakistan (father,
mother, 19-year-old son) has recently moved
to Newark. They would like to come to
NUMC regularly, both for special services and
for the 11am SonSpirit services. However, they
are in need of transportation to and from
church. They live about 2 miles away, in
Victoria Mews on Elkton Road. If you are able
to help drive them, please contact the church
office or email Linda Steinkrauss
(Ijsteinkrauss@hotmail.com).

Newark Empowerment Center donations

Thanks to everyone who contributed socks,
razors and deodorant for the NEC. We
received 150 pairs of socks, 100 razors and
several dozen sticks of deodorant. All of these
items are needed and appreciated by the
clients. And even though the drive is over,
items may be contributed at any time. Just
label them EMP CENTER and leave them in
the office.

When you travel, please collect samplesize
hygiene items to donate to the Newark
Empowerment Center. These small sizes are
especially helpful for homeless clients. Our
collection box, covered with maps, will be in
Cokesbury Lobby or in the office. Travel and
standard sizes both may be donated.

Renewing Our Foundation Highlights

ROF (2016) Project Building
Improvements to Be Consecrated June 4

We received our Certificate of Occupancy on
April 14, just in time to open our new

Welcome Center on Easter Sunday! There are
still some small items to be completed between
now and early May. The Newark Methodist
Preschool ds playground
installed at the end of April. We are certainly
improving the cityscape along Delaware

Avenue and showing the community that we

are a vibrant faith community.

Additionally, SonSpirit is now fully enjoying
the new enhanced worship support A/V
capabilities in Heritage Hall, and new worship
furniture has arrived. The Sanctuary lighting
work was completed in February, which
included replacing incandescent floodlights
with LEDs, adding track lighting, repairing/
painting ceiling and wall plaster, and
installing new computerized lighting controls.
The final lighting changes, door replacements
and painting in the Education Wing restrooms
have been completed.

To complete the LED bulbainstallation project,
we have replaced 440 incandescent and CFL
bulbs with energy -efficient LED bulbs
throughout the building. A State of Delaware
Energy Grant and donations from two
members paid for all except $500 of the total
project cost of $4,300.

To consecrate all these wonderful
improvements to the glory and service of our
God, a Service of Consecration is being
planned for Sunday, June 4, 2017. Please join
us in this celebration. More details to follow.

e (
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ACTION

May 14: Save the Date
Mot her s Day and Response Sunday

Sunday, May 14, is such an important day! Not only will we have the opportunity to honor our
mothers (whether they are alive with usor alive with Chris), but we also can demonstrate in a very
tangible way that we are alive in Chrisand concerned primarily with serving God

At each worship service that morning, we will be invited to bring our pledge/response cards forward
for a blessing, that each of us will be strengthened in service to God. Please prayerfully consider how
you will respond with your financial gifts and service in the coming fiscal year (7/1/17 -6/30/18). As
you do so, here are some facts to ponder:

f Our amazing church staff has not had a pay raise or any employer contribution toward their
retirement benefit (403B) in more than a year.

1 We currently support just one pastor, who provides spiritual guidance, comforts the sick and
grieving, and fulfills a myriad of other duties. A church the size of NUMC shouldhave at least two
pastors!

f NUMC6s inspirational and intergenerational musi
T Our Christian Education programs are creative but operating on a shoestring.

1 Our church facility is abuzz with activity from dawn to dusk most days! Utilized by multiple
community groups, the Newark Methodist Preschool, and NUMC teams, it requires constant
cleaning and maintenance.

1 Through local outreach plus Connectional Giving (a.k.a., apportionment ), NUMC supports more
than $100,000 in missions!

When you receive your Pledge Response Package, please review it carefully, bring your Response
Card to church on May 14, mail it to the church, or pledge online at http://newark -umc.org/wp/
make-a-pledge/ . By having our financial estimates of giving, our church can maximize its ability to

CONGREGATION IN

be effective in Godds wor k!
0
Flnance From your Finance Team
Putting God's Resources to Use We are working hard to bring our finances into

balance before the end of the year. Our success
in closing this gap will have an impact on our
current budget process and our ability to
maintain the same level of ministry support

that we have today.

You recently received a letter on the reverse
side of your March giving statement. For those
who may have missed it, the Finance Team is
including this abridged version in order to
keep you fully informed of our financial

position. As you may recall, our worship As our fiscal year comes to a close, we ask you
services were impacted by the construction to prayerfully seek guidance for your financial
that took place in the sanctuary during commitment for the remainder of this year and
January, and our monthly giving showed a for the upcoming Stewardship program. The
marked decline during this timeframe. past year has seen many positive changes in
Through the end of April, we are $40,000 our church, and we are working toward being
behind on contributions while we are holding an even more welcoming congregation to those
true to our expenditures budget for the fiscal who are seeking to worship with us.

year that will end on June 30. Shalom,

Tom Dilworth, Chairman
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BUNTING LIBRARY

Bunting
|| Library Bunting Library News

A team from our library board visited the Preschool Book Fair and came away with
quite a haul! We are pleased to make these delightful additions to our collection of
children's books.

1 Uni the Unicorn by Amy Krouse Rosenthal. Uni the Unicorn believes that little
girls are real. Young children will enjoy this tale about make -believe and
believing.
{1 Duncan the Story Dragon by Amanda Driscoll. When Duncan reads a story, his
imagination catches firefi unfortunately, so does his book!
1 There's a Giraffe in My Soup, by Ross Burach. What could be worse than a
giraffe in your soup fi are you 'lion' about it? Waiter, | need another bowl of
soup!
1 Prince of a Frog by Jackie Urbanovic. Hopper learns how to be happy with just
who he is!
1 | Hear a Pickle by Rachel Isadora. Children learn about our five sensedi hear a
seashell, smell a flower, see goldfish in a bowl, touch a pet, taste ice cream!
1 Twenty Yawns by Jane Smiley. Lucy has a wonderful day at the beach with her
family. Everyone is tired A sofl it's home and early to bed! But what happens
next when Lucy is suddenly wide awake?
1 PigthePugby Aaron Bl abey. O0Pig was a pug and
greedy and selfish in most every way...©®6
to share.

Recent Reads
Monday, May 8 at 1:00pm

This has to be the easiest and most enjoyable book group
to be a part of!

You just bring a book you have recently read and Py
share it with the other people gathered at the '
meeting. Laugh, chat, enjoy refreshments, hear
about other books you might like (or not)...no

attendance requirements: come when you can. If N
you don't have a book to share this monthfi just
come to listen, chat, and enjoy food and good company!

We meet in Bunting Library on the second Monday of
each month at (our new time) 1:00pm.
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