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 Come join the combined choirs of NUMC and the 
First State Ringers as we perform Joy to the 
World by John Leavitt.   

This wonderful collection of scripture readings and 
carols is based on the Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols made famous by the choir of Kings College, 
Cambridge. 

Our service will feature carols both old and new, 
and our congregation will be invited to sing along on 
many of the selections. All will be accompanied by 
organ, handbells and chamber orchestra. 

A Christmas cookie reception in Heritage Hall will 
follow the service.   

Sunday, 12/11@ 3pm 

NUMC Sanctuary 

For more information on Advent/Christmas events and activities, 
see pages 5, 6 & 9. 

December 24—Christmas Eve at Newark UMC 

4pm (Sanctuary): Family Service 
Young choirs singing, children’s sermon for the young at 
heart and carols sung by all. 

7pm (Heritage Hall):  Contemporary Service 
Featuring a blend of carols old and new, with the SonSpirit 
Band and Singers. 

9pm (Sanctuary): Lessons & Carols 
Featuring the Chancel Choir, organ and brass quintet. 

11pm (Sanctuary): Lessons & Carols 
Communion service with choir and brass quintet. 

 

December 25—Christmas Day 

One service only, at 9:30pm 

January 1—New Year’s Day 

One service only, at 9:30pm 



Lay Leaders:  
Stacey Altemus, Danny Fisher,    
Richard Gaines, Betsy Kent  

 
 
 

 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Derrick E. Porter  ext. 214 

Campus Pastor 
Rev. Mary K. Haggard  ext. 216 

Assistant Campus Pastor 
Rev. Ward Mesick 

Director of Education Ministries 
Donna Hitchner   ext. 225 

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Melanie Hartley  ext. 217 

Director of Music Ministries/Principal Organist 
Ned Perwo   ext. 220 

Sunday School Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Santare  
 
Business Manager 
Robert Cappiello  ext. 218 

Office Manager 
Danette Eberly   ext. 213 

Bookkeeper 
Connie Wright   ext. 215 

Facility Manager 
Rob Taylor   ext. 227 
 

Custodian 
Piedad Luna   ext. 227 

STAFF 

302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

webmaster@newark-umc.org 
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I was reading up on youth ministry to 
seek possible ways to attract and retain 
the young people in our church and 
community. I began to read a book 
suggested to me by a respected colleague 

in young people’s ministries, Almost Christian by Kenda 
Creasy Dean. After digesting the first chapter, I discovered 
a summary statement that can shape our youth ministry’s 
present and future.   

They want to be us. Believe it or not, they want to be us. 
Peel away all the protestations and criticisms and look 
deep down and what you get is that young people want to 
grow up to be us: they want to be what we are and do 
what we do. What this ultimately means is that the 
vibrancy and attractiveness and retention ability of our 
youth ministries is inextricably tied to the vibrancy and 
dynamism of our adult ministries and the spiritual 
development and demonstrated discipleship of the older 
adult Christians in NUMC. If we are not acting like Jesus, 
they are not likely to want to act like Jesus.   

If we want to know what the future of our children’s faith 
is, we just need to look at our own faith lives. Outside a 
move of the Holy Spirit and revival sweeping the 
congregation, the future of the faith of our young people 
depends on our example. 

Let us examine ourselves and make the necessary changes 

to be a light to the path of our young people. As we enter 

the Holiday season and enjoy the festivities of Christmas 

and New Year’s, let us be particularly mindful of this. Let 

the light and love of God shine in all we choose to do.  

Remember, they are watching and they want to be us.   

Rev. Derrick E. Porter 

From the Pastor’s Desk— 

http://www.newark-umc.org/
mailto:webmaster@newark-umc.org
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A Note from the Business Office 

Have you considered giving to the church online? Did you know that through 
our church website you can now make your annual pledge, as well as set up 
regular online giving?  

Payments can be made through your credit card or an ACH debit from your checking or savings 
account, and be scheduled to happen the same time each month. Regular, recurring online giving 
helps you stay on track with your pledge, even when you are away on vacation. It also helps 
reduce cost to the church when ordering giving envelopes each year. Many church members have 
found that their banks offer an “online bill pay option” where your bank will send us a check each 
month.  

If you are currently giving online and still receive envelopes, please let us know so we can remove 
your name from future orders. If you have not yet considered giving online, you should check it 
out.  

Please email me in the business office (rcappiello@newark-umc.org) if you would like us to stop 
ordering your giving envelopes, or if you have questions about switching to online giving.  

-Rob Cappiello, Business Manager  

Renewing Our Foundation Project Highlights 

Welcome Center Entrance: 
As reported last month, the overall project is on track with many aspects completed and remaining 
work anticipated to complete in February 2017: 

 Final paving, lighting, and landscaping of the parking lot is complete and the preschool 
playground surface and fence installed. What an improvement! 

 SonSpirit worship is now fully enjoying the new enhanced worship support A/V capabilities 
in Heritage Hall, and new worship furniture has arrived. 

 The new Welcome Center structure soon will be enclosed with windows and doors, and 
interior finishing work will accelerate with the installation of the new elevator lift and 
completion of the electrical/security/computer network/TV messaging systems behind the 
walls, with ceiling, drywall and flooring installation soon to follow. The new custom reception 
desk is being fabricated and new furniture purchases are being made. 

 Sanctuary lighting work will commence immediately after Christmas and take approximately 
6 weeks. Work in the sanctuary will include replacing incandescent floodlight spots with 
LEDs, adding track lighting, repairing/painting ceiling plaster, and installing new 
computerized lighting controls. During this project phase, all Sunday services will be held in 
Heritage Hall. 

ROF Project Energy Reduction Bonus:  
As the ROF Building Committee investigated State of Delaware energy reduction opportunities, 
we became aware of a State energy grant providing rebates on the purchase of LED bulbs. The 
Trustees had already transitioned to the use of CFL bulbs in many locations in the church, but 
LEDs would provide an even greater advantage. We are indebted to Butch Read and Jim Mylin, 
who took their time to inventory and characterize every existing bulb in the church (all 442!) and 
define the appropriate LED replacement. They have submitted the grant application and we await 
approval. When approved, the cost of the new bulbs will be just over $4000—but the rebate of 
about $3000 will create a net cost of ~$1000; this will be picked up by donors. So 
we will enjoy new lighting with no up-front cost, and our energy consumption 
for lighting will decrease by about 50%, with bulb replacement time extended 
about 6X. We continue to look for ways to be good stewards of the environment. 

mailto:rcappiello@newark-umc.org
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Youth Announcements  

 12/11, 6-8pm: Angel Tree gift wrapping 

 12/18, 6-8pm: NUMC Youth Christmas Party 

No youth group 12/25 or 1/1--Enjoy the holidays! 

Thoughts from Melanie:  

In these unsure times, I will choose to live in the hope, joy, peace and love of Advent. I will 
anxiously await the coming of Christ Jesus, because it was in the midst of unsure times that 
God’s love touched our world.  

God took on flesh and lived among us as Jesus. Jesus taught us how love and serve others, 
how we can be more connected to God by being more connected to one another. He 
showed us that focusing our attention on showing love to God and others leads to a 
fulfilling life.  

Let us cling to what we know is true and love others as God has loved us.  

Young Adult Announcements 

Theology on Tap! 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, 12/14 from 6:30-8pm in the 
Deer Park Tavern. 

Folks are invited to join us for a night out on Main Street for a 
brew and discussions about theology, current events, politics and 
outreach.  

We are now meeting twice a month! We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
the month.  

Contact Melanie Hartley (mhartley@newark-umc.org; 302-368-8774, x217) for more 
information concerning any Youth Ministry or Young Adult event. 

mailto:mhartley@newark-umc.org
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Adult Learning Opportunities  

Sunday mornings 

December 

Teachables (9:30am; Samuel Wesley Rm): On 12/4 and 11, we will wind up our 
discussion of Adam Hamilton’s study, Revival. We plan to party on 12/18! 
There will be no class on Christmas morning. 

Trying Christians (11am; Memorial Lounge): On 12/4, you are invited to learn 
about last summer’s Adult Mission Trip. We will discuss the Moravian 
denomination’s beliefs and practices on 12/11. Our annual Christmas Brunch is 
scheduled for 12/18. There will be no class on December 25th.   

January 

Teachables: There will be no class on 1/1. On 1/8, we will begin a study of The 
Way, by Adam Hamilton, which continues through February. 

Trying Christians: There will be no class on 1/1. For all you Adam Hamilton 
fans out there, we will begin a four-week study of Forgiveness on 1/8. 

Greening of the Church 2016 

Given the ongoing construction, this year’s Greening will be scaled back just a bit, 
but we still plan to gather on Friday, December 3. There will be pizza, chips, and 
drinks served for dinner starting at 5:30pm (or you are welcome to bring your own 
meal). There will be time for making ornament crafts for one of the trees and/or to 
take home, and caroling in front of the church (weather permitting), followed by hot 
chocolate and cookies.  

This year, we are opening up the planning process to anyone who has a great idea 
for a craft, game, or other activity that they would like to lead. Age level: we expect to 
have children as young as three or four all the way up to adults, so we want to be able to 
offer a range of activities. If you can pull something together really quickly and be ready 
for Dec. 3, please email dhitchner@newark-umc.org or call 302-368-8774x225 as soon as 
possible so we can plan a table for you! If you are able to provide a plate of cookies for 
after caroling, please use the same contact information.  

The retreat team is busy planning, which means the 
weekend will be upon us soon! Now is the time to 
indicate your interest in retreating to the Lavender 
Springs Spa (at Black Rock Retreat Center) on April 

21-23, 2017. Deposits may be made online using the 
NUMC online giving portal, or you can drop a check 
by the Christian Education office at any time.  

Please consider taking some time to let God refresh 
you this April! For more information, see the Retreat 
Page (http://newark-umc.org/wp/womens-retreat-
2017/). 

Pretzel Sale! 

On 12/11, the Retreat Team 
will sell large hot Philly Pretzel 
Factory pretzels during 
fellowship time for $1 each. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
Retreat Scholarship Fund.  

Thank you for your support!  

Women’s Retreat 2017 

mailto:dhitchner@newark-umc.org
tel:302-368-8774x%20225
http://newark-umc.org/wp/womens-retreat-2017/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/womens-retreat-2017/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/womens-retreat-2017/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/womens-retreat-2017/
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Flowers & Music for Christmas    

at Newark United Methodist Church 

Christmas is a time for decorating the church with beautiful poinsettias, Christmas trees and greens, and for 
praising God with special music and song.  You are invited to make a contribution to the Christmas Fund in 
honor or in memory of loved ones.  Please complete this form and return it to the church office by December 
9th, along with your contribution.  You may also place it in the offering plate.  Checks should be made 
payable to NUMC with a notation for “Christmas Fund.”  Dedications will be printed in the Christmas Eve 
bulletins.  
 
I would like to donate  $________        

Given: “To the glory of God . . . “ 
 
In loving memory of _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
In honor and appreciation of __________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From (your name as you wish it printed) _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone:_____________________________    Envelope Number:__________   Email:___________________________ 

 
Your donation to the Christmas Fund will be used to pay for poinsettias, Christmas Trees and greenery, and will be used 

to help pay for guest musicians and soloists for Christmas Eve. 

Leave the rush of the season behind with this 

wonderful contemplative service of scripture, prayer, 

and song.   
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Exam Survival Bags 

This fall semester has just flown by. Now the 
students have final exams to deal with and 
stress over. Not fun. But they also have Exam 
Survival Bags to help them with their doubts 
and fears during this “time of testing”. FUN!!! 
This is where we come in. You can help bring 
the only bright part of Exam Week. 

On Friday, 12/9, the students will watch some 
great Christmas movies and will fill their bags 
with munchies and treats—little bits of fun in 
the midst of dark days as they worry about 
their academic future. 

So please drop off to the Wesley Office any 
packs of crackers, cookies, candy, cupcakes, 
Gatorade, juice boxes, chips, microwave 
popcorn, apples, clementines, bananas, etc., by 
Friday 12/9. 

We love holiday-themed treats, too (Little 
Debbie snacks make anyone smile). 

Most of all, please surround them in prayer. 

Newark Area Welfare Committee Holiday Food Basket Drive 
Thanks to our generous families, preschool children, and staff, we 
were able to provide several food donations to local families in need 
through the Newark Area Welfare Committee Holiday Food Basket 
Drive. These generous folks made the annual community project a 
success by helping to feed hundreds of families. The boxes contain 
canned and boxed food, as well as fresh fruit and vegetables, bread, 
and a frozen turkey.  
 

Pre-K Angel Tree  

Every child deserves to experience the joy of Christmas, and our Pre-
K students and staff ensured that this would happen for two little 
boys and two little girls this holiday season.  

Each of our Pre-K classrooms thoughtfully provided gifts of new clothing and toys to these 
children of underprivileged families; and the recipients had the delight of having their dreams 
fulfilled!  

Wesley Foundation Super Bowl Sub Sale: 
Sunday, February 4 

We always make extras, but why take your chances? 

Who cares who is playing in the Super Bowl? 
What matters is what you eat! You can still count 
on Wesley Foundation to provide the best Super 
Bowl food ever. We will start taking orders on 
Sunday, 1/22—woohoo! 

 Cost: $10 per foot-long sub; 3 for $27 (we use 
Herman’s meats & cheeses) 

 Meat options: turkey or Italian (spiced ham, 
salami, peppered ham) 

 Topping options: tomatoes, onions, pickles, 
oil, mayo, hot and sweet peppers 

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Wesley Foundation and our mission efforts! 
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Helpful Tricks for your Arthritis 

Try this to help with your grip: 
 Open hand wide, fingers straight 
 Slowly bend fingertips and thumb toward the base of your fingers 

(not your palm) 
 Hold 6 counts 
 Open hand and repeat 

Let laughter be your medicine. Watch a funny rerun—laughter can trigger 
endorphins, the body’s natural painkillers. 

Eliminate tripping hazards like cords: cut the toe out of a sock and stick the 
cords through the tube. The sock can stretch to hold many cords. 

Easy-grip trick: Slip foam pipe insulation on the handle of your hairbrush, 
toothbrush, spatula and yard tool handles to make them thicker, softer, and 
easier to grip. You can find foam pipe insulation at home improvement 
stores. 

Kitchen trick: instead of carrying a pot of water between the stove and the 
sink, use a pitcher to fill the pot while it’s on the stove. 

Bunting Library News 
IF YOU ARE STRESSED DURING THE HOLIDAY 
SEASON, plan to visit our cheerful and cozy Bunting 
Library!  

Read a book to your child or relax and pick out a 
book for yourself. Our delightful library has SO 
many wonderful books and DVDs for the coming 
Christmas season.  

You might also choose something to read when the 
snow flies and you are home this winter. You could 
even take one of the many jigsaw puzzles home to 
work on. There is much to choose from in your 
Bunting Library for ALL ages in the family—from 
the very young on up to the young at heart! 

Reminder: We are OPEN when the church is open—
come on in! 

Recent Reads 

Read any good books lately? Please 
join us for more lovely conversations on 

Monday, December 12 @ 1:15pm 

and 

Monday, January 9 @ 1:15pm 

to discuss your latest ‘read’ and enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship! 
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It's December! It's Cookie Time!! 

Look for the annual United Methodist Women's Home-Baked 
Christmas Cookie sale on Dec. 11! The cookies will be available 
in Cokesbury Lobby at 9 and 10:30am. For only $10 for a 
yummy-filled container, you can enjoy them with family and 
friends and help the UMW with missions locally and globally. 
Thank you for your support! 

 

January UMW Muffin and Roll Sale!! 

There will be delicious rolls, an assortment of yummy muffins, and other baked goods for sale in 
Cokesbury Lobby on January 22—look for us at 9 and 10:30am. Thank you for your support in 
raising money for missions. 

 
First State Ringers 2016 Concert Series 

 
Saturday, 12/3: 11am and 12pm—Christmas in Odessa 

Old St. Paul’s Church, 506 High St., Odessa DE 
(not handicapped accessible) 

 
Sunday, 12/4: 2pm—Bear Library 

101 Governor’s Place, Bear DE 
 

Tuesday, 12/6: 7pm—Delaware City Library 
250 Fifth St., Delaware City DE 

 
Wednesday, 12/7: 7pm—Newark Free Library 

750 Library Ave., Newark DE 
 

Sunday, 12/11, 3pm—Newark United Methodist Church (part of Music Ministry Concert) 
69 E. Main Street, Newark DE 

 
Tuesday, 12/13: 7pm—Appoquinimink Library 

651 N. Broad Street, Middletown DE 
 

Saturday, 12/17: 2:30pm—Kirkwood Library 
6000 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington DE 

Communion in Advent 

Join us every Sunday in Advent at the 
8am service to share in Holy Communion. 
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Outreach 

CROP Walk for Hunger 
$9,500 was raised to fight hunger at the 
CROP Walk organized by New Castle UMC 
in October. Thank you to everyone who 
donated and walked! 
 

Angel Tree 
Thank you to all who took part in Angel 
Tree Christmas! 48 children who have a 
parent in prison will be receiving gifts this 
Christmas thanks to you. What a wonderful 
way to spread the Love of Christ! 

Sunday, January 15 is Human 
Relations Day 

Donations toward this Special Sunday are 
combined with donations from Methodists 
everywhere to improve human relations in 
our country, including: 

 Building relationships among teens 
experiencing racism  

 Leading recovering addicts towards 
healing  

 Finding work for ex-offenders 
If you wish to give to Human Relations Day 
online, please go to the NUMC Online 
Giving webpage (http://newark-umc.org/
wp/online-giving/) and type in Human 
Relations Day under Optional. 
100% of your donation will go directly to 
Human Relations projects. 

We wish our NUMC family  
a Merry Christmas and  a  

Peaceful New Year! 

BIA-Membership: Mark Those 2017 Calendars! 

Believers in Action and Membership are joining forces, and WE REALLY WANT YOU ON 
OUR TEAM! We meet on the third Tuesday of the month (and, depending on event planning, 
are often able to skip months and still accomplish our goals).  
We need your ideas for how to grow and transform our church community! We have some 
community-building activities planned, but want to discover how to help all generations grow 
spiritually—in faith, compassion, prayer, devotions, outreach ministry, and making a 
difference in our world. We will encourage YOU to share your personal story, trusting that it 
will encourage others in their faith journey. We also hope to better educate ourselves and our 
church family about all that the United Methodist Church does worldwide, and how we have 
all contributed to that work, often without even realizing it. 
Consider this opportunity for Christmas gift-giving to family and friends: make a (tax-
deductible) gift through NUMC to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) in honor 
of your loved ones. You may be in the habit of making honor gifts through World Vision or 
some other great organization. But did you know that a portion of our regular gifts to NUMC 
go to Apportionment/connectional giving? These are funds that underwrite administrative/
overhead costs for UMCOR’s worldwide mission work.  
Let’s build community in many ways. Invite a new member, friend, or neighbor to join you at 
these 2017 events! Mark your calendar and watch for more details: 

 January/February: New Year/New Friends (neighborhood gatherings getting to know 
Rev. Porter…and each other!) 

 February 25: Family Feud and Finger Food 
 March 18: Comfort Food Family Dinner and Games 
 April: Gourmet Dinner with Chef Swalley (TBA, post-Easter) 
 May: celebrate your local graduates! 
 Sunday, June 11: Church Picnic 

For more information, or to get on board, please contact Erika Angelo 
(ErikaGrabher@msn.com; 302-750-8640), or Kathy Werrell (werrell@udel.edu; 302-239-4646). 

http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://newark-umc.org/wp/online-giving/
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/apportioned-funds
mailto:ErikaGrabher@msn.com
mailto:werrell@udel.edu
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Emmanuel Dining Room: 

Cookies Needed 

We are asking for pre-packaged store-
bought cookies to fulfill our monthly 
commitment to Emmanuel Dining 
Room. We appreciate your help in 
bringing these to the church office by 
9am on  

Thursday, December 22 

Wednesday, January 18 

 

Questions? Call 302-368-8774. 

Code Purple is coming: 
We need YOU! 

We are organizing the 2016-2017 Code Purple 
season for NUMC.  In the past two seasons, the 
eight participating community churches have 
hosted 48 Code Purple nights to the homeless 
community and have provided over 1,100 
people-nights of sanctuary. NUMC has provided 
sanctuary on 8 occasions over this period. The 
latest winter forecast this year is for lower than 
average temperatures, so we will be needed 
again this winter. 

If you are able to help this winter with staffing 
the events (shifts are 3-hour time blocks from 
4pm-midnight) or if you can assist by providing 
food or blankets/sheets, please email Dave 
Timmons (dtimm65344@aol.com). 

Stephen Ministry—Learn more on December 4! 

Everyone faces difficult times in life. Having someone who cares, listens 
and is able to share God’s love with those who are hurting is a blessing to 
both the person in need AND to the Stephen Minister who provides that 
one-to-one confidential and caring support. 

Please join us at 12:15 on Sunday, 12/4 in Memorial Lounge to learn 
more about how YOU can become a Stephen Minister. This does involve 
50 hours of training over a period of approximately six months. But you 
owe it to yourself to learn more and then prayerfully consider the 
opportunity.  

Based on the schedules of those interested in the training, we will set a schedule and get started 
in January with the classes, led by Ruth Oatman and Mark Werrell, together with various 
members of our current Stephen Ministry team. If you have additional questions, feel free to 
contact Kathy Werrell, werrell@udel.edu, 302-239-4646. 

January Chick Flick 

Another Chick Flick will be planned for the month of 
January (or early February), but at this writing the details 
are unclear. Keep an eye on NUMC’s weekly e-news* and 
the website’s Announcements page, along with upcoming 
Sunday bulletins for more information. 

*Not receiving the weekly e-news? Contact dhitchner@newark-
umc.org and ask to be included on the mailing list! 

mailto:dtimm65344@aol.com
mailto:werrell@udel.edu
mailto:dhitchner@newark-umc.org
mailto:dhitchner@newark-umc.org


69 East Main Street 
Newark, DE 19711-4645 
www.newark-umc.org 
302-368-8774 
Return Service Requested 

Parish Notes Deadline January 15—email parishnotes@newark-umc.org  

Wednesday, January 18   
6:30-8pm 

Thursday, January 19   
10-11:30am 

As we look ahead to the new year, we will begin inviting 
prospective families and students to attend our January open 
houses which will be held on January 18 (6:30pm–8pm) and 
January 19 (10am–11:30am). Please feel free to communicate the 
open house information to friends and family looking for 
preschool opportunities for children ages 2-Pre-K. 

mailto:parishnotes@newark-umc.org

