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During the first half of this year, we at Newark UMC have experienced 
some special moments: 
 

In April, we celebrated members with fifty years or more of 

membership... 
 
Did you have a renewed sense of NUMCôs history? 
 

In June was the moving and inspiring youth production of 

Godspell... 
 
Did Godspell energize you?  
 

One Sunday in June, people were invited to take a turn holding the 

Bible during the sermon...  
 
Did holding the Bible challenge you?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you interested and intrigued as to what will emerge? So are we, 
individually, and collectively, as a team. We are planning opportunities 
for everyone to explore these areas:  our gifts, our passions, and the 
ministry needs of the Newark area. 
 
What is going to happen? Stay tuned for information coming in the near 
future. There will be a chance for you to share, discover, and become 
energized as Godôs vision for Newark UMC and for our individuals 
emerges from our vision casting. 

What does our history teach us about our gifts? 
What energizes you? What are your ministry passions? 
Are you ready to meet the current ministry challenges? 
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Lay Leaders 

Elizabeth Olagunju, Melva Sheehand 
 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. David M. Palmer  ext. 214 
 
Pastor of Congregational Care and Outreach  
Rev. Dr. James C. Faltot ext. 212 
 
Youth and Campus Pastor 
Rev. Mary K. Haggard  ext. 216 
 
Director of Education Ministries  
Donna Hitchner  ext. 225 
 
Coordinator of Children & Family Ministries  
Mary Bell  ext. 217 
 
Director of Music Ministries  
Betsy Kent ext. 220 
 
Music Office Aide  
Lisa Santare ext. 220 
 
Organist  
John Quinn ext. 220 
 
Business Manager 
Deede Cataldi ext. 218 
 
Secretary 
Danette Eberly ext. 213 
 
Bookkeeper 
Connie Wright  ext. 215 
 
Building Manager  
Tim Murphy  ext. 227 
 
Custodian  
Piedad Luna ext. 227 

STAFF 

302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

email@newark-umc.org 

To the God Gifted People of NUMC, 

 

May the grace and peace of Christ be 
with you.  

 

Summer is often a time I find myself reading, especially 
since I buy books at Annual Conference. The following four 
are on my reading list for this summer. Our staff is going to 
read and discuss the first book together.  

Toxic Spirituality: Four Enduring Temptations of Christian 
Faith 

Exposes four historical movements that have weakened and 

abused the core of the Christian tradition. These movements are 
wayward views on the relationships: 1. between Christians and 

Jews; 2. between the authority of Scripture and tradition; 3. 

between the church and worldly power; 4. and between faith 
and morals. Readers encounter these wayward traditions in their 

historical trajectories, in the ways these traditions have 
diminished the gospel, and in the ways they have been 

impediments of an effective contemporary Christian witness.  

A Faith of Your Own: Naming What You Really Believe  

A faith should be a living thing. What we believe necessarily 

evolves in response to insights into the Bible, to questions or 

doubts we face, to changes in life circumstances, or to things 
that happen in the larger world. Clarity of oneôs faith empowers 

the present and leads us toward the future.  

The Dangerous Act of Worship: Living God's Call to Justice  

Worship is the dangerous act of waking up to God and God's 

purposes in the world. But something has gone wrong with our 
worship. In this prophetic wake -up call for the contemporary 

church, pastor Mark Labberton reconnects Christian worship 

with biblical justice. What's at stake in our worship? Everything.  

Momentum for Life: Biblical Practices for Sustaining Physical 
Health, Personal Integrity, and Strategic Focus 

Living a life of faith, balance, and purpose. Operating on the 
principle that all leadership begins with self -leadership, the book 

outlines five crucial disciplines: Devotion to God, Readiness for 
lifelong learning, Investing in key relationships, Visioning for the 

future, Eating and exercise for life.  

I hope this summer you find yourself able to engage in 
activities you enjoy. May your faith life be deepened and 
refreshed. 

Shalom, 
 

 

Rev. Dr. David M. Palmer 
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BELIEVERS IN ACTION   

Knock, knock!ð   Whoôs there? 
B.I.A.ð      B.I.A. who? 

Believers in Action, who NEED YOUR HELP on August 28!  

Are you looking for a behind -the-scenes job, or a way to volunteer that requires 
just a one-time commitment?  On Saturday, August 28 , the BIA team needs 

your help cooking hot dogs and flipping burgers in our newly -renovated church kitchen.  Help us 
welcome UD students as they move in for the fall semester:  weõre serving lunch in the church 
parking lot!   Weõre hoping to attract students (and their families) to church, not just for a 
òWelcome back to Newarkó lunch, but a welcome to NUMC!  Weõll need homemade salads and 
desserts (nothing says welcome like a great homemade recipe), as well as chips and dips (easier to 
buy and bring).  People to set up, serve/socialize, or clean up are needed too, in order to make this 
event a true NUMC fun -time collaboration!  PLEASE contact Kathy Werrell (werrell@udel.edu; 
239-4646) or Jo Anne Deshon (deshonj@christina.k12.de.us; 738-9524) to volunteer. 

 

Other BIA plans include a covered dish event in September and the NUMC table at Newarkõs 
Community Day, also in September.  We welcome your help with those events, too!  The BIA team 
is always looking for new ideas and members. What ideas do you have?  How can we help 
support our church family in stewardship of our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness?  

We have just ended our first full fiscal year 
with our new calendar (7/1 -6/30).   We report 
to you now that we ran a deficit of $25,000 for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010.  Part of 
this is the carryover of a $7,000 debt from our 
six-month transition year; we also missed two 
Sundays due to this winterõs major snow-
storms, which definitely had an impact on our 
income.  Staff and leaders did a great job 
holding down expenses to 93% of what was 
budgeted, and our 2009-2010 actual expenses 
were $56,000 less than the 2007 spending level.  
Our financial leadership works very hard to be 
good stewards of your contributions.   

The Finance Team decided on a different 
approach to the new 2010-2011 budget, which 
began in July.  NUMC will be in a new seven -
year plan, looking at a capped loss next year.  
We will continue to seek cost savings (as 
always) and work for an increase in giving 
over the next few years to pay back the losses.  
If you have any questions about the budget or 
the plan, feel free to see me, stop in the church 

business office or attend a meeting of the Finance 
Team (3rd Tuesday of each month, except 
August).  

You can help by filling out and sending in your 
pledge card, if you have not already done so.  
We cannot accurately plan without this 
information, as we project how much income we 
will have for the year.   

We send our thanks to all who have made their 
pledges and to everyone who continues to 
support to the ministries of our church home.  
God bless and thank you for all you do!  

Howard R. Hoover, Jr. 

Finance Committee Chair 

Giving out of our abundance  

mailto:werrell@udel.edu
mailto:deshonj@christina.k12.de.us
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Vacation Bible School Singers  
Sunday, August 29, 9:30am  

 
The VBS Singers will share their songs from 
òGalactic Blastó Vacation Bible School at the 
opening of the service.  Singers: meet in 
Heritage Hall at 9:10am for line -up and 
practice. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

TEACHER TRAINING  
NEW CURRICULUM SEQUENCE!!  

All teachers should make every effort to attend.   
Sunday, August 22, 11am-noon or 12-1pm in 
Room 109. 
 

First day of Sunday School:  Sept. 12.  
Registration forms are online, or register 
upon arrival on September 12. 
 

Sunday School Registration form: 
http://www.newark -umc.org/Forms/
ChurchSchoolRegistration2010-11.pdf  
 

Children and Youth  
Choir Registration form:  
http://www.newark -umc.org/Forms/
ChoirRegistrationForm2010-11.pdf 
 

YOUTHLAND  
  

Things to look forward to in August:  
POOL PARTY!  - Date, time, etc. coming to a 
real mailbox near you. 

  
Youth Ministry Family KICKOFF : 
Sunday, August 22 , 12:30pm in Heritage Hall 
(and hopefully some of it outside).    
This is early this year, so please put it on your 
calendar now.  There will be forms to fill out, 
things to discuss, Bible verses to learn, and 
games to play.  I see ultimate spoons in the 
parents' future.   So, pack or bring a lunch for 
your family.   We will provide the drinks and 
dessert. 
  

Running Amuck!   
Sunday, August 29  
Location coming to a real mailbox near you. 

MISSION REPORT  
 

We want to thank everyone for your support 
with our fundraisers.  Weõve now completed 
both Youth Mission Trips, and we truly 
believe that lives have been changed for the 
better through the work, the prayer, and the 
fellowship we have shared.   
 
It's always good to hear folks ask us to come 
back because the group has been so good at 
what theyõve done.  It's a beautiful sight to 
see a group of individuals leave for a mission 
trip, and see one body of Christ come home.   
 
"Can I have the same girls I had 
yesterday?  They were amazing!"-woman in 
charge of "Blessing Boutique" in Asbury Park, 
NJ.  
 
"Wait, so they do a devotion in  the 
morning,  AND  you all do  a worship service 
together at night...every night?ó (Mechuwana 
Camp Director, Norm) 
"Yep, every morning, & every night.ó(Mary) 
"Really?  Wow." (Norm) 
"Yeah, pretty much." (Mary) 
"I've been doing this for 14 years and I've 
never seen a group like yours before.  They 
work really hard, but they also really get into 
the God stuff too." (Norm) 
 
We have much to be proud of with these 
youth.   They are amazing ... AMAZING!   

http://www.newark-umc.org/Forms/ChurchSchoolRegistration2010-11.pdf
http://www.newark-umc.org/Forms/ChurchSchoolRegistration2010-11.pdf
http://www.newark-umc.org/Forms/ChoirRegistrationForm2010-11.pdf
http://www.newark-umc.org/Forms/ChoirRegistrationForm2010-11.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=100000123971045&pid=413238&id=100000123971045
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=1498962073&pid=31501771&id=1352755676

