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Vital Worship

Worship is in its purest sense a reaction to the experience of

God in our lives. Many of us start attending worship when we

are seeking a stronger connection with God. Often our worship
experiences can foster this and
movement in our lives. But worship still remains largely a
reaction to Godds grace.

There are different styles of worship, tied to our cultures and
traditions. Some worship in a free-form, extemporaneous manner flowing with
the movement of the Holy Spirit. Others seek perfection in order and execution of
ceremonies, with their worship expressed in the perfecting of this presentation.
There are many degrees between these two seemingly divergent worship
practices, and all seek to give glory, honor and reverence to God.

Regardless of where on this spectrum a church may find its worship, the key is
that the worship ultimately glorifies God. Vital, glorifying worship of God in
Christ Jesus is composed of three primary elements:adoration , compassion and
transformation .

Adoration is present when we come to worship filled with the desire to express

our | ove for God and Gododés people. When
of worship are executed with joy, wonder and gratitude. When this deep love and
reverence is the core of our motivation for the activities of the worship service, we

enter into and demonstrate a loving relationship with our God.

Compassion must be present in all that we do in the name of God. This
sympathetic concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others is fundamental in
our supplication to God. We must endeavor to meet people where they are and
hear their cries. Hospitality and welcome are the beginning. Patience, listening,
and sympathy are intermediate actions. And healing, restoring, reclaiming and
resurrecting are the finalizing actions. By the grace of God, our compassionate acts
serve as vehicles for the grace and mercy of our Lord and a balm for the sinsick
soul. Our ministries grow out of this compassion and so does our most effective
witness.

Transformation is the means by which our worship changes lives. When Jesus the
risen Christ is worshiped, offered and present in our worship, lives are changed.

When the Holy Spirit is invited and embraced, lives are challenged. Worship
becomes a time when Godo6s goodness is ¢
and mercy received. Shame and guilt are replaced with forgiveness and

redemption. People come in feeling one way and leave feeling they have

experienced and confirmed the grace and mercy of God. Their lives simply are

better from having participated in transformative worship.

When these elements are present in worship, we are worshiping in spirit and in
truth. We become allied with the Holy Spirit. We give glory to God and point to

the grace and salvific mercy of Jesus. Worship becomes such an indispensable part
of our lives that we want to share with others. Allow your spirit to be immersed in
worship. Claim your joy at NUMC. Share your joy and invite a friend to join you

in worship here at NUMC.

-Reverend Derrick E. Porter
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Wrapping Up Your Lent en
TakeiTast Drive

Discipleship is not a program; it is a way of life to which

you, as a Christian, are called. Hopefully, your personal
Lenten journey has involved a serious examination of your
discipleshipiyour response to Godd
Perhaps youdve committed to
regard. | f so, youoCogenannvi t
Discipleship fi a modern adaptation of the original
Wesleyan model for living a balanced Christian life.
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weekly, one-hour group meetings to see if Covenant
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become more intentional in your response to Christ. Within
this trial period, there is no obligation on your part to
commit to a group. After the
make an informed decision.

There are current Covenant Discipleship groups, which meet
weekly, that are eager to grow with you. If you attend either
the 8: 00 or 11:00 Sunday wor
that meets from 9:1510:15 (contact Kevin Smith at
klsmith1920@gmail.com). If you attend the 9:30 worship
service, thereds a group tha
(contact Diane Ferry at ferryd9044@gmail.com). Perhaps you
dondt work during the day or
thereds a group that meets a
Ruth Oatman at roatman2@eatrthlink.net) . I f youbo
for a time before work to me
morning opportunity from 7:30 -8:30 (contact Karen

DeMonte at kademonte@gmail.com).

There are five other groups that meet as well. More
information can be found online at newark -
umc.org/wp/what -we-do/growing -disciples/cd -groups or
by contacting Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edy.
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WORSHIP

Taiz ¢ Service, April 5

7Pmintl-|cCl-|aPcl HO/_y Week & Easter
4/ 9 : Palm Sunday
8: 00am: Sanctuary; Chambelr C
9: 30am: Sanctuary®& Chancs|l &
*11: 00am: Heritage Hall; SonSp
4/ 13: Maundy Thursday
7: 00pm: Heritage Hall; Commu
4/ 14: Good Friday
7:00pm: Sanctuary; Choral| Te
Choir & Orchestra
4/ 16: Easter Sunday
6: 30am: Sanctuary; Sunri sle s
8: 00am: Sanctuary; Chambelr C
9: 30am: Sanctuary; &ha@maieft s C
Brass Quintet
*11: 00am: Heritage Hal/l ; $on S
Chli&@r@moirs
*Contemporary Service
Mi nutes fodfMomwmsyomr Worship Team
You may have noticed that our Minutes for Mission sometimes go into, well, several
minutes. Please note the following updated guidelines for groups wishing to present a
Sunday morning Minute for Mission:
1 Contact Danette by Monday of that week to request a spot and to have it included
in the bulletin.
1 Use the MfM time ONLY for events that will occur (or have a registration
deadline) within the next 30 days. If your event is taking place beyond 30 days,
please submit your announcement for the bulletin (to danetteeberly@juno.com) and/
or Parish Notes (to parishnotes@newark-umc.org).
Also please be certain that every presenter understands and adheres to the process
below:
1 Announcements need to bevery brief (2 minutes maximum).
fPl ease prepare a written Oscripto of ylour ann
clarity (help us prevent excessive elaboration).
1 The presenter should sit with the liturgist prior to the beginning of the service to
reduce time to reach the lectern, returning to their pew when finished.
1 Thanks for your help in ensuring that this vital church communication is managed
efficiently and well!




Synergi sm!
Webster defines synergism as o0€éthe si mul
have greater total effect than the sum of
example of synergism, working together to accomplish much more than any one person can do
alone. The Believers in Action (BIA) and Membership teams are now synergistically merged as the
new CIA Team & Congregation in Action!

taneous
their

Guess what: As an important part of this great congregation, YOU should be ready for action. And
the CIA team is ready to help motivate our congregation to action: ushering people into the loving
arms of our church family, and (more importantly) into the love of Jesus, supporting all in the
spiritual disciplines of prayer, presence, tithing, service, and witness.

ACTION

CONGREGATION IN

Family Games & Comfort

HOPE Dining Room FKund
Sudnday, Apri4d1:3Gpnml2: :

Join Jerry Swalley, chief cook, as he and his team of
volunteers serve one of HOPE's favorite menus: Chicken a la
King! Wedll meet in the Dinfing R
service. If you come early, you can find out how easy it is to
volunteer at HOPE!

Call the church office (302/3688774) to join the cooking or
service team for April 30. Tickets are available in Cokesbury
Lobby on Sunday mornings ($10/adults; $5/children).

Cng egation in Action (ClIA) + Le
Opportunities for Spiritual Gr ow

Il n | ast mont hds Par i sh Nwiltbe availabR enline anB wer will @rovide
challenged us to use this period of Lent to reflect you with suggestions for your prayer time
on our past and then to resolve to become more focus. Watch the weekly e-news for sign-up
like Christ. He encouraged us to practice instructions.
spiritga! disciplines (prayer, fast@ng, abstaining, 1 Financial Stewardship. As you attend
and tithing) as a means of drawing closer to Sunday services, or even walk through our
God, pointing out that prayer requires us to give church building or read the Parish Notes,
up oé the most valuabl e J,MhifhAnol fanyof theSmisdiohs of our
human beings: time.o church community and the United Methodist
Particularly over the next few months, the CIA Church worl dwi de. NUMCOS s
Team will be providing you with two important Sunday wi || be on WMot her

growth opportunities:

1 Prayer Vigil . 8:30pm Good Friday (4/14)
through 6pm Easter Sunday (4/15). Sign up
for one or more 30-minute slots to commit to
withdrawing into prayer time in the NUMC
Chapel or a quiet place elsewhere. Sigrups

the day we will celebrate our individual
commitments to supporting our church and
its manymissions. In the beginning of May,
you will receive an information/pledge
package. Prayerfully consider how you will
participate!




OUTREACH

OUTREACH

Lenten Offering

The 2017 Lenten Offering will support

the Newark Empowerment Center

(NEC). The NEC lends assistance to
individuals and families who are

experiencing homelessness or are on the
verge of homelessness. The goal of the

NEC is to offer a oOha
a ohand outoé6, working
clients achieve a better, more stable life.
Donations may be placed in the Lenten
Offering Envelopes (found in the

friendship pads and at the Sanctuary
entrances).

Sunday, April 23
Native American Mini g
On this Special Sunday in the United
Methodist Church, we recognize the
important part Native Americans
played in settling the United States,
even in the midst of turmoil! Donations
given toward Native American
Ministries Sunday are dedicated to
missions that support and nurture
relationships with Native Americans
and provide scholarships for United
Methodist Native American
seminarians.

Checks may be written to NUMC,
notated for Native American Ministries.

If you wish to give to Native American
Ministries online, please go to the
NUMC online giving web page (http://
newark -umc.org/wp/online _-giving/ )
and type in Native American Ministries
under Optional.

Thank you for your generous support of
all NUMC missions!

Happy Easter!

Brunch

Angel s

nd Rt hatesée Bpdts opdn thApril
t aMyaviayror Yobr lgrBub, Rdmittee, or
team to sign up to be Brunch Angels.
We love everything from cinnamon
rolls to eggy casseroles. Fresh fruit,
baked ziti), taco
we'll eat it.

Please sign up outside the Wesley
Lounge with a few friends and share
the love with our 20(ish) students. If
you have any questions about what to
bring, or what our favorites are, please
feel free to ask or email Rev. Mary

t r i(revemangGdayma.gom).

Mi ssion Trip
We often get compliments on our
wonderful t -shirts, beautifully designed
by Jaynell Stoneman. Our theme this
year is "LOVE" We're selling the
burgundy long -sleeved shirts with
white print for $15. We'll have the
design on display outside Mary's office.
Supplies are limited, so act fast.

T h a n k fiyoohaking and buying for
us in the fall, and buying and eating

our subs in the spring. Thank you for
your prayers and your support i I 8 m
sure a good time is had by all! We hope
to have a couple of pictures for you in
the May Parish Notes.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Yout h
Yout h

If you want to help support the youth

mi ssion trip, but t hi

much time or resources to give? The

Money Tree is here!

Announcemen
Mi ssion Tri

Displayed in Cokesbury Lobby and

Heritage Hall will be a tree of envelopes

with different dollar amounts. All you

have to do is take an envelope, make a
donation, and return
it! You choose the amount and how you
want to give (even if

Contact Melanie for information, and look
for us on Sunday mornings!

Young Adult AnnouHt

Theol ogy on Tap

M %Qx?ﬂeetiﬁgrs:eil\f‘ednesdays, April 12 and 26,

n

6:30-8:30pm at the Deer Park Tavern, Newark

Eolky a?eulnvitded)tgj&nt us %raa \rllight out on
Main Street for a brew and discussions about
theology, current events, politics and
outreach.

We meet on the 2d and 4t Wednesdays of the
month. All adults of all '

fjlgest age W?Ict?née,all faeit% §

identities and
from

papigrounds prp
We are deep into the
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continue building.

During the season of Lent, the youth have been talking about the
Kingdom of God: what it is and how we are a part of bringing the
Kingdom to life every day. The Kingdom of God is so different from the

covenant that showed people a more complete way to live fully in the love
and will of God. And the Kingdom did not stop there! He showed his
disciples and followers how to continue the work and have closeness to
God through that work. Each of us i young, old, shy, outgoing,
philosophers and mysticsfi has a place in the Kingdom and the tools to

| encourage you all to examine where God is using you to further the
Kingdom, and what he might be calling you to do. Be encouraged that the
Kingdom is here and is growing day by day!

Contact Melanie Hartleyrohartley@newarkimc.org 302/3688774, x217) for more information

concerning any Youth Ministry or Young Adult event.

]

?eason of Lent, and in a few short weeks we will celebrate the death and
resurrection of our Messiah, Jesus.

oOkingdom6 or world we live in evelpy day
governing Godds Kingdom. These values f
creates a unique set of behavior$i behaviors different from what our

culture and society may say are important.

Jesus was the embodi ment of Godds | Kingd
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL

pew on All -Worship Sundays. In those cases,
the Children and Family Team is providing

team members to meet these children in
Heritage Hall and supervise them in a reserved
row in the rear of the Sanctuary (again, we ask
that you provide items that will help children

be comfortable in the pew). Team members

wi || supervise the childr
the service as their age and developmental

level allow. To take advantage of this service,
please notify team chair Dave Timmons
(DTIMM65344@aol.comor Donna Hitchner
(dhitchner@newarkimc.org), in advance of the All

W%rﬁh'P‘?uPdaXNo rking that out
We welcome children into our presence on All -
Worship Sundays, and know that those

attending the 9:30am service will encourage

and appreciate the faith of a child that these
important young persons bring to the worship

Dear Parents of Flame Workshop
participants fi

After careful consideration, the Children and
Family Ministries Team has elected to adhere to
the concept of the All-Worship Sunday as
originally intended. This means that on the first
Sunday of each month, all young disciples age
four and above are invited to experience the
complete worship service. We encourage
parents to bring items that will help children be
comfortable in the pew. Also, there are
clipboards with crayons and pencils available in
each Narthex. Books from Bunting Library also
may be available (wedre
with the library staff).

Children age three and below may join their
friends in Room 106 on All-Worship Sundays. It
is very important that this age -level boundary
is observed, for the safety of the nursery
children.

There may be some parents who are engaged in
serving during the worship service, and who
are not able to supervise their children in the

experience.
Many thanks,

Dave Timmons & Donna Hitchner

Sunday

Mor ni

ng

ADplporteaini eg

Try out amgy eblaisgati ons!

Teachables(9:30am; in the Samuel Wesley Room) will spend

the first two weeks of April finishing a discussion of the
Renegade GospelAfter Easter, the class hearsSacred Stories
(Marilyn McFarlane) through the end of May.

Trying Christians (11am; Memorial Lounge) will spend the

first two weeks of April uncovering Half Truths (DVD -based
study by Adam Hamilton), and the two weeks after Easter
discussing Jesus and His Jewish InfluenceqGreat Courses
DVD -based study).
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BUNTING LIBRARY/RENEWING OUR FOUDATION

Bunting Library News

1 New books have arrived for Easter and are on the children's table! They are presented in
memory of a lady who devoted so much of her life to children: teacher and librarian

Marietta Garrett.

1 Please stop to see the display of historical books in the showcase located at the ramp
leading to the hallway near Cokesbury Lobby. These books, which include very old
Bibles, storybooks, history (and more), were selected for Bunting Library's collection by

Tom Bailey.

1 The library is still accepting large -print books to share with homebound folks fi just put
your books in the basket inside our door. We also could use more large-print books for

our library shelves.

ANNUAL SPRI NG USED BOOK EVENT

April 30 and May 7

Bags for donations will be handed out on Sunday, 4/2.
Please note: We cannot accept any textbooks!
We will be setting up for the event on the morning of Thursday, 4/27, and could use any

help availablefi come join us!

Recent Read

Monday, April

This has to be the easiest and
most enjoyable book group
to be a part of!

You just bring a book you
have recently read and share
it with the other people
gathered at the meeting.
Laugh, chat, enjoy
refreshments, hear about
other books you might like
(or not)...no attendance
requirements: come when
you can. If you don't have a
book to share this month#i
just come to listen, chat, and
enjoy food and good
company!

We meet in Bunting Library
on the second Monday of
each month at 1:15pm.

1

Renewing Our Foundation Proj e
Wel come Center Project Compl et |

The construction of the new Welcome Center entrance

s Is nearing completion. Our new lift is in place and

0 functibnalltie gem lagging doors and windows are
being installed, and the last remaining electrical and
mechanical utilities are being completed. The final
finishing work of ceiling tile system, wall
painting, and carpet and tile flooring
installation is underway. Following this,
the new communication features for
security and flat screen monitor
messaging systems within the Welcome
Center and the Delaware Avenue digital
sign will be installed. Last, our new
furniture will arrive.

The schedule calls for project completion by the end of

Mar c h, with a punch 1i st ocl eani
anticipate beginning use of the new building entrance

by Easter Sunday!

A more formal dedication ceremony of the new ROF
project elements will come later this spring.




