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Vital Worship 

Worship is in its purest sense a reaction to the experience of 
God in our lives. Many of us start attending worship when we 
are seeking a stronger connection with God. Often our worship 
experiences can foster this and give us greater insight to God’s 
movement in our lives. But worship still remains largely a 
reaction to God’s grace.  

There are different styles of worship, tied to our cultures and 
traditions. Some worship in a free-form, extemporaneous manner flowing with 
the movement of the Holy Spirit. Others seek perfection in order and execution of 
ceremonies, with their worship expressed in the perfecting of this presentation. 
There are many degrees between these two seemingly divergent worship 
practices, and all seek to give glory, honor and reverence to God. 

Regardless of where on this spectrum a church may find its worship, the key is 
that the worship ultimately glorifies God. Vital, glorifying worship of God in 
Christ Jesus is composed of three primary elements: adoration, compassion and 
transformation.  

Adoration is present when we come to worship filled with the desire to express 
our love for God and God’s people. When this adoration is present, the activities 
of worship are executed with joy, wonder and gratitude. When this deep love and 
reverence is the core of our motivation for the activities of the worship service, we 
enter into and demonstrate a loving relationship with our God.  

Compassion must be present in all that we do in the name of God. This 
sympathetic concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others is fundamental in 
our supplication to God. We must endeavor to meet people where they are and 
hear their cries. Hospitality and welcome are the beginning. Patience, listening, 
and sympathy are intermediate actions. And healing, restoring, reclaiming and 
resurrecting are the finalizing actions. By the grace of God, our compassionate acts 
serve as vehicles for the grace and mercy of our Lord and a balm for the sin-sick 
soul. Our ministries grow out of this compassion and so does our most effective 
witness.  

Transformation is the means by which our worship changes lives. When Jesus the 
risen Christ is worshiped, offered and present in our worship, lives are changed. 
When the Holy Spirit is invited and embraced, lives are challenged. Worship 
becomes a time when God’s goodness is confirmed, sin is convicted, and grace 
and mercy received. Shame and guilt are replaced with forgiveness and 
redemption. People come in feeling one way and leave feeling they have 
experienced and confirmed the grace and mercy of God. Their lives simply are 
better from having participated in transformative worship.  

When these elements are present in worship, we are worshiping in spirit and in 
truth. We become allied with the Holy Spirit. We give glory to God and point to 
the grace and salvific mercy of Jesus. Worship becomes such an indispensable part 
of our lives that we want to share with others. Allow your spirit to be immersed in 
worship. Claim your joy at NUMC. Share your joy and invite a friend to join you 
in worship here at NUMC. 

-Reverend Derrick E. Porter 
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Wrapping Up Your Lenten Journey? 
Take a “Test Drive” 

Discipleship is not a program; it is a way of life to which 
you, as a Christian, are called. Hopefully, your personal 
Lenten journey has involved a serious examination of your 
discipleship—your response to God’s love in Jesus Christ. 
Perhaps you’ve committed to be more intentional in that 
regard. If so, you’re invited to “test drive” Covenant 

Discipleship—a modern adaptation of the original 
Wesleyan model for living a balanced Christian life. 

In this case, “test driving” means attending up to three 
weekly, one-hour group meetings to see if Covenant 
Discipleship is the right “fit” for you in your quest to 
become more intentional in your response to Christ. Within 
this trial period, there is no obligation on your part to 
commit to a group. After the three weeks, you’ll be able to 
make an informed decision. 

There are current Covenant Discipleship groups, which meet 
weekly, that are eager to grow with you. If you attend either 
the 8:00 or 11:00 Sunday worship service, there’s a group 
that meets from 9:15-10:15 (contact Kevin Smith at 
klsmith1920@gmail.com). If you attend the 9:30 worship 
service, there’s a group that meets from 11:00 a.m. to noon 
(contact Diane Ferry at ferryd9044@gmail.com). Perhaps you 
don’t work during the day or have Mondays off. If so, 
there’s a group that meets at 2:00 p.m. on Mondays (contact 
Ruth Oatman at roatman2@earthlink.net). If you’re looking 
for a time before work to meet, there’s a Wednesday 
morning opportunity from 7:30-8:30 (contact Karen 
DeMonte at kademonte@gmail.com). 

There are five other groups that meet as well. More 
information can be found online at newark-
umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/cd-groups or 
by contacting Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edu). 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
mailto:klsmith1920@gmail.com
mailto:ferryd9044@gmail.com
mailto:roatman2@earthlink.net
mailto:kademonte@gmail.com
http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/cd-groups/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/cd-groups/
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
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Holy Week & Easter— 

4/9: Palm Sunday 

  8:00am:  Sanctuary; Chamber Choir 

  9:30am:  Sanctuary; Chancel & Children’s Choirs 

*11:00am: Heritage Hall; SonSpirit Band & Singers 

4/13: Maundy Thursday 

  7:00pm:  Heritage Hall; Communion, with Choristers 

4/14: Good Friday 

  7:00pm:  Sanctuary; Choral Tenebrae, with Chancel 
Choir & Orchestra 

4/16: Easter Sunday 

  6:30am:  Sanctuary; Sunrise service 

  8:00am:  Sanctuary; Chamber Choir & Brass Quintet 

  9:30am:  Sanctuary; Chancel Choir, Children’s Choirs & 
Brass Quintet 

*11:00am:  Heritage Hall; SonSpirit Band & Singers, 
Chlidren’s Choirs 

*Contemporary Service 

Minutes for Mission—from your Worship Team 

You may have noticed that our Minutes for Mission sometimes go into, well, several 
minutes. Please note the following updated guidelines for groups wishing to present a 
Sunday morning Minute for Mission: 

 Contact Danette by Monday of that week to request a spot and to have it included 
in the bulletin. 

 Use the MfM time ONLY for events that will occur (or have a registration 
deadline) within the next 30 days. If your event is taking place beyond 30 days, 
please submit your announcement for the bulletin (to danetteeberly@juno.com) and/
or Parish Notes (to parishnotes@newark-umc.org). 

Also please be certain that every presenter understands and adheres to the process 
below: 

 Announcements need to be very brief (2 minutes maximum). 

 Please prepare a written “script” of your announcement to ensure conciseness and 
clarity (help us prevent excessive elaboration). 

 The presenter should sit with the liturgist prior to the beginning of the service to 
reduce time to reach the lectern, returning to their pew when finished. 

 Thanks for your help in ensuring that this vital church communication is managed 
efficiently and well! 
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Synergism! 

Webster defines synergism as “…the simultaneous action of separate agencies which, together, 
have greater total effect than the sum of their individual effects.” Our NUMC family is a shining 
example of synergism, working together to accomplish much more than any one person can do 
alone. The Believers in Action (BIA) and Membership teams are now synergistically merged as the 
new CIA Team – Congregation in Action!  

Guess what: As an important part of this great congregation, YOU should be ready for action. And 
the CIA team is ready to help motivate our congregation to action: ushering people into the loving 
arms of our church family, and (more importantly) into the love of Jesus, supporting all in the 
spiritual disciplines of prayer, presence, tithing, service, and witness. 

In last month’s Parish Notes, Rev. Porter 
challenged us to use this period of Lent to reflect 
on our past and then to resolve to become more 
like Christ. He encouraged us to practice 
spiritual disciplines (prayer, fasting, abstaining, 
and tithing) as a means of drawing closer to 
God, pointing out that prayer requires us to give 
up “… the most valuable thing we have as 
human beings: time.”  

Particularly over the next few months, the CIA 
Team will be providing you with two important 
growth opportunities:  

 Prayer Vigil. 8:30pm Good Friday (4/14) 
through 6pm Easter Sunday (4/15). Sign up 
for one or more 30-minute slots to commit to 
withdrawing into prayer time in the NUMC 
Chapel or a quiet place elsewhere. Sign-ups 

Congregation in Action (CIA) + Lent= 
Opportunities for Spiritual Growth 

will be available online and we will provide 
you with suggestions for your prayer time 
focus. Watch the weekly e-news for sign-up 
instructions.  

 Financial Stewardship. As you attend 
Sunday services, or even walk through our 
church building or read the Parish Notes, 
you learn about many of the missions of our 
church community and the United Methodist 
Church worldwide. NUMC’s annual Pledge 
Sunday will be on Mother’s Day, May 14—
the day we will celebrate our individual 
commitments to supporting our church and 
its many missions. In the beginning of May, 
you will receive an information/pledge 
package. Prayerfully consider how you will 
participate!                                                     

Family Games & Comfort Food 

HOPE Dining Room Fundraiser 
Sunday, April 30, 12:15-1:15pm 

Join Jerry Swalley, chief cook, as he and his team of 
volunteers serve one of HOPE's favorite menus: Chicken a la 
King! We’ll meet in the Dining Room right after the 11am 
service. If you come early, you can find out how easy it is to 
volunteer at HOPE!  

Call the church office (302/368-8774) to join the cooking or 
service team for April 30. Tickets are available in Cokesbury 
Lobby on Sunday mornings ($10/adults; $5/children). 
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Lenten Offering 

The 2017 Lenten Offering will support 
the Newark Empowerment Center 
(NEC). The NEC lends assistance to 
individuals and families who are 
experiencing homelessness or are on the 
verge of homelessness. The goal of the 
NEC is to offer a “hand up” and not just 
a “hand out”, working toward helping 
clients achieve a better, more stable life. 
Donations may be placed in the Lenten 
Offering Envelopes (found in the 
friendship pads and at the Sanctuary 
entrances). 

Sunday, April 23:  
Native American Ministries Sunday 

On this Special Sunday in the United 
Methodist Church, we recognize the 
important part Native Americans 
played in settling the United States, 
even in the midst of turmoil! Donations 
given toward Native American 
Ministries Sunday are dedicated to 
missions that support and nurture 
relationships with Native Americans 
and provide scholarships for United 
Methodist Native American 
seminarians. 

Checks may be written to NUMC, 
notated for Native American Ministries. 

If you wish to give to Native American 
Ministries online, please go to the 
NUMC online giving web page (http://
newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/) 
and type in Native American Ministries 
under Optional. 

Thank you for your generous support of 
all NUMC missions! 

Happy Easter! 

OUTREACH 

Brunch Angels 

We still have some spots open in April 
and May for your group, committee, or 
team to sign up to be Brunch Angels. 
We love everything from cinnamon 
rolls to eggy casseroles. Fresh fruit, 
baked ziti, taco salad…you name it, 
we'll eat it.  

Please sign up outside the Wesley 
Lounge with a few friends and share 
the love with our 20(ish) students. If 
you have any questions about what to 
bring, or what our favorites are, please 
feel free to ask or email Rev. Mary 
(revmaryud@gmail.com). 

Mission Trip Shirts 

We often get compliments on our 
wonderful t-shirts, beautifully designed 
by Jaynell Stoneman. Our theme this 
year is "LOVE" We're selling the 
burgundy long-sleeved shirts with 
white print for $15. We'll have the 
design on display outside Mary's office. 
Supplies are limited, so act fast. 

Thank you—for baking and buying for 
us in the fall, and buying and eating 
our subs in the spring. Thank you for 
your prayers and your support—I’m 
sure a good time is had by all! We hope 
to have a couple of pictures for you in 
the May Parish Notes.   

file:///E:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/NUMC%20online%20giving%20web%20page%20(http:/newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
file:///E:/NUMC/Parish%20Notes/current%20month/NUMC%20online%20giving%20web%20page%20(http:/newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
mailto:revmaryud@gmail.com
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Youth Announcements 
Youth Mission Trip Money Tree 

If you want to help support the youth 
mission trip, but think you don’t have 
much time or resources to give? The 
Money Tree is here!  

Displayed in Cokesbury Lobby and 
Heritage Hall will be a tree of envelopes 
with different dollar amounts. All you 
have to do is take an envelope, make a 
donation, and return it to the team. That’s 
it! You choose the amount and how you 
want to give (even if it’s all pennies!). 

Contact Melanie for information, and look 
for us on Sunday mornings!  

Young Adult Announcements 

Theology on Tap 

Next meetings: Wednesdays, April 12 and 26, 
6:30-8:30pm at the Deer Park Tavern, Newark 

Folks are invited to join us for a night out on 
Main Street for a brew and discussions about 
theology, current events, politics and 
outreach.  

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month. All adults of all 
ages are welcome, all faith 
identities and 
backgrounds are 
welcome.  

A note from Melanie:  

We are deep into the 

Contact Melanie Hartley (mhartley@newark-umc.org; 302/368-8774, x217) for more information 
concerning any Youth Ministry or Young Adult event. 

season of Lent, and in a few short weeks we will celebrate the death and 
resurrection of our Messiah, Jesus.  

During the season of Lent, the youth have been talking about the 
Kingdom of God: what it is and how we are a part of bringing the 
Kingdom to life every day. The Kingdom of God is so different from the 
“kingdom” or world we live in every day. There is a different set of values 
governing God’s Kingdom. These values form a belief system, which 
creates a unique set of behaviors—behaviors different from what our 
culture and society may say are important.  

Jesus was the embodiment of God’s Kingdom on earth. He was the new 
covenant that showed people a more complete way to live fully in the love 
and will of God. And the Kingdom did not stop there! He showed his 
disciples and followers how to continue the work and have closeness to 
God through that work. Each of us—young, old, shy, outgoing, 
philosophers and mystics—has a place in the Kingdom and the tools to 
continue building.  

I encourage you all to examine where God is using you to further the 
Kingdom, and what he might be calling you to do. Be encouraged that the 
Kingdom is here and is growing day by day!  

mailto:mhartley@newark-umc.org
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Sunday Morning Adult Learning Opportunities 
Try out any class-no obligations! 

Teachables (9:30am; in the Samuel Wesley Room) will spend 
the first two weeks of April finishing a discussion of the 
Renegade Gospel. After Easter, the class hears Sacred Stories 
(Marilyn McFarlane) through the end of May. 

Trying Christians (11am; Memorial Lounge) will spend the 
first two weeks of April uncovering Half Truths (DVD-based 
study by Adam Hamilton), and the two weeks after Easter 
discussing Jesus and His Jewish Influences (Great Courses 
DVD-based study). 

Dear Parents of Flame Workshop 
participants— 

After careful consideration, the Children and 
Family Ministries Team has elected to adhere to 
the concept of the All-Worship Sunday as 
originally intended. This means that on the first 
Sunday of each month, all young disciples age 
four and above are invited to experience the 
complete worship service. We encourage 
parents to bring items that will help children be 
comfortable in the pew. Also, there are 
clipboards with crayons and pencils available in 
each Narthex. Books from Bunting Library also 
may be available (we’re still working that out 
with the library staff). 

Children age three and below may join their 
friends in Room 106 on All-Worship Sundays. It 
is very important that this age-level boundary 
is observed, for the safety of the nursery 
children.  

There may be some parents who are engaged in 
serving during the worship service, and who 
are not able to supervise their children in the 

pew on All-Worship Sundays. In those cases, 
the Children and Family Team is providing 
team members to meet these children in 
Heritage Hall and supervise them in a reserved 
row in the rear of the Sanctuary (again, we ask 
that you provide items that will help children 
be comfortable in the pew). Team members 
will supervise the children’s participation in 
the service as their age and developmental 
level allow. To take advantage of this service, 
please notify team chair Dave Timmons 
(DTIMM65344@aol.com) or Donna Hitchner 
(dhitchner@newark-umc.org), in advance of the All-
Worship Sunday.  

We welcome children into our presence on All-
Worship Sundays, and know that those 
attending the 9:30am service will encourage 
and appreciate the faith of a child that these 
important young persons bring to the worship 
experience. 

Many thanks, 

Dave Timmons & Donna Hitchner 

mailto:DTIMM65344@aol.com
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Recent Reads 
Monday, April 10, 1:15pm 

This has to be the easiest and 
most enjoyable book group 
to be a part of!  

You just bring a book you 
have recently read and share 
it with the other people 
gathered at the meeting. 
Laugh, chat, enjoy 
refreshments, hear about 
other books you might like 
(or not)...no attendance 
requirements: come when 
you can. If you don't have a 
book to share this month—
just come to listen, chat, and 
enjoy food and good 
company! 

We meet in Bunting Library 
on the second Monday of 
each month at 1:15pm.  

Bunting Library News 

 New books have arrived for Easter and are on the children's table! They are presented in 
memory of a lady who devoted so much of her life to children: teacher and librarian 
Marietta Garrett. 

 Please stop to see the display of historical books in the showcase located at the ramp 
leading to the hallway near Cokesbury Lobby. These books, which include very old 
Bibles, storybooks, history (and more), were selected for Bunting Library's collection by 
Tom Bailey.  

 The library is still accepting large-print books to share with homebound folks—just put 
your books in the basket inside our door. We also could use more large-print books for 
our library shelves. 

ANNUAL SPRING USED BOOK EVENT 
April 30 and May 7 

Bags for donations will be handed out on Sunday, 4/2.  
Please note: We cannot accept any textbooks! 

We will be setting up for the event on the morning of Thursday, 4/27, and could use any 
help available—come join us! 

Renewing Our Foundation Project Highlights 
Welcome Center Project Completion in Sight! 

The construction of the new Welcome Center entrance 
is nearing completion. Our new lift is in place and 
functional, the few lagging doors and windows are 
being installed, and the last remaining electrical and 
mechanical utilities are being completed. The final 
finishing work of ceiling tile system, wall 
painting, and carpet and tile flooring 
installation is underway.  Following this, 
the new communication features for 
security and flat screen monitor 
messaging systems within the Welcome 
Center and the Delaware Avenue digital 
sign will be installed. Last, our new 
furniture will arrive. 

The schedule calls for project completion by the end of 
March, with a punch list “cleanup” in early April. We 
anticipate beginning use of the new building entrance 
by Easter Sunday!  

A more formal dedication ceremony of the new ROF 
project elements will come later this spring. 
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Following 13 years of dedicated service as bookkeeper to NUMC, Connie 
Wright has decided to retire. Connie has been a great asset in the 
business office, working side by side with the Business Manager. Connie 
came to our church family originally as a preschool teacher and later 
moved to the business office as a bookkeeper. Connie’s bright, caring 
personality and great attention to detail will be greatly missed!  

Please join SPRC in welcoming Pat MacKenzie as her replacement. Pat, 
who only recently moved to Delaware, brings excellent work experience 
to the job and we expect her to be a great addition to our staff.  

As Connie begins to wind down over the next several weeks, please 
stop by the business office and wish Connie farewell and happy 
retirement…and welcome Pat onto our staff! 

On February 11, we celebrated Scout Sunday. 
Scouting girls, boys and leaders greeted, 
distributed bulletins and collected the offering. 
Two adult leaders were recognized for their 
roles in developing our youth. Representing 
the Methodist Men, Ed Jochen presented the 
UMC Cross and Flame award to Girl Scout 
Troop 136 leader Kristen Dassel and Cub Pack 
255 Committee Chair Laura Saxfield. In 
addition to their scouting roles, both have been 
involved in NUMC’s Sunday School program.  

Over the years, Scout leaders have been 
recognized for their service, but the support of 
the church and congregation have not. When 
did it begin?  

In October 1955, Troop 255 was chartered to 
Newark Methodist Church (Pastor John 
Bunting). Its first Scoutmaster was George P. 
McCrone, and Sam McFarlin was the Church 
Representative.  

In May, 1958, Troop 255 produced its first 
Eagle Scout, Charles Schulteiss. 

In the ensuing decades, many NUMC 
members served as leaders and committee 
members, including Ken Crouse, Bill McLean, 
Racine Stafford, Paul Vance, Lloyd Townsend 
and many more. 

Over the years, troops 250 & 316 merged into 
Troop 255. Today, John Sullivan is 
Scoutmaster and we have a combined Eagle 

SCOUTING MINISTRY SUNDAY OBSERVED 

Scout count of 105. The last two are cousins 
and earned the Eagle Scout rank on the same 
day, Claude and Ben Mitchell.  

To honor over 67 years of Boy and Girl 
Scouting at NUMC, Scouting units of NUMC, 
Newark Methodist Men and the National 
Methodist Men were pleased to present the 
SHEPHERD CHURCH CHARTER 
RECOGNITION AWARD to Reverend 
Porter and the congregation. 

Many thanks, 
Goodbye… 
and Welcome! 

Top: Cross & Flame; Bottom: Shepherd Church 
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Voices raised in praise— 

Choral Evensong Service 
Sunday April 23, 5pm  

NUMC Sanctuary 
led by 

Combined Choirs of Immanuel On The 
Green Episcopal Church (New Castle) & 
St. Peter's Episcopal Church (Lewes) 

Our Happy Camper Spring Social and Book Fair 
was one for the record book! We were able to raise 
several hundred dollars, helping to pay for our new 
playground equipment and new books for our 
classrooms! Thank you for your generous 
donations and attendance at the social and book 
fair. This event is our main fundraiser—we could 
not have had such success without your help!  

Mark your calendars! On April 27, the preschool 
will be hosting a fundraiser at Friendly’s 
Restaurant (on 896) from 5-9pm. Please share your 
support by dining between those timeframes.  
Money raised will be put toward our new 
playground equipment. Thank you!  

2017-2018 school year: 
Space is still available! 

 Do you know someone who is 
interested in touring the preschool 
or looking for drop-in care on 
Friday? Please pass our 
information along to anyone who 
may be interested in any of the 
programs that Newark Methodist 
Preschool has to offer! Contact the 
preschool office for details.  

Reminder: The Preschool will be closed for Spring Break from April 13-23. 
Preschool Office: 302./68-1754/tsharp@newark-umc.org//Newark United Methodist Church  69 East Main Street 

Looking Ahead:  
Chick Flicks in May 2017 

We’ve been awaiting the release of 
Hidden Figures, which hits cable 
movie channels in April and 
DVDs in May. We’ll plan a Chick 
Flick for later in May, to be sure it 
is available. Please check the May 
Parish Notes for more 
information. 

Lenten Candlelighting 

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining Room. 
We appreciate your help in bringing these 
to the church office by 9am on 
Wednesday, April 19. 

Questions? Call 302/368-8774. 

HELP—Just one hour! 

The Altar Guild is in need of help on Saturday 
mornings to prepare the Sanctuary for 
worship.  

The behind-the-scenes tasks are important: 
what you see each week on Sunday morning 
does not just happen, but is accomplished by 
willing hands and hearts. The tasks are very 
easy and involve no heavy work. Members 
work in teams of two on Saturday (usually in 
the morning), and it usually takes just an 
hour, once a month (if we could increase the 
number of people to help, it would not even 
be once a month!). By the way, some of the 
working teams are husband & wife.   

Please consider the Altar Guild in your 
service to God and your church. To find out 
more, or if you have questions regarding 
details, contact AG Chair Janet King (302/368-
8774 or 302/368-1170).  

Social Justice Day at Newark United Methodist Church 

Saturday, April 8, 2017, 9:30am-3:30pm  

Our Social Justice team is inviting the greater Newark community 
to join us as we bring together area speakers on a wide variety of 
social justice topics, including affordable housing, discrimination, 
environmental issues, and cross-cultural understanding. We will 
close with a panel featuring a diverse gathering of Newark’s faith 
leaders.  

Each session will include resources for attendees who wish to 
become involved in justice efforts in our area and beyond. 

A box lunch will be provided. Registration is $20 for adults, $10 for 
high school students. http://bit.ly/NUMCSocialJustice2017. For 
more information, visit the NUMC website or contact Ruth Oatman 
(roatman2@earthlink.net; 410/398-7491). 

http://bit.ly/NUMCSocialJustice2017
http://newark-umc.org/
mailto:roatman2@earthlink.net
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