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February is a month noted for many 
things. One in particular is Valentine’s 
Day. It is a day in which the 
expectation is that we will share our 
romantic love in a demonstrative and 
often public way. Unfortunately, this 
can set the stage for massive 
disappointments and frustrations as 
many of these gestures fail to satisfy or 
materialize for the persons they were 
meant for or for those who hoped to be 
recipients. When these gestures are 
successful, there is a warming of the 
heart and relationships are 
strengthened. When they are 
unsuccessful or absent there is often 
disappointment, and relationships 
become strained.  

Loving—in particular, romantic 
loving—is a giving-and-receiving 
proposition. What is given has to be 
received in order for this romantic 
transaction to be successful. This 
doesn’t always happen. 

In marriage counseling, I share the 
story of the spouse that worked hard 
every day to provide their spouse with 
all their needs and wants. The other 
spouse cared for the home and made 
sure life was organized and peaceful. 
One day the spouse at home 
confronted their spouse after work and 
said, “I’m leaving you because you do 
not love me.” The spouse who just 
came home from work exclaimed, 
“What do you mean I don’t love you? I 
work every day to provide for you!” 
The other spouse replied, “Yes, but 
you do not pay any attention to me.“  

This is an over-simplified situation to 
illustrate that each of us has a 
particular understanding of how to 
give love and how we receive it. In 
marriage counseling, I have couples go 
to separate places and write down as 
many as 10 things that make them feel 
loved. The couples then share one 
another’s lists. The first thing that has 

From the Pastor’s Desk—Giving and Receiving 
Rev. Derrick E. Porter 

to happen is that each partner accept 
the things on the list and not judge 
them, because this is how that person 
feels: it is not up for judgments.  

Once each person has the 
understanding of how their partner 
receives love, they can endeavor to 
provide it in that fashion to express 
their love. For example, one person felt 
loved when their spouse would listen 
intently to their sharing of what 
occurred that day. One felt loved 
when their spouse made sure the 
garbage was always taken care of. One 
felt loved when they were fed by the 
other with meals served like 
clockwork. One felt loved when there 
were daily sincere compliments and 
acknowledgements of their 
contributions. One felt loved when 
they were taken out to dinner. One felt 
loved when things were quickly 
repaired. One felt loved when they 
were hugged and kissed several times 
a day with no ulterior motive. There is 
an infinite number of ways that we can 
express love and feel loved. The key is 
that we learn to express it in a way 
that our significant other can receive it. 
Often, couples learn this over years of 
often painful trial and error. This 
exercise can give you a better 
understanding of what your partner 
desires. It is not just an exercise for 
young people: people often go for 
years without expressing their 
frustrations. You may be surprised by 
what you find out from your 
significant other when you ask.  

Love is a form of intricate 
communication. Like speech, what is 
said is not always what is heard. We 
need to learn to give our expressions 
of love in ways that the person we 
wish to receive it can receive it. In this 
way, we can make our Valentine’s Day 
and every day an opportunity for 
continuous romance.  
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Worship at Newark United Methodist Church 

George Kirk Concert Series 2017 

February 26, 4pm: Princeton Girlchoir  

March 12, 4pm: Augustine Mercante, Countertenor  

March 26, 4pm: The City Winds Trio 
Crispian Fordham, flute 
Meredyth Coleman, oboe 
Yuki Higashi, bassoon 

Each concert will be a mix of music that spans styles and 
centuries. Children are welcome! Bring a child and 
introduce them to a world of wonderful music. 

The concert on February 26 will be the first in our 
newly-renovated sanctuary. Both of our March concerts 
will be in Heritage Hall, utilizing the newly-installed 
sound system and screens for a multimedia experience 
that incorporates both the ancient and the modern. 

A light reception will follow each concert.  

Freewill donations are appreciated--and needed, to 
continue the concert series. Please take into 
consideration the cost of similar concerts in the greater 
Newark & Philadelphia area.  

Taiz

Join us for an hour of peace and grace. 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship Services, March 1 

Distribution of Ashes and Communion will take place at 
both services: 

3pm in the Chapel 

7pm in the Sanctuary (w/Chancel Choir & 
Choristers) 

Watch online and in the bulletin for updates. 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
http://www.princetongirlchoir.org/
http://www.augustinemercante.com/
http://www.citywindstrio.com/
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Shortly after Christmas, the NUMC sanctuary and nave areas were transformed 
into a construction zone to remove the old “can” floodlight incandescent lighting 
and complete the installation of the new LED lighting system (top).  

Fewer LED lights are required to provide the same illumination, saving energy, 
but many of the old “can” ceiling penetrations had to be filled and patched. This 
required the re-plastering of the sanctuary ceiling area.  

We also took this opportunity to repair the sanctuary ceiling and sidewall cracks 
that had developed over the years since the 1989 sanctuary expansion. The 
entire sanctuary and nave area ceiling then was repainted.  

The new LED lights are in and a new digital dimming control system has been 
installed to allow us to enhance worship and musical experiences by setting 
lighting “scenes”. Also, when this new electrical work was required in the attic, 
we also updated, for safety, the wiring to the remaining lighting fixtures in the 
nave and balcony areas. It now meets today’s code requirements.  

This extensive amount of renovation work is nearing completion (bottom), and 
we look forward to commencing worship again in the sanctuary in mid-February. 

Sanctuary Lighting Improvements 
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Recent Reads 

Read any good books lately? 
Please join us for more lovely 
conversations on 

Monday, 2/13 @ 1:15pm 

to discuss your latest ‘read’ 
and enjoy refreshments and 
fellowship! 

It seems that WINTER has truly arrived. As I am writing this and 
looking out the window, it is snowing and snowing away! And that 
brings the question—what is the nicest, most comforting, BEST 
THING to do on a lazy, snowy afternoon? Get cozy with a GOOD 

BOOK! The library has quite a few new books for children around a winter theme, and they join 
the excellent ones already in our collection. Just take a look… 

 The Bear Who Dares by Kate Toms. This delightful story in rhyming text will be enjoyed by 
parents and young children—a wonderful bedtime story. 

 When Winter Comes by Nancy Van Laan, beautifully illustrated by Susan Gaber. What 
happens to leaves, fish, flowers, mice and other living things when winter's wind and snow 
arrive? Walk with a curious child to find out! 

 Snow Bear by Miriam Moss. As darkness falls, a little white bear is all alone. Maggie Kneen has 
beautifully illustrated, with embossing and silver accents, the frosty beauty of the forest setting 
in this reassuring story of friendship, teamwork and a mother's love. 

 Splat the Cat and the Snowy Day Surprise by Rob Scotton. What happens when Splat goes out 
in the snow to play and encounters a runaway snowball? Enjoy this Lift-the-Flap storybook! 

 If It's Snowy and You Know It, Clap Your Paws! by Kim Norman. Illustrations by Liza 
Woodruff take the reader on some frosty fun—having a slipping, sliding and tumbling 
adventure! 

 The Iciest, Diciest, Scariest Sled Ride Ever! by Rebecca Rule. Seven children set out on their 
grandfather's old-fashioned speed sled—and have an adventure that soars beyond expectation!  

 Happy Valentine's Day, Mouse! by Laura Numeroff and Felicia Bond. Celebrate Valentine's 
Day with Mouse and all the friends he loves. 

 Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentine by Barbara Park. Junie has received a 
mysterious valentine from a secret admirer! She must find out WHO! See the gushy valentine, 
illustrated by Denise Brunkus. Enjoy this book, one of a series about the funny and outrageous 
Junie B. Jones.  

Now come in and see these and many other books of the Winter season! 

About Recent Reads... 

This casual book group meets in the Bunting Library on the second 
Monday of each month at 1:15pm to discuss books we've been 
reading recently. There aren't any “assigned” books—just sharing, 
briefly, about a book you've read and what you think about it. The 
book you choose to share could be from Bunting Library, the 
public library, from your own shelf at home, or could even be one 
you borrowed from a friend!  

We enjoy this sharing of our book interests, and we enjoy the 
fellowship of fellow “book people”…as well as the light 
refreshments (snacks and beverages) at each meeting. If you don't 
have a book to share at a particular month's meeting, just join us 
anyway and hear about other books, meet and talk with this 
friendly bunch, and have some refreshments along with everyone 
else! (Remember, I said it’s a casual book group!) 

To find out more about this group—and I hope you will!—please 
call Ruth Nicholls (302-368-0427) or Janet in the church office (302-
368-8774)...or just show up at any meeting and join in! 
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Many of you may have your own remedies for soothing a bee sting. A few 
examples include applying to the sting, a wet aspirin, aloe vera, paste made 
from baking soda, commercial meat tenderizer, or even an onion slice.  

These remedies may have some merit, but in the Mayo Clinic Health Letter 
we find that the simplest and probably best way to treat a bee sting 
involves these three steps: 

 Remove the stinger. Do not use tweezers or another implement to grasp 
the stinger (this may release more venom), but scrape it out with a 
straight-edged object such as the edge of a credit card or long fingernail. 

 Wash the sting area with soap and water. 
 Use a cold pack or cloth filled with ice to help reduce the pain and 

swelling. Products such as Americaine, Sting Kill, and Lanacaine are 
also effective at relieving the pain. 

If the itching continues, you might try hydrocortisone cream or calamine. 
Should you decide to use Benadryl or Chlor-Trimeton, remember that they 
often cause drowsiness. 

BEE STINGS 

Newark Methodist Preschool started the year with a new 
program – PDO (Parents’ Day Out). PDO invites children 
(ages 2-4) from the community to experience a day at 
school through play. They have the opportunity to 
interact with others, listen to stories, play with age-
appropriate toys, make crafts and enjoy outdoor time. The 
program is held on Fridays from 9am – 12pm. The cost is 
$25 per Friday.  

Do you know anyone who may be interested? Spread the 
word about our program! Space is limited, so please 
contact the preschool to register, by calling the preschool 
office or emailing tsharp@neark-umc.org. Ask about our 
program’s discount offer upon registration. 

P.R.O.U.D Puppy Raisers of the University of Delaware is 
a registered organization that raises puppies for The Seeing 
Eye. It consists of both puppy raisers and sitters whose job 
is to expose the young dogs to as many situations as 
possible to prepare them for their future job as a guide dog. 
To aid in their success, the puppies came to visit the 
children of NMPS, where a generous donation was given to 
help support the program. A puppy treat sale was held to 
raise the funds for the donation. Children enjoyed making 
the treats in their classrooms and selling them to their 
friends and family members.  

Registration for the 2017-2018 
school year is currently underway. 
Open houses were held in January 
and attended by many prospective 
families. Thank YOU for getting the 
word out! While we received 
several applications, we still have 
space available. Contact the 
preschool office for details. 

Preschool Office: (302)368-1754/ tsharp@newark-umc.org 

mailto:tsharp@neark-umc.org
mailto:tsharp@newark-umc.org?subject=Request%20for%20Information
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Contact Melanie Hartley (mhartley@newark-umc.org; 302-368-8774, x217) for more 
information concerning any Youth Ministry or Young Adult event. 

Youth Announcements 

Youth Bible Study: Tuesday nights, 6:30-7:45pm. For 
anyone who wants to explore the Bible at a deeper level 
and grow in their faith.  

 Over the winter and spring we will be studying the 
book of James and the Sermon On the Mount. Snacks, 
drinks, and good discussion! 

 February 5: No Youth Group 

Youth Sunday: February 19, 8, 9:30 & 11am. Students will 
be leading the congregation in worship through messages, 
music and prayer.  

 We need musicians, readers, ushers, speakers, and 
helpers of every kind! 

 Students should contact Melanie for information and 
participation. 

Youth Mission Trip Bake Off: February 26, 6-7:30pm. 
This year we are changing things up– chocolate and non-
chocolate entries are open for submissions! 

 $13 to submit a dessert in the contest, $8/person to 
come and enjoy all the desserts you want! We also are 
requesting desserts be donated. 

 All funds go towards the 2017 Sr. High Summer 
Mission Trip to Long Island, NY. 

 Contact Melanie Hartley with any questions. Pick up a 
registration form at the Christian Education Office.  

Young Adult Announcements  

Theology on Tap 

Next meetings: Wednesday, February 8 & and 22, 
6:30-8:30pm at the Deer Park Tavern 

Folks are invited to join us for a night out on Main 
Street for a brew and discussions about theology, 
current events, politics and outreach.  

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month. All adults of all ages are welcome, and all 
faith identities and backgrounds are welcome.  

mailto:mhartley@newark-umc.org
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Adult Sunday Morning Learning 
Opportunities—All are welcome! 

 The Teachables (9:30am in Samuel 
Wesley Rm) will spend the month 
finishing our journey along The Way 
(DVD-based study by Adam Hamilton). 

 Trying Christians (11am in Memorial 
Lounge) are Making Sense of the Bible 
(DVD-based study by Adam Hamilton) 
for the first two weeks of the month. On 
February 19, we’ll take a look/listen to 
some hymns composed by Jane Parker 
Huber, followed by a FaithLink 
discussion on February 26. 

G.R.E.E.N. Team 

The G.R.E.E.N. Team will be providing our church family with dinner and fellowship 
starting at 5pm before the intergenerational Ash Wednesday Worship service (March 
1). This event is a fundraiser to sponsor Nkonin's school tuition in Kenya. 

No reservations are necessary: all busy people are welcome to drop in and eat! We 
will have baked ziti or spaghetti, rolls, salad, and drink. The cost is $5 per plate—
children age 3 and under are free. 

Any questions? Please contact Diane Smith (kevydi@aol.com). 

Hope to see you there!! 

Weekday Studies 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study (WABS) 
Lenten Study 

24 Hours that Changed the World (DVD-based 
study by Adam Hamilton) begins on Wednesday, 
February 22 and runs for seven weeks.  

Please join us! We meet at 1:15pm in Memorial 
Lounge. To order a book through NUMC (cost is 
$10), call 302/368-8774, x225 before February 5. 

 

Violence Divine: Overcoming the Bible’s 
Betrayal of its Non-Violent God 

Is the God of the Old Testament a God of Love or 
a God of Violence? Jesus’ message proclaimed a 
non-violent kingdom of a non-violent God—the 
Sermon on the Mount, for example. Can we have 
justice without violence? 

Come take part in an eight-week DVD-based 
discussion group led by Rev. David Palmer and 
Jerry Swalley. The DVD features John Dominic 
Crossan, a well-known author and Jesus 
scholar. The DVD was filmed in a workshop 
setting with a live audience. Tuesday evenings 
from 7-8:30pm in February and March (2/7, 14, 21, 
28 & 3/7, 14, 21, 28; location TBA). 

Questions? Interested in signing up? Contact the 
Christian Education office (302-368-8774, x 225). 

mailto:kevydi@aol.com
http://newark-umc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/violence_divine.jpg
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Family Feud and Finger Food Event Returns! 
Saturday, February 25—6-8pm in Heritage Hall 

Bring the family, invite friends, and join us for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship!  
We need Family Feud teams and an audience to cheer them on—start a team, join a 
team…Wesley, Sunday School class, Trustees, Stephen Ministers, Choir, your family?  
Bring healthy, delicious, finger food (no spoons or forks) to share. Drinks and paper 
products will be provided.  
The number-one question this year is: Will it snow? 
 

New Year, New Pastor, New Connections! 
February promises to be an exciting month and a great time to make new connections (or 
renew old ones)!  
One newer connection is with our Senior Pastor, Rev. Derrick Porter, who would love to 
meet with small groups to get to know you and let you get to know him better. “Cottage 
meetings” where this can happen are listed below. Due to space availability, we ask you 
to sign up in advance by calling the church office (302-368-8774). 
 

 

Date/Time Host Address 

Tues, 2/7, 3-4:30pm Kathy & Mark Werrell NUMC (probably Memorial Lounge) 

Tues, 2/7, 7-8:30pm Sandy & Scott Rowe 147 Kennedy Blvd, Elkton, MD 21921 

Thurs, 2/9, 7-8:30pm Rhonda Janeka 18 Cobble Creek Curve, Newark, 19713 

Thurs, 2/16, 7-8:30pm Jo Anne & Mark Deshon 75 W. Mill Station Dr, Newark, 19711 

Tues, 2/21, 7-8:30pm Diane & Kevin Smith 9 Tufts Lane, Newark, 19711 

Thurs, 2/23, 7-8:30pm Mary Jean & Allen Hart 4 Altemus Drive, Landenburg, PA 19350 

BELIEVERS IN ACTION/MEMBERSHIP 

OUTREACH 

Lenten Offering 
This year, our Lenten Offering will be donated to 
the Newark Empowerment Center (NEC). 
Housed in the Wilson Room here at NUMC, the 
NEC is a part of Friendship House—a Delaware 
Homeless Ministry. The NEC is open on 
weekdays from 1-4pm. Services available include 

 Securing birth certificates and State IDs 
 Financial help with household bills 
 Job search strategies 
 Assistance obtaining medical insurance 
 Support with addiction recovery 

The philosophy of Friendship House is to walk with people and help them improve their circumstances. 

Quick facts about the NEC 
 Opened over 9 years ago 
 5300 families served since opening 
 600 different people seen each year 
 25-54 people come for help each day 
 20% of clients are homeless at first 

visit 
 Many clients have minimal resources 

and struggle to avoid homelessness 

Want to help with Go-Bags for the NEC? See page 11 

tel:%28302%29%20368-8774
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STEPHEN MINISTRY: HERE FOR YOU! 
Are You In Need Of Someone Who Cares? Supports? Listens? Shares? 

Stephen Ministry offers care, support and encouragement to people whose lives have been 
disrupted by divorce, death, grief, loss of a job, retirement changes, health problems, loneliness, 
discouragement, childbirth, questions about God and faith, and so forth. This ministry trains and 
supervises lay caregivers to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people in and 
around our church. Men meet with men and women meet with women. 

Stephen Ministers support people who for the most part have their basic coping skills intact, their 
thinking in order and their emotions under control. They need someone to walk beside them, to 
encourage them, to pray with them and for them, and to bear their burdens with them. The 
Stephen Minister offers his or her support through attentive, active listening and a caring 
presence. 

If you are interested in learning more about the help that Stephen Ministry can 
provide, please contact Kathy Werrell (kcwerrell@gmail.com; 302/239-4646). 

For more information about this ministry, visit StephenMinistries.org. 

Self-Defense Against Debt Seminars 

NUMC member Stacey Altemus, Financial 
Advisor, shares steps to improve your financial 
situation in two Estate planning and Financial 

Fitness Seminars. 

When: Two Sundays in March, after worship 
services (exact dates and times TBD; watch 
bulletins, website, and e-news for updates). 

For: all ages! 

Topics covered:  

 Purpose of having a will, power of attorney, 
and health directive, perhaps a trust--
presented by Valerie M. Carr, Esquire. 

 Your legacy: some facts to consider when 
planning what is left to whom—presented 
by Stacey Altemus, Financial Advisor.  

It was a great year for 
cookies—Thanks to all our 
bakers...and all our supporters! 

A Note from the Business Office 

Have you considered giving to the church 
online? Did you know that through our 
church website you can now make your 
annual pledge, as well as set up regular 
online giving?  

Payments can be made through your credit 
card or an ACH debit from your checking or 
savings account, and be scheduled to happen 
the same time each month. Regular, recurring 
online giving helps you stay on track with 
your pledge, even when you are away on 
vacation. It also helps reduce cost to the 
church when ordering giving envelopes each 
year. Many church members have found that 
their banks offer an “online bill pay option” 
where your bank will send us a check each 
month.  

If you are currently giving online and still 
receive envelopes, please let us know so we 
can remove your name from future orders. If 
you have not yet considered giving online, 
you should check it out.  

Please email me in the business office 
(rcappiello@newark-umc.org) if you would 
like us to stop ordering your giving 
envelopes, or if you have questions about 
switching to online giving.  

-Rob Cappiello, Business Manager  

mailto:kcwerrell@gmail.com
tel:%28302%29%20239-4646
http://www.stephenministries.org/
mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org
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They're back! The Spring Semester 
starts on February 6, and students will 
be hungry for those baked goodies and 
breakfast casseroles that they have 
come to love. Their faces light up when 
see all the food spread out.  

You give them a taste of home, and 
you let them know that they are loved. 
It doesn't have to be complicated. Who 
knew a quiche, or baked ziti, or taco 
salad could be so powerful! Please sign 
up outside the Wesley Lounge with a 
few friends and share the love. We do 
have a gluten-free student, but that's 
easily managed (Mary can help with 
ideas).  

We normally have around 20 students 
each week, and we meet in Rm 104 for 
brunch (bottom of the ramp from 
Cokesbury Lobby). 

WESLEY FOUNDATION SUPER BOWL SUB SALE  
Sunday, February 5 

Orders are best, but we always make extras for those 
who forget! 

Once again, we bring you the Best Super Bowl Food 
EVER!!! It fits right in your hand, it's not too messy, 
it's easy to share with a friend, and it's all for a good 
cause. Sometimes there's extra lunch-meat and cheese 
for sale.  

This year, Wesley Foundation is headed to North 
Carolina to work with UMCOR and their flood 
recovery efforts.  

Cost: $10 per foot-long sub, 3 for $27 (We use 
Herman’s Meats and Cheese for our subs)  

Options: Turkey or Italian (spiced ham, salami, 
peppered ham) with your choice of onions, oil, mayo, 
tomatoes, hot and sweet peppers, and pickles.  

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Wesley Foundation and our mission efforts!  

Brunch Angels 

 

 

 

Spread the word: NUMC Chorister Program! 

The NUMC Choristers (grades 4-8) rehearse on Sundays from 5-6pm 
in the Choir Room. Choristers’ families do not need to be members 
of NUMC—the choir is open to the community. Not only do our 
Choristers receive fantastic musical training, the program is also a 
complete faith-formation experience: singers learn how to fully 
participate in the worship life of NUMC. In the fall, NUMC’s 
Choristers will participate in the Westminster Treble Festival with 
renowned conductor Anton Armstrong. To register your child, or 
for additional information about the NUMC Chorister Program, 
contact Ned Perwo (nperwo@newark-umc.org). 

The Choristers of NUMC are affiliated with the Royal School of 
Church Music in America. For more information, visit 
www.rscmamerica.org. 

Don’t miss the 
Princeton Girlchoir! 

Join us in the 
sanctuary 

Sunday, 2/26 at 
4pm 

 

-See p2 for details- 

George Kirk  
Concert Series 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDp9WN09bRAhVE2yYKHZFyDQ8QFggcMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwp.stolaf.edu%2Fstolaf-choir%2Fanton-armstrong-conductor%2F&usg=AFQjCNEPUHv5hSVbC_XT6iLryXY4B5KAcw&sig2=KOoICF8VqQwyd
mailto:nperwo@newark-umc.org
http://www.rscmamerica.org
http://www.rscmamerica.org
http://www.rscmamerica.org
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining 
Room. We appreciate your help in 
bringing these to the church office by 
9am on  

Thursday, February 22 

 

Questions? Call 302-368-8774. 

Go-Bag Items Needed 

The Outreach Team is requesting donations 
for the 250 Go-Bags to be assembled on 
Monday, February 12. Items should be taken 
to the Main Office by 2/10, labeled for 
OUTREACH. 

Needed are: microwaveable protein meals; 
boxed (real) juice; breakfast bars; fruit cups; 
packaged cheese crackers with peanut butter 
or cheese filling; desserts. Also needed: gallon
-size Zip-lock bags.  

Thank you for helping us help! 

Social Justice @ NUMC: Saturday, April 8 

Are there areas of social justice that are of concern to you? 
Would you like more information about social justice efforts in our area? 

Would you like to know how to get involved in working for change? 

We are planning a Social Justice Day for the greater Newark community 
here at Newark United Methodist Church on Saturday, April 8, that will 
address many of these concerns. 

Save the date on your calendar and watch for further details in the Parish 
Notes and NUMC’s Facebook page as well as in the Sunday bulletins and 
Sunday morning Minutes for Mission. 

If you would like to be involved in our planning efforts, please contact 
Ruth Oatman (roatman2@earthlink.net). 
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Parish Notes Deadline February 15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Worshipping together in Heritage Hall 
see p3 to learn about progress in the Sanctuary! 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

