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 Churches of Revelation  
                        and Oberammergau  

 

An exciting travel opportunity for the NUMC Church Family!  

13 -Day Tour:  August 27 -September 8, 2010  

 

     Save the date and save your pennies. Dr. Jim Faltot and his wife, Annette, will be 
leading us on a tour of the seven churches mentioned in the Book of Revelation (all 
located in modern -day Turkey), along with a visit to Istanbul. The last leg of the trip 
will be to Oberammergau, Germany, world -renowned for the outdoor Passion Play 
it presents every ten years. The estimated cost for the trip is $4,399 per person 
(airfare included). The trip is being organized by Pilgrim Tours; promotional 
information will be distributed around the church.  

     In preparation for the trip, Dr. Faltot will offer a Bible study on the Seven City 
Churches of Revelation during the Spring of 2010  (the study will be open to anyone, 
not just pilgrims). In the meantime, if you have any questions, contact Dr. Faltot (368
-8774; jcfaltot@msn.com). 

-More information on page 7 
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Lay Leaders 

Kevin Smith, Elizabeth Olagunju  
& Erika Grabher  
Senior Pastor 
Rev. David M. Palmer  ext. 214 
 
Pastor of Congregational Care and Outreach  
Dr. James C. Faltot ext. 212 
 
Youth and Campus Pastor 
Rev. Mary K. Haggard  ext. 216 
 
Director of Education Ministries  
Donna Hitchner  ext. 225 
 
Coordinator of Children & Family Ministries  
Mary Bell  ext. 217 
 
Director of Music Ministries  
Betsy Kent ext. 220 
 
Music Office Aide  
Lisa Santare ext. 220 
 
Organist  
Richard Lewis  ext. 220 
 
Business Manager 
Deede Cataldi ext. 218 
 
Secretary 
Danette Eberly ext. 213 
 
Bookkeeper 
Connie Wright  ext. 215 
 
Building Manager  
Tim Murphy  ext. 227 
 
Custodian  
Piedad Luna ext. 227 

STAFF 

302/368-8774 

www.newark-umc.org 

email@newark-umc.org 

 

 
 

 

 

May the Grace and Peace of Christ be with you. 
 
òSo we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 

making Godõs appeal through uséó  

(2 Corinthians 5:20) 

 

May the Spirit of God come upon you!  

In the middle of the 1990s, I was at a seminar for clergy being 
hosted by the Pittsburgh Theological School. The presenter was  
Parker Palmer.  Parker Palmer, a Quaker, is a highly respected 
writer, teacher and activist who focuses on issues in education, 
community, leadership, spirituality and social change. Dr. 
Palmerõs work has been recognized with nine honorary 
doctorates, two Distinguished Achievement Awards from the 
National Educational Press Association, and an Award of 
Excellence from the Associated Church Press. It was a 
marvelous seminar. 

During a break in one of the presentations, as I sat and just 
watched people, I noticed a  unique sight. As attendees were 
gathered around Dr. Palmer, asking questions, a gentleman 
carried a glass of water up and gave it to Dr. Palmer. Doesnõt 
sound like much, but I wrote the following words.  

Bill, led by Victor with water in hand, 
makes his way forward. 

The cup tipped precariously 
but offered so graciously. 

The blind and the dog giving a gift 
for those with eyes to see. 

Words, language, living, sharing,  
communicating with God! 

What a marvelous life we have! 

To live goodness. 

To live in communion with God. 

To live Spirit-filled. 

Bill was blind; Victor was his seeing -eye dog. That morning, 
Bill did an amazingly good thing.  It was an act of service to 
another, prompted by the presence of Godõs spirit living in Bill. 
We all can be spirit-filled.  

May you continue always to discern, listen, nurture your 
relationship with God, that your life may truly be rich and 
abundant, as Godõs spirit lives in you and works through you. 

Shalom, 

 

Rev. David M. Palmer 
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Come Celebrate! 

PLEDGE POWER 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

The Believers In Action Team invites you 
to attend special fellowship times  
following the 8:00 & 9:30 am services on 

 
Sunday, June 28, 2009 

 
(Come to the side lawn, weather permitting; 

otherwise join us in the Dining Room!) 
 
Enjoy food and fellowship as the BIA 
Teamõs way of thanking our church family 
for participating in òPledge Poweró 
activities this spring.  
 
At that time, weõll announce the total 
pledges to date, as we enter the new fiscal 
year.  So é if you havenõt already 
provided your estimate of giving for July 
1, 2009-June 30, 2010, please consider 
doing so now!  

The four òpowersó that brought this yearõs pledge 
activities into focus ð Wind Power, Solar Power, 
Water Power, and God Power ð remind us of 
Psalm 24:1.  It is because of these gifts ð the Holy 
Spirit, the Light of Christ, and the Waters of Grace 
ð that we are empowered to give.  Results of 
pledge activities for the new fiscal year will be 
published periodically throughout the year, just as 
your financial commitment cards will be accepted 
at any time.  Here is our pledge to you: 

 

NUMC will responsibly manage the funds it 
receives, so that you can feel confident that your  
financial commitments are being used in 
service to God.  Your estimate of giving 
enables that good management! 

Your pledges, or estimates of giving, are for 
use in our new fiscal year (July 1, 2009 through 
June 30, 2010). 

 

Anyone who has pledged in the past already has 
pledge envelopes, and those submitting a pledge 
for the first time this spring will receive a box of 
offering envelopes ð great tools not only for the 
churchõs bookkeeping but also for you to easily 
stay on track with your giving.   The envelopes 
correspond to the calendar year (January through 
December), as will the giving statement that you 
will receive at the end of the calendar year for tax 
purposes.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, NEWA RK EMPOWERMENT CENTER! 

 

The Newark Empowerment Center began its third year in March.  To date, the 
Center has helped over 1,200 households. In 2008, the NECñthrough its 
sponsoring churchesñassisted 306 households with $32,716 in financial 
assistance to maintain their current housing.  Another 147 were helped with food and clothing 
referrals, and a total of  $3,500 for transportation, medical needs and acquiring vital documents.  The 
number of hotel stays provided by Newark churches to clients without shelter has been greatly 
reduced. 

The average daily client load is steadily increasing: from fewer than 10 to as many as 24.  Eighteen 
Newark churches and synagogues regularly refer clients to the NEC for financial counseling and 
screening.  Approximately 75% of all Center clients are seeking financial assistance.  About 45% are 
referred by sponsoring faith community  

Congratulations to NUMCõs team of 45 volunteers for a job well done, and to counselors Marc 
Marcus and Mary Berlin!  

The earth is the Lordôs and the full-
ness thereof, the world and those 
who dwell therein (Psalm 24:1)   
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Emmanuel Dining Room  
DESSERTS NEEDED 

 

If you can help provide any of the 250 
cupcakes, brownies or bar cookies that 
are needed, please bring them to the 
office on June 22 and July 27, no later 
than 9:00am, or any time during the 
preceding week. Questions?  Please call 
the church office at 368-8774. 

MAY 16 WORK DAY A SUCCESS!  

The Trustees express their thanks for the folks 
who stepped in to do some spring cleaning.  And 
isnõt it lovely to start the warm months looking so 
GOOD? 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW MINISTRY ðART AS HEALING  

 

New member Doris Walton brings to us a vision for healing outreach to the homeless in our midst, 
using her gifts as an artist.  Carrying on a ministry she began in Florida with much success, Doris 
has begun weekly art classes through Meeting Ground at Wayfarer House, Clairvaux Farm, and 
Menõs Settlement House.  She provides the materials (they are currently using pastels), and at the 
end of each class, the art is mounted in poster frames and hung in the common areas.  Her hope is to 
see the walls covered with their work.  The May/June issue of Loaves & Fishes features a photo of the 
residents at Clairvaux holding their works ñthey all look so happy!   

Doris is following through on her dream of sharing the gift that has nurtured her ñgiving these 
folks a couple of hours a week to immerse themselves in the happiness of color and imagination, 
stepping away for a time from the daunting challenges in their day -to-day lives.  She hopes that this 
can become established as a long-term ministry for Meeting Ground, and would love to be able to 
bring other members of our NUMC family into this exciting ministry as 3 classes, Pastel 

Expressions, are offered in conjunction with the Newark Empowerment Center this summer (see 
box, below).   

Call or email Doris for more information (738 -2073; 
doriswalton43@yahoo.com). 

We have scheduled 3 classes over the summer 
months for Pastel Expressions,  focusing around 
the Empowerment Center hours. 
 
All will be from 2:00 -4:00pm  in room #109:  

Tuesday, June 23  

Tuesday, July 28  

Tuesday, August 25  

mailto:doriswalton43@yahoo.com
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DON MUYSKENSðHABITATôS CONSTRUCTION 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR! 

 

In its annual dinner this April, Habitat for Humanity of New Castle 
County recognized our own Don Muyskens as its Construction 
Volunteer of the Year ñan honor richly deserved.  Don was once 
overheard saying that he wanted to help Habitat build 100 homes.  He has clearly surpassed his 
goal, putting in more than 4,500 volunteer hours for HFHNCC and up to 400 miles a week on 
driving to/from Habitat projects.  Donõs knowledge and experience are an inspiration to all Habitat 
volunteers, and he has had a direct impact in helping prospective homeowners realize their dreams.  
His greatest joy is in teaching new homeowners and young volunteers the skills they will need to 
build and maintain these homes. 

Don and his wife Phyllis (who often goes on òbuildsó with him) are celebrating their 50th 
anniversary, and we celebrate the adventures that have led them to such adventures as working side
-by-side with Jimmy and Roslyn Carter, and Donõs wonderful enthusiasm that helped NUMCõs 
Outreach Team meet and exceed the churchõs 5-year pledge of $25,000.  Beyond being paid in full, 
NUMC has been able to contribute an additional $1530éin only 4 years!   

Donõs vision and ability to communicate his passion has made an incalculable contribution to the 
community ñwe are proud that NUMC can claim him as our own!  

As she retires from her important job of making 
things work for people under enormous strain, 
the Worship Team wishes to thank Margaret 
Cox for her many years of commitment as a 
Wedding Coordinator , and for her dedication to 
NUMC.   

About thirty years ago (long before there ever 
was such a thing as a professional wedding 
coordinator), the Wedding Coordinator 

committee was formed as a service of 
NUMC to bridal families.  Our 
coordinators have had to do many 

things above and beyond in  order 
to ensure the perfect wedding 

for the bride and groom. 
They have sewn on buttons, 

helped with falling hairdos, run 
out for food for bridal parties so 
excited they had forgotten to eat 
anything, found creative ways 
to attach boutonnieres when the 
florist forgot to send pins, dealt 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE AT NUMC:  MARGARET COX  

with unpredictable ringbearers and flower girls, 
hunted down family members through the 
catacombs of the church, dealt with late grooms, 
and fainting bridesmaids, to name a few.   They 
manage the task of getting every member of the 
wedding party where they need to be at exactly 
the right time.  

�0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�U�W���R�I���1�8�0�&�·�V��
Wedding Coordinator Committee since 1994.   
In the fifteen years she has served, she has 
assisted in more than 70 weddings.   Not only 
has she assisted, but she has trained numerous 
new coordinators.   She has been compassionate 
and understanding in her role.  She is quiet, 
working almost invisibly and always managing 
to get the job done.   

Margaret is retiring from the committee and we 
gratefully thank her for her many years of 
commitment as a wedding coordinator and for 
her dedication to NUMC.  


