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As we enter the time before the resurrection celebration called 
Lent, we individually reflect on our sins and shortcomings, seek 
forgiveness from God and resolve to live in a more holy way. It 
is a time where the sanctification process gains renewed focus. 
Where have we failed? What can we do to not repeat these 
failures in the future? How can we become more like Christ 

with every new day? These are all questions not easily answered without 
journeying into sincere prayer and contemplation.  

The forty days of Lent offer us an opportunity to engage in spiritual discipline in a 
special way for a defined period of time when we can draw closer to God through 
prayer, fasting, abstaining, and tithing. All involve giving up something in order to 
draw closer to God.  

With prayer, I dare say that we are giving up the most valuable thing we have as 
human beings: time. We can make more money but we cannot make more time. It is 
a gift allotted to each of us, though none of us knows exactly how much we have. 
Children innately know that it is the most valuable commodity we have and thus 
seek our time more than anything else we can give them. And God seeks our time in 
prayerful communication. During this Lenten season, consider resolving to pray—
every day for forty days—at the same time of day about something or someone 
troubling your heart or challenging your life. See what happens in your life as you 
engage in that daily communication. Each day, write down the changes in you and 
in your world in a journal—this will provide a record of your spiritual growth and 
your encounter(s) with God. 

Fasting often is combined with prayer in order to strip away distractions and better 
focus on our conversation with God. Denying ourselves food for a prolonged period 
of time helps to center our spirit by denying one of our most basic needs/desires. 
When we break through that physical need, a spiritual clarity results that leads us to 
closer communication with our Creator. Fasting is not something everyone can do safely. 
If you have a physical condition (e.g., diabetes, hypoglycemia, enzyme deficiencies) 
requiring specific food content, quantity or intervals of consumption, fasting is not 
for you: it is not God’s desire for you to become ill in your pursuit of a closer 
relationship. But if you are able to fast safely, consider doing so regularly during the 
forty days of Lent.  

Abstaining combined with prayer is another spiritual means to better focus on God. 
When we abstain, we stop consumption or indulgence in something that brings us 
pleasure. This can be anything from eating chocolate to intimacies to forms of 
entertainment. When we deny ourselves these pleasures in combination with 
prayer, we may find increased clarity in our communication with the Lord: one 
more distraction has been stripped away. During Lent, consider removing from 
your life those pleasurable things that may be a distraction to you and those that 
interfere with your purest possible communication with God. Experience what 
happens to your connection with your Creator.  

Tithing also is a way of drawing closer to God during this time of Lent. Consider 
trying it for forty days and see what happens! If you have not been tithing, 
beginning to give 10% of your income before taxes to the church will bring a good 
chance that your life will be impacted. Prayerfully try it for forty days: see if God is 
true to God’s promises (Malachi 3:10). (continued on p.2) 
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Ash Wednesday Worship Services, March 1 

Distribution of Ashes and Communion will take place at 
both services: 

3pm in the Chapel 

7pm in the Sanctuary (w / Chancel Choir & 
Choristers) 

Watch online and in the bulletin for updates. 

Don’t forget the GREEN TEAM FUNDRAISING DINNER 
at 5pm! (see p5 for details) 

Lenten Taiz

(From the Pastor’s Desk—continued from p.1) 

All these ways of participating in Lent involve sacrifice 
of some sort and draw us closer to God. All involve 
giving up something that we won’t get back—there is a 
cost to our choice. And maybe all this can help us 
contemplate the unfathomable cost of our redemption 
during this season of Lent. Let us all draw closer to God 
during this Lenten season.  

-Reverend Derrick E. Porter 

Looking ahead to Holy Week & Easter— 

4/9: Palm Sunday 

  8:00am:  Sanctuary; Chamber Choir 

  9:30am:  Sanctuary; Chancel & Children’s Choirs 

*11:00am: Heritage Hall; SonSpirit Band & Singers 

4/13: Maundy Thursday 

  7:00pm:  Heritage Hall; Communion, with Choristers 

4/14: Good Friday 

  7:00pm:  Sanctuary; Choral Tenebrae, with Chancel 
Choir & Orchestra 

4/16: Easter Sunday 

  6:30am:  Sanctuary; Sunrise service 

  8:00am:  Sanctuary; Chamber Choir 

  9:30am:  Sanctuary; Chancel Choir, Children’s Choirs & 
Brass Quintet 

*11:00am:  Heritage Hall; SonSpirit Band & Singers 

*Contemporary Service 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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George Kirk Concert Series 

Both recitals will take place in Heritage Hall and utilize our newly-installed 
sound system and screens for a multimedia experience that spans musical 
styles and centuries. A wonderful experience for the whole family! 

Free-will offering. A light reception will follow each recital. 

A long-time favorite of the NUMC 
family, Gus Mercante is a sought-
after countertenor who delights 
in providing a program that is 
both meaningful and enjoyable—
don’t miss an opportunity to hear 
this exceptional voice! 

On their second visit to NUMC, 
the City Winds Trio (Crispian 
Fordham, flute, Meredyth 
Coleman, Oboe, and Yuki 
Higashi, bassoon) is a 
distinguished classical music trio 
with a unique sound. 

Formed in 2001, they perform 
throughout the East Coast to 
appreciative crowds. 
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Youth Announcements 

Youth Mission Trip Money Tree 

If you want to help support the youth 
mission trip, but think you don’t have 
much time or resources to give? The 
Money Tree is here!  

Displayed in Cokesbury Lobby and 
Heritage Hall will be a tree of envelopes 
with different dollar amounts. All you 
have to do is take an envelope, make a 
donation, and return it to the team. That’s 
it! You choose the amount and how you 
want to give—even if it’s all pennies! 

Contact Melanie for information, and look 
for us on Sunday mornings.  

Young Adult Announcements 

Theology on Tap 

Next meetings: Wednesdays, March 8 & 22 from 
6:30-8:30pm at the Deer Park Tavern. 

Folks are invited to join us for a night out on Main 
Street for a brew and discussions about theology, 
current events, politics and outreach.  

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month. All adults of all ages are welcome, and all 
faith identities and backgrounds are welcome.  

Registration for the 2017-2018 school year is currently underway. Space is still available in most 
classes: do you know someone who is interested in touring the preschool? looking for drop-in 
care on Fridays? Pass our information along to them! Contact the preschool office for details.  

Preschool Office: 302-368-1754/tsharp@newark-umc.org 

Newark United Methodist Church, 69 East Main Street 

 

YOU’RE INVITED! Newark Methodist Preschool is hosting its 11th Annual Spring Social on 
Thursday, March 30 from 6:30-8pm in Heritage Hall with a book fair, entertainment and 
refreshments. This is the preschool’s main fundraising event, where several gift baskets will be 
auctioned and books can be purchased. Baskets are created by each classroom as well as donated 
by local businesses.  

Are YOU interested in bidding on a basket? Stop by Heritage Hall during Fellowship on Sunday, 
March 19 & 26 where advance viewing and bidding of the baskets will be available. Or stop by 
the event on March 30 to join in the festivities, make final bids and see if YOU are a winner! 

Contact Melanie Hartley (mhartley@newark-
umc.org; 302-368-8774, x217) for more 
information concerning any Youth Ministry or 
Young Adult event. 

mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
mailto:mhartley@newark-umc.org
mailto:mhartley@newark-umc.org
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Adult Learning Opportunities 
Try out any class-no obligations! 

Sunday mornings 

Teachables: 9:30am (Samuel Wesley 
Rm). We’ll spend March discovering the 
Renegade Gospel, by Mike Slaughter. 

Trying Christians: 11am (Memorial 
Lounge). We are delving into fascinating 
discussions of How Jesus Became God, a 
DVD-based study from the Great Courses!  

Weekday Studies 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study 
(WABS) Lenten Study 

24 Hours that Changed the World (DVD-
based study by Adam Hamilton) will 
continue through March on Wednesdays 
at 1:15pm in Memorial Lounge.  

 

Violence Divine: Overcoming the 
Bible’s Betrayal of its Non-Violent 

God 

Tuesday evenings, 7pm-Memorial Lounge 

Is the God of the Old Testament a God of 
Love or a God of Violence? Jesus’ message 
proclaimed a non-violent kingdom of a 
non-violent God—the Sermon on the 
Mount, for example. Can we have justice 
without violence? 

Join our DVD-based discussion group led 
by Rev. David Palmer and Jerry Swalley. 
The DVD features John Dominic Crossan, 
a well-known author and Jesus scholar.  

Self-Defense Against Debt 
Seminars 

For all working adults 
12:15pm in Rm 109 

Sunday, March 12— 
 Self-Defense Against Debt. Stacey 
Altemus, Financial Advisor, shares steps 
to help people improve their financial 
position.  

Sunday, March 19— 
Estate Planning and Financial Fitness. 
 The purpose of having a will, power of 

attorney, and health directive, perhaps 
a trust (Valerie M. Carr, Esquire). 

 Your legacy, facts to consider when 
planning what is left to whom (Stacey 
Altemus).   

Fundraiser for Nkonin! 

March 1, 5pm (prior to Ash Wednesday service) 

Join the G.R.E.E.N. Team for a pasta dinner before our 
7pm intergenerational Ash Wednesday worship service.  

The cost is $5 per person; kids under age three eat free! 
Menu: Baked Ziti (Olive Garden), salad (Panera), and 
garlic knots/tomato pie (Amalfi Pizza). There also will be 
spaghetti with meat and meatless sauces available.  

Proceeds benefit the Team’s sponsorship of Nkonin’s high 
school tuition for the upcoming school year. Please sign 

up using this link by February 27th. 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/announcements/www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0C45AFAE22A3F49-ashwednesday
http://newark-umc.org/wp/announcements/www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0C45AFAE22A3F49-ashwednesday
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Membership/BIA 

March 18: mark your calendars for a Comfort Food Potluck! 

Do you have a favorite casserole, soup, pasta (mac ’n cheese), or dessert? Join us at 
church on Saturday, March 18 from 6-8pm for some great food and fellowship!  

Do you have an idea for entertainment? Contact Jo Anne Deshon, Kathy Werrell or 
Erika Angelo with your ideas. Church bulletins/announcements and weekly email 
blasts will have more information as the date gets closer. Please join us and invite 
friends from church or your community! 

 

New Year, New Pastor, New Connections- Cottage Meetings a Success! 

Thank you to Rev. Porter and all who hosted or attended one of our cottage 
meetings! A fun time was had by all (or at least that’s what we heard).  Old friends and 
new friends met to chat and learn more about one another, and to meet Rev. 
Porter. Memorial Lounge and living rooms became cozy places for making, 
discovering, and enjoying new connections (old connections were appreciated 
too).  Here’s to a new year at NUMC! 

Summary of Recent Giving 

Oct:  World Communion Sunday: $490 
Nov: UM Student Day:  $60 
Jan:   Human Relations Day: $502 
 

 

 

 

 

March 26: One Great Hour of Sharing 

This once-a-year special offering covers 
all administrative costs for the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). Thus, 100% of all donations 
given toward relief efforts go directly for 
the intended relief program. 

Checks may be written to NUMC, with 
One Great Hour on the memo line. If you 
wish to give to One Great Hour of 
Sharing online, please go to the NUMC 
online giving page (http://newark-
umc.org/wp/online-giving/) and type in 
One Great Hour of Sharing under Optional.  

Lenten Offering 2017 

The Lenten Offering this year will be 
donated to the Newark Empowerment 
Center (NEC).  The center’s hours of 
operation are weekday afternoons from 
1-4pm.   
Services offered at the NEC: 

 Access to a phone and a place to 
receive mail 

 Computers 
 A job readiness program where you 

will receive help on resume writing 
and job searches 

 Help getting replacement birth 
certificates and identification 

 Access to clothing 
 Help with food or shelter referrals 
 Bus tickets to verifiable 

appointments 
 Assistance with medical 

prescriptions 
 Hospitality of hot drinks, water, and 

access to a bathroom 
 Sanctuary from the elements 

OUTREACH 

Thank you for contributing to United Methodist Special Sundays! 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
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Recent Reads 

Read any good books lately? 
Please join us for more lovely 
conversations on 

Monday, 3/13 @ 1:15pm 

to discuss your latest ‘read’ 
and enjoy refreshments and 
fellowship! 

Our church library catalog is now available online! Access the Bunting Library through the 
NUMC webpage (see below). Our option can be found under What We Offer. You can search 
our wonderful collection of spiritual, healing, theology, and just-for-fun books.  

You'll find books for adults and children, as well as a collection of family DVDs—just follow 
the instructions below. When you find a title you'd like to check out, come to the library, find 
your item, print your name and phone number on the check-out card, then leave the card in 
the basket on the desk. 

To Access the Bunting Library Catalog: 
Access the NUMC website (http://newark-umc.org/). 
Go to What We Offer and scroll down to Bunting Library. 
In the Search menu, type in the search term of your choice: this may be title, author, genre, 

format (such as book, CD or DVD), or subject (such as 'inspirational' or 'mystery'). 
Click on GO. A list of relevant book/DVD titles will appear. 
Move your cursor over the title you select. Click. 
Details of your selection will appear on screen. If you click on Title Notes, you can read more 

about your selection. 
The Holdings tab will tell you whether your selection is available and give the call number. 
Come into the library to find your item and check it out (see procedure in paragraph 2). 
Want to try a test search? Find the Bunting Library page on the website, then type in dogs. 

Click on GO. A list of 16 items about dogs will appear. Follow the instructions above to 
learn details about any item. 

Questions? Email us at library@newark-umc.org or call the church office. 

Bunting Library News: Catalog Online! 

2/19: Youth Sunday 

http://newark-umc.org/
mailto:library@newark-umc.org
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Have you ever wondered how to live out 
your calling as a disciple of Jesus beyond 
attending Sunday worship service? 

Ever wonder how you can experience deeper 
fellowship with and get the kind of support 
from your church family that would provide 
some structure to your Christian life outside 
of church? 

Come see what practicing an active and 
engaged Christian life can offer you in your 
faith journey. Those of us at NUMC who are 
involved in discipleship practices are 
committed brothers- and sisters-in-Christ 
looking to live our faith out loud in all aspects 
of our lives as we focus on the four pillars of a 
balanced Christian life in the Wesleyan 
tradition—acts of compassion, justice, 
worship, and devotion. We come in all shapes 
and sizes and from all walks of life, but share 
a common bond in wanting to follow Christ’s 
teachings.  

Our Discipleship Leadership team offers two 
distinctive opportunities: 

Covenant Discipleship (CD) groups: These 
small groups meet weekly for one hour to 
share their past week’s activity with regard to 
works of piety and mercy on behalf of Christ, 
offering challenge and encouragement to one 
another in Christian love and support, 

If you have not already done so, 
please pick up your 2017 giving 
envelopes in Heritage Hall.  

If you have switched to 
electronic giving and no longer 
wish to use envelopes, please 
contact Rob Cappiello 
(rcappiello@newark-umc.org) in 
the business office to cancel 
future envelope orders.  

Discipleship at NUMC 

governed around a covenant written by the 
group. 

We welcome you to “test-drive” a weekly 
Covenant Discipleship group: visit one of our 
existing group’s meetings for up to three 
weeks to see why we keep coming back.  

Disciples TREE: If you are unable to make a 
weekly commitment, we offer a monthly one-
on-one connection with a discipleship 
“coach” (a commissioned Class Leader) to 
help you reflect upon and strengthen your 
engagement as a disciple of Jesus. 

Want more information? Please visit the 
NUMC website and/or reach out to a 
member of our Discipleship Leadership team: 
Mark Deshon (deshon@udel.edu), Sue 
Hollenbeck (sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com), 
Lys Murray (lysbetj@gmail.com), or Tom Rim 
(trimde61@gmail.com).  

2017 Giving Envelopes 

mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org
mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org
http://newark-umc.org/wp/what-we-do/growing-disciples/
mailto:deshon@udel.edu
mailto:sbhollenbeck3538@gmail.com
mailto:lysbetj@gmail.com
mailto:trimde61@gmail.com
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A big thank you to my NUMC family 

I have loved my position as Bookkeeper 
here at NUMC for the past 13 years as 
well as my positions at Newark 
Methodist Preschool for many years 
prior to that. I would like to sincerely 
thank the Staff, the Congregation and 
Newark Methodist Preschool for the love 
and support I have received over the 
years.  

I would also like to send out my heartfelt 
appreciation for the many warm words 
I have received after announcing my 
retirement. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you!   

~Connie Wright 

Troop 136 will once again be selling 
delicious Girl Scout cookies in 
Cokesbury Lobby on Sunday, March 5 

from 7:45am-12:15pm.  

The 15 girls in the troop have chosen to 
make go-bags, support pet charities, 
and support the Ronald McDonald 
House again. We also are saving for 
another camping trip. 

Mmmmmm...Cookies! 

@ UD Faith and Family Night, Feb 18 

Scout Sunday, Feb 18 
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining Room. 
We appreciate your help in bringing these 
to the church office by 9am on  

Thursday, March 22 

Questions? Call 302-368-8774. 

Help Us Help Them 

The Outreach Team thanks all who 
gave—we supplied 220+ Go-Bags to the 
Newark Empowerment Center in 
February. 

We are now collecting socks, deodorant 
and razors for the Newark Empowerment 
Center. All of these items are needed and 
appreciated by the clients. 

Collection boxes will be placed in 
Cokesbury Lobby from February 26 
through April 2, or your contributions can 
be taken to the office. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

United Methodist Women Say THANK YOU! 

What a wonderful congregation we have here at Newark United 
Methodist Church!  You supported the United Methodist 
Women as we offered our pecans, cookies, soup, rolls and 
muffins to raise money for missions. Your generosity will help 
women, children and youth here in Delaware, across the United 
States, and all around the world. Thank you!!!   

UMW and GREEN Team Joint Mission: 

Health Kits for Migrant Workers 

The GREEN Team and UMW need your help. Spring is here and crops of fruits and 
vegetables will be ready to harvest. Westside Family Health offers over 800 health kits in 
their outreach to migrant and seasonal workers each year, and we want to help them. 

At this time, we are asking for bottles or tubes of sunblock and bath towels. Look on the 
bulletin board next to room 109 for information on additional items needed, as well as 
NUMC’s weekly email announcements. We will have boxes available outside the sanctuary 
and in Cokesbury Lobby from 3/5-4/2.  

 

The Superbowl Sub Sale raised $1,000 for 
our Spring Break Mission Trip—Woohoo!!! 

This year, we're heading to Tarboro, NC to 
help UMCOR with Hurricane Matthew relief. 
Please pray for us March 24-April 1.  

 

Mission Trip Shirts!!! 

We often get compliments on our wonderful 
t-shirts. Their design is by Miss Mackenzie 
Steele, a freshman. Our theme this year is 
"Love the Lord your God with all your Heart, 
Soul, Mind, and Strength... and Love your 
Neighbor as Yourself". We're selling the long-
sleeved Burgundy shirts with white print for 
$15. Pre-orders must be received by March 8 
to make sure we have your size. We will 
have some extras after the trip, but choice of 
sizes may be limited. 

Thank you! 
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Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County wishes to thank Newark UMC for its support of the 
Walnut Ridge Project, and cordially invites the congregation to join us in dedicating the first 
four homes of this nine-home project.  

Friday, March 10, 11am 

15th and Walnut Streets, Wilmington, DE 19801 

Parking is limited: please carpool! 

Social Justice Day at Newark United Methodist Church 

Saturday, April 8, 2017, 9:30am-3:30pm  

Our Social Justice team is inviting the greater Newark 
community to join us as we bring together area speakers on a 
wide variety of social justice topics, including affordable 
housing, discrimination, environmental issues, and cross-
cultural understanding. We will close with a panel featuring a 
diverse gathering of Newark’s faith leaders.  

Each session will include resources for attendees who wish to 
become involved in justice efforts in our area and beyond. 

A box lunch will be provided. Registration is $20 for adults, $10 for high school 
students. http://bit.ly/NUMCSocialJustice2017. For more information, visit the 
NUMC website or contact Ruth Oatman (roatman2@earthlink.net; 410/398-7491). 

Wesley Foundation 
Brunch Angels 

 

We still have some spots open in April and May for your group, 
committee or team to sign up as Brunch Angels. We love 
everything from cinnamon rolls to eggy casseroles. Fresh fruit, 
baked ziti, taco salad are also favorites. You name it, we'll eat it.  

Some committees and teams have already picked their week. 
Ready to join them? Please sign up outside the Wesley Lounge 
with a few friends and share the love with our 20ish students. 
We now have a gluten-free student, so please be mindful of that 
(not everything needs to be gluten-free, but we want to make 
sure she does not feel excluded). If you have any questions about 
what to bring, or what our favorites are, please email Rev. Mary 
(revmaryud@gmail.com). 

http://bit.ly/NUMCSocialJustice2017
http://newark-umc.org/
mailto:roatman2@earthlink.net
mailto:revmaryud@gmail.com


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

Parish Notes Deadline March 15—email parish-
notes@newark-umc.org  

SAVE THE DATES! 

AUGUST 7-11 
AND 

WORSHIP PERFORMANCE ON 

AUGUST 13 
Our fabulous team returns for another           

fun-filled week of music, drama, and crafts! 

NUMC TRUSTEES SPRING 
WORKDAY  

Saturday, 3/25, 8am-2pm 
(rain date 4/1) 

Lunch/beverages will be provided. 
Want to send a dessert for our 
workers? Let us know. 

It’s time once again to spruce up 
the church inside and out, and 
everyone can help! There will be 
many jobs to do: cleaning, raking, 
pulling weeds and spreading 
mulch…help our church home 
shine!  

If you can’t come that day, there 
are one-time jobs—adopt a room 
for window cleaning or a garden 
area to weed...    

Please contact Rob Cappiello 
(RCappiello@Newark-UMC.org; 
302-368-8774) if you can join us.  

Facility Manager Rob Taylor will 
coordinate projects and provide 
supplies for the day. If you have 
favorite clippers, shovels, a wheel 
barrel, or rakes bring them along 
(labeled)! 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org
mailto:RCappiello@Newark-UMC.org

